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In a year which saw Russia host the FIFA World Cup, many of 
the country’s European airports have seen a significant increase 
in passenger numbers. Moscow, where the final was held, is  
now home to four major airports; one of which added more 
seat capacity than any other European airport in 2018, and 
another which was the fastest-growing airport (in the top 300) 
in percentage terms. To cap it off, European Russia also saw the 
biggest increase in seat capacity in 2018 among all European 
nations. Not a bad hat-trick! 

Flights up 5%, seats up 6%, ASKs up 8% 

According to analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data by The 
ANKER Report, the number of flights from European airports 
looks set to have risen by around 5% in 2018 while seat 
capacity will be up just over 6%, indicating a further rise in 
average number of seats per flight from 156 seats per 
movement to 158 seats. Available Seat Kilometres (ASKs), 
which is how airlines tend to measure their capacity, is up just 
under 8% indicating an increase in average sector length from 
1,756 to 1,781 kilometres. 

Moscow Sheremetyevo adds most seats in 2018 (or does it?) 

According to FlightGlobal schedules data, Moscow’s busiest 
airport (it handled just over 40 million passengers in 2017) has 
seen almost 4.4 million additional departing seats this year. Of 
those, 2.5 million have been added by Aeroflot, representing 
growth of almost 12% at the airport. The second biggest 
increase in seats has come from Nordwind Airlines. However, 
this appears to be because the airline had not been providing 
schedule data to FlightGlobal before this summer.  

A similar situation applies to Pegas Fly, another Russian carrier  
operating from Moscow SVO, which also only started reporting 
schedule data earlier this year. As a result, Sheremetyevo’s 
capacity growth is probably overstated by around one million 
departing seats. According to actual passenger statistics, the 
airport has experienced growth of 13.5% in the first 10 months 
of this year, rather than the 19% figure derived from scheduled 
capacity data. 

Lufthansa and Ryanair drive Frankfurt growth 

Germany’s busiest airport has added around 3.5 million 
additional departing seats this year, equating to capacity 
growth of 8%. This is consistent with the airport’s passenger 

growth, which in the first 11 months of this year was reported 
as being up 7.8%. Lufthansa has led the way with 1.7 million 
additional seats, followed by Ryanair (930,000), easyJet 
(330,000), Condor (160,000), Wizz Air (130,000) and 
Laudamotion (95,000). All this capacity growth more than 
helped make up for the loss of over 400,000 departing seats in 
2017 from airberlin/NIKI.  

Four of the top 15 European airports for seat growth are in non
-EU countries (shown in red); two each in Russia and Turkey. As 
a major leisure airport, Antalya’s impressive scheduled capacity 
growth of 38% does not include a range of charter carriers that 
serve the airport. However, actual passenger growth at the 
Turkish airport (up to November) is 22.8%, which is still 
impressive but considerably less than 38%.  

Iberia and Air Europa push Madrid expansion 

Madrid’s 8% capacity growth is supported by the airport’s 8.5% 
growth in passenger numbers through to the end of November. 
The increase of 2.5 million seats has come primarily from 

Iberia/Iberia Express (and also includes LEVEL branded flights) 
which combined have added one million seats, Air Europa (up 
565,000) and Ryanair (up 167,000). With no major airline 
casualties at the airport and lots of steady growth from many  
other carriers, a healthy 8% growth has been achieved.  

Among the other top 15 airports for seat volume growth are 
also airports in Austria, Finland, France, Greece, Italy (two), the 
Netherlands and Portugal. The leading UK airport for capacity 
growth was London STN in 18th place with 8% capacity growth 
and an extra 1.23 million seats. Again, this is consistent with the 
airport’s reported 8% passenger growth in the first 10 months 
of the year. 

Several ‘new’ airports in 2018 

The biggest airports in 2018, which had no scheduled services 
in 2017, are Saransk in Russia (which re-opened for the World 
Cup), the new Istanbul Airport which opened in November, 
Crotone in Italy, Targu Mures in Romania, Mostar in Bosnia & 
Herzegovina, Burgos in Spain, Maribor in Slovenia and Baia 
Mare in Romania. Most of these had previously welcomed 
scheduled services, but had not welcomed scheduled flights in 
2017 for a variety of reasons, such as 
airport redevelopment. 
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Welcome 

It has been a good year for Russian 
aviation. Despite the collapse of VIM 
Airlines in late 2017, capacity and 
demand at many of its major European 
airports is up in 2018, helped by 
hosting the FIFA World Cup during the 
summer. We look to see which other 
airports in Europe have seen significant 
growth this year. 

Plus a look at Lufthansa’s Munich hub, 
Ryanair’s London Stansted base and 
the development of traffic at Gibraltar, 
Innsbruck and Prague. Plus analysis of 
over 30 new European routes and the 
latest trends in four countries. 
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In 2017 Munich handled 44.6 million passengers, making 
it Germany’s second busiest airport after Frankfurt (64.5 
million). Both airports saw demand rise by around 6%. 
Both airports are major hubs for Lufthansa, though the 
German flag-carrier offers around 50% more seats (and 
25% more flights) from its Frankfurt base compared with 
Munich. 

Lufthansa alone accounts for almost 60% of seat capacity 
at Munich in 2018 with Eurowings and Air Dolomiti 
operations accounting for a further 5% and 2.4% 
respectively. This analysis will focus on Lufthansa’s 
operations along with those of its Italian partner (and 
fully-owned subsidiary) Air Dolomiti. 

