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With the European summer season now well under way, The 
ANKER Report has analysed how Europe’s leading pan-
European (U)LCCs have evolved their networks compared with 
last summer, S17. For now, this involves examining the route 
developments of Ryanair, easyJet, Vueling, Norwegian and Wizz 
Air. Following the analysis done in issue 3 of The ANKER Report 
which focussed on W17/18 (by using a week in November), this 
new analysis looks at a week in August 2018, and compares it 
with the corresponding week in August 2017. 

Wizz Air growing fastest by flights, Norwegian by ASKs 

For each carrier the change in weekly flights is noted in four 
route categories; new routes, dropped routes, routes with 
increased frequency and routes where weekly frequency has 
been reduced. All five airlines analysed have routes that fall 
into each of these categories. 

Overall, all five carriers have grown their weekly flights in 
August 2018 compared with August 2017. Wizz Air is the fastest
-growing (+18.1%) followed by easyJet (+13.5%), Vueling 
(+8.2%), Norwegian (+8.0%) and finally Ryanair (+4.6%). It is 
worth noting that as the only one of the five with a long-haul 
network, Norwegian’s ASKs are up a significant 34%. 

Ryanair still starting (and dropping) most routes 

After last winter’s scheduling and resourcing issues, Ryanair’s 
growth may be a relatively modest (by its standards) 4.6% but 
in many ways it has still been the most active of the airlines. It 
is still operating more weekly frequencies (1,668) on new 
routes than even easyJet (1,488), despite the latter’s massive 
growth, notably in Berlin. 

Where Ryanair is dominant compared with its pan-European 
rivals is in the number of weekly frequencies lost on routes that 
it no longer operates (662) or on which it has cut weekly 
frequencies (778). None of the other carriers even comes close 
to these figures. Ryanair has dropped almost 80 routes, 
including 14 that it served at least daily in August 2017. These 
include Belfast BFS to London LGW, Warsaw WAW to Gdansk 
and Wroclaw, Athens to Chania and Rhodes, Barcelona to 
Venice TSF and Bologna to Trapani, all of which were served at 
least 10-weekly last August.  

Almost 250 routes have seen a reduction in weekly frequency 

including Milan BGY to Trapani, Barcelona to Menorca, Madrid 
to Toulouse, London STN to Bergerac, and Brussels BRU to 
Berlin SXF. This highlights just how proactive Ryanair is when it 
comes to tweaking its route network to maximise profitability. 

Around 280 new routes have been launched by the ULCC, with 
an average weekly frequency of three flights per week. 
However, only 27 of those have been launched with at least 
daily frequency. London STN to Belfast BFS (20-weekly), Milan 
MXP to Palermo (15-weekly), London STN to Frankfurt (14-
weekly), Milan MXP to Lamezia Terme (14-weekly), Dublin to 
Munich (14-weekly) and Barcelona to Venice VCE (10-weekly) 
are the only new routes to be served more than daily. 

easyJet development driven by new Berlin base 

easyJet’s network development is driven this summer by new 
routes, notably from its new base at Berlin TXL. It has launched 
almost 130 new routes with an average weekly frequency of 
5.9 flights per week. This includes six routes, all from Berlin, 
that are operating with at least 5-daily flights this August. The 
airline’s highest-frequency new route not from Berlin TXL is a 2-
daily service between Venice VCE and Catania. Of the 26 routes 
launched with at least daily frequency 24 involve Berlin TXL 

easyJet has dropped just 32 routes accounting for 226 weekly 
frequencies in August 2017. Of these, 19 relate to the airline’s 
now closed base in Hamburg, although the dropped route with 
the highest weekly frequency in August 2017 was the 11-
weekly connection between Berlin SXF and Paris ORY. A total of 
45 routes have seen a frequency reduction while 141 routes 
have seen a frequency increase, notably two Belfast BFS routes 
to Edinburgh (increase from 16-weekly to 23-weekly) and 
Birmingham (increase from 11-weekly to 17-weekly). 

Vueling; fewest new routes 

With just 22 new routes generating 116 new weekly 
frequencies, Vueling has started fewest new routes out of the 
airlines compared here. However, it has dropped 35 routes  
(accounting for 183 weekly frequencies) including a 2-daily 
service between Barcelona and London LTN and a 6-weekly 
service between Paris ORY and Birmingham. Just 21 routes 
have seen a frequency reduction, 
but over 100 routes have seen 
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Between 2004 and 2017 Air France has been serving 
between 143 and 154 destinations non-stop each 
summer, from its Paris CDG base. However, this summer 
the SkyTeam member has grown its network from the 
French capital’s busiest airport to 168 destinations, 15 
more than in S17, having launched 16 new routes and 
dropped just one (Glasgow). Despite this impressive, 
almost 10% increase in destinations served, the airline’s 
overall seat capacity (and the number of flights 
operated) this summer at CDG is up only 2%. 

According to FlightGlobal schedules data, Air France’s 
share of seat capacity at Paris CDG has fallen just below 
50% in S18, as total airline seat capacity is up 4%. easyJet 
is the airport’s second busiest airline with almost 7% of 
seats, while Norwegian, Vueling and Turkish Airlines 
have been growing by more than 10%. 

New routes spread across the globe 

Of the 16 new Air France routes, six are long-haul and 10 
are short- to medium-haul. Of the six long-haul routes 
three are in the Americas (Fortaleza in Brazil, San Jose in 
Costa Rica and Seattle-Tacoma in the US) with the others 
being Nairobi in Kenya, the Seychelles and Taipei in 
Taiwan. 

Of the 10 new European destinations, two are domestic 
(Perpignan and Toulon), three in Italy (Bari, Cagliari and 
Catania) with the remaining five all in different countries; 
Croatia (Dubrovnik), Ireland (Cork), Norway (Bergen), 
Poland (Wroclaw) and Spain (Ibiza). 

