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As summer in Europe slowly turns to autumn, airlines are now 
increasingly looking at next summer’s schedules. However, first 
we have the tricky, five-month winter season, from the end of 
October to the end of March 2019. Traditionally this is a tough 
time for European airlines, as many are not profitable during 
this period due to the seasonality of demand and yields. 

While most of the planning and scheduling for the winter 
season should be virtually complete, many airlines continue to 
refine and finalize their winter programmes, tweaking flight 
times, adjusting aircraft types and managing frequencies across 
a period that contains occasional peaks in demand (around 
Christmas) but also the quietest month of the year for travel 
demand (February). 

Seats up almost 10% compared with W17/18 

Using the latest available schedules data from FlightGlobal, The 
ANKER Report estimates that the number of flights operating 
across Europe’s airports this winter is set to rise by an above 
average 8%, with seat capacity up 9.6% and ASKs up 11.8%. This 
is helped by the fact that the year-on-year analysis now no 
longer includes the likes of airberlin/NIKI and Monarch Airlines, 
which both pretty much ceased operations before the start of 
W17/18. 

This summer’s biggest airline collapses in Europe have been 
more modest; Sweden’s NextJet, Russia’s Saratov Airlines and 
Switzerland’s SkyWork (see page 13) being the most notable 
failures this summer. Conversely, there has been one major 
new entrant, Austrian-based Laudamotion, while other carriers 
such as LEVEL and Wizz Air have started new operations using 
different AOCs, LEVEL in Austria and Wizz Air in the UK.  

While Brexit remains a major source of uncertainty for the UK 
market, the rest of Europe has got through summer with no 
major economic meltdowns, though the exceedingly hot 

weather in several countries has caused some tourism issues. 
With the Turkish market apparently back to full health, and fuel 
prices still reasonably low, most airlines are planning for growth 
this winter. 

Wizz Air and LOT growing by more than 20% this winter 

The ANKER Report has identified the Top 30 airlines operating 
from Europe’s airports this winter. They include 17 flag-carriers, 
seven well established LCCs, two Gulf carriers, plus Air Europa, 
Flybe, S7 Airlines and LCC newcomer Laudamotion. 

Among the Top 15 airlines the split is much closer, with eight 
flag-carriers and seven (U)LCCs. With the exception of Turkey’s 
Pegasus Airlines and Ryanair, the other five low-cost airlines are 

all growing seat capacity by at least 10%. In comparison, the 
fastest-growing flag-carriers (Aeroflot and Lufthansa) are both 
growing by just 5.3%, the same as Ryanair. 

To find a flag-carrier growing by at least 10% you have to go 
down to 19th-ranked Finnair, which is reporting capacity 
growth of 10.5%. However, the fastest-growing flag-carrier this 
winter, as it was in summer, is Poland’s LOT, with winter 
capacity up just over 25%. 

The only other Top 30 carriers set for growth of at least 15% 
this winter are Norwegian (whose ASK growth is even higher at 
27% thanks to its on-going long-haul expansion) and Qatar 
Airways (+18%), though Ukraine International Airlines (+14%) 
comes close. 

Over 400 new routes already planned for W18/19 

The ANKER Report’s database of planned new routes shows 
that airlines have already announced over 400 new services 
which are set to start between the end of October and mid-
March 2019. There are likely to be 
some more announced in the 
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Welcome 

With airline, airport and tourism 
representatives set to convene in 
Guangzhou for World Routes next 
week, this latest issue of The ANKER 
Report looks closely at route develop-
ments across Europe this winter. 

On a personal note, this issue is 
dedicated to my father, a pilot with the 
RAF, BEA and British Airways, who 
passed away recently. 

 Ralph Anker 
ralph@anker-report.com 

http://www.adr.it/web/aeroporti-di-roma-en-/bsn-route-development
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Lufthansa first entered the low-cost airline market back 
in October 2002 when germanwings opened its base at 
Cologne Bonn. germanwings was a brand of Eurowings, 
an airline which was formed out of the merger of two 
smaller regional airlines, NFD and RFG in 1993. When 
germanwings was launched Lufthansa was a 25% 
shareholder in Eurowings but seemed happy not to 
highlight too much the link between germanwings and 
Lufthansa. 

Over time Lufthansa has taken more control of 
Eurowings and it is now a fully-owned subsidiary within 
the Lufthansa Group.  

Rapid growth since 2012 

As Lufthansa found itself facing increased low-cost 
competition in the German market, a decision was made  
in 2013 to hand over almost all Lufthansa operations 
that did not operate from Frankfurt and Munich to 
germanwings/Eurowings. As a result, the airline grew 
quickly in 2014 and 2015. Routes continued to be served 
somewhat confusingly by a mix of germanwings (IATA 
code 4U) and Eurowings (IATA code EW) aircraft and 
crew. Gradually the germanwings brand was phased out, 
though flights operating with a 4U code only finished in 
October 2017 according to FlightGlobal schedules data. 

Then came the collapse of airberlin in late October 2017 
and the Lufthansa Group found itself with a huge 
opportunity to further consolidate its position in the 
German market. After some expected intervention from 
regulatory authorities and concerns from the EU about 
potential market dominance, Lufthansa and Eurowings 
took over a significant proportion of airberlin’s fleet and 
operation of many of its German routes. The airline’s 
Austrian subsidiary has morphed into Laudamotion, in 
which Ryanair has a significant stake. 

Comparison with other European LCCs 

The S18 season has seen Eurowings launch dozens of 
new routes, many formerly operated by airberlin. As of 
the beginning of September the airline has a fleet of 
almost 100 aircraft. This comprises two A340s, six A330s,   
47 A320s, 18 A319s, 20 Q400s (operated by LGW - 
Luftfahrtgesellschaft Walter) and two 737-800s operated 
on the airline’s behalf by TUI fly Deutschland. Some of 
the A319s  and A320s are now also operated by LGW. 

Comparing Eurowings in S18 with its major (U)LCC rivals 
reveals that it now ranks fifth in Europe with 23.8 million 
seats. This is a long way behind Ryanair (92.9 million) 
and easyJet (65.2 million), but within touching distance 
of Norwegian (28.6 million) and Vueling (26.4 million), 
and just ahead of Wizz Air (23.4 million). 

Increasing average sector length as long-haul grows 

According to FlightGlobal schedules data comparing 
Eurowings in 2018 with the combined germanwings and 
Eurowings operations in 2017 reveals that while the 
number of flights has risen by 25%, seat capacity has 
grown by 19% (the influence of the smaller Q400s being 
part of the fleet) while ASKs have increased by 32%, 
driven by a significant increase in the airline’s long-haul 
operations which has pushed up the average sector 
length from 1022 kilometres in 2017 to 1134 kilometres 
in 2018. For most of the period between 2004 and 2015 
the airline’s average sector length was around 850 
kilometres. 

Analysis of which airports are no longer served by 
Lufthansa’s in-house LCC reveals that Warsaw WAW 
(served from Düsseldorf), Toulouse (from Hamburg), 
Istanbul SAW (from Cologne Bonn and Stuttgart), Ankara  
(from Dortmund, Düsseldorf and Stuttgart), Malta (from 
Vienna) and Rostock (from Stuttgart) are the airports 
with the most flights in S17 that were not served in S18.  

Several new airports added in 2018 

While a number of destinations have disappeared from 
the Eurowings route map in the last 12 months, others 
were added. These were Cancun (from Düsseldorf and 
Munich), Copenhagen (from Düsseldorf since Jan), Fort 
Myers (Düsseldorf and Munich since May), Guernsey 
(from Düsseldorf since May), Monastir (from Cologne 
Bonn since March), Mostar (from Düsseldorf and 
Stuttgart since May), and New York JFK (from Düsseldorf 
since April).  