Capacity up 80%, flights up less than 10% 

Since 2004 Lufthansa has grown its seat capacity by just 
over 80% while the number of flights operated has 
increased by just 7%. This reflects an increase in the 
average number of seats per movement from 91 to 153 
during the last 14 years. The average sector length has 
also increased from 1,250 kilometres to 1,575 
kilometres, though this metric actually peaked in 2011 at 
1,615 kilometres. 

This year has seen Lufthansa expand its Munich presence 
faster (+9.4%) than at any time since 2005 (+10%) and 
add some 1.7 million one-way seats. Despite this, the 
airport has reported growth of just 3.3% in the first 10 
months of 2018 following the collapse of airberlin and 
the decision by Transavia to close its short-lived base. 

A380s arrive from Frankfurt 

This year saw Lufthansa launch A380 operations on five 
routes from Munich. During the summer the aircraft was 
used on flights to Beijing, Hong Kong and Los Angeles 
while in winter the aircraft is used on routes to Hong 
Kong, Miami and San Francisco. This helps explain the 
ranking of the top Lufthansa routes from Munich with 
the top three destinations for ASKs being the summer 
A380 routes. 

The top 15 routes by ASKs in August are all long-haul 
destinations, seven in the US, six in Asia plus Mexico City 
and Vancouver. 

Seven more new routes announced for S19 

Lufthansa has launched (and dropped) routes from its 
Munich hub every year since 2005 (see table below). 
This summer it served over 130 destinations non-stop 
from the Bavarian airport. The recent route launches to 
Edinburgh and Tromsø brings to seven the total number 
of new routes launched in 2018.  

So far, seven more new routes have been announced for 
S19, though flights to Brindisi are not currently on sale, 
while Chisinau flights ended in March 2018. Eurowings 
may operate the Brindisi route in 2019. In addition, 
service to Ankara has been transferred to SunExpress. 

Lufthansa base in Munich offers over 130 routes; A380s now used on 
five long-haul routes to Asia and US; seven new routes coming in S19 

Year Non-stop destinations added Non-stop destinations no longer served 

2005 Bari, Donetsk, Dnipropetrovsk, Malta, Strasbourg, Tbilisi, Timisoara, Washington IAD, Yerevan Johannesburg, Lille, St. Petersburg, Vancouver 

2006 London LCY, Palma de Mallorca, Sao Paulo GRU, St. Petersburg Malta, Miami, Riga 

2007 Denver, Faro, Larnaka, Linz, Malaga, Seoul ICN, Sibiu, Tirana Bangkok, Bari, Dnipropetrovsk, Milan BGY, Porto, Tehran THR 

2008 Bilbao, Cluj-Napoca, Dublin, Guernsey, Innsbruck, Klagenfurt, Moscow DME, Mumbai, Salzburg, 
Singapore 

Bordeaux, Rimini, Strasbourg 

2009 Cairo, Lviv, Rimini, Split, Tel Aviv Denver, Dublin, Faro, Guernsey, Innsbruck, Moscow SVO, Salzburg 

2010 Bari, Bursa, Chisinau, Faro, Luxembourg, Miami, Riyadh, Rostock-Laage, Tallinn, Tashkent, Zadar Bratislava, Yerevan 

2011 Antalya, Dublin, Ibiza, Malta, Palermo Bern, Linz, Rimini 

2012 Bastia, Cape Town, Crotone, Jersey, Montpellier, Odessa, Pula, Rotterdam, Valencia Bursa, Miami, Tashkent 

2013 Tunis, Vancouver Crotone, Klagenfurt, London LCY, Singapore 

2014 Bodrum, Gran Canaria, Lamezia Terme, Mexico City, Miami, Milan BGY, Tokyo HND, Toronto YYZ Cairo, Tallinn 

2015 Cairo, Fuerteventura, Glasgow, Heraklion, Perugia, Reykjavik KEF, Seville, Tenerife TFS Donetsk, Odessa, Tokyo NRT 

2016 Brindisi, Corfu, Debrecen, Denver, Marrakech, Odessa, Porto, Rzeszow, Santorini, Tehran IKA Istanbul IST, Milan BGY, Montpellier, Rotterdam 

2017 Nantes, Santander Dubai, Perugia, Rostock-Laage, Sao Paulo GRU, Tirana 

2018 Agadir, Edinburgh, Funchal, Katowice, Lodz, Singapore, Tromsø Odessa, Riyadh, Tehran IKA 

2019 Alicante, Bangkok, Biarritz, Osaka KIX, Rijeka, Rimini, Tivat Ankara, Brindisi, Chisinau 

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for 2004-2018. 