Top 3 routes for ASKs are all in US 

Analysis of the airline’s most significant routes in terms 
of ASKs (which takes into account frequency, aircraft size 
and sector length) reveals that the top three routes by 
this metric are all to the US (shown in red); New York 
JFK, Los Angeles and San Francisco. There are two 
further US routes in the top 15 to Atlanta and 
Washington IAD. Asian routes (shown in blue) are led by 
Shanghai followed by Beijing, Tokyo HND and Seoul ICN.  

Route churn higher than might be expected 

Looking at previous years, Air France has always added 
at least one new route each summer, as well as dropping 
at least one route. In some years when not much 
appears to have changed overall, there have been 
significant developments. In 2016, when there was a net 
gain of just one route, Air France actually started seven 
new routes but dropped six. 

In 2013 when there was a net loss of one route, there 
were actually six new routes but these were outweighed 
by the seven dropped routes. The biggest year for route 
droppings was 2012 when nine routes were no longer 
served non-stop compared with the previous summer; 
Abu Dhabi, Asturias, Calvi, Damascus, Leipzig, Malabo, 
Milan MXP, New York EWR and Seattle-Tacoma. 

Air France sees biggest ever network growth at Paris CDG in 2018 
with 16 new routes of which 13 face some form of competition 

Air France’s 16 new routes from Paris CDG in S18 
Destination Code Country Distance Launched WF in S18 S only Competition in Paris: Airline (weekly frequency in August 2018, Paris airport) 

Bari BRI Italy 1418 km 18 Jul 18 1 to 5 No Ryanair (7, BVA) 

Bergen BGO Norway 1268 km  26 May 18 7 No Norwegian (2, ORY) 

Cagliari CAG Italy 1202 km 16 Jul 18 7 Yes easyJet (5, ORY), Ryanair (3, BVA), TUI fly Belgium (1, CDG) 

Catania CTA Italy 1630 km 27 Mar 18 3 to 7 No easyJet (7, CDG), Transavia France (7, ORY) 

Cork ORK Ireland 845 km 26 May 18 Y No Aer Lingus (7, CDG) 

Dubrovnik DBV Croatia 1413 km 19 Jul 18 2 Yes Transavia France (6, ORY), Croatia Airlines (5, CDG), easyJet (5, ORY) 

Fortaleza FOR Brazil 7065 km 4 May 18 2 No - 

Ibiza IBZ Spain 1130 km 18 Jul 18 3 Yes Transavia France (8, ORY), Vueling (8, ORY), Vueling (6, CDG), TUI fly Belgium (1, CDG) 

Nairobi NBO Kenya 6481 km 25 Mar 18 3 No Kenya Airways (7, CDG) 

Perpignan PGF France 697 km 16 Jul 18 5 Yes Air France (27, ORY) 

San Jose SJO Costa Rica 8942 km 2 Nov 16* 2 to 3 No - 

Seattle-Tacoma SEA USA 8072 km 25 Mar 18 3 to 5 No Delta Air Lines (7, CDG) 

Seychelles SEZ Seychelles 7839 km 5 May 18 3 No - 

Taipei TPE Taiwan 9804 km 16 Apr 18 3 No EVA Air (7, CDG) 

Toulon TLN France 711 km 25 Mar 18 14 No Air France (41, ORY) 

Wroclaw WRO Poland 1051 km 26 May 18 7 No Ryanair (3, BVA) 

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data. *Served in W16/17 and W17/18 but not in S17.  
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Spain: Relatively modest growth of just over 5% in June 
at Spain’s airports led by 25% growth in Seville and 11% 
growth in Bilbao. The demise of airberlin and Monarch is 
still being felt, but Eurowings (part of Lufthansa Group) 
has been growing strongly as has Jet2.com. TUI Group 
and Thomas Cook Airlines both showed small declines as 

they returned to markets like Egypt, Tunisia and Turkey. 
Denmark: Copenhagen’s 6% growth dominates in 
Denmark, though Aarhus (+33%) again did well thanks to 
SAS’s new services. SAS and Norwegian both reported 
capacity growth of just over 4% in June with easyJet the 
fastest-growing carrier (+30%) among the top eight 

thanks to its new service from Berlin TXL to Copenhagen. 
Greece: The Greek market saw passenger growth of 
almost 11% in June, with the top five airports all 
showing solid growth. Among airlines, Sky Express, a 
local domestic carrier is growing fast, though Ryanair has 
cut capacity by around 8%, notably in Chania. 

http://www.shannonairport.ie/gns/business/aviation-development.aspx
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Located north of Greece, east of Albania, west of 
Bulgaria and south of Kosovo and Serbia, the Republic of 
North Macedonia (as it should soon be known) has a 
population of just over two million people and is slightly 
smaller than Belgium. The capital Skopje is home to 
around one-quarter of the country’s population and one 
of only two international airports in the country. Last 
year Skopje Airport handled almost 1.9 million 
passengers, up 13% on the 2016 figures. It was the fifth 
straight year that the airport reported double-digit 
growth. The country’s other airport at Ohrid welcomed 
160,000 passengers last year, but demand here is much 
more seasonal. Both of the nation’s airports are run by 
TAV Macedonia, which is a subsidiary of the Turkish 
airport operator TAV. 

The apparent agreement over the country’s name with 
its neighbour Greece means that it may soon become 
the 30th member of NATO and can start the process of 
becoming a member of the EU. These developments are 
likely to have a positive influence on air traffic to and 
from the country. 

Wizz Air has almost 60% of capacity in Skopje 

In recent years traffic growth at Skopje has been driven 
by Wizz Air, which made the airport a base in October 
2012. It now stations four aircraft at the airport serving 
27 routes this summer, all of which are served year-
round. The only significant change in the last 12 months 
has been the airline shifting its Milan service from 
Bergamo to Malpensa at the start of S18. Growth at the 
airport has come from an increase in frequency on many 
of the airline’s routes.  

Analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data indicates that 
Wizz Air accounts for almost 60% of scheduled seat 
capacity in Skopje, well ahead of Turkish Airlines and 
Austrian Airlines with just under 8% each. These two flag 
carriers only serve one airport each, their hubs in 
Istanbul IST and Vienna. 

LOT becomes newest flag-carrier to serve Skopje 

Skopje has welcomed two new carrier this summer. LOT 
Polish Airlines began 6-weekly service from Warsaw 
WAW on 1 June using its Embraer E170s, also becoming 
the airport’s first route to Poland. A fortnight later, on 15 
June, Corendon began a 2-weekly service to Antalya, 
increasing the airport’s links to Turkey. Turkey is the 
second biggest country market from Skopje this summer 
(after Germany) with Turkish Airlines and Pegasus 
Airlines both serving the Istanbul market, though 
Pegasus connects with Sabiha Gökçen rather than 
Atatürk.  

Germany is the leading country market with Wizz Air 
serving no fewer than nine destinations in the country; 
Berlin SXF, Cologne Bonn, Dortmund, Frankfurt HHN, 
Friedrichshafen, Hamburg, Hannover, Memmingen and 
Nuremberg. All these routes are served 2-weekly or 3-
weekly. It will be interesting to see if Eurowings decides 
to enter the market from some of its German bases. 

After Germany and Turkey the next biggest country 
markets (in order) are Sweden, Austria, France, Croatia, 
Switzerland, Italy, Slovakia and the UK. Poland is the only 
new country market in S18, while Spain ranks just 22nd 
with Barcelona served 2-weekly. The Swedish market is 
also served only by Wizz Air, with flights to Gothenburg, 
Malmö, Stockholm NYO and Växjö. 

Only Istanbul and Zurich routes see competition 

Looking at the airport’s network of routes and airlines 
for this summer, the only destination on which 
passengers have a choice is Zurich, which is served by 
both Edelweiss and Germania Flug. As mentioned 
already Istanbul (shown in red) is served by two airlines 
but serving different airports in Turkey. In the Middle 
East, Qatar Airways has been serving Doha since July 
2017 and flydubai has been serving Dubai since October 
2012.  
Ohrid welcomes four new routes 

At Ohrid Airport, four new seasonal destinations have 
opened this summer; Istanbul (Onur Air), Eindhoven (TUI 
fly Netherlands), Tallinn (Nordica), and Warsaw (Enter 
Air), while Wizz Air will begin service from Vienna in 
November. In the first six months of the year passenger 
numbers at Ohrid are up 15.3%. 

Skopje set for further double-digit growth as LOT becomes latest flag-
carrier to serve the airport; Wizz Air dominates with 60% of seats 
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Germany: Despite the demise of airberlin/NIKI, 
passenger numbers were up over 2% across German 
airports in June. However, four of the top eight airports 
showed a decline in passenger numbers. Hamburg’s  
decline was not only due to airberlin/NIKI but also a 55% 
cut in easyJet capacity. Better news at Frankfurt and 

Hannover, which both reported growth of around 10%. 
easyJet and Germania both recorded capacity growth of 
more than 50% in June, while Condor and SWISS 
registered seat growth of over 30%. 
Poland: Impressive growth of 17% across all Polish 
airports in June with three of the top six airports 

registering growth of more than 25%. LOT and Wizz Air 
are both expanding rapidly. 
Portugal: Passenger growth of 9% across Portugal’s main 
airports in May, driven by impressive growth of 17% 
from the flag-carrier TAP Portugal. Ryanair and easyJet 
both grew more modestly by between 3% and 4%. 
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Compared with Europe’s other pan-European LCCs, 
Vueling has had a relatively low-profile year so far in 
terms of network development. According to analysis of 
FlightGlobal schedules data by The ANKER Report, the 
carrier is offering 10.4% more flights and 10.8% more 
seats across its network this summer. Maybe 
surprisingly, ASKs are up only 9.6%, indicating a 
reduction in the average sector length. This bucks the 
trend of most European LCCs which have typically seen 
their average sector length increase year-on-year. 

In Vueling’s case this trend can be explained by the 
airline’s renewed focus on the Spanish domestic market. 
Here, flights in S18 are up just over 17%. This compares 
with growth of just under 9% on international flights to/
from Spain. On routes that do not involve any Spanish 
airport, the number of flights is virtually unchanged 
compared with S17. As a result, Vueling now has 33% of 
capacity in the Spanish domestic market in S18, 
compared with 31% in 2017. 

Vueling recently acquired its first A320neo, bringing its 
A320-series fleet to 113, of which just five are A319s, 15 
are A321s and 93 are A320s, of which 11 joined the 
airline in 2018 according to planespotters.net. 

22 new routes in S18 but only one new airport, Alghero 

Analysis of the airline’s regular network reveals that the 
airline has added 22 routes this summer compared with 
S17 and dropped 32. This does not include routes to 
Bristol and Cardiff in the UK, which operated briefly from 
Spain and Italy last June, taking fans to/from the UEFA 
Champions League Final held in Cardiff on 3 June 
between Real Madrid and Juventus. Among the 22 new 
routes for S18 was one winter seasonal route now 
operated year-round (Seville to Fuerteventura) and 
service to Dakar in Senegal switching airports (from DKR 
to DSS).  

Of the 20 genuinely new routes only one involved a new 
airport for Vueling, with the carrier launching its first 
flights to Alghero on the Italian island of Sardinia from 
Barcelona on 25 March. Some of the new routes actually 
launched at the start of the W17/18 season, such as 
Paris ORY to Copenhagen, Barcelona to London LHR, 
Gran Canaria to Lyon and Tenerife TFS to Lyon. In 
addition, four new routes from Granada (to Bilbao, Gran 
Canaria, Paris CDG and Tenerife TFS) all launched in early 
December 2017. That leaves just 12 new routes which 
launched in S18, half at the start of the season and 
another six during June. 

