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Remember last winter, when Ryanair caused a stir by 
announcing that it was temporarily dropping over 30 routes 
because of an unforeseen issue involving pilot holidays? Well, 
this winter it is facing labour issues across a number of country 
markets, but that has not stopped the ULCC from planning to 
grow capacity by an estimated 8.5% in November. Assuming 
that the winter schedule is now pretty much done and dusted 
then December should see year-on-year capacity growth of 8%, 
followed by January (+8.4%) and February (+9.3%). 

Its pan-European rival, easyJet, has been growing faster than 
Ryanair recently thanks to its rapid expansion in Germany, 
notably from Berlin TXL where it has taken over many of 
airberlin’s former slots. Its total network capacity in November 
is set to grow by 19.3%, followed by 17.7% in December, 10.0% 
in January and 11.2% in February. 

The rest of this analysis will focus mostly just on November. 
Here the two carriers combined have grown their seat 
capacities by just under 13%. But which country markets have 
seen the biggest benefit from the continued growth of these 
two leading pan-European, low-cost carriers? 

Germany and Morocco will see fastest growth 

Not surprisingly the pair’s five biggest country markets are the 
UK, Italy, Spain, Germany and France, the five biggest western 
European country markets for air travel. However, the UK 
remains significantly bigger than the other four with the two 
carriers offering four million seats from UK airports in 
November, compared with 2.9 million in Italy and just under 2.4 
million in Spain. Germany with 1.54 million has now overtaken 
France (1.34 million) for fourth place, primarily due to easyJet’s 
massive expansion in Berlin. At least in November the UK 
market is three times bigger than the French market for easyJet 
and Ryanair combined. 

After the top five country markets for the two carriers, the 
battle for sixth place is close between Ireland (a market that 
easyJet has not served since September 2005 when it 
connected Cork, Knock and Shannon with London LGW) and 
Portugal, where both carriers have bases. Not far behind are 
Poland (where Ryanair is ten times bigger than easyJet) and 
Switzerland (where easyJet dominates and Ryanair has just a 

single route in November, a 3-weekly service between Dublin 
and Basel. 

Apart from Germany (where easyJet has grown its capacity by 
129% and Ryanair less than 6%), the next fastest-growing 
market in the top 15 in percentage terms is 12th-ranked 
Morocco. Here both carriers have increased their seat capacity 
by over 35%, although Ryanair is around four times bigger than 
easyJet in the north African country. This November the two 
carriers serve a total of nine airports in Morocco (Ouarzazate is 
a new destination for W18/19), but this does not include the 
country’s busiest airport in Casablanca. 

Marrakech is where both Ryanair and easyJet have their biggest 
presence in Morocco and between them the two airlines have 
increased their seats there this November by 41%. However, 
the biggest percentage growth in Morocco has come in Agadir, 
where seat capacity has more than doubled compared with last 
November and the number of routes has grown from four to 
10, with Ryanair adding four new routes (to Eindhoven, 
Frankfurt, Manchester and Weeze) and easyJet two (to Berlin 
TXL and Lyon).  

Netherlands and Belgium see lowest growth 

Both easyJet and Ryanair are only growing by around 3% in the 
Dutch market, with easyJet increasing its Amsterdam capacity 
by 3.2% (on 2.3% more flights) and Ryanair’s capacity at 
Eindhoven up by 3% and its Amsterdam capacity remaining 
unchanged. Ryanair only began serving Amsterdam in October 
2015 and serves just two routes; Dublin with 4-daily flights and 
Malaga with 5-weekly flights. 

However, the slowest-growing market among the top 15 for 
Ryanair and easyJet combined is Belgium. Ryanair has increased 
capacity by less than 2% at both Brussels BRU and Brussels CRL 
while easyJet has reduced seat capacity at Brussels BRU by 5% 
in November, as a result of converting its Bordeaux service 
from year-round to a summer-only service. 

Ukraine new for this winter 

Ryanair will shortly be launching new flights to Ukraine with 11 
new routes to Kiev KBP and five routes to Lviv. Also new for this 
winter are flights to Jordan with 
Ryanair offering 10 routes to Amman 

Ryanair and easyJet grow November 
seats by 13%; Germany gains most 
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Welcome 

In this issue of The ANKER Report we 
take a closer look at which country 
markets (and airports) are seeing the 
most (and least) growth from Europe’s 
two biggest low-cost carriers, Ryanair 
and easyJet. 

Plus, we reveal how Iberia’s network 
from Madrid has evolved in the last 15 
years in terms of new and dropped 
routes. Edelweiss Air also comes under 
the spotlight and there is detailed 
analysis of two airports, Dortmund and 
Edinburgh. 