Mostar in Bosnia & Herzegovina won a public vote last 

Eurowings now #1 airline at six of Germany’s top 10 airports; long-
haul network grows from eight to 26 routes with focus on US 
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October on the airline’s website which allowed people 
to pick a new destination. Mostar beat Shannon In 
Ireland and Trapani in Italy in the ‘You vote, we fly’ 
campaign, which the airline has indicated may be 
repeated later this year. 

Düsseldorf is Eurowings’s biggest base in S18 followed 
by Cologne Bonn, Stuttgart and Hamburg. Palma de 
Mallorca in fifth place is the airline’s busiest airport 
outside of Germany (shown in red). Analysis of schedule 
data for S18 reveals that Eurowings is already the 
leading airline at six of Germany’s top 10 airports; 
Cologne Bonn (48% of scheduled seats), Düsseldorf 
(35%), Hamburg (28%), Hannover (17%), Nuremberg 
(19%) and Stuttgart (41%). Not surprisingly, Lufthansa 
leads the way in Frankfurt and Munich, while easyJet is 
the biggest carrier at Berlin TXL, while Ryanair is 
marginally ahead of easyJet at Berlin SXF. Eurowings is 
also the busiest airline in Salzburg in Austria (44%). 

Eurowings has almost 30% of domestic capacity 

In S17 the leading airlines in the German domestic 
market were Lufthansa (53%), airberlin (23%) and 
Eurowings/germanwings (21%). This summer Lufthansa 
has increased its share to 60%, Eurowings has around 
28% and easyJet now has 9% thanks to the domestic 
routes it has launched from Berlin TXL. 

Eurowings operates 28 domestic routes in S18 up from 
24 in S17. It has added seven new domestic routes but 
also dropped three; Munich-Weeze, Hamburg-
Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden and Stuttgart-Rostock for a net 
gain of four. Among the new domestic routes are the 
major trunk routes of Düsseldorf-Munich, Düsseldorf-
Stuttgart, Cologne Bonn-Munich and Hamburg-Munich. 

Spain is #1 destination but US growing fast 

While the German market dominates for Eurowings, 
Spain is by far the biggest country market outside of 
Germany, almost twice as big as its nearest rivals Austria 
and Italy. Spain has also grown significantly (+43%) as 
Eurowings has taken the place of airberlin on a number 
of routes, particularly to Palma de Mallorca. 

The US may only rank 11th among non-German country 
markets but it has seen huge growth as Eurowings has 
developed its long-haul network from Cologne Bonn, 
Düsseldorf and Munich. This summer saw the airline 
launch seven new US routes: Las Vegas and Seattle-
Tacoma from Cologne Bonn; Fort Myers, Miami and New 

York JFK from Düsseldorf; and Fort Myers and Las Vegas 
from Munich.  

This summer Eurowings is operating 26 long-haul routes; 
11 from Cologne Bonn, 10 from Munich and five from 
Düsseldorf. Long-haul capacity (seats) is up 177% 
compared with S17. 

Palma and US routes dominate ASK rankings 

Looking at the airline’s biggest routes by ASKs (Available 
Seat Kilometres) shows that six of the top 10 routes are 
high frequency services to Palma de Mallorca, while the 
remaining four are US routes. Rounding out the Top 15 
are more long-haul routes, all served only 2-weekly, to 
Bangkok, Cancun, Mauritius and Jamaica. 

More winter sun routes coming 

Looking ahead, most of the new routes announced by 
Eurowings for this winter are ‘winter sun’ routes to 
various destination in the Canary Islands such as Gran 
Canaria, Lanzarote and Tenerife TFS. Havana and Kosice 

in Slovakia will also welcome new Eurowings routes this 
winter. 

Two new routes have already been announced for 2019.  
From 4 April Nuremberg will be connected with Split  in 
Croatia while from 1 July Düsseldorf will welcome an 
additional US route, this time to Las Vegas. 

https://www.aia.gr/media/athroutes/index.html
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Kiev Boryspil Airport lies some 30 kilometres south-east 
of Kiev and is the country’s busiest airport. Last year the 
airport saw passenger numbers grow by 22% and pass 
the 10 million mark. In 2016 traffic had grown by 19%. 
This rapid growth in recent years has been driven 
primarily by the rapid expansion of the national carrier, 
Ukraine International Airlines, which has focussed on 
making the airport a significant hub and looking to grow 
transfer traffic.  

AeroSvit collapse impacts traffic  

Traffic had previously peaked in 2012 at just under 8.5 
million passengers. That year AeroSvit was the leading 
airline at the airport accounting for almost 40% of 
scheduled seat capacity according to FlightGlobal 
schedules data. However, the carrier collapsed and 
ceased operation in February 2013. Along with the civil 
unrest in the country in 2014, this resulted in passenger 
traffic falling to under seven million in 2014. 

Since then Ukraine International Airlines has grown 
significantly while Russian carriers such as Aeroflot and 
S7 Airlines have been banned from the airport since 
early December 2015 following the annexation of Crimea  
by Russia. 

Traffic up 18% in first half of 2018 

The airport’s seasonality profile is typical for a northern 
European airport with traffic peaking in July and August.  
So far in the first half of 2018 passenger numbers are up 
18% compared with 2017. May was a particularly strong 
month with demand up 22% thanks in part to Kiev 
hosting the Champions League football final on 26 May 
between Real Madrid and Liverpool, which the Spanish 
side won 3-1. 

National carrier growing its market share 

Ukraine International Airlines (UIA) serves some 60 
destinations from Kiev KBP. This summer it accounts for 
around 72% of scheduled seat capacity, up from 69% in 
S17. In the last 12 months the airline has launched new 
routes to Krakow (December 2017), Vinnytsia (March 
2018), Cairo (April), Copenhagen (April), Delhi (May) and 
Toronto (June). However, services to Kutaisi in Georgia 
and Palanga in Lithuania have been suspended. 

UIA is 15 times bigger than the second biggest airline at 
the airport, Lufthansa. The German flag-carrier serves 
both its Frankfurt and Munich hubs with multiple-daily 
flights. Then comes Turkish Airlines which offers 16-
weekly service to its main Istanbul IST hub.  

Several new flag-carriers in 2018 

This summer has seen Kiev KBP welcome several new 
European flag-carriers. Air Malta (from Malta), Air 
Moldova (from Chisinau) and SWISS (from Zurich) have 
all introduced new services.  

They will be joined shortly by Brussels Airlines, which 
begins 4-weekly service from Brussels on 17 October. 
Most of Europe’s major flag-carriers serve Kiev KBP 
though Alitalia, SAS and TAP Portugal are notable 
exceptions. 

UIA’s long-haul network comprises Bangkok, Beijing, 
Colombo, Delhi, New York JFK and Toronto. Among the 
major Middle Eastern hubs, UIA serves Dubai DXB, Air 

Arabia serves Sharjah while Qatar Airways began service 
from Doha in late August 2017.  

Ryanair will be #2 carrier this winter 

Ryanair finally launched service to Ukraine on 3 
September when it began 4-weekly service from Berlin 
SXF. A further 11 routes will be added at the start of the 
winter season at the end of October. Six of these routes 

will be to destinations in Poland as well as Barcelona, 
Bratislava, London STN, Stockholm NYO and Vilnius. 

This will make Ryanair the second biggest airlines at Kiev 
KBP in November with 162 departing flights. No other 
European LCCs serve the airport, though Wizz Air has a 
significant presence at Kiev IEV having served Boryspil 
between July 2008 and March 2011. 