Capacity up 25% in Bilbao and Palma de Mallorca 

Among Vueling’s top 15 airports capacity growth this 
summer has ranged from just 2% at Paris ORY to 27% in 
Palma de Mallorca, where the carrier has been one of 
many to seize opportunities presented by the demise of 
airberlin/NIKI. In early June, Vueling launched new 
routes to Palma de Mallorca from A Coruna, Lisbon, 
Stuttgart and Vienna, increasing its network from the 
airport to 30 destinations.  

Bilbao has welcomed capacity growth of 26% this 
summer, aided by new routes to Granada, Lisbon and 
Jerez. Vueling now serves 22 destinations from the 
Basque airport and accounts for around 40% of the 
airport’s capacity in S18. 

Barcelona is by far Vueling’s largest base, over five times 
busier than its second busiest airport, Rome FCO. Of the 
airline’s top 15 airports, 10 are in Spain. Apart from 
Rome FCO, the other non-Spanish airports in the top 15 
(shown in red) are Paris ORY, Amsterdam, Paris CDG and 
London LGW. These are all bases for Vueling except for 
London LGW. From the UK airport Vueling serves six 
destinations in S18 (Asturias, Barcelona, Bilbao, Florence, 
Paris CDG and Rome FCO) having dropped service to 
Rennes and Santiago de Compostela which operated in 
S17. 

Two Dutch airports no longer served 

While only Alghero has been added to the airline’s 
network of airports, three airports have lost Vueling 
service since S17. Cluj-Napoca, Eindhoven and 
Rotterdam have all seen service to Barcelona terminated 
since the end of the S17 season. Other notable route 
droppings include Paris ORY to Birmingham, Rome FCO 
to Nice and Paris ORY to Copenhagen, though the latter 
route is now served from Paris CDG instead.  

Vueling growth in S18 focussed on Spanish domestic market; Alghero 
only new destination as capacity up 10% & fleet grows to 113 aircraft 
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Turkey and US markets drive UK traffic growth in May 2018; some 
Spanish destinations still down after Monarch’s collapse in late 2017 
The ANKER Report has analysed the latest available monthly passenger data (May 2018) 
for all UK airports (provided by the UK CAA) to identify which country markets and 
destinations are growing most quickly, as well as identifying those destinations where 
traffic is down.  

Turkey and US lead for biggest volume growth 

In terms of passenger volume growth the leading country markets are the US and 
Turkey, with both markets seeing more than 150,000 additional passengers in May. 
While this represents just under 10% growth for the US market, for Turkey this means 
that demand is up 35%. Tunisia (+420%) and Ukraine (+84%) have both seen significant 
volume increases, though from relatively small bases. 

Routes to Turkey (shown in red) and the USA (shown in blue) also account for six of the 
top 15 fastest-growing routes in volume terms. The two fastest-growing outside of 
Turkey and the US are both in Germany; Frankfurt (+54,000 pax thanks to Ryanair’s new 
London STN service and Lufthansa launching Glasgow) and Berlin TXL (+38,000 pax). 

The biggest drop in passenger numbers can be seen on destinations that Monarch 
Airlines used to serve from multiple UK airports. Five of the bottom eight destinations 
are in Spain, with two more in the top 15. Paris ORY (down 60% as British Airways 
moved its London LHR service to London LCY) and Gibraltar (down 31%, another key 
market for Monarch) have seen the biggest percentage falls among the top 15. Berlin 
SXF, Doha and Kuala Lumpur are non-Monarch destinations that saw significant drops in 
passenger volumes in May 2018 compared with a year ago. 

http://www.connect-aviation.com/
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Located around 160 kilometres north of Munich and 
around 190 kilometres east-south-east of Frankfurt, 
Nuremberg has a population of around half a million 
people. Last year, the airport which serves the city 
reported its highest annual growth rate this century, 
with passenger numbers surging by 20.1% to just under 
4.2 million. This fell just short of the airport’s all-time 
record of 4.28 million achieved a decade earlier in 2008. 
Back then, airberlin was the dominant carrier accounting 
for almost 2.5 million passengers at the airport. After 
that, the airline’s traffic declined as the airline focussed 
its network growth elsewhere. However, even as 
recently as 2016, airberlin was still carrying almost one 
million passengers at the airport. 

Ryanair base opens in 2016 

Between 2009 and 2015 passenger traffic on airlines 
other than airberlin had grown by 41% from 1.63 million 
to 2.31 million. However, in late 2016 Ryanair launched a 
base at the airport, its 79th in all. Although the Irish ULCC 
had begun serving Nuremberg in S13 with six routes (to 
Alicante, Cagliari, London STN, Malaga, Pisa and Porto) it 
dropped three of these routes for S14 and in S16 was 
still only serving three routes (the two Spanish routes 
and London). By S17 the number of routes served using 
based aircraft was up to 13 and this summer it is 16, 
having added Krakow, Palma de Mallorca, Thessaloniki 
and Vilnius since last summer, but dropped Verona. 

Eurowings just #1 in S18 

Despite this, Ryanair is not the airport’s biggest airline 
this summer according to analysis of FlightGlobal 
schedules data. That honour falls (just) to Eurowings, 
which has been operating domestic flights to Berlin TXL, 
Düsseldorf and Hamburg for several years under the 
germanwings brand. Vienna service was added in W16 
followed by Palma de Mallorca in S17. The start of the 
S18 season saw the addition of 2-weekly flights to 
Catania, Heraklion and Olbia, while this winter will see 
the start of service to Fuerteventura, Gran Canaria and 
Tenerife Sur in the Canary Islands. 

Germania is fastest-growing carrier 

The third busiest airline at Nuremberg this summer is 
Germania, which has more than doubled its seat 
capacity and added 13 new leisure routes, mostly in and 
around the Mediterranean, including Antalya. Four of 
the new routes were to destinations in Greece, three in 
Egypt, two in Bulgaria and one each in France, Israel, 
Tunisia and Turkey. 