There are also six country profile 
snapshots and a detailed look at 
several new routes launched in the last 
fortnight by carriers across Europe. 

 Ralph Anker 
ralph@anker-report.com 
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Iberia is the dominant carrier at Spain’s busiest airport in 
Madrid. Last year the airport handled 53.3 million 
passengers of which almost 22 million were on flights 
operated by Iberia Group. That gives Iberia over 40% of 
traffic at the airport, though this share has fallen from 
almost 50% in 2004. 

Rapid network recovery after 2013 cull 

Analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for the peak 
summer period of May to September since 2004 reveals 
that between 2004 and 2010 Iberia’s Madrid network 
grew relatively steadily from 96 destinations to 112. 
During that period no more than four routes were 
dropped in any one year. A total of 30 routes were 
added during those six years and 14 were dropped for a 
net gain of 16. 

In 2011 and 2012 the total network size remained 
relatively unchanged but this disguises significant route 
churn. In 2011, 10 routes were dropped and eight 
added, while in 2012 a total of 12 routes were added 
and nine dropped. 

However, things got really serious in 2013 when 15 
routes were dropped and none were launched, reducing 
the network from 113 routes to 98 from Madrid. Aena 
statistics show that Iberia’s passenger numbers at 
Madrid fell from 20.1 million in 2012 to 16.5 million in 
2013. 

Since 2013 a total of 48 routes have been added and just 
17 dropped for a net gain of 31. As a result, in S18 Iberia 
(and Iberia Express) were serving 129 destinations from 
Madrid with non-stop flights. In the last 12 months only 
one route has been dropped, Malabo in Equatorial 
Guinea, where service ended in January 2018. 

Of the six new routes in 2018, Cardiff is served by Iberia 
Express (and was served very briefly by Iberia in S17), 
Rostock in Germany was served using A330s to feed 
passengers onto cruise ships, while Krakow, Mykonos 
and Palermo are all resumptions. San Francisco became 
the airline’s seventh US destination on 25 April. As yet 
no new routes have been announced for 2019. 

Latin American routes lead ASK rankings 

Unlike many European flag-carriers where US routes are 
the biggest in terms of weekly ASKs (Available Seat 
Kilometres) for Iberia routes to Latin America dominate 
the ASK rankings. Flights to the capitals of Mexico 
(served 3-daily), Argentina (served 2-daily) and Chile 
(served 10-weekly) all generate more ASKs in S18 than 
the airline’s leading US routes (shown in red), which are 
to Miami and New York JFK (both served 2-daily). 

Only one European route (shown in green), Gran Canaria 
in the Canary Islands, makes it into the top 15 routes for 
ASKs. With daily service, Havana in Cuba just makes it 
into Iberia’s top 15 routes for ASKs. 

Iberia’s Madrid network sets record in S18; only Malabo dropped 

Year Non-stop summer destinations added Non-stop summer destinations dropped 

2005 6 - Beirut, Cagliari, Guatemala City, Moscow DME, Palermo, San Jose SJO 4 - Forli, Hannover, Luxembourg, Manchester 

2006 3 - Catania, Istanbul IST, Nantes 1 - Beirut 

2007 6 - Algiers, Boston, Bucharest, Gibraltar, St. Petersburg, Washington 1 - Faro 

2008 9 - Clermont-Ferrand, Dubrovnik, Genoa, Krakow, Lille, Montpellier, Prague, Rennes, Warsaw WAW 2 - Cagliari, Reus 

2009 4 - Bari, Corfu, Malta, Zagreb 3 - Gibraltar, Lille, Paris CDG 

2010 2 - Amman, Damascus 3 - Clermont-Ferrand, Krakow, Rennes 

2011 8 - Cordoba, Fortaleza, Heraklion, Los Angeles, Oran, Panama City, Rabat, Santorini 10 - Amman, Bari, Bucharest, Damascus, Fuerteventura, 
Palma de Mallorca, Vitoria, Warsaw, Washington, Zaragoza 

2012 12 - Accra, Clermont-Ferrand, Edinburgh, Fuerteventura, Funchal, Glasgow, Luanda, Manchester,  
Mykonos, Palma de Mallorca, Riga, Split 

9 - Badajoz, Cordoba, Fortaleza, Genoa, Johannesburg, Leon, 
Montpellier, Pisa, Santorini 

2013  15 - Amsterdam, Berlin TXL, Cairo, Clermont-Ferrand, Corfu, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Heraklion, Istanbul IST, Manchester, 
Montevideo, Mykonos, San Juan, Santo Domingo, Stockholm 