Lufthansa’s route development from Munich 2005-2019 
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Croatia: Passenger demand drops dramatically at several 
Croatian airports in November leaving Zagreb as the 
dominant airport and Croatia Airlines as the dominant 
airline, with Eurowings a long way behind in second. 
Norway: All six of the country’s leading airports 
reported solid if unspectacular growth in November, led 

by Bergen ahead of Oslo OSL. Norwegian added more 
capacity than SAS and has closed the gap on the 
country’s leading airline. 
Russia: Double-digit growth at five of Russia’s top six 
European airports in October with Moscow DME still to 
recover from the collapse of VIM Airlines in October 

2017. Pobeda is still growing fast while Nordwind has 
only recently started providing schedule data. 
Turkey: Istanbul and Turkish Airlines both saw traffic and 
capacity growth but elsewhere there were cuts in 
capacity and flights resulting in a 2% drop in passenger 
numbers just as Istanbul’s new mega airport opened. 

http://www.connect-aviation.com/
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Serving one of the most picturesque cities in Europe, 
Prague’s airport is experiencing a fourth straight year of 
significant growth after several years of traffic 
stagnation. EU membership for the Czech Republic (or 
Czechia as it is also sometimes known) in May 2004 
resulted in tremendous traffic growth from just over six 
million passengers in 2001 to almost 12.5 million just six 
years later. After peaking at 12.6 million in 2008 traffic 
declined in three of the next six years with just 11.2 
million passengers passing through the airport in 2014. 

Almost 40% growth between 2014 and 2017 

However, traffic is booming once more, though it took 
until 2016 for the airport to finally pass the 13 million 
passenger milestone. Last year saw 15.4 million 
passengers pass through the airport while growth of just 
under 10% in the first 10 months of 2018 suggests that 
almost 17 million passengers will use the airport this 
year. The airport predicts a figure of 16.8 million. 

The airport’s seasonality profile is very steady with 
around twice as many passengers in the peak months of 
July and August as there are in January and February.  
Next summer could see the airport handle over two 
million passengers in a single month for the first time. 

Ryanair driving growth 

Even before the Czech Republic had joined the EU, 
British Airways’s in-house LCC Go was operating flights 
to Prague from London STN, Bristol and East Midlands 
thanks to a more liberal air service agreement between 
the two countries. After being bought by easyJet, that 
carrier then became the leading LCC and second biggest 
carrier at the airport in 2004 after CSA Czech Airlines, 
offering flights from five UK airports and Dortmund. 

Wizz Air made Prague a base somewhat belatedly in 
2009, and offered flights to 17 destinations in 2010. By 
then it was already in a battle with Lufthansa and 
SmartWings to be the airport’s second biggest airline. 
However, Wizz Air’s presence in Prague has rather faded 
away and in 2018 the airline failed to make the top 15. 
At the beginning of S18 it was still offering eight routes, 
but five of these were dropped in mid-June (Milan BGY, 
Naples, Reykjavik KEF, Tel Aviv and Venice TSF) leaving 
just three routes to Bari, Kutaisi (launched in May 2018) 
and London LTN. 

Ryanair began serving Prague from Dublin in late 2007, 
but its second route (from London STN) did not start 
until April 2014 with Brussels CRL flights starting in 
October 2014. Prague finally became Ryanair’s 84th base 
in October 2016 and this summer it served 15 routes 
from the airport. The start of W18/19 saw the addition 
of five more new routes to Amman, Eilat/Ovda, 
Marrakech, Paris BVA and Pisa. As a result Ryanair is now 
bigger than easyJet in Prague and is gaining rapidly on 
local carrier SmartWings. 

Both Czech Airlines and SmartWings are now majority-
owned by the same company Travel Service. While 
Czech Airlines is a traditional flag-carrier, SmartWings 
offers low frequency flights to many leisure destinations 
and has highly seasonal operations.  

All the major European flag-carriers (shown in red) 
increased capacity to Prague in 2018. 

Philadelphia new for S18 

Ten of the top 15 routes in 2018 are to airports in other 
EU countries though the #1 route is to Moscow SVO 
while Dubai ranks fifth thanks to Emirates’s 2-daily 
service. New long-haul routes launched in the last 18 
months are American Airlines to Philadelphia (May 
2018), Qatar Airways to Doha (August 2017) and China 

Eastern Airlines to Xi’an (October 2017). Delta Air Lines 
serves New York JFK, there are services to both Montreal 
(with Air Transat) and Toronto (Air Canada) in Canada 
while Czech Airlines and Korean Air both serve Seoul ICN 
non-stop. Apart from Xi’an. Chinese carriers also serve 
Prague from Beijing (Hainan Airlines), Chengdu (Sichuan 
Airlines) and Shanghai (China Eastern Airlines). 

Prague traffic up almost 10% in 2018 after impressive 18% growth in 
2017; Ryanair now biggest non-local carrier; Moscow SVO #1 route 
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 Gibraltar sees start of recovery after Monarch’s collapse saw traffic 
drop by over 30% in first half of 2018; easyJet adds new Luton link 
The collapse of UK leisure carrier Monarch Airlines last 
October was felt at many airports, notably at the 
airline’s UK bases and key destinations in Portugal, Spain 
and Turkey. However, the airport at which Monarch’s 
share of scheduled seat capacity was highest was 
Gibraltar, the UK territory on the southern tip of Spain.  

Here Monarch represented around 40% of scheduled 
seat capacity, operating regular flights during the 
summer peak from Birmingham, London LGW, London 
LTN and Manchester. The airport’s other UK routes were 
with easyJet to Bristol, London LGW and Manchester 
and with British Airways to London LHR. 

Traffic down over 20% in 2018 

Maybe surprisingly only British Airways stepped in 
initially to make up for some of the lost capacity, 
beginning a 5-weekly service from London LGW on 25 
May. Earlier this month, on 4 December, easyJet began 2
-weekly service from London LTN, finally reconnecting 
London LTN with Gibraltar after a gap of over a year. 
However, even with this new service, traffic is likely to 

be down well over 20% in 2018 from the record figure 
achieved last year of almost 570,000 passengers. 