LOT is newest flag-carrier 

Nuremberg also has its fair share of flag-carriers with 
LOT Polish Airlines being the latest. The Star Alliance 
carrier began 12-weekly service from Warsaw WAW on 7 
May mostly using its E170s. LOT joins Lufthansa (serving 
Frankfurt and Munich), Turkish Airlines (Istanbul IST), 
KLM (Amsterdam), Air France (Paris CDG) and SWISS 
(Zurich). Although not a flag-carrier, bmi regional began 
6-weekly service to Brussels in W17. 

Antalya gaining on Palma de Mallorca 

This summer five of the airport’s top 15 routes are 
domestic (shown in red). Palma de Mallorca continues to 
lead the way, served by Eurowings, Germania, Ryanair, 

and newcomer Laudamotion. The Turkish market has 
recovered significantly in 2018 and capacity to Antalya 
has more than doubled with service now provided by 
seven different carriers. In S17 it was just two, Pegasus 
Airlines and SunExpress. 

Apart from Warsaw, other new destinations for this 
summer include Bastia, Catania, Dubai Al-Maktoum 

(served by Condor), Olbia, Monastir and Tel Aviv. Routes 
no longer served in S18 but served in S17 include 
Belgrade (Wizz Air), Birmingham (bmi regional), Tuzla 
(Wizz Air) and Verona (Ryanair). 

Apart from the new Eurowings routes for W18, Ryanair 
is also planning a new service to Marrakech while 
Germania is also heading for Morocco, but to Agadir. 

Nuremberg reported record growth in 2017 despite airberlin/NIKI 
collapse; Ryanair and Eurowings in fight for #1 as LOT is new for S18 
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Passenger traffic between Europe and China has grown 
solidly since the beginning of the decade. According to 
analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data, there has been 
year-on-year capacity growth every month since January 
2011. For the last five years annual capacity growth has 
been between 9% and 11% with 2018 showing the 
fastest growth since capacity grew by 21% in 2011. 

Over 30 new routes since last summer  

Not only has the capacity growth been higher than 
average in 2018 but the number of new routes launched 
has also set a new record. Between August 2017 and 
August 2018 there have been 33 new routes launched 
between Europe and China, launched by 13 airlines. The 
vast majority of these were launched by eight Chinese 
airlines: Air China (four new routes), Beijing Capital 
Airlines (two), China Eastern Airlines (three), China 
Southern Airlines (four), Hainan Airlines (seven), Lucky 
Air (one), Sichuan Airlines (one) and Tianjin Airlines 
(two). 

Europe’s flag-carriers launched just two new routes to 

China during the last 12 months. On 13 May Finnair 
launched a 3-weekly service from Helsinki to Nanjing, its 
sixth destination in China. Meanwhile, Lufthansa 
resumed non-stop service to Shenyang from Frankfurt at 
the start of S18, a route which it had previously served 
between the end of March 2012 and the end of October 
2016.  

Chinese carriers now have over 50% of market 

Airlines from China grew their capacity by 21% in 2018 
compared with 2017 while European carriers grew their 
seats by just 3%. As a result, Chinese carriers are now 
responsible for over half of all seats (52%) between 
Europe and China, reversing the position in 2017. 

Air China leads the way among airlines with more than 
twice as many seats as any other carrier, over two 
million in 2018, 18% more than in 2017. China Eastern 
Airlines is still second with 15% growth in 2018. 
Lufthansa and Aeroflot are the leading non-Chinese 
airlines in 2018 though both have increased capacity by 
less than 5% compared with 2017. 

Hainan Airlines in seventh place has seen the fastest 
growth of any of the top 10 airlines increasing capacity 
by almost 30%, thanks in part to new routes to Brussels 
(two), Dublin, Edinburgh, London LHR, Madrid and 
Zurich. The start of W17/18 should see another Chinese 
carrier launch flights to Europe when Shenzhen Airlines 
begins serving London LHR from, not surprisingly, 
Shenzhen. 

Moscow leads way; Heathrow gaining ground 

Analysis of Europe’s leading airports for non-stop 
services to China shows that Moscow SVO leads the way, 
serving 15 Chinese destinations, up from 10 in S17. 
During the last year it has seen Chinese airlines begin 
new routes from Guiyang, Hangzhou, Hohhot, Kunming 
and Shenzhen.  

Frankfurt, London LHR and Paris CDG are all tied in 
second place with eight Chinese routes, though 
Heathrow looks set to take a clear second place when 
Shenzhen Airlines launches its route. Only three years 
ago in S15, London LHR served just four Chinese routes. 

Europe-China market welcomes 30+ new routes in last 12 months; 
Air China still #1 as Heathrow gains on Moscow SVO for connections 

http://www.flightglobal.com/srsanalyser
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Launched routes 

Aeroflot has become the first carrier to offer 
international service from Kyzylorda in Kazakhstan with 
the introduction of a 4-weekly service from Moscow SVO 
on 15 July. The 2,350-kilometre route will be flown using 
the airline’s A320s. With a population of around 200,000 
people, Kyzylorda in south-central Kazakhstan already 
has domestic flights to Aktau, Almaty, Astana and 
Atyrau operated by local carriers. Russia’s famous 
cosmodrome at Baikonur is around 200 kilometres north
-west of Kyzylorda. Aeroflot now serves nine 
destinations in Kazakhstan from Moscow SVO with a 
total of 61 weekly flights. Almaty (16-weekly), Astana 
(12-weekly), Karaganda (10-weekly) and Aktobe (7-
weekly) are all served at least daily. 