2014 7 - Amsterdam, Berlin TXL, Istanbul IST, Montevideo, Santo Domingo, Stockholm ARN, Tarbes/Lourdes  3 - Malta, Rabat, Riga 

2015 15 - Budapest, Cancun, Edinburgh, Faro, Florence, Hamburg, Hannover, Havana, London LGW,  
Manchester, Medellin, Paris CDG, Perpignan, Stuttgart, Verona 

1 - Palermo 

2016 15 - Badajoz, Biarritz, Birmingham, Bucharest, Cork, Gothenburg, Johannesburg, Krakow, Malta, Oslo, 
Rennes, Reykjavik KEF, San Juan, Santorini, Shanghai 

8 - Accra, Cancun, Hannover, Istanbul IST, Lagos, Luanda, 
Tarbes/Lourdes, Verona 

2017 5 - Bari, Basel, Cagliari, Heraklion, Tokyo NRT 4 - Gothenburg, Krakow, Murcia, Perpignan 

2018 6 - Cardiff, Krakow, Mykonos, Palermo, Rostock, San Francisco 1 - Malabo 

Iberia’s summer network changes from Madrid 2005-2018 

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for May-September for 2004-2018.  
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Germany: Despite overall passenger growth of 3.6% in 
August, four of Germany’s top 12 airports reported a 
drop in traffic compared with last August, notably 
Hamburg (-7%) and Düsseldorf (-4%). Conversely six of 
the top 12 airports saw demand grow by between 6% 
and 12%. easyJet and Germania are the fastest-growing 

airlines in Germany this summer, replacing airberlin’s 
lost capacity. Eurowings and Ryanair both increased 
capacity by just over 20% compared with last August 
Greece: Passenger numbers at Greek airports were up 
just over 9% in August, with Athens seeing 13% growth. 
Aegean/Olympic also saw capacity growth of over 9%, 

but local carrier Sky Express has almost doubled its 
domestic capacity since last August. 
Russia: Capacity was up almost 13% across Russian 
airports in Europe with only Moscow DME disappointing. 
Aeroflot’s in-house LCC continues to expand rapidly with 
capacity up almost 50% from a year ago. 
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Edinburgh is Scotland’s busiest airport having overtaken 
Glasgow International for that honour in 2007. That year 
Edinburgh handled just over nine million passengers. It 
only passed the 10 million mark for the first time in 2014  
but has averaged 10% growth in the last three years so 
that last year the airport welcomed 13.4 million 
passengers. 

Maybe surprisingly, it is also the UK’s busiest airport for 
domestic flights, ahead of London LHR, Glasgow GLA, 
Belfast BFS and London LGW. 

easyJet and Ryanair share almost half of all capacity 

The top five airlines at Edinburgh this summer for seat 
capacity are (in order) easyJet, Ryanair, British Airways, 
Flybe and Jet2.com, which is the same as in S17. 

Across the year easyJet serves some 40 destinations 
from Edinburgh with new routes having been added in 
2018 to Berlin TXL (replacing Berlin SXF), Jersey and 
Seville while also dropping service to Funchal on the 
Portuguese island of Madeira.  

While easyJet accounts for around 26% of summer seat 
capacity, Ryanair is responsible for a further 21%. The 
Irish ULCC offered 50 destinations this summer having 
increased its capacity by around 17% compared with 
S17. This has been driven by new routes to Budapest, 
Carcassonne, Eindhoven, Hamburg, Karlsruhe/Baden-
Baden, Katowice, Nantes, Prague, Szczecin, Toulouse, 
Valencia, Venice TSF and Wroclaw. Many of these were 
launched at the start of the W17/18 season. However, 
Bremen in Germany is no longer served. 

This winter will see even more expansion from Ryanair 
as it shifts a number of services from its Glasgow GLA 
base. New destinations for the carrier at Edinburgh this 
winter will be Berlin SXF, City of Derry, Lisbon, 
Memmingen, Riga, Seville, Sofia, Stockholm NYO and 
Tallinn, though some of these have previously been 
operated by Ryanair from Edinburgh. 

British Airways serves three London airports 

The UK flag-carrier offers multiple daily flights from 
Edinburgh to Heathrow, Gatwick and London City. In 
summer the London City based aircraft are also used to 
offer weekly flights to Florence and Palma de Mallorca. 

Flybe, which accounts for just under 10% of seat 
capacity, offers mostly domestic flights with Birmingham 
being its top route with up to 7-daily flights. It also flies 
to Paris CDG, Knock and offers a weekly service to 
Bergerac in summer. 