Ukraine International Airlines growing more dominant at Kiev KBP; 
Ryanair set to launch 12 routes and become #2 carrier this winter  



 

The ANKER Report  Issue 23: Monday 10 September 2018 5 

France: Passenger demand at French airports was up 
around 4% in July with Bordeaux and Nantes leading the 
way, both registering double-digit growth. Among 
airlines, Air France, British Airways and Ryanair all 
reduced capacity compared with last July, while easyJet, 
HOP!, Transavia France and TUI fly Belgium all grew. 

Ireland: Traffic was up 6% in July with Dublin achieving 
growth of almost 7%. Neither Ryanair (+6%) nor Aer 
Lingus (+4%) grew as quickly with Flybe and Norwegian 
(both +34%) leading the way regarding capacity growth. 
Norwegian had no new routes but had doubled 
frequency on its Dublin to Stewart service. 

Norway: Norway’s airports reported passenger growth 
of just under 4% in July with all of the country’s top six 
airports growing by between 1.2% and 5.5%. Norwegian 
is growing more than SAS in its home market, while 
ULCCs Wizz Air (+11%) and Ryanair (+31%) are growing 
significantly faster. 

http://www.gva.ch/b2b
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Although Morocco is not a member of the European 
Union, the country signed an agreement in December 
2006 that replaced the previous traditional bilateral 
agreement and removed all capacity restrictions 
between Morocco and the EU. This enabled new airlines 
to enter the market and boosted non-stop flights to 
Europe from Morocco’s regional airports. 

As a result, scheduled seat capacity between Morocco 
and Europe almost doubled in just four years between 
2006 and 2010. After such rapid growth came a period of 
consolidation with annual capacity fluctuating modestly 
between 6.5 million and 7.8 million seats until 2016. 

Market up 25% in last two years 

However, the last two years have seen significant growth 
with capacity up around 12% in both 2017 and 2018. 
This increase of almost two million annual one-way seats 
between 2016 and 2018 has been driven primarily by 
LCCs rather than flag-carriers. Just three airlines account 
for 65% of the increase in seats; Ryanair (+518,000 seats, 
+34%), Air Arabia Maroc (+446,000 seats, +62%) and 
Transavia France (+333,000 seats, +94%).  

The next biggest contributors to the capacity growth are 
Air France (+93,000 seats, +30%), TAP Portugal (+75,000 
seats, +95%) and Transavia Netherlands (+60,000 seats 
+55%). During this period Royal Air Maroc increased its 
annual seat capacity by just under 16,000 seats, 
representing capacity growth of less than 1%. 

European passengers up 15% in first half of 2018 

Monthly passenger data from ONDA since 2015 shows a 
consistent pattern of seasonality with demand peaking 
in April and August. Passengers between Europe and 
Morocco are up 15% in the first half of 2018. According 
to government statistics for the period January to April, 
tourist arrivals (the vast majority of which are from 
Europe) were up 12%. Foreign tourists increased by 19% 
while the arrivals of Moroccans living abroad grew by 
just 1% according to the Tourism Observatory. 

In terms of country markets, Italy had the highest 
growth (+18%) followed by Germany (+12%), France 
(+11%) and the UK and the Netherlands both recording 
increases of 10%. The two tourist destinations 
Marrakech and Agadir alone generated 61% of total 
overnight stays at the end of April, according to the 
Observatory. 

Royal Air Maroc still #1 but for how much longer? 

On routes to Europe from Morocco, Royal Air Maroc is 
still the leading carrier, operating primarily from its main 
base in Casablanca. However, this summer European 
capacity was down by 5% while its nearest rival, Ryanair, 
has registered capacity growth of almost 20%. If that 
pattern were to continue Ryanair would become the 
leading airline between Europe and Morocco by 2020. 
Most of the flag-carriers serving the market (shown in 
red) have seen little or no growth in capacity compared 
with S17 with the exception of TAP Portugal. The Star 
Alliance carrier actually launched a new, daily service 
connecting Lisbon with Fez last October. 

Over 50 new services were launched by airlines to 
Morocco between August 2017 and August 2018. Of 
these around 20 are operating just weekly and most of 
the others are operating just 2-weekly. The new TAP 
Portugal service is the only new route to be launched 
with at least 4-weekly flights. 

Ryanair growing again this winter 

Ryanair has two bases in Morocco; Fez and Marrakech. 
However, it also serves Agadir, Rabat, Nador, Oujda and 
Tangier. Marrakech now accounts for almost half of its 
flights in Morocco and this summer it served 28 
destinations in Europe from the airport. This winter that 
number is set to jump to 43 as Ryanair launches 13 new 
routes and resumes service on two previously served 
destinations in Germany; Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden and 
Memmingen. 

Other upcoming new services already announced 
include Air Arabia Maroc from Agadir to Basel and 
Birmingham, and Lufthansa from Frankfurt to Agadir. 
New Marrakech routes include Blue Air from Bucharest 
OTP, British Airways from London LHR, easyJet from 
Toulouse, Turkish Airlines from Istanbul IST (in March 
2019) and Wizz Air from Vilnius and Warsaw WAW. 

Europe-Morocco market grows 25% in two years; Ryanair gaining on 
Royal Air Maroc and launching 15 new Marrakech routes this winter 
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SN Brussels Airlines was formed in 2002 after the 
collapse of the previous Belgian flag-carrier, SABENA, in 
the wake of the impact on aviation of ‘9/11’. In late 2006 
it merged with local rival Virgin Express to form Brussels 
Airlines (IATA code SN). The new combined entity 
commenced operations at the start of S07. 

Between 2007 and 2014 annual seat capacity increased 
from just over eight million seats to just over nine 
million. During this period Lufthansa became a 
shareholder in the airline and since December 2016 has 
taken full control of the carrier. 

Rapid growth since 2014 

Since 2014 Brussels Airlines has been growing 
significantly, with capacity up over 40% in the last four 
years. Most of the airline’s growth in 2018 was from 
acquiring Thomas Cook Airlines Belgium at the of 2017. 
This added over 20 new destinations to Brussels 
Airlines’s network in 2018, though the vast majority of 
these leisure routes were operated at relatively low 
weekly frequencies. 

A summary of the routes added and dropped each year 
is shown in the table below. This is for non-stop service 
from Brussels. It should be noted that several of the 
airline’s African services either operate as one-stop 
service or as part of a triangle. As a result some of the 
destinations apparently dropped have merely changed 
from non-stop to a one-stop service. 

Two of the dropped routes listed for 2018 (to Bristol, 
and Nuremberg) had been operated in recent years on 
behalf of Brussels Airlines by bmi regional (now known 
as flybmi). At the start of the W17/18 season flybmi took 
over as being the marketing airline for the routes, 
though Brussels Airlines still codeshares. The Bremen 
route is no longer served by any carrier. 

Six African routes in airline’s Top 15 by ASKs 

Analysis of this summer’s leading routes by ASKs 
(Available Seat Kilometres) reveals two US destinations 
leading the way (shown in red). What makes Brussels 
Airlines unusual is that six of its Top 15 routes by this 
metric are to destinations in Africa, while only one is in 
Asia (Mumbai). 

The airline’s monthly traffic results are now included as 
part of Eurowings’s figures as reported by Lufthansa 
Group. The German carrier’s apparent plans for the 
airline resulted in the resignation earlier this year of 
Brussels Airlines’s CEO and CFO. 

Brussels Airlines has increased its share of scheduled 
seat capacity at Brussels BRU airport from 31% in S14 to 
40% in S18. The next biggest carriers are Ryanair and TUI 
fly Belgium, each with around 8% of seat capacity. 
Looking ahead, new routes scheduled for this winter are 
Kiev KBP, Monastir in Tunisia and Wroclaw. 