Air France launched five new routes from its main Paris 
CDG base between 16 July and 19 July, two to Italy (Bari 
5-weekly from 18 July and Cagliari daily from 16 July), 
one each to Croatia (Dubrovnik 2-weekly from 19 July) 
and Spain (Ibiza 3-weekly from 18 July) as well as one 
domestic service (Perpignan 5-weekly from 16 July). All 
the routes face some form of competition when looking 
at the Paris market as a whole. Ryanair serves Bari daily 
from Beauvais; easyJet (5-weekly from Orly) and 
Ryanair (3-weekly from Beauvais) already serve Cagliari; 
Croatia Airlines (5-weekly from CDG), easyJet (5-weekly 
from Orly) and Transavia (6-weekly from Orly) already 
serve Dubrovnik; Transavia (8-weekly from Orly), TUI fly 
Belgium (weekly from CDG) and Vueling (6-weekly from 
CDG and 8-weekly from Orly) already offer flights to 
Ibiza; while Air France itself already serves Perpignan 27
-weekly from Orly. For more on Air France’s network 
expansion at Paris CDG in 2018 see page 2. Air France 
has also resumed service on 23 July to Beirut from 
Marseille (3-weekly, last served in S15) and Nice (2-
weekly) to complement its existing 13-weekly service 
from Paris CDG. 

Air Moldova resumed service from Chisinau to Kiev KBP 
on 1 August. The carrier will serve the Ukraine capital 6-
weekly (daily from the beginning of October) and faces 
direct competition from Ukraine International Airlines 
which offers a daily service. According to FlightGlobal 
schedules data, Air Moldova previously served the 
relatively short 390-kilometre route between November 
2010 and April 2015. The carrier recently celebrated the 
milestone of carrying 10 million passengers. S18 capacity 
from Chisinau is virtually unchanged despite a 4% 
increase in the number of flights and the launch of other 
new routes to Dubai (last November), Ekaterinburg, 
Geneva and Tel Aviv. For more on Air Moldova see issue 

17 of The ANKER Report. 

Alitalia on 1 August launched two new domestic routes 
that do not involve either Milan or Rome. Until the end 
of September it is offering daily service between Venice 
VCE and Palermo (competing with Volotea’s daily 
service) and 2-daily service between Bologna and 
Palermo (competing with Ryanair’s 2-daily service). 
However, Alitalia ceased daily service between Naples 
and Palermo at the start of April 2018.  

Beijing Capital Airlines began a 3-weekly service 
between Hangzhou and Moscow SVO on 31 July using its 
A330s. No other carrier connects Hangzhou with any 
Moscow airport. The Chinese carrier already serves 
Moscow SVO from Qingdao (3-weekly), as well as linking 
Chengdu with Madrid (2-weekly), Beijing with Lisbon (3-
weekly) and Qingdao with London LHR (2-weekly, 
launched 17 November 2017). 

China Southern Airlines has enhanced its European 
network during the last month. On 12 July the SkyTeam 
carrier converted its one-stop service between 
Guangzhou and Rome FCO to a 3-weekly non-stop 
service while also launching a new 2-weekly non-stop 
service between Sanya and London LHR on the same 
day. China Southern Airlines now operates 14 non-stop 
routes between China and Europe compared with 10 in 
August 2017, having also added Shenzhen to Moscow 
SVO (2-weekly since 28 September 2017) and Wuhan to 
London LHR (3-weekly since 30 May 2018). Rome FCO is 
now connected non-stop to six destinations in China, the 
others being Beijing, Chongqing, Shanghai, Wuhan and 
Xi’an. For London LHR the new link to Sanya becomes 
the airport’s eighth destination in China, joining Beijing, 
Changsha, Guangzhou, Qingdao, Shanghai, Wuhan and 
Xi’an. 

easyJet added four further routes to its Basel base 
between 31 July and 3 August with the introduction of 
new links to Athens (2-weekly), Belgrade (3-weekly), 
Calvi (2-weekly) and Menorca (2-weekly). Competition 
comes from Aegean Airlines (2-weekly) on the Athens 
route and TUI fly Deutschland (2-weekly) on the 
Menorca route. Compared with last summer easyJet 
now serves 61 destinations from Basel having added 
Stockholm ARN (last October) as well as Lamezia Terme, 
Pula and Vienna in June. easyJet accounts for almost 
60% of seat capacity this summer at the airport which 
straddles the French-Swiss border, well ahead of 
Lufthansa (6.3%), TUI fly Deutschland (4.9%) and Wizz 
Air (4.2%). 

easyJet continues to expand its route network from its 
Berlin TXL base. During the first four days of August the 
UK carrier added 14 new routes, including its first ever 
services to Graz (3-weekly, competing with 6-weekly 
SkyWork service) and Oslo OSL (daily, competing with 4-
weekly SAS service). The Norwegian capital and Naples 
are the only new routes to be served daily. The 11 
remaining new routes (Ancona, Biarritz, Cagliari, Corfu, 

Faro, Genoa, Kefalonia, Ljubljana, Menorca, 
Montpellier and Pula) will all be served, at least initially, 
either 2-weekly or 3-weekly. easyJet faces no direct 
competition on eight of the 14 new routes but a mix of 
Germania, Eurowings, Laudamotion and TUI fly 
Deutschland compete on the summer sun routes to 
Cagliari, Corfu, Faro and Pula. 

easyJet has grown its network from Liverpool with the 
addition of three new routes between 28 July and 30 
July to Dalaman (2-weekly), Palermo (2-weekly) and 
Pula (2-weekly). None of these routes faces direct 
competition. Apart from these three new routes, easyJet 
also launched year-round service to Venice VCE at the 
start of W17/18, but dropped service to Menorca. As a 
result, it now serves 29 destinations from Liverpool in 
S18 compared with 26 in S17. Across all of S18, easyJet 
accounts for 47% of seat capacity at Liverpool, ahead of 
Ryanair (41%), Blue Air (4.4%), Flybe (3.7%) and Wizz Air 
(3.7%). 