Jet2.com made Edinburgh a base in 2006 and served 33 
destinations this summer. The airline resumed service to 
the Turkish destinations of Antalya and Dalaman this 
summer and added Funchal (last October) and Kos (in 
May 2018). Bodrum and Corfu will be added for 2019. 

Emirates in, Etihad out 

On 1 October Emirates began service to Dubai. This 
effectively replaced the 5-weekly service to Abu Dhabi 
which had been operated by Etihad Airways since June 
2015 and which ended on 30 September. Qatar Airways 
has been serving Edinburgh from Doha since May 2014. 

As recently as S13, Edinburgh’s only US route was with 
United Airlines to New York EWR. United then launched 
Chicago service in S14 while US Airways started 
Philadelphia. The latter route was replaced by American 
Airlines starting New York JFK in S15. In 2016, Delta Air 
Lines also began a New York JFK service. Last year saw 
Norwegian begin Hartford, Providence and New York 
SWF flights, though Hartford was dropped for S18. This 
summer also saw United start a daily Washington IAD 
service.  

Sadly, Norwegian is ending its remaining US services 
(Providence at the end of October and New York SWF 
next March) and American is replacing its JFK service 
with a daily Philadelphia connection next summer. 
Norwegian is citing the failure of the Scottish 
government to deliver on its promise to cut the Air 
Passenger Duty as the main reason for its withdrawal. 

Hainan Airlines offers first Asian link 

This summer saw Edinburgh welcome its first scheduled 
service to Asia with the introduction of a 2-weekly non-
stop service to Beijing with Hainan Airlines (with two 
further weekly flights to Beijing operating via Dublin).  

Edinburgh welcomes Emirates and Hainan Airlines but says goodbye 
to Etihad and Norwegian’s US routes; Ryanair growing in W18/19 
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UK: Modest passenger growth of just 2.5% in July was 
helped by 3.5% growth at London LHR. Birmingham’s 
traffic was down almost 9%, but Belfast BFS demand was 
up an impressive 11%. Jet2.com is now offering more 
leisure seats from the UK than either TUI Airways or 
Thomas Cook Airlines. Flybe and Aer Lingus are the only 

top 12 airlines to be registering a drop in seat capacity 
compared with last July. 
Poland: With not all Polish airports yet reporting August 
data, The ANKER Report estimates traffic growth of 
around 16% in August, with all of the leading airports 
seeing growth of at least 7%. LOT continues to impress 

with its capacity growth exceeding 26% in August. 
Ukraine: Authorities in Ukraine report airport traffic 
increasing by just over 21% in August with Kiev’s second 
airport, Zhulyany, recording growth of almost 55%. Wizz 
Air is expanding fast and Ryanair is about to enter the 
market, which should further stimulate demand. 
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Edelweiss Air was founded as a Swiss-based leisure 
airline in 1995 by Kuoni Travel Ltd. This at least explains 
part of the airline’s curious IATA code of WK, with maybe 
the W coming from EdelWeiss, since EK was already 
taken by Emirates. In late 2008 the airline was sold to 
SWISS, which was itself owned by Lufthansa.  

According to planespotters.net the airline currently has 
15 aircraft; nine A320s with either 174 or 180 seats, two 
315-seat A330-300s and four 314-seat A340-300s. Five of 
the aircraft have joined the fleet in the last 12 months; 
two A320s last December, an A340 in February, another 
A320 in March and the most recent A340 in September. 
The A340s are ex-SWISS while the three A320s most 
recently flew with airberlin (two) and TAM. 

#2 in Zurich and growing fast 

According to analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data, 
Edelweiss Air is the second biggest carrier in Zurich after 
parent company SWISS. The carrier has around 7% of 
seat capacity this summer compared with 53% for 
SWISS. While SWISS increased its Zurich capacity by a 
healthy 8%, Edelweiss increased its seat offering by 35%. 
It is more than twice as big as the airport’s next biggest 
carrier, easyJet. 

Americas routes dominate ASK rankings 

With its mix of both narrowbody and widebody Airbus 
aircraft, Edelweiss Air offers a mix of both short-haul and 
long-haul destinations, aimed primarily at the leisure 
market. Analysis of the leading routes by ASKs reveals 
that four of the top 15 routes are to the US (shown in 
red) including the airline’s leading destination, Las Vegas, 
which was served 96 times during the peak April to 
October summer season.  

The top nine routes by ASKs this summer are all to 
destinations in the Americas. San Diego and Tampa make 
it three US routes in the top nine with the other 
destinations being in Brazil, Canada, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
the Dominican Republic and Mexico. The leading 
European destinations by this metric were Larnaka in 
Cyprus and Gran Canaria and Tenerife TFS in the Canary 
Islands.  