Brussels Airlines now serves over 100 destinations from Brussels; six 
of Top 15 routes are to Africa; now accounts for 40% of BRU capacity 

Brussels Airlines’s summer network changes from Brussels 2008-2018 
Year Non-stop summer destinations added Non-stop summer destinations dropped 

2008 5 - Bucharest OTP, Entebbe, Kinshasa, Ljubljana, Monrovia 10 - Bari, Berlin SXF, Casablanca, Freetown, London LHR, Murcia, Nairobi, 
Seville, St. Petersburg, Valencia 

2009 4 - Berlin TXL, Palermo, Seville, Vilnius 6 - Berlin THF, Bucharest OTP, Cagliari, Kinshasa, Ljubljana, Milan BGY 

2010 7 - Accra, Cotonou, Hannover, Lome, London LHR, Milan LIN, Ouagadougou 4 - Frankfurt, Helsinki, London LGW, Munich 

2011 6 - Agadir, Bamako, Banjul, Kinshasa, Lamezia Terme, Marrakech 4 - Accra, Cotonou, Entebbe, Palermo 

2012 5 - Basel, Conakry, Cotonou, Freetown, New York JFK 5 - Banjul, Lome**, Palma de Mallorca, Seville, Yaounde** 

2013 4 - Banjul, Edinburgh, Palermo, Washington IAD 8 - Athens, Bamako, Conakry**, Freetown, Krakow, Monrovia, Newcastle,  
Warsaw WAW 

2014 13 - Ajaccio, Alicante, Athens, Bari, Bastia, Cagliari, Figari, Freetown, Krakow, Malta, 
Montpellier, Seville, Warsaw WAW 

2 - Banjul**, Lamezia Terme 

2015 12 - Billund, Bordeaux, Bremen, Calvi, Dubrovnik, Ibiza, Monrovia, Olbia, Riga,  
St. Petersburg, Tarbes/Lourdes, Zagreb 

4 - Bari, Cagliari, Montpellier, Yaounde 

2016 11 - Accra, Belfast BHD, Entebbe, Gran Canaria, Heraklion, Jerez, Nantes, Nuremberg, 
Tenerife TFS, Thessaloniki, Toronto 

5 - Kigali, Malta, Marrakech, Monrovia, Riga 

2017 9 - Comiso, Funchal, Kaunas, Marrakech, Monrovia, Mumbai, Palma de Mallorca, 
Rhodes, Yerevan 

4 - Agadir, Belfast BHD, Cotonou**, Tarbes/Lourdes 

2018 27 - Agadir*, Almeria*, Antalya, Bourgas*, Chania*, Corfu*, Djerba, Enfidha*,  
Fuerteventura*, Girona*, Hurghada*, Kalamata, Kigali, Kos*, Lanzarote*, Marsa 
Alam*, Menorca*, Mykonos*, Ohrid*, Pafos*, Reus*, Santorini, Split*, Tivat*, Varna*, 
Zadar, Zakynthos* 

6 - Bremen, Bristol, Entebbe**, Kaunas, Monrovia**, Nuremberg 

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for May-September for 2007-2018.   
*Operated by Thomas Cook Airlines Belgium in S17.  **Still served in S18 from BRU via an intermediate point.  
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Italy: Assaeroporti has reported that passenger traffic  in 
July across Italy’s commercial airports was up by 3.3%. 
All the top 12 airports, with the exception of Milan LIN, 
reported growth, although only Palermo (+14%) 
registered growth of more than 10%. Volotea (+20%) 
and easyJet (+12%) starred among the leading airlines. 

Switzerland: Swiss airports recorded passenger growth 
of 3.6% in July with Basel leading the way (+7%). 
Unusually, the two fastest-growing airlines in July were 
also the two biggest, SWISS (+7%) and easyJet (+6%). 
Sadly, Bern-based SkyWork Airlines, not one of the top 
10 airlines, ceased operations at the end of August. 

Turkey: After double-digit growth for most of 2018, 
Turkey’s airports saw traffic growth of just 6.5% in July. 
The country’s busiest airport at Istanbul IST saw no 
growth, unlike Antalya where tourism traffic was up over 
19%. Thomas Cook Airlines of the UK was the fastest-
growing major airline with capacity up almost 50%. 
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All non-stop flights between Europe and South Korea use 
Seoul Incheon Airport, which last year handled 62.1 
million passengers. The country’s next busiest airport on 
the island of Jeju handled just under 30 million 
passengers but has no non-stop service to Europe. 

Between 2010 and 2018 non-stop capacity between 
Europe and Seoul ICN has virtually doubled from 1.43 
million one-way seats to 2.78 million in 2018. Capacity 
grew by 12% in 2011, 2014 and 2015 while this year’s 
growth of just under 9% is marginally better than last 
year’s growth of just over 8%. 

The market also saw double-digit growth in 2007 and 
2008 but capacity fell by 7% in 2009 as a result of the 
global recession. This was followed in 2010 by growth of 
less than 1%. 

Korean Air and Asiana share 60% of the market 

Schedule data for 2017 and 2018 shows that Korean Air 
is the dominant carrier in the market offering 80% more 
seats to Europe than its nearest rival Asiana Airlines. 
Between them the two South Korean carriers account 
for 60% of capacity on routes to Europe.  

Korean Air began service to Zagreb on 1 September 
making the Croatian capital its 15th destination in 
Europe. Ranked in order of seat capacity in 2018 the 
other 14 European destinations served are Paris CDG, 
Frankfurt, London LHR, Rome FCO, Moscow SVO, 
Prague, Amsterdam, Vienna, Barcelona, Madrid, Istanbul 
IST, Milan MXP, St. Petersburg and Zurich.  

Local rival Asiana Airlines has served just eight European 
airports during 2018. Barcelona recently became the 
latest scheduled destination having been operated as a 
charter service in 2017, while Oslo was also served for 
the first time as a scheduled service during July and 
August. Its other six European destinations (in order of 
2018 capacity) are Frankfurt, London LHR, Rome FCO, 
Paris CDG, Istanbul IST and Venice VCE. The first five of 
these compete head-to-head with Korean Air. 

10 European carriers serve Seoul 

There are 10 European airlines serving Seoul ICN with 
non-stop flights. Turkish Airlines currently offers the 
most capacity having overtaken Lufthansa this year, as 
the German carrier reduced seat capacity by 12% 
compared with 2017. The fastest-growing European 
carrier in the market is LOT Polish Airlines which 
launched flights in October 2016. Initially served 3-
weekly, frequency was increased to 5-weekly in July 
2017 and has remained at that level ever since. As a 
result the Polish carrier’s capacity is up 32% in 2018 
compared with 2017.  

In 2007 only five European carriers served Seoul ICN, 
with Lufthansa leading the way followed by Air France, 
KLM, Aeroflot and Turkish Airlines. The German carrier 
had launched flights from Munich that year, 
complementing its existing Frankfurt service. 

Finnair entered the market in June 2008 from Helsinki 
with British Airways belatedly returning to South Korea 
after a 15-year absence in December 2012 with 6-weekly 
flights. Czech Airlines began serving Seoul in June 2013 
with 3-weekly flights. Being a SkyTeam member like 
Korean Air, meant the airline could offer some good 
onward connection options. Alitalia, another SkyTeam 
member, began service to Seoul ICN on 4 June 2015 with 
3-weekly flights.  