New terminal fully operational in 2012 

The airport opened the first phase of a much needed 
new terminal in 2011 with the terminal fully opening for 
arriving and departing flights in summer 2012. At the 
time fewer than 400,000 passengers were using the 
airport each year. 

In 2014 over 400,000 passengers were handled for the 
first time with growth coming from extra flights on 
existing routes. An increase of around 7% in passengers 
in 2015 was mainly thanks to easyJet’s new service from 
Bristol which launched in April 2015, although Royal Air 
Maroc also added a new route to Tangier. 

The airport’s 24% growth in passengers in 2016 was 
thanks to a mix of frequency increases on existing routes 
(BA from Heathrow and easyJet from Gatwick) and new 
routes (Monarch from Gatwick and easyJet from 
Manchester). These were the last new services before 
BA’s decision to launch Gatwick flights this summer. 

In August 2017, when Monarch was still serving the 
airport, Sunday was the busiest day of the week with 11 
flights followed by Friday with nine. Saturday was the 
quietest day with just three arrivals and departures. 

Looking ahead, FlightGlobal schedules data currently 
shows S19 capacity around 18% above that of S18, 
thanks to the new Luton service, but also as a result of 
BA increasing frequency on the Heathrow route. 

http://www.gva.ch/b2b
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Despite being an Irish airline headquartered in Dublin, 
Ryanair’s biggest base for many years has been London 
STN in the UK. London’s third busiest airport (after 
Heathrow and Gatwick) handled almost 26 million 
passengers on its single runway in 2017.  

Ryanair is by far the biggest airline at the airport with 
around 75% of scheduled seat capacity in 2018 according 
to FlightGlobal schedules data. Nearest rival at the 
airport is easyJet with around 10% of capacity and 
Jet2.com with 5%. In 2004 Ryanair was offering less than 
three times as many seats at Stansted as easyJet, which 
developed a presence at the airport after it acquired Go 
in 2002. 

20% capacity reduction followed by steady growth 

Ryanair’s relationship with London STN has not always 
been easy as it has had issues regarding airport charges 
over the years. After reaching almost 10 million 
departing seats at the airport in 2007, Ryanair reduced 
capacity at the airport in each of the next four years, 
resulting in offering just 7.6 million seats at the airport in 
2011. Even during these difficult years Ryanair launched 
at least five new routes per annum from Stansted, while 
also dropping at least five routes each year. 

Since 2011 Ryanair’s Stansted capacity has grown each 
year (though by less than 1% in 2017) with double-digit 
growth in both 2014 and 2015. In 2015 capacity at 
Stansted finally passed the airline’s previous record set 
in 2007. 

Over 200 routes launched  

Since starting flights from Dublin in 1989, Ryanair has 
launched over 200 routes from London STN. This year 
Ryanair has offered flights to 150 destinations from 
Stansted including new routes to Belfast BFS, Kiev KBP, 
Lviv, Nantes, Rimini and the resumption of flights to Dole 
in France starting on 22 December. Routes served in 
2017 but not in 2018 are City of Derry, Deauville, Lorient 
and Venice VCE. The latter was only served during 2017 
because Venice TSF’s runway was undergoing 
maintenance work. 

The top 10 routes in 2018 for flights (all with over 1,000 
one-way flights) are Dublin, Rome CIA, Barcelona, Milan 
BGY, Madrid, Berlin SXF, Warsaw WMI, Budapest, 
Edinburgh and Cork. All these routes have seen capacity 
growth of less than 3% in 2018 with the exception of 
Budapest (+13%). The new route to Belfast, launched on 
1 March with 3-daily flights, already ranks 17th. 

Switching airports in Murcia 

At present the only ‘new’ route launching in 2019 is to 
Murcia RMU, though this is simply a move from Murcia 
MJV. Ryanair’s complete schedule data for S19 has not 
yet been submitted to FlightGlobal so it is not clear 
which, if any, routes have been dropped for next year. 

Ryanair has tried over 200 routes from its biggest base at London 
Stansted; over three-quarters still operating; Dublin is #1 route 

Year Destinations added Destinations no longer served 

2007 Alicante, Belfast BHD, Billund, Bremen, Brussels CRL, Deauville, Maribor, Palma de  
Mallorca, Stockholm VST, Zadar 

Saint Etienne 

2008 Agadir, Angouleme, Basel, Beziers, Bologna, Cuneo, Faro, Fuerteventura, Ibiza, Katowice, 
Madrid, Rimini, Tarbes-Lourdes, Tenerife TFS, Zweibrücken 

Blackpool, Deauville, Esbjerg, Malmo, Vitoria 

2009 Gran Canaria, Lanzarote, Malaga, Memmingen, Oslo RYG Balaton, Beziers, Brussels CRL, Forli, Maribor 

2010 Ciudad Real, Fez, Figari, Plovdiv, Trapani, Verona VRN Lamezia Terme, Montpellier, Nantes, Newquay, Zweibrücken 

2011 Balaton, Barcelona, Corfu, Lamezia Terme, Leipzig, Malmo, Marrakech, Rhodes, Rijeka, 
Thessaloniki, Venice VCE, Vilnius 

Angouleme, Basel, Belfast BHD, Ciudad Real, Figari, Friedrichshafen,  
Granada, Verona VBS 