Italy and Spain feature heavily in flight rankings 

If, rather than looking at ASKs, we focus instead on 
actual flights during S18 then the ranking changes 
considerably. Now European destinations dominate with 
Pristina in Kosovo the most served route this summer 
with 312 flights. Larnaka just beats Palma de Mallorca 
into second place though the Spanish destinations has 
seen the biggest increase in flights out of the top 17 with 
170% more departures this summer.  

Four Spanish airports (all either in the Balearics or the 
Canary Islands) make the top 10 (shown in red), while 
four Italian airports (shown in green) make the top 13 
(Cagliari, Catania, Lamezia Terme and Olbia). The other 
top 12 destinations are in Egypt (Hurghada), Greece 
(Heraklion) and Turkey (Antalya). 

Edelweiss Air’s network also extends into many other 
countries including Bulgaria, Croatia, Macedonia, 
Morocco, Portugal, Spain, Tunisia and the UK 

10 new routes in S18 and more in W18/19 

This summer has seen Edelweiss Air launch eight new  
short-haul routes and two long-haul routes to Chania 
(Greece), Denver (US), Djerba (Tunisia), Dubrovnik 
(Croatia), Inverness (UK), Jerez (Spain), Orlando MCO 
(US), Pafos (Cyprus), Samos (Greece) and the Seychelles.  

This winter will see a further diversification of the route 
network with short/medium-haul routes to La Palma 
(Canary Islands) and Eilat/Ovda (Israel), plus new long-
haul routes to Buenos Aires (Argentina), Colombo (Sri 
Lanka), Ho Chi Minh City (Vietnam) and Varadero (Cuba). 

While the S19 schedule may not yet be completely 
finalised, two new destinations have been confirmed 
already; Tirana in Albania and Kalamata in Greece. 

Edelweiss Air playing key role in supporting SWISS’s leisure network; 
capacity up 35% this summer with 10 new routes including Denver 
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The last few years has seen a surge in new transatlantic 
services, including many to major cities in the US that 
have either not previously been served non-stop from 
Europe or at least not for some considerable time. This 
analysis identifies airports in the US and Canada which 
have just a single non-stop route to Europe operated by 
a single airline. 

Four US airports welcome only European link in S18 

This summer, in the space of just eight days, three US 
airports welcomed the start (or resumption) of non-stop 
services to Europe. On 17 May Iceland’s WOW air began 
5-weekly flights to St. Louis which used to have service 
to London with TWA and then American Airlines. A week 
later Delta Air Lines began daily service from 
Indianapolis to Paris CDG, the US airport’s first ever 
scheduled non-stop service to Europe. 

A day later, on 25 May, Kansas City also celebrated the 
same achievement when Icelandair began 3-weekly 
service to Reykjavik KEF. Hartford re-joined the list of 
airports with just a single European route when 
Norwegian pulled its Edinburgh service at the end of 
March 2018 leaving the Connecticut airport with just its 
Aer Lingus service to Dublin, which was launched in 
September 2016. 

Earlier in May, British Airways became the first carrier to 
offer non-stop flights from Europe to Nashville in 
Tennessee, when it began 5-weekly flights using its 787s 

Cleveland almost made it onto this list as it does have 
just one route to Europe, Reykjavik KEF. However, this 
route was launched by both Icelandair and WOW air in 
May 2018. 

Condor’s weekly services from Frankfurt to Fairbanks in 
Alaska and Whitehorse in the Canadian federal territory 
of Yukon are worth noting. These are the smallest 
airports in the list with a non-stop service to Europe. 
Whitehorse claims to have the least air pollution of any 
city on the planet, which obviously appeals to Germans. 

Nine airports in US and Canada (including Kansas City and St. Louis) 
have just one direct route to Europe in S18 flown by a single airline 

Canadian and US airports with one scheduled route to Europe operated by one airline in S18 
Airport Country Pax in 2017 (m) European airport Airline Weekly frequency 

Fairbanks (FAI) US 1.06m* Frankfurt (FRA) Condor 1 

Hartford (BDL) US 6.44m Dublin (DUB) Aer Lingus 7 

Indianapolis (IND) US 8.77m Paris (CDG) Delta Air Lines 7 

Kansas City (MCI) US 11.50m Reykjavik (KEF) Icelandair 3 

Nashville (BNA) US 14.13m London (LHR) British Airways 5 

Quebec City (YQB) Canada 1.67m Paris (CDG) Air Transat 3 

St. Louis (STL) US 14.73m Reykjavik (KEF) WOW air 5 

Whitehorse (YXY) Canada 0.35m* Frankfurt (FRA) Condor 1 

Winnipeg (YWG) Canada 4.31m London (LGW) WestJet 1 

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for August 2018.  *Estimate.  

http://www.connect-aviation.com/
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Despite being home to arguably the second best football 
team in Germany (after Bayern Munich), Dortmund’s 
airport is not one of the biggest in Germany. Last year it 
ranked just 14th and handled a total of two million 
passengers. In terms of nearest competitors, Düsseldorf  
Airport is just 65 kilometres to the south-west while 
Münster/Osnabrück Airport lies 50 kilometres to the 
north and Paderborn/Lippstadt Airport is 70 kilometres 
to the east. 