Frankfurt #1 for Seoul seats in 2018 

With the addition of Zagreb, 20 European cities will have 
had direct service to South Korea in 2018 with Frankfurt, 
Paris CDG and London LHR having the most capacity. In 
volume terms Barcelona was the fastest-growing with an 
additional 44,000 one-way seats in 2018 (+130%). 

Europe-South Korea capacity doubles since 2010; European carriers 
have only 40% of market; Zagreb latest airport to get Seoul service 
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When Lufthansa began serving Pamplona last November 
it became the Spanish airport’s only international 
scheduled service. That has remained the case this 
summer. Analysis by The ANKER Report of FlightGlobal 
schedules data for a week in August 2018 indicates that 
Pamplona is not alone in offering just a single 
international destination. Looking across Europe 
(excluding Russia), The ANKER Report has identified 
some 32 airports in 12 countries that satisfy the criteria. 

It should be noted that since not all charter services 
appear in FlightGlobal schedules data, some of these 
airports may have additional international services not 
listed here. 

Of the 32 airports, 19 are located in just three countries; 
France, Sweden and Turkey. Among these is Grenoble 

which has several international services in winter to 
cater for ski traffic but only one international route in 
summer, with Ryanair to London STN. In fact, of the 
seven French airports listed here, for five them their only 
international service is to a London airport. 

London and Düsseldorf popular as ‘solo’ routes 

While Pamplona is the only Spanish airport with a single 
international route there are no German airports in this 
position and only one (Parma) in Italy. The Italian airport 
is served by FlyOne from Chisinau in Moldova. 

Durham Tees Valley in the UK and Vaasa in Finland are 
noteworthy for having flag-carriers from other countries 
(KLM and SAS respectively) offering multiple-daily 
services to their hubs (Amsterdam and Stockholm ARN) 
but no other international routes. Four of the six Turkish 

airports share the same, solitary international 
destination; Düsseldorf in Germany, served mostly by 
Germania, the fast-growing leisure airline. 

Over 30 European airports (including Pamplona, Parma and Pau) 
serve just a single international route with scheduled flights in S18 

Country Airports Airport (route, airline, weekly frequency) 

France 7 Brive BVE (London STN, Ryanair, 2), Caen CFR (London SEN, Flybe, 4), Chateauroux CHR (London SEN, IGavion, 2), Grenoble GNB (London STN,  
Ryanair, 3), Lorient LRT (Porto, Ryanair, 3), Pau PUF (Marrakech, Air Arabia Maroc, 1), Quimper UIP (London LCY, British Airways, 4) 

Sweden 6 Jonkoping JKG (Frankfurt, flybmi, 12), Karlstad KSD (Larnaka, TUI fly Nordic, 1), Norrkoping NRK (Munich, flybmi, 5), Orebro ORB (Düsseldorf,  
Germania, 1), Skelleftea SFT (Malaga, SAS, 1), Umea UME (Helsinki, Finnair, 6) 

Turkey 6 Denizli DNZ (Tehran IKA, various, 6), Edremit EDO (Düsseldorf, Germania, 1), Eskisehir AOE (Ostend, TUI fly Belgium, 2), Kutahya KZR (Düsseldorf, 
various, 2), Malatya MLX (Düsseldorf, Germania, 2), Zonguldak ONQ (Düsseldorf, Germania, 4) 

UK 4 Durham Tees Valley MME (Amsterdam, KLM, 14), Isle Of Man IOM (Dublin, Aer Lingus, 12), Kirkwall KOI (Bergen, Loganair, 1), Sumburgh LSI (Bergen, 
Loganair, 2) 

Greece 2 Ioannina IOA (Larnaka, TUS Airways, 2), Skyros SKU (Paris CDG, ASL Airlines France, 1) 

Denmark 1 Karup KRP (Chania, Danish Air Transport, 1) 

Finland 1 Vaasa VAA (Stockholm ARN, SAS, 17) 

Ireland 1 Donegal CFN (Glasgow, Loganair, 5) 

Italy 1 Parma PMF (Chisinau, FlyOne, 3) 

Romania 1 Satu Mare SUJ (London LTN, Wizz Air, 2) 

Spain 1 Pamplona PNA (Frankfurt, Lufthansa, 4) 

Switzerland 1 Sion SIR (Palma de Mallorca, Helvetic, 1) 

European airports with only one scheduled international route in S18 

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for w/c 13 August 2018. 
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London Luton is where easyJet launched operations in 
1995. It quickly became the airport’s leading airline and 
it is still home to the company’s bright orange corporate 
headquarters. Although Luton now only ranks fourth 
among easyJet’s airports in S18 (after London LGW, 
Milan MXP and Geneva) it is still the biggest carrier at 
the airport.  

However, in recent times Wizz Air has been growing 
rapidly and according to analysis of FlightGlobal 
schedules data for January 2019, Wizz Air will overtake 
easyJet to become Luton’s leading airline. Contributing  
to the carrier’s growth in Luton are new routes to Tallinn 
(17 September), Eilat/Ovda (28 October), Lisbon (28 
October), Kharkiv (13 November), Tromso (14 
December), Grenoble and Verona (both 15 December). 

Traffic up 65% in last four years 

Between 1998 and 2005 Luton’s traffic more than 
doubled from 4.1 million to 9.1 million as easyJet 
expanded rapidly. However, between 2005 and 2013 
passenger numbers were between 8.7 million (in 2010) 
and 10.2 million (in 2008). From 2013 to 2017 the airport  
again experienced rapid growth with demand surging by 
65% to reach almost 16 million in 2017. 

Although the demise of Monarch Airlines at the end of 
the S17 season did not impact too heavily on the 
airport’s winter traffic, the relative lack of growth in the 
first half of 2018 (demand is up just 2%) can be 
attributed to Monarch’s collapse. Like easyJet, 
Monarch’s headquarters was at Luton. Monarch was 
Luton’s fourth busiest carrier in S17, though accounting 
for only around 5% of the airport’s traffic. 

easyJet and Wizz Air grow in 2018 

easyJet has continued to expand its route network from 
Luton in the last 12 months. Last winter it launched new 
routes to Alghero and Seville and followed this up with 
new services to Dalaman, Genoa, Palermo, Reus and 
Thessaloniki this summer. However, flights to Essaouira 
in Morocco and Hamburg ended. Dalaman also returned 
to favour with tour operators with Thomas Cook Airlines 
and TUI Airways both launching service to the Turkish 
destination this summer. Looking ahead easyJet will add 
service to Krakow (4-weekly from 29 October) and 
Gibraltar (2-weekly from 4 December). 

Wizz Air’s expansion this summer included new routes to 
Athens, Bari, Bratislava, Larnaka, Lviv, Reykjavik KEF and 
Tirana. In total the ULCC served 48 destinations this 
summer but this did not include Brno, Szczecin and 
Tuzla, which were all served in S17 

Ryanair adding two aircraft this winter 

Ryanair has a relatively small presence at the airport 
offering flights to 19 destinations. It currently has four 
aircraft based at Luton but this is set to grow to six in 
W18 as the ULCC recently announced plans to launch six 
new routes; to Alicante, Athens, Barcelona, Bologna, 
Cork and Malaga.  

The three Spanish routes are already served by easyJet 
while Wizz Air serves Athens. The Barcelona route was 
served in S17 by Vueling, but the Spanish LCC now only 
serves Luton from Amsterdam and Florence. Ryanair’s 
only new route in S18 was to Bydgoszcz in Poland. 

Long-haul struggles 

Luton has struggled to support long-haul services. After 
being the home of Silverjet (which briefly served New 
York EWR and Dubai in 2007 and 2008), Luton was the 
chosen UK base for La Compagnie’s US service, also to 
New York EWR. This operated with 757s from April 2015 
until the end of September 2016.  