2012 Budapest, Chania, Kos, Lublin, Maastricht, Malta, Pafos, Patras, Turku, Warsaw WMI Agadir, Altenburg, Balaton, Glasgow PIK, Hamburg LBC, Pau, Trapani, Venice 
VCE 

2013 Comiso, Dole, Dortmund, Kefalonia, Lisbon, Nuremberg, Ostrava, Strasbourg, Tallinn, 
Warsaw WAW 

Cuneo, Graz, Patras, Rimini, Turku, Verona 

2014 Athens, Basel, Bordeaux, Brive, Bucharest OTP, Cologne Bonn, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Gothenburg GOT, Milan MXP, Osijek, Podgorica, Prague, Rabat, Skelleftea 

Dole, Klagenfurt, Valladolid, Warsaw WAW 

2015 Castellon, Clermont-Ferrand, Deauville, Ponta Delgada, Verona Gothenburg GSE, Maastricht, Malmo, Toulon 

2016 Agadir, Hamburg, Luxembourg, Olstyn-Mazury, Oslo OSL, Palanga, Sofia, Timisoara, 
Toulouse 

Clermont-Ferrand, Haugesund, Rodez, Skelleftea, Strasbourg, Tampere 

2017 Aalborg, Beziers, Cagliari, Clermont-Ferrand, Copenhagen, Frankfurt FRA, Lorient,  
Naples, Nice, Nimes, Oradea, Pardubice, Strasbourg 

Kos, Osijek, Oslo RYG, Parma 

2018 Belfast BFS, Dole, Kiev KBP, Lviv, Nantes, Rimini City of Derry, Deauville, Lorient 

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for 2006-2018. 

Ryanair’s route development from London Stansted 2007-2018 
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Launched routes 

Air Arabia expanded its European network with the 
launch of 5-weekly flights to Prague on 11 December. 
The 4,460-kilometre route from Sharjah will be operated 
by the airline’s 168-seat A320s and faces no competition. 
The UAE-based LCC currently operates around 40 of the 
type from Sharjah across a network of over 70 routes. It 
also has subsidiaries in Egypt and Morocco. At the end of 
October, the airline celebrated its 15th anniversary with 
an updated brand identity. In 2017 the airline group 
carried just over 8.5 million passengers at a load factor 
of 79%. Apart from Prague, other European destinations 
served by the airline year-round are Istanbul SAW, Kiev 
KBP and Moscow DME, while in summer there are also 
flights to Antalya, Bodrum, Izmir and Trabzon in Turkey, 
plus Sarajevo (in Bosnia & Herzegovina). In addition to 
Air Arabia’s new service to Sharjah, Prague has direct 
flights to Doha (with Qatar Airways), Dubai (with 
Emirates and flydubai) and Tel Aviv (with El Al and 
SmartWings) while Czech Airlines serves Beirut and 
Riyadh. 

Air Italy recently launched its first routes to India. On 
Thursday 6 December the Qatar Airways backed carrier, 
formerly known as Meridiana, began 3-weekly service 
between Milan MXP and Delhi using its A330-200s. The 
6,170-kilometre route is already flown by Air India, 4-
weekly. Air Italy has also started connecting Milan MXP 
with Mumbai. A weekly service began in early 
November, but this has now increased to 4-weekly. Flag-
carrier Alitalia has been offering daily flights between 
Rome FCO and Delhi since the end of October 2017, 
competing with Air India’s 3-weekly service. 

After a brief hiatus British Airways has resumed non-
stop service between London LHR and Doha in Qatar. 
The UK flag-carrier, which had launched daily flights on 
the route in October 2016, suspended service on 24 
March 2018. It had previously suspended flights on the 
route between 4 December 2017 and 15 January 2018 
according to FlightGlobal schedules data, before 
resuming daily flights for just over two months. On 1 
December, British Airways resumed service once more 
with daily flights operated by the oneworld carrier’s 787-
9s. Qatar Airways (still, for now, a oneworld member) 
operates the route 6-daily. 

China Eastern Airlines now serves two London airports 
from Shanghai PVG after the addition of 3-weekly 
service on Friday 7 December between the Chinese city 
and Gatwick using A330-200s. The SkyTeam carrier 
already serves Heathrow with daily flights and faces 
competition to Europe’s busiest airport from British 

Airways (10-weekly) and Virgin Atlantic (daily). The new, 
9,270-kilometre Gatwick service faces no direct 
competition. This winter London’s second busiest airport 
has direct flights to just two Chinese destinations, 
Shanghai and Chengdu (with Air China). Tianjin 
Airlines’s 2-weekly service from Chongqing to London 
LGW, launched in June 2016, was moved to London LHR 
from 25 August. For comparison, Heathrow has non-stop 
flights to 10 Chinese destinations this winter, up from 
just four in W17/18. For China Eastern Airlines Gatwick 
becomes the airline’s ninth non-stop route to Europe 
from Shanghai, joining Amsterdam, Frankfurt, London 
LHR, Madrid, Moscow SVO, Paris CDG, Prague and 
Rome FCO. 