The airport’s busiest year to date was 2008 when 2.3 
million passengers passed through the facility. This was 
primarily thanks to easyJet which had made the airport a 
base in 2004. However, at the end of S08 easyJet 
stopped basing aircraft at Dortmund and reduced its 
network from 11 to just five routes. At one time or other 
easyJet served a total of 16 destinations from Dortmund;  
Alicante, Barcelona, Budapest, Edinburgh, Geneva, 
Krakow, London LTN, Malaga, Milan MXP, Nice, Palma 
de Mallorca, Paris CDG, Prague, Rome CIA, Thessaloniki 
and Zagreb. 

Wizz Air #1 airline since 2009 

With easyJet cutting its network for 2009, Wizz Air took 
over as the airport’s biggest carrier, a position it has 
maintained ever since. Analysis of FlightGlobal schedules 
data shows that Wizz Air accounts for 61% of scheduled 
seat capacity in 2018, well ahead of Eurowings (19%),  
Ryanair (15%) and easyJet (5%). 

Traffic up 14% in 2018 

In the first eight months of 2018 Dortmund has seen 
traffic grow by 14.2% to 1.49 million. That makes it the 
country’s second-fastest growing airport this year after  
the smaller airport at Memmingen (+32.7%). If this 
growth continues for the rest of the year it will come 
close to setting a new annual passenger record. 

A recent relaxation of some of the airport’s operating 
hours restrictions will also help provide airlines with 
more flexibility and make it easier for airlines to base 
aircraft at the airport.  

Wizz Air adding more new routes this winter 

This summer Wizz Air served 24 destinations non-stop 
from Dortmund with a total of 99 weekly departures. 
There are daily flights to Bucharest, Gdansk and Sofia 
while Katowice is served 16-weekly. A total of six new 
routes (two each in Poland, Romania and Ukraine) have 
launched since last summer; to Iasi, Kharkiv, Lviv, Olsztyn
-Mazury, Poznan and Targu Mures.  

This winter will see the addition of new services to the 
Albanian capital Tirana, Chisinau in Moldova, Debrecen 
in Hungary, Pristina in Kosovo and Vienna. However, 
flights to Poznan appear to have been suspended after 
just a single season. 

Vienna has previously been served direct from 
Dortmund by airberlin (until January 2006), by 
germanwings in 2007 and 2008 and then by Eurowings in 
W17/18. The German LCC offered flights to Munich (21-
weekly), Palma de Mallorca (12-weekly) and Split (2-
weekly) this summer. 

Ryanair serving just six routes out of 10 launched 

The Irish ULCC has been operating from Dortmund since 
March 2013 when it began flights to Alghero, Faro, 
Girona, Malaga, Palma de Mallorca and Porto, with 
Krakow and Madrid being added the following month. 
London STN flights launched in November 2013, 
competing indirectly with easyJet’s London LTN service. 
Since then only one other route has been added, to 
Thessaloniki in March 2017, while Alghero, Faro, Girona  
and Madrid are all no longer served. 

easyJet still operates a 6-weekly service from London 
LTN but that is now the airline’s only route to the 
German airport. London (shown in green) is the only 
route on which there is any sort of competition at the 
airport. 

Munich is only domestic destination 

Domestic traffic accounts for less than 10% of the 
airport’s traffic with Munich (shown in red) the only 
destination served at present (by Eurowings). In recent 
summers (but not S18) the airport offered low 
frequency, seasonal flights to Heringsdorf on the island 
of Usedom. 

Dortmund growth in 2018 driven by Wizz Air expansion; the ULCC 
will serve 28 destinations this winter from former easyJet base 
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Launched routes 

Air Iceland Connect has begun 4-weekly flights between 
Reykjavik KEF and Akureyri in the north of the country. 
The 285-kilometre sector is flown using its 37-seat Dash-
8-200s and is only available to passengers connecting 
through Keflavik on international flights. Flights to 
Akureyri depart at 17:15 from Keflavik while flights from 
Akureyri depart at 04:30 (ouch!), arriving in Keflavik at 
05:20, in time for the morning wave of departing flights 
to Europe. Air Iceland Connect also serves Akureyri from 
Reykjavik RKV with up to 5-daily flights using its larger 
76-seat Q400s. 