Celebrating 80 years 

The airport is currently celebrating its 80th anniversary 
and has been undergoing major terminal developments 
including over 20 new shops and dining facilities. This 
will increase capacity to 18 million passengers by 2020. A 
new dedicated mass transit link to nearby Parkway 
Station is set to open in 2021. 

Wizz Air set to pass easyJet as London Luton’s #1 airline; Ryanair 
adding two more aircraft in W18 and launching six new routes 
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SkyWork Airlines (IATA code SX), which ceased 
operations on 29 August 2018, was based in Bern, 
Switzerland. At the time of its demise it operated six 
Saab 2000s, which had been introduced into the fleet 
during the last two years to replace the smaller 30-seat 
Dornier 328s. 

16 destinations served from Swiss capital 

This summer the airline was serving some 16 
destinations from Bern according to FlightGlobal 
schedules data. Apart from the core business routes to 
Germany (Berlin TXL, Hamburg and Munich), the airline 
also served three destinations in Spain (Ibiza, Menorca 
and Palma de Mallorca) from the Swiss capital. The 
remaining non-stop Bern routes were to Amsterdam, 
Basel, Cagliari, Figari, Grosseto, Jersey, London LCY, 
Olbia, Vienna and Zadar. Of these, the most interesting is 
Grosseto in the Tuscany region of Italy, as SkyWork was 
the only airline to offer scheduled service to the airport. 
From Grosseto, SkyWork also offered flights on the 70-
kilometre hop to the island of Elba 

New Berlin - Graz route launched in S18 

Apart from its Bern-based routes, SkyWork also offered 
weekly flights this summer from Basel to both 
Heringsdorf and Sylt in northern Germany, as well as a 6-
weekly service from Berlin TXL to Graz. The carrier had 
launched this route, which had been served by airberlin 
until May 2017, at the start of S18. easyJet started 
competing on the route from the beginning of August. 

70% of scheduled seats at Bern in summer 

According to FlightGlobal schedules data for July, 
SkyWork accounted for just over 70% of the airport’s 
scheduled seat capacity.  

The only other carrier operating scheduled flights at the 
airport is Helvetic Airways, which this summer offers 
flights to Calvi, Heraklion, Jerez, Kos, Olbia, Palma de 
Mallorca and Rhodes. 

When SkyWork had financial issues last October, Adria 
Airways announced plans to step in and take over some 
of the services. However, so far no airline has indicated 
plans to take over any of the lost routes, though flybmi 
might consider resuming service on the Munich route. 

SkyWork Airlines and its six Saab 2000s ceased flying end of August; 
had 70% of seats at Swiss capital with Top 3 routes all to Germany 

http://www.therouteshop.com/profiles/vilnius-airport/
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Launched routes 

Aigle Azur has joined Air China and Air France in offering 
non-stop flights between Paris and Beijing. On 5 
September the French carrier began 3-weekly flights 
connecting Paris ORY and Beijing using its A330s. The 
other two carriers both offer 2-daily service to the 
Chinese capital from Paris CDG. This becomes Aigle 
Azur’s second long-haul service after it began flights to 
Sao Paulo VCP on 5 July. According to analysis of 
FlightGlobal schedules data, Aigle Azur becomes the 
third new airline to offer non-stop flights between 
Europe and China in the last 12 months, joining neos 
(Milan MXP to Nanjing) and Pegas Fly (various routes 
from Moscow ZIA).  

Air Italy now offers an additional alternative for 
passengers wanting to fly between Milan MXP and 
Lamezia Terme. On 1 September the carrier began 10-
weekly service on the 970-kilometre route using its 737-
800s. The carrier will be competing head-to-head with 
easyJet (19-weekly flights) and Ryanair (14-weekly, 
launched in October 2017) while Alitalia flies 2-daily 
from Milan LIN to Lamezia Terme and Ryanair also 
offers 16-weekly service from Milan BGY. Air Italy will 
increase frequency on its route to 15-weekly from the 
end of October. From Milan MXP Air Italy already serves 
Catania, Naples, Olbia, Palermo and Rome FCO all with 
at least daily service. 

Alitalia chose Monday 3 September as the launch date 
for its new service from Milan LIN to Geneva. The 
relatively short 260-kilometre route will be served 12-
weekly by the Italian flag-carrier using its 88-seat 
Embraer E175s. No other carrier currently connects any 
of the Milan airports with the Swiss airport. Alitalia flew 
from Milan MXP to Geneva until September 2008. After 
that flybaboo connected the same two airports between 
November 2009 and April 2010. When flybaboo quit the 
market Twin Jet took over and operated daily flights 
between April 2010 and March 2011. The same carrier 
then offered weekly service between the two airports 
from June 2012 until March 2015. The previous shortest 
sector flown by Alitalia from Milan LIN is the airline’s 12-
weekly, 330-kilometre domestic sector to Trieste. The 

longest route is to Athens at 1,475 kilometres. For 
Geneva this becomes the airport’s 12th route to Italy, 
joining Alghero (easyJet), Brindisi (easyJet), Cagliari 
(easyJet), Catania (easyJet and SWISS), Florence 
(SWISS), Naples (easyJet), Olbia (SWISS), Palermo 
(easyJet), Pisa (easyJet), Rome FCO (Alitalia, easyJet and 
Vueling) and Venice VCE (easyJet). 

Asiana Airlines launched scheduled services between 
Seoul ICN and Barcelona on 30 August. The 4-weekly 
service will operate using the airline’s 777-200s and will 
face direct competition from Korean Air which also flies 
the route 4-weekly. Last year Asiana operated the 
service as a charter only route. Barcelona becomes the 
airline’s eighth scheduled destination in Europe joining 
Frankfurt, Istanbul IST, London LHR, Oslo, Paris CDG, 
Rome FCO and Venice VCE.  

easyJet continues to expand its Berlin TXL base. Two 
more destinations were added recently; Aarhus in 
Denmark (2-weekly from 1 September) and Granada (2-
weekly from 3 September). Aarhus is a new destination 
for easyJet and becomes the airline’s second destination 
in Denmark after Copenhagen, which it serves from 12 
of its bases across Europe. With the addition of the 
Granada service easyJet now serves six destinations in 
Spain from Berlin TXL, the others being Alicante, Jerez, 
Madrid, Menorca and Palma de Mallorca. Looking 
ahead, the start of the winter season will see easyJet 
launch another seven new routes from Berlin TXL, 
mainly to replace the capacity lost from some 20 routes 
that only operate during the summer season. 

easyJet is also growing from its Naples base. On 3 
September the carrier launched two new domestic 
routes to Palermo and Turin, both of which will be 
served daily. Competition on the Palermo route comes 
from Volotea (18-weekly) while the Turin route is 
already served by Blue Air (16-weekly). Alitalia also 
served both routes until earlier this year, but suspended 
its Palermo service in early April and the Turin route at 
the end of May. easyJet has also added a 2-weekly link 
from Naples to Granada on 5 September. This winter 
easyJet will be serving 27 destinations from Naples 
compared with 21 in W17. It is the airport’s largest 
airline with around 31% of scheduled seat capacity.   

easyJet has also added a couple of other new routes 
during the last fortnight. On 3 September 4-weekly 

Latest European route news 
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service was introduced between Venice VCE and Seville, 
followed on 5 September by 2-weekly service between 
Nice and Tenerife TFS. Neither route faces any direct 
competition. As a result, easyJet now serves Seville from 
nine bases this winter (compared with just five in W17) 
and Tenerife TFS from 15 airports (compared with 14 in 
W17). 