easyJet launched six new international routes from the 
UK during the last fortnight, two each from Bristol and 
Manchester, and one each from Belfast BFS and London 
LTN. The new Bristol routes are to Ostersund in Sweden 
(weekly) and Sofia (2-weekly) while the new Manchester 
routes are to Barcelona (2-weekly) and Innsbruck 
(weekly). Neither of the Bristol routes faces competition. 
However, Ryanair (daily), Vueling (5-weekly) and 
Jet2.com (2-weekly) all already offer flights between 
Manchester and Barcelona, while Flybe, Thomas Cook 
Airlines and TUI Airways already connect Manchester 
with Innsbruck. The other two new UK routes are 
between Belfast BFS and Salzburg (2-weekly) and 
between London LTN and Gibraltar (2-weekly), neither 
of which face direct competition. The latter route does 
not operate between 22 June and 3 September next 
summer. easyJet already serves Gibraltar from Bristol, 
London LGW and Manchester. This winter easyJet is no 
longer the #1 airline at Luton based on seat capacity 
although it is still #1 for flights. Wizz Air is now the 
leading airline at Luton where easyJet still has its HQ. 

From its Berlin TXL base easyJet has also added a new 
route, to Innsbruck in Austria. The 4-weekly service 
launched on 10 December and faces no direct 
competition. This winter easyJet serves the Austrian 
destination from five airports; Berlin TXL, Bristol, 
London LGW, London LTN and Manchester. For more 
about Innsbruck airport see the profile on page 9. 

Ethiopian Airlines continues to expand into Europe with 
Manchester in the UK the airline’s newest destination. 
The 4-weekly service from Addis Ababa operates via 
Brussels in both directions. The Star Alliance member’s 
fleet of 787s will serve the route with a 787-9 used on 
the inaugural flight. Manchester becomes the airline’s 
13th destination in Europe this winter joining Brussels 
BRU, Dublin, Frankfurt, Geneva, London LHR, Madrid, 
Milan MXP, Oslo OSL, Paris CDG, Rome FCO, Stockholm 
ARN and Vienna. Of those 12, six are hubs for other Star 
Alliance members. Among Europe’s top 10 busiest 
airports Amsterdam, Istanbul IST, London LGW and 
Munich are not served, while Barcelona is only served 
during the summer via Madrid. Most of Manchester’s 
other African routes are to leisure destinations in Cape 
Verde, Morocco and Tunisia.  

Eurowings replaced Lufthansa on the route between 
Düsseldorf and New York EWR on 1 December, meaning 
that Lufthansa no longer operates any international 
routes from the German airport, just its two hub-feeding 
routes to Frankfurt and Munich. Zurich was the last 
international destination in Europe to be served by 
Lufthansa from Düsseldorf back in January 2015. 
Eurowings will operate the new US route either 5-
weekly or 6-weekly. The A330-300s being used on the 
route are operated by Brussels Airlines. Eurowings now 
serves four US destinations from Düsseldorf, with 
Newark joining Fort Myers, Miami and New York JFK. 
Delta Air Lines also operates non-stop flights from its 
Atlanta hub. 

Finnair added Lyon to its network on 11 December. The 
oneworld carrier began 2-weekly (Tuesday and Saturday) 
flights on the 2,090-kilometre route from Helsinki using 
E190s operated by Nordic Regional Airlines, which is a 
joint venture between Finnair (40%) and Danish Air 
Transport (60%) and evolved out of Flybe Nordic and 
before that Finncomm. Also known as NORRA, the 
carrier operates a fleet of 24 aircraft; 12 E190s and 12 
ATR 72-500s. This new route is not flown by any other 
carrier and is Finnair’s fourth route to France. It serves 
Paris CDG year-round with multiple daily flights as well 
as Biarritz and Nice with seasonal summer services. 

flydubai has taken over from Emirates on the route 
between Dubai and Zagreb in Croatia for W18/19. The 
LCC operated the route typically 3-weekly between 
December 2014 and January 2017 according to 
FlightGlobal schedules data. It will now connect the two 
cities with daily flights using 737 MAX 8s until the end of 
March when Emirates take over the route once more. 

Latest European route news 
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Emirates began serving the Croatian capital in June 2017 
with daily flights. Since the beginning of October 
flydubai has launched new European routes to Helsinki 
(11 October) and Kiev KBP (replacing Kiev IEV) while also 
resuming seasonal winter flights to Moscow SVO. 

Laudamotion has launched three new routes from 
Innsbruck during the last fortnight. Düsseldorf is now 
served 2-weekly while Dublin and London STN both 
welcomed weekly flights. The latter two routes are 
already served by TUI Airways with weekly flights. 
Laudamotion’s first flights from Innsbruck were to 
Palma de Mallorca, a route that was launched in early 
June and operated 2-weekly during S18. 

Lufthansa added two new destinations to its Munich 
hub on 1 December with the addition of 2-weekly 
service to Edinburgh in Scotland and weekly service to 
Tromsø in Norway. The 1,330-kilometre Edinburgh route 
is already served daily by easyJet and 4-weekly by 
Lufthansa’s own LCC Eurowings, which started operating 
the route in March 2017. Lufthansa will increase 
frequency to Edinburgh to 3-weekly in S19. The route to 
Tromsø is Lufthansa’s second as it already serves the 
Norwegian airport from Frankfurt. This also started as a 
seasonal, winter-only route in November 2016 but is set 
to become a year-round service in S19. Lufthansa 
already serves Oslo with multiple daily flights from both 
Frankfurt and Munich but does not serve Bergen, 
Stavanger or Trondheim. 