Another easyJet base to see significant network 
expansion at the end of July was London SEN. Here the 
carrier launched four new routes; to Bordeaux (3-
weekly), Dubrovnik (2-weekly), Prague (2-weekly) and 
Pula (2-weekly). Competition comes from Flybe on the 
Dubrovnik route (2-weekly) and the Prague route (daily). 
This summer easyJet is serving 16 destinations from 
London SEN compared with 11 in S17, having also added 
service to Malta at the start of the W17/18 season. 
Across all of S18, easyJet accounts for 49% of seat 
capacity at London SEN, ahead of Flybe (46%) and Air 
Malta (4%). 

easyJet has also added a couple of new routes from its 
base in Naples with the addition of new links to Alghero 
and Faro. Both routes were launched on 24 July with 3-
weekly flights. The domestic service to Alghero only 
operates until 2 September and faces competition from 
Volotea’s 2-weekly service. The Portuguese service faces 
no competition. Three more new routes to Granada, 
Palermo and Turin start in early September. This 

Latest European route news 
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summer easyJet will offer flights to 41 destinations from 
Naples and accounts for 30% of seat capacity, making it 
the airport’s leading airline ahead of Ryanair (16%) and 
Alitalia (8%).  

Further network expansion has also taken place at 
another easyJet base, Venice VCE. Having recently 
added new routes to Berlin TXL, Catania, Corfu, 
Dubrovnik, Rhodes, Split and Thessaloniki, the carrier 
launched new routes to Bastia (2-weekly from 20 July), 
Brindisi (2-weekly from 21 July) and Cagliari (3-weekly 
from 20 July). The first two of these are seasonal and 
only operate until the beginning of September. 
Competition comes from Volotea which serves Brindisi 2
-weekly and Cagliari daily. easyJet also launched a new 
route to Liverpool at the start of W17/18 helping to 
increase the airline’s network from 32 routes in S17 to 
44 in S18. 

Eurowings launched a further six new routes during the 
last month; three from Munich (Montego Bay, Puerto 
Plata and Tivat), two from Stuttgart (Sylt and Varna) and 
one from Cologne Bonn (Osijek). The Sylt and Osijek 
routes will be served 2-weekly, the remaining routes just 
weekly. Montenegro Airlines competes on the Tivat 
route with a 2-weekly service while SunExpress 
Deutschland flies 3-weekly on the Varna route. 

Jet2.com joined three other carriers in connecting 
Birmingham with Corfu. On 21 July the UK leisure carrier 
began 2-weekly (Tuesdays and Saturdays) service on the 
2,200-kilometre route which is already served this 
summer by Ryanair (2-weekly), Thomas Cook Airlines (2-
weekly) and TUI Airways (5-weekly). This brings to 33 
the number of destinations now served by Jet2.com 
from Birmingham in S18. According to analysis of 
FlightGlobal schedules data, the carrier is now the fourth 
biggest at the airport this summer accounting for 12% of 
seat capacity, behind Flybe (17%), Ryanair (17%) and TUI 
Airways (12%). Jet2.com now serves Corfu from seven of 
its UK bases with a total of 17 weekly flights, compared 
with nine weekly flights in the peak of S17. 

LEVEL began operations from its new Vienna base on 17 
July with routes to London LGW (2-daily) and Palma de 
Mallorca (daily). This was followed on 23 July by 
Barcelona (daily), on 30 July by Malaga (3-weekly) and 
on 31 July by Olbia (3-weekly) and Venice VCE (daily). 
For details on all the competition the airline will face on 
these routes, and the others it will shortly be adding, see 
issue 20 of The ANKER Report. By mid-August LEVEL 
(using IATA code VK) will be serving 14 destinations from 
Vienna with 84 weekly flights operated by four A321s. 
That works out as three rotations per day, every day of 
the week for all four aircraft. 

Norwegian is using a 787-9 to operate its first two US 
routes from Madrid. On 15 July the carrier began a 4-
weekly service to Los Angeles (competing with Iberia’s 
daily service) followed on 18 July by a 3-weekly service 
to New York JFK. This route is more competitive with Air 
Europa, American Airlines and Delta Air Lines all 
operating a daily service and Iberia offering a 2-daily 
service. This brings to 57 the number of routes 
Norwegian operates between Europe and destinations 
in the Americas and Asia this summer with a total of 222 
weekly frequencies. 

Primera Air, which has had some aircraft delivery issues 
this summer, launched three seasonal routes from the 
UK at the end of July. It introduced weekly flights to 
Chania from Birmingham and London STN (both 
operating just six times each) and a 2-weekly service 
between London STN and Palma de Mallorca. On the 
latter route it will become the seventh carrier joining 
Ryanair (18-weekly), Jet2.com (14-weekly), easyJet (10-
weekly), Thomas Cook Airlines (2-weekly), TUI Airways 
(2-weekly) and British Airways (weekly). 

Sky Express is using ATR 42s to launch two new domestic 
routes from Athens to Mytilene and Samos. Both routes 
launched on 16 July and will be flown 14-weekly. Both 
routes are already flown by Olympic Air. It flies 21-
weekly to Samos using Q400s and 26-weekly to Mytilene 
using a mix of its Q400s and A320s operated by its 
parent company, Aegean Airlines. Astra Airlines also 
serves both routes, but with just 2-weekly flights.  

TAROM launched three connected routes on 15 July, all 
served 3-weekly (Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays) by 
the airline’s A318 fleet. The new routes are from 
Bucharest to Sibiu, Sibiu to Stuttgart and Timisoara to 
Stuttgart. According to FlightRadar24.com the same 
aircraft operates all three routes by flying Bucharest-
Sibiu-Stuttgart-Timisoara-Stuttgart-Sibiu-Bucharest. Of 
the new routes, only the Sibiu to Stuttgart link is already 
served, 5-weekly by Blue Air. TAROM already connects 
Sibiu with Munich (6-weekly) and Timisoara with 
Bucharest (27-weekly), Iasi (4-weekly) and Paris CDG (2-
weekly). 