Hainan Airlines returned to Zurich on 27 August with a 
new 2-weekly service from Shenzhen. This is the airline’s 
third European route from Shenzhen as it also serves 
Brussels and Madrid 2-weekly. The Belgian and Spanish 
routes were launched back in March. All these routes are 
flown by the airline’s 787-8s. Hainan Airlines previously 
served Zurich from Beijing between May 2011 and 
January 2012. From Zurich, Air China and SWISS already 
offer non-stop service to Beijing while SWISS also flies to 
Shanghai. In addition, Sichuan Airlines flies to Chengdu 
via Prague. Zurich becomes the fifth European airport to 
offer non-stop service to Shenzhen after Brussels BRU, 
Frankfurt (with Air China), Madrid and Moscow SVO 
(with China Southern Airlines). Four of these five routes 
have launched in the last 12 months. Last year Shenzhen 
Bao’an International Airport handled 45.6 million 
passengers making it the country’s fifth busiest. 

Korean Air on 1 September began 3-weekly flights from 
Seoul ICN to Zagreb. The 8,500-kilometre route will be 
flown using the SkyTeam member’s A330-200s and faces 
no direct competition. The Croatian capital becomes the 
airline’s 15th destination in Europe. Korean Air’s last new 
route to Europe was Barcelona which was launched on 
28 April 2017. For more on the market between Europe 
and South Korea see page 10.  The new route becomes 
Zagreb’s first long-haul service to Asia. The airport’s 
other long-haul services this summer are to Doha (with 
Qatar Airways), Dubai (with Emirates) and Toronto 
(with Air Canada and Air Transat). Local carrier Croatia 
Airlines’s longest route is to Tel Aviv at just 2,220 
kilometres. 

LATAM Airlines Brasil has launched 5-weekly service on 
2 September between Sao Paulo GRU and Lisbon. The 

oneworld carrier will operate the 7,900-kilometre route 
with its 767s. The two airports are already connected by 
Star Alliance carrier TAP Portugal, which flies 18-weekly. 
LATAM Airlines Brasil operates this new route using the 
IATA code JJ while the rest of its European route 
network from Sao Paulo GRU (to Barcelona, Frankfurt, 
London LHR, Madrid, Milan MXP, Paris CDG and Rome 
FCO) is now operated by the airline using the IATA code 
LA. Rival TAP Portugal serves 10 destinations in Brazil 
from Lisbon this summer. 

LOT Polish Airlines now serves Lublin in northern Poland 
from its main Warsaw WAW base. It began 5-weekly 
service on the short, 160-kilometre route using its Q400s 
on Monday 3 September. The Polish flag-carrier’s only 
other route from Lublin is to Tel Aviv. Between October 
2014 and January 2015 Lublin and Warsaw WAW were 
connected 5-weekly by eurolot, also using Q400s, but 

the route was dropped due to insufficient demand. 
Lublin becomes LOT’s ninth (and shortest) domestic 
route from Warsaw WAW. Seven of these are served 
with at least 3-daily flights to feed LOT’s rapidly 
expanding international network. Zielona Gora is the 
other destination served just 6-weekly.  

Ukraine has become Ryanair’s latest country market 
with the launch on 3 September of 4-weekly flights from 
Berlin SXF to Kiev KBP. Indirect competition is provided 
by Ukraine International Airlines which offers a daily 
service from Kiev KBP to Berlin TXL. Ryanair is set to 
launch a further 11 routes to Kiev KBP from its other 
bases at the end of October, as well as introducing 
service from five of its bases to Lviv. For more on Kiev 
KBP see page 4. A second new route has been launched 
by Ryanair in the last fortnight between Athens and 
Eindhoven. This 2,100-kilometre route will initially be 
served 2-weekly, increasing to 3-weekly at the start of 
the W18 season at the end of October. Transavia 
currently connects these two airports 4-weekly.  

Tianjin Airlines has moved London airports for its 
Chongqing service. Since June 2016 it has been 
operating 2-weekly from China’s ninth busiest airport to 
London LGW. On 25 August the carrier moved the 
service to London LHR and increased frequency to 3-
weekly. Tianjin Airlines already serves London LHR 2-
weekly from Xi’an, a route it launched on 7 May this 
year. From Chongqing the airline also serves Moscow 
SVO 2-weekly. 

Latest European route news 
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The decision to help fill the gap created by the demise of 
airberlin last year has meant that much of easyJet’s 
network growth this summer has revolved around its 
new Berlin TXL operations, which launched in early 
January 2018. The growth has been so rapid that this 
winter it will already be easyJet’s second biggest base 
(after London LGW) as measured by flights though, 
because of the mix of aircraft, Geneva offers slightly 
more seats. The LCC’s Gatwick operation this winter is 
still around twice as big as what is happening in Berlin 
TXL and Geneva. 

easyJet is currently set to increase flights this winter by 
about 9%, seat capacity by just over 11% and ASKs by 
12%, though further route announcements or frequency 
changes for this winter could still be forthcoming. 

Additional 1.2 million seats from Tegel in W18/19 

Compared with last winter, easyJet has added almost 1.2 
million seats at its Berlin TXL base, almost seven times 
more than at any other airport. Almost 40 destinations 
will be served by easyJet this winter from Berlin TXL, 
with over 500 weekly departures. 

The list of airports that will welcome the next highest 
increase in seat capacity from easyJet this winter are led 
by Basel, Venice VCE and Cologne Bonn. Of the Top 15 
airports for capacity growth (ignoring Tegel) four are in 
the UK (shown in green), three are in Italy (shown in 
red), two in France (blue) and two in Germany. 

A total of 11 airports will welcome easyJet flights this 
winter that did not see any of the airline’s fleet last 
winter. Most of these airports started receiving easyJet 
flights this summer, but not all:  

• Aarhus: service to Berlin TXL started on 1 September, 
followed by London LGW on 2 November. 

• Aqaba: service to Berlin SXF will start on 3 November; 
London LGW will start on 10 November. 

• Cologne Bonn: service to Berlin TXL began on 1 June. 

• Gothenburg: service to Berlin TXL began on 10 
August. 

• Graz: service to Berlin TXL began on 4 August. 

• Helsinki: service to Berlin TXL began on 1 March. 

• Oslo: service to Berlin TXL began in 1 August. 

• Pau: service to Paris CDG begins on 4 February 2019. 

• Rennes: service to Lyon began on 26 March; Geneva 
service begins on 28 October. 

• Rovaniemi: service to London LGW will start on 31 
October. 

• Warsaw WAW:  new services to Basel (28 October), 
Berlin TXL (28 October), Geneva (28 October) and 
London LGW (31 October). 

Five airports which welcomed easyJet service in W17/18 
will not see any service this winter. They are Asturias 
(London STN is now a summer only route), Ivalo, Kavala, 
Kittila and Lublin (Milan MXP is now a summer only 
route).  

Leading the way for the airports with the biggest 
reduction in winter seat capacity are Berlin SXF (220,000 
fewer seats, -20%), Hamburg (70,000 fewer seats, -27%) 
and London LTN (38,000 fewer seats, -3%).  

easyJet serving 11 airports this winter that were not served in W17; 
Basel and Venice VCE are fastest-growing airports after Berlin TXL 

http://www.shannonairport.ie/gns/business/aviation-development.aspx


 

The ANKER Report  Issue 23: Monday 10 September 2018 18 

Across Europe the UK is the leading country market for 
flights to the USA with over 13 million one-way seats in 
2018 according to FlightGlobal schedules data. This 
makes it more than twice as big as the second-ranked 
German market with 6.4 million annual seats. Ireland, 
thanks to its geographic position and historic links ranks 
seventh with 2.34 million one-way seats in 2018. This 
makes it one of the fastest-growing European markets to 
the US this year after Iceland (+32%) and Spain (+16%). 