Qatar Airways has become the first of the major Gulf 
carriers to offer flights to Gothenburg in Sweden. On 12 
December the carrier began 5-weekly service on the 
4,750-kilometre route from Doha using 787-8s. Qatar 
Airways has been serving Sweden since November 2007 
when it began flights to Stockholm ARN. The Swedish 
capital is now served 2-daily. Last year Gothenburg 
handled 6.75 million passengers. This year demand is up 
just 1% in the first 10 months of the year. Three days 
earlier, on 9 December, Qatar Airways also launched a 
new 4-weekly service to Mombasa in Kenya using its 
A320s. Among European flag-carriers only Turkish 
Airlines serves Mombasa making the new Qatar Airways 
route of interest to European travellers to Kenya. 

Ryanair is taking on easyJet head-to-head with its latest 
new route launch. On 1 December the Irish ULCC began 
daily service on the 1,190-kilometre route between 
London LTN and Barcelona. This was one of easyJet’s 
first ever international routes, launched in June 1996. It 
now serves the route with between three and four daily 
flights. Ryanair replaces Vueling on the route. The IAG 
carrier offered 2-daily flights between June 2016 and 
November 2017 before cutting back frequency last 
winter and then again in S18 before suspending flights 
completely at the beginning of July.  

Sichuan Airlines now connects Chengdu with 
Copenhagen. The new 2-weekly service (Mondays and 
Fridays) launched on 10 December and will be flown 
with the airline’s A330s and faces no competition. The 

Chinese carrier already connects Chengdu 2-weekly with 
Moscow SVO, Prague and St. Petersburg. In addition, Air 
China links Chengdu with Frankfurt, London LGW and 
Paris CDG, Beijing Capital Airlines has a weekly flight to 
Madrid and KLM is the only European carrier flying to 
Chengdu with 3-weekly flights this winter from 
Amsterdam. Copenhagen now serves three cities in 
China with non-stop flights with Chengdu joining Beijing 
(served by Air China and SAS) and Shanghai (served by 
SAS). 

Turkish Airlines has added Lusaka in Zambia to its 
Istanbul IST network with the introduction on 13 
December of 2-weekly (Mondays and Thursdays) flights 
using A330-200s. One flight operates via Dar Es Salaam 
on the outbound journey while the other flight operates 
via the Tanzanian city on the return journey. This new 
route becomes the only non-stop service between 
Europe and Zambia. Other options for passengers 
wanting to get to Zambia from Europe are Emirates via 
Dubai and Ethiopian Airlines via Addis Ababa. A modern 
terminal built by a Chinese company is nearing 
completion at Lusaka. 

Vueling launched a 4-weekly service between 
Amsterdam and Vienna on 2 December. The 960-
kilometre route is already well served by Austrian 
Airlines (26-weekly), KLM (21-weekly) and easyJet (9-
weekly). This winter Vueling serves 13 destinations from 
Amsterdam and five from Vienna. Apart from the new 
Amsterdam service it also launched service from Palma 
de Mallorca in June. It also serves the Austrian capital 
from Barcelona, Paris CDG and Rome FCO. This new 
route to Vienna from Amsterdam appears to replace the 
airline’s route to Porto, which was launched in April 
2016 but was suspended at the end of October 2018. 
Competition on that route was tough with KLM (2-daily), 
Transavia (9-weekly) and TAP Portugal (daily) all 
operating between the two cities. 

Wizz Air chose Friday 14 December as the launch date 
for three new routes; between Chisinau and Paris BVA, 

London LTN and Tromsø, and Lviv and Frankfurt HHN. 
All routes will be flown 2-weekly by the ULCC. The route 
from Moldova to Beauvais is already served 3-weekly by 
Air Moldova, while Norwegian offers 4-weekly flights 
from London LGW to Tromsø. The market between 
Germany and Lviv has seen massive growth in recent 
months with Ryanair starting flights from Memmingen 
(2-weekly from 31 October) and Weeze (3-weekly from 
31 October) while Wizz Air itself has also added flights 
from Dortmund (2-weekly from 21 May). In addition, 
Wizz Air has been serving Lviv from Berlin SXF since June 
2017 and Lufthansa operates daily flights from Munich. 

WOW air, despite the on-going issues regarding its 
future ownership, launched its first ever route to Asia on 
6 December. On that day it began service between 
Reykjavik KEF and Delhi using its A330-300s. For the 
remainder of the winter season the route will operate 3-
weekly increasing to 5-weekly in S19. This is the first 
ever scheduled service between Iceland and Asia. WOW 
air’s US network is undergoing some changes. Flights to 
Dallas/Fort Worth (which competed with Icelandair and 
American Airlines) stopped at the end of October and 
are not set to return in S19, while St. Louis service looks 
set to end on 6 January with Pittsburgh flights ending on 
11 January according to the airline’s on-line booking 
tool. Seasonal flights to Cincinnati, Cleveland and New 
York JFK also ended at the end of S18 and are currently 
not bookable for S19. 

Xiamen Airlines has launched its latest route to Europe, 
a 3-weekly service from Fuzhou to Paris CDG. The 9,600-
kilometre route from China’s 28th busiest airport (it 
handled 12.5 million passengers in 2017) will be 
operated by the SkyTeam member’s 787-8s. This is only 
the second European route flown by the airline. It 
launched 2-weekly flights to Amsterdam from Xiamen in 
July 2015. Paris CDG is now connected non-stop to nine 
Chinese cities; the others being Beijing, Chengdu, 
Guangzhou, Jinan, Kunming, Shanghai, Wuhan and 
Xi’an. This is the first route from a western European 
airport to Fuzhou.  