Edelweiss Air became the latest European carrier to 
serve the Seychelles with non-stop flights when it began 
weekly flights from Zurich to Mahé on Saturday 22 
September, with the nine-hour flight arriving the 
following morning at just after 10:00 local time. The 
Swiss carrier, which is a fully-owned subsidiary of SWISS, 
joins Air France (from Paris CDG), British Airways (from 
London LHR), Condor (from Frankfurt) and Turkish 
Airlines (from Istanbul IST) in operating direct links to 
the popular tourism destination in the West Indian 
Ocean. Air Seychelles abandoned its last two non-stop 
routes to Europe, to Düsseldorf and Paris CDG, in 
September 2017 and April 2018 respectively. 

Emirates added Edinburgh to its European network with 
the launch of flights from Dubai on 1 October. Initially 
the route will be served daily, but frequency drops to 5-
weekly for November before picking up again to daily for 
December and early January. It then drops back to 5-

weekly for the rest of W18/19. Daily service resumes in 
S19 apart from a six-week period from mid-April to the 
end of May when Dubai International Airport undergoes 
runway maintenance. During this period frequency 
drops down to 4-weekly. The launch of the new 
Edinburgh service coincides with the ending of Etihad 
Airways’s 5-weekly service from Abu Dhabi to the 
Scottish airport. This route was launched in June 2015. 
Qatar Airways has been serving Edinburgh from Doha 
since May 2014 and currently offers a daily service. For 
more on recent developments at Edinburgh see page 4 
of this issue of The ANKER Report. This is Emirates’s 
second new UK route this summer, as it also launched 
daily London STN service on 8 June. In addition, the UAE 
carrier also serves London LHR (6-daily), London LGW (3-
daily), Manchester (3-daily), Birmingham (2-daily), 
Glasgow (2-daily) and Newcastle (daily).  

LEVEL finally began its service between Paris ORY and 
Fort-de-France on the island of Martinique on 1 October. 
Originally scheduled to launch in early September, LEVEL 
will initially operate the 6,850-kilometre link 2-weekly, 
increasing to 5-weekly by November. According to 
Flightrader24.com, the inaugural flight (LV8005) was 
operated by an A340-300 belonging to Plus Ultra and 
arrived four minutes early in Martinique. There will be 
considerable competition on the route as Air Caraibes 
and Air France both already fly 10-weekly between the 
two airports with Corsair offering a further 6-weekly 
flights. In addition, XL Airways France connects Paris 
CDG with Martinique on a 3-weekly basis in October. 
Martinique in the French West Indies lies around 235 
kilometres north-west of Barbados.  

Pobeda now serves Finland following the launch on 
Friday 5 October of daily flights from Moscow VKO to 
Helsinki. The 875-kilometre route faces no direct 
competition. However, both Aeroflot and Finnair 
operate 3-daily flights from Moscow SVO to the Finnish 
capital. Finnair also serves St. Petersburg (20-weekly), 
Ekaterinburg (4-weekly), Kazan (3-weekly) and Samara 
(3-weekly) from Helsinki during the peak summer 
period. According to FlightGlobal schedules data for S18, 
the number of flights between Helsinki and Russia has 
grown by 23% this summer, while seat capacity is up  
even more, at 49%. 

Sky Express has expanded its route network from the 
Greek capital. On Monday 1 October the regional carrier 
began 10-weekly service (daily plus second flight on 
Mondays, Fridays and Sundays) on the 245-kilometre 
link from Athens to Lemnos using its 48-seater ATR 42s. 
Lemnos Island is located in the north Aegean Sea and is 
the eighth largest island in Greece. The main town on 
the island is Myrina. This brings to 22 the number of 
domestic routes Sky Express serves from Athens. Sector 
lengths range from just 106 kilometres to Spyros up to 
399 kilometres to Karpathos. Olympic Air already 
connects Athens and Lemnos with daily flights which are 
operated using Q400s, apart from on Fridays when an 
A320 is used. 

Tunisair chose 1 October as the day to start weekly 
(Monday) flights from Tozeur to Lyon. The 1,330-
kilometre route will be operated by the African carrier’s 
126-seat 737-600s. Tunisair already serves Paris CDG 2-
weekly from Tozeur while its subsidiary Tunisair Express 
offers 6-weekly flights on the 380-kilometre domestic 
route to Tunis using ATR 72s. Located in the south-west 
of the country on the edge of the Sahara Desert, Tozeur 
and the surrounding area have been used as locations 
for various Star Wars films. In 1984 Italy came fifth in the 
Eurovision Song Contest with a song called ‘I treni di 
Tozeur’ (The trains of Tozeur).  