Raoid market growth since 2012 

Looking at the development of the Ireland-US market 
since 2004, growth had been impressive between 2005 
and 2008. However, the global recession and banking 
crisis that started in the US took a toll with capacity 
falling 15% in both 2009 and 2010. This was followed by 
a couple of years of relative stability, before capacity 
growth starting accelerating in 2013. In each of the last 
six years capacity growth has been in double digits with 
the exception of 2014 (+7%). 

Between 2012 and 2018 Ireland-US capacity grew by 
117%. Among the top 10 Europe-US markets only 
Iceland (+383%) was higher, driven by the emergence of 
WOW air and Icelandair’s strategy on focussing on 
connecting traffic between Europe and the US. Across all 
European markets growth to the US between 2012 and 
2018 was 36%. 

Aer Lingus has almost 60% of market 

Not surprisingly Aer Lingus is the leading carrier on Irish-
US routes with an estimated 57% of seats In 2018, down 
slightly on its 58% share in 2017. The three major US 
legacy carriers (American Airlines, Delta Air Lines and 
United Airlines) each have around 10% of the market in 
2018. United’s share was 14% in 2017 but its Irish 
capacity is down 12% this year after suspending its 
seasonal service between Chicago ORD and Shannon at 
the end of S17. 

Norwegian has rapidly emerged as the second biggest 
carrier grabbing 11% of seat capacity this year, up from 
just 4% in 2017. It currently operates five routes, all of 
which were started in July 2017. These are from Cork, 
Dublin and Shannon to Providence, and from Dublin and 
Shannon to New York SWF. However, for W18 the 
Providence routes from Cork and Shannon are being 
suspended while the two New York SWF routes will see 
frequency increases with Shannon to New York SWF 
becoming daily. 

Seattle-Tacoma is newest link from Irish airports 

Most US-Ireland flights use Dublin airport but not all. 
Shannon has regular summer service to Boston (Aer 
Lingus), New York EWR (United Airlines), New York JFK 
(Aer Lingus and Delta Air Lines) and Philadelphia 
(American Airlines) as well as the two Norwegian routes 
to New York SWF and Providence. Cork currently only 
has the seasonal Norwegian service to Providence. 

This summer a total of 16 US airports have non-stop 
service from Ireland. This is one more than in S17, with 
Seattle-Tacoma becoming the latest addition when Aer 
Lingus began 4-weekly flights from Dublin on 18 May 
2018. New York JFK is by far the biggest market with two 
other New York area airports (Newark and Stewart) 
ranked fourth and sixth (shown in red). Boston and 
Chicago are the second and third ranked markets. 

Capacity to Philadelphia grew by 45% as Aer Lingus also 
launched service to the city in March 2018, joining 
American Airlines in the market. Miami capacity has 
trebled in 2018 as Aer Lingus only launched this route in 
September 2017. 

American launches Texas service in S19 

Looking ahead to S19, American Airlines recently 
revealed plans to launch daily service to Dublin from its 
Dallas/Fort Worth hub in June, at least during the 
summer period. This will be the first ever non-stop link 
between Texas and Ireland. However, American will be 
dropping its service from New York JFK to Dublin, a 
market already served by both Aer Lingus and Delta Air 
Lines. 

This will leave the Dublin-Chicago market as the only one 
served by three airlines next summer; with Aer Lingus 
competing with both American Airlines and United 
Airlines for customers. 

Ireland-US capacity grows 120% in last six years; 15% more seats in 
2018 driven by Aer Lingus and Norwegian; Texas link coming in S19 
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coming weeks which could take the final figure close to 
450. Just three airlines account for over 45% of all 
planned route launches in Europe this winter; Ryanair 
(82), Wizz Air (57) and easyJet (54). This is not a final, 
definitive number as further new route launches are still 
being made. 

Some of Ryanair’s new routes are services that have 
moved from Glasgow to Edinburgh. Apart from 
Edinburgh, the ULCC is set to expand significantly in 
Morocco (Fez and Marrakech) and at London LTN, home  
of easyJet. Wizz Air’s biggest growth will be from its new 
Vienna base with Chisinau, Cluj-Napoca, Debrecen and 
London LTN also all welcoming at least three new routes 
this winter. 

easyJet still growing in Berlin from both airports 

easyJet continues its expansion in Berlin with seven new 
routes planned from both Schönefeld and Tegel. There 
will be at least 12 new routes across its various London 
airports while Belfast BFS, Bristol and Manchester will all 
have the chance to celebrate multiple new easyJet route 
launches this winter. 

Other carriers already into double figures for winter 
route launches are Aeroflot, Eurowings, Laudamotion, 
Norwegian and TUI Airways. Among Norwegian’s new 
routes are four new services to Florida from four 
different airports in four different countries; London 
LGW in the UK, Madrid in Spain, Rome FCO in Italy and 
Stockholm ARN in Sweden. 

Lufthansa splits new routes between its two hubs 

Aeroflot leads the way among flag-carriers with 11 new 
routes this winter, all from Moscow SVO. However, 
many of these are resumptions, sometimes previously 
served from other Moscow airports. Lufthansa is 
currently planning for at least nine new route launches 
this winter, five from Frankfurt and four from Munich.  

British Airways is looking at four new routes from 
London LHR (Doha, Durban, Marrakech and Moscow 
SVO) and one from London LGW (Cologne Bonn), while 
LOT Polish Airlines is set to launch five new routes; two 
from Warsaw WAW and one each from Budapest, 
Katowice and Krakow. 

Vienna leads the way for new services 

Analysis of which airports will welcome the most new 
services to European airports reveals that Vienna leads 
the list by some distance, thanks to Laudamotion and 

Wizz Air. This is not the same as the number of new 
routes, as many of the services being launched by 
Laudamotion and Wizz Air are already being flown by 
other carriers such as Austrian Airlines, easyJet and 
Eurowings. 

Three non-European airports in Top 14 

Maybe surprisingly, the list of leading airports for new, 
European services this winter includes three airports 
that are not in Europe (shown in red). Ryanair accounts 
for 15 of Marrakech’s 23 new services launching this 
winter, and will be joined by other LCCs such as easyJet 
and Wizz Air adding new links, as well as British Airways 
from London LHR. 

The Jordanian capital Amman will welcome 10 new 
services including nine from Ryanair, while Wizz Air is 
the main driver of new services to Eilat/Ovda in Israel, 
accounting for four of the airport’s nine new services.  

Despite the as yet unknown possible consequences of 
whatever type of Brexit the UK ends up with, five of the 

Top 14 airports for new services this winter are in the UK 
(shown in blue) suggesting that the UK is still a vibrant 
market for air travel.  

Both Berlin airports are also set to have a busy winter for 
service launches, thanks primarily to easyJet but also  
Eurowings and Ryanair. Among Spain’s Canary Island 
airports, which are popular winter sun destinations, 
Lanzarote is the leader with nine new services shared 
between easyJet and Eurowings (three each), Volotea 
two and Laudamotion one.  

In Central and Eastern Europe the big winner (apart from 
Moscow SVO) looks set to be Kiev KBP, with Ryanair 
launching 11 new routes, after its first route to the 
Ukraine capital, from Berlin SXF, began last week. 

In all, over 230 airports across Europe and beyond are 
set to welcome at least one new service to a European 
airport this winter. In total, over 60 airlines will be 
celebrating at least one new service to a European 
airport this winter. The ANKER Report wishes them well. 