Tianjin Airlines on 8 July began a weekly (Sunday) 
service between Hohhot in China and Moscow SVO 

using its A330-200s. Last year, the airport in Inner 
Mongolia handled 10.35 million passengers making it 
China’s 32nd busiest. This is the airport’s first non-stop 
destination to anywhere in Europe. For Tianjin Airlines 
this is the airline’s fifth route to Europe and third to 
Moscow SVO. The other two routes are from Chongqing 
to London LGW and from Xi’an to London LHR. 

Wizz Air now has a second aircraft based at its Romanian 
base in Iasi. As a result, the ULCC has launched seven 
new routes to Billund, Brussels CRL, Dortmund, 
Eindhoven, Malmö, Paris BVA and Thessaloniki. All will 
be served either 2-weekly or 3-weekly using an A320. 
The only route which is already served is Paris BVA, 
which Blue Air serves 4-weekly. Last year Iasi handled 
1.15 million passengers, an increase of 30% on 2016. In 
the first five months of 2018 demand is up a more 
modest 4.1%. This summer, Wizz Air appears to have 
overtaken Blue Air to be the leading airline at the 
airport, with both airlines having just under 40% of 
scheduled seat capacity. 

Wizz Air also added a new route from Sibiu in Romania. 
On 14 July the carrier began a new 2-weekly service to 
Tel Aviv. The ULCC now serves 11 destinations from 
Sibiu and is the airport’s leading carrier. Wizz Air now 
serves the Israeli airport from 16 airports. 

Announced routes 

Adria Airways announced plans to base a Saab 2000 at 
Paderborn/Lippstadt in Germany this winter and begin 
service to London SEN (3-weekly), Vienna (4-weekly) and 
Zurich (11-weekly). 

British Airways is returning to Pittsburgh after an 
absence of almost 20 years. It will serve the US city 4-
weekly from London LHR from 2 April 2019 using 787-8s. 
The UK flag-carrier will then serve 26 destinations in the 
US having added Nashville service earlier this year. 

KLM is also resuming a US route, this time to Boston. A 3
-weekly service from Amsterdam will commence on 31 
March 2019 using A330-300s. The Dutch carrier last 
served the US airport in 1994. SkyTeam partner Delta Air 
Lines already serves the market with a 2-daily service. 

Latest European route news 



 

The ANKER Report  Issue 21: Monday 6 August 2018 12 

 

frequency increases representing an additional 528 weekly 
departures. 

Norwegian drops two major Spanish routes 

Norwegian’s 27 dropped routes (representing 206 weekly 
flights) are just about outnumbered by the airline’s 39 new 
routes which account for 226 weekly departures and have 
an average weekly frequency of 2.9 flights per week. The 
biggest route droppings were Barcelona to Bilbao (21-
weekly) and Barcelona to Palma de Mallorca (20-weekly). 
Only two new routes have launched with at least daily 
service; London LGW to Chicago (daily) and Oslo to Paris 
CDG (13-weekly). The latter was just a shift from Paris ORY 
which was served daily. The carrier has cut frequency on 
20 routes but increased flights on 90.  

Wizz Air launches 100 new routes 

After Ryanair, Wizz Air has been the most dynamic of the 
carriers analysed. The weeks chosen for analysis include 
the period in 2017 when Vilnius was closed for runway 
maintenance and many flights were re-directed to Kaunas. 
This has had the effect of slightly exaggerating the amount 
of network activity at Wizz Air. 

However, even allowing for this slight anomaly, Wizz Air 
has still dropped over 50 routes since last summer, 
although only the Prague to Milan BGY service was served 

more than 3-weekly, with the 600-kilometre route served 
5-weekly in August 2017. Ryanair still serves the market 
while Czech Airlines and easyJet connect Prague with 
Milan MXP. 

Wizz Air has launched 100 new routes with an average 
weekly frequency of three flights per week. Just seven 
routes have been introduced with daily flights; London LTN 
to Athens and Larnaka, Budapest to Frankfurt FRA and 
Berlin SXF, Kiev IEV to Frankfurt FRA and Berlin SXF, and 
Vienna to Rome FCO. Just 25 routes have seen a reduction 
in weekly frequency while over 100 have seen an increase 
in weekly frequency. 

LCCs growing fastest in Germany in S18 

If, in addition to these five carriers, we also include 
Eurowings/germanwings (EW/4U), Jet2.com (LS), Transavia 
(HV/TO) and Volotea (V7) a clearer picture emerges of 
which are the leading country markets for LCCs and which 
countries have seen the biggest capacity growth from this 
basket of airlines in 2018 Q3.  

Of the top 15 European country markets for Europe’s 
biggest LCCs, 12 of them have seen LCC growth of between 
6% and 9%. The exceptions are Germany (+29%), Greece 
(+17%) and Denmark (+14%). The collapse of airberlin/NIKI 
in Germany clearly created a lot of potential for LCCs 
which they have been quick to exploit. 

Growth in the Greek market has been driven by Volotea 
(which opened a base this summer in Athens), Transavia, 
Jet2.com and Wizz Air, with Ryanair, which is still the 
leading (U)LCC in Greece, cutting its capacity by some 10% 
for 2018 Q3. 

Norwegian is the main contributor to Denmark’s LCC 
growth (+14%) with easyJet (+38%) also making a 
significant contribution. Ryanair’s growth in the Danish 
market is less than 1%. 

Ryanair cuts capacity in three top 10 markets 

The graphs below reveal the top 12 country markets for 
each of the five main (U)LCCs selected in the original 
analysis. Ryanair has cut capacity in three of its biggest 
markets (France, Belgium and Greece) while Vueling has 
cut capacity in the UK and Netherlands. Norwegian has 
reduced capacity in its second biggest country market, 
Spain.  

Vueling has the biggest concentration in a single country 
(Spain), the UK is top for easyJet and Norway for 
Norwegian. Any one of three countries (Spain, Italy and 
UK) could be Ryanair’s biggest country market in the next 
few years while Wizz Air has arguably the most even 
spread of capacity across its biggest markets with its 
biggest county market Poland being less then six times 
bigger than its 12th country market, Lithuania. 