Ural Airlines now competes with Uzbekistan Airways for 
traffic on the route between Moscow DME and Karshi. 
The Russian carrier began 2-weekly service on the 2,775-
kilometre route on 2 October using its A320s while the 
Uzbek carrier flies the route weekly also with an A320. 

Latest European route news 

http://www.flightglobal.com/srsanalyser
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and four to Aqaba, while Aqaba will also be served by 
easyJet from Berlin SXF and London LGW. Ryanair first 
launched flights to Jordan at the start of S18. 

Bosnia & Herzegovina also becomes a new country 
market this winter with Ryanair starting flights to Banja 
Luka from Brussels CRL, Memmingen and Stockholm 
NYO at the start of W18/19. Neither Ryanair nor easyJet 
has served Bosnia and Herzegovina in the past, though 
Eurowings, Norwegian and Wizz Air serve Sarajevo, while 
Wizz Air also has a significant presence at Tuzla. 

The new country markets this winter of Ukraine and 
Jordan (shown in green) both make it into the top 15 
fastest-growing country markets. Only three country 
markets show a reduction in combined easyJet and 
Ryanair capacity this November; Romania (-6%), Turkey 
(-12%) and Croatia (-83%). The dramatic drop in Croatian 
capacity is slightly misleading. The market is highly 
seasonal and last year Ryanair operated several routes 
from Zadar in the first week of November. In 2018 all of 
these routes finished before the end of October. 

UK uncertainty not slowing capacity growth 

Measured by volume growth rather than percentage 
growth, Germany is still the fastest-growing market with 
Ryanair and easyJet offering over 450,000 additional 
seats departing from German airports in November. 
Second for volume growth is the UK, with over 330,000 
additional departing seats. 

Apart from Germany and Morocco two other country 
markets saw capacity growth of over 20% (shown in red) 
and over 19,000 additional seats in November. These are 
Austria and Israel. easyJet has been growing significantly 
in Vienna, while in Israel easyJet has expanded from Tel 
Aviv, while Ryanair has grown in Eilat/Ovda but reduced 
flights to Tel Aviv. 

In issue 23 of The ANKER Report we revealed easyJet’s 
fastest-growing airports this winter and highlighted how 
four of the top 15 were in the UK (Manchester, London 
LGW, Belfast BFS and Bristol). Analysis of Ryanair’s 
fastest-growing airports in volume terms this November 
reveals that the top three are all in the UK; London STN, 
Edinburgh and Manchester. Two other UK airports 
(Belfast BFS and London LTN) also make the top 15. 
However, other UK airports fare less well, with 
Aberdeen, Glasgow GLA, Glasgow PIK and Newcastle all 
seeing cuts in Ryanair capacity in November. 

Ryanair’s 11 new airports for W18/19 

This winter will see Ryanair serving 11 airports that it did 
not serve in W17/18. 

• Amman: service from Pafos was launched in S18 with 
nine more routes launching in W18/19; 

• Aqaba: service begins from Athens, Cologne Bonn, 
Rome CIA and Sofia at the start of W18/19; 

• Banja Luka: service begins from Brussels CRL, 
Memmingen and Stockholm NYO at the start of 
W18/19, all flown 2-weekly; 

• Berlin TXL: 6-weekly service from Palma de Mallorca 
began on 1 June and will increase to daily in winter; 

• Crotone: service resumed from Milan BGY (daily) and 
Pisa (3-weekly) on 1 June with the Bergamo service 
operating in winter as well; 

• Düsseldorf: service from the airline’s bases in 
Alicante, Malaga and Palma de Mallorca began in 
summer and will continue this winter; 

• Essaouira: 2-weekly service from Weeze will begin on 
30 October, making it Ryanair’s ninth airport in 
Morocco; 

• Kiev KBP: service from Berlin SXF began on 3 
September, while 11 more routes will launch at the 
start of W18/19; 

• Lviv: five routes will launch at the beginning of 
W18/19 from Ryanair’s bases in Krakow, London STN, 
Memmingen, Warsaw WMI and Weeze; 

• Newquay: service from Alicante will go year-round 
complementing the airline’s existing summer routes 
to Faro and Frankfurt HHN; 

• Ouarzazate: 2-weekly service to Madrid will begin on 
30 October. Summer routes to Bordeaux and 
Marseille will launch in April 2019; 

• Tampere: service from Budapest will go year-round 
complementing the airline’s existing summer route to 
Bremen. 

 

  