Latest European route news 
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Located in western Austria with the German border 
around 20 kilometres to the north and the Italian border 
about 30 kilometres to the south, Innsbruck is the capital 
of Tyrol and Austria’s fifth biggest city. It hosted the 
winter Olympics in 1964 and 1976, as well as the first 
Winter Youth Olympics in 2012. 

Passenger numbers at the very scenic airport serving the 
city have been between 900,000 and 1.1 million ever 
since 2008. Last year’s record throughput was the result 
of passenger growth of 8.5%, the fastest growth 
achieved at the airport since 2008. 

Very different seasonality profile 

Compared with most European airports, Innsbruck has a 
very different seasonality profile, with the airport’s 
busiest period between December and March. This year, 
the airport handled almost 200,000 passengers in 
March, three times as many as it handles during the 
summer months of June to September. November is the 
airport’s quietest month with around 40,000 passengers. 

In the first 10 months of 2018 passenger numbers are 
virtually unchanged compared with 2017. However, the 
launch in early December of five new routes should help 

push passenger figures to another new record in 2018.  

Five new routes in December 

The last fortnight has seen the airport welcome five new 
services, three from Laudamotion and two from easyJet. 
The Austrian carrier has started flights to Dublin 
(weekly), Düsseldorf (2-weekly) and London STN 
(weekly). The Irish and UK routes are already served by 
TUI Airways as seasonal charters. Laudamotion first 
started serving Innsbruck back in June when it began 
seasonal flights to Palma de Mallorca. 

easyJet began two new routes; weekly flights to 
Manchester began on 9 December, while 4-weekly 
flights to Berlin TXL launched on 10 December. The UK 
carrier already serves Innsbruck from Bristol (2-weekly 
since December 2007), London LGW (18-weekly in 
winter peak, launched in December 2007) and London 
LTN (2-weekly, launched December 2015). Liverpool was 
also served in the past. The Gatwick service operates 
year-round, though just 4-weekly in summer. 

Frankfurt, London and Vienna hubs served 

Austrian Airlines is the leading airline at the airport 
operating multiple daily flights to the Star Alliance hubs 

of Frankfurt and Vienna. Along with London services 
operated by easyJet and British Airways (to Heathrow), 
these flights account for around 80% of summer seat 
capacity and 90% of scheduled flights.  

Transavia also has 2-weekly service to Amsterdam in the 
summer but in the winter peak the airline’s presence 
grows significantly with Amsterdam then served 16-
weekly, complemented by 10-weekly flights to both 
Eindhoven and Rotterdam, making Transavia the 
airport’s second biggest carrier across the year. 

Innsbruck welcomes five new services from easyJet and Laudamotion 
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Moscow Zhukovsky is fastest-growing airport 

If, rather than looking at volume growth, we consider 
percentage growth in capacity, then the rankings change 
completely. Looking only at Europe’s top 300 airports, 
we find that, based on scheduled capacity data, the 
fastest-growing airport by some distance in 2018, was 
Moscow ZIA.  

Opened officially in 2016, the airport handled 427,000 
passengers in 2017. The airport predicts it will handle 1.2 
million passengers in 2018, which would represent 
growth of 180%. The capacity growth figure of just under 
160% is consistent with this forecast assuming a modest 
improvement in load factor on flights. 

Non-EU airports (again shown in red) now dominate, 
accounting for 10 of the 15 fastest-growing airports in 
the top 300. Russia has four airports, Turkey three, 
Ukraine two and Kosovo one. Passenger figures are 
available for all of the top 15 airports apart from the 
three non-Moscow Russian airports. This reveals some 
discrepancies. The second-fastest growing airport is now 
Samsun in Turkey (+55.8%) ahead of Kiev IEV (+53.7%), 
though the former’s figure is somewhat artificial as the 
airport was shut for some of 2017. Alanya-Gazipasa 
(+49.4%) and Lviv (+46.2%) both show faster passenger 
growth than scheduled capacity growth. 

Fastest-growing EU airport is? 

The fastest-growing EU airports (in the top 300) by 
percentage increase in scheduled seats are Aarhus in 
Denmark (+46%), London SEN in the UK (+45%) and 
Kefalonia in Greece. However, the latest passenger 
figures for each airport show that London SEN (+36%) is 
actually growing faster than Aarhus (+31%) and 
Kefalonia (+21%).  

However, looking a little further down the capacity 
growth rankings we find some other EU airports that 
have seen passenger growth of more than 30% in the 
first 10 or 11 months of 2018. These include Sibiu in 
Romania (+31.0%), Vilnius (+33.3%, helped by a runway 
closure in 2017) and Poznan (+39.6%). The Polish airport, 
featured in issue 2 of The ANKER Report, has seen 
Ryanair significantly expand its base at the airport. 

Outside of the top 300 European airports are some even 
faster growing EU airports. Vitoria in Spain (+84%), 
Maastricht in the Netherlands (+64%) and Caen in France 
(+49%) have all recorded impressive year-on-year 
growth in 2018.  

Sign of things to come in the UK? 

Among the 10 airports with the biggest decrease in seat 
capacity in 2018, four are in the UK (Aberdeen, 
Birmingham, Glasgow and Southampton) and three are 

in Germany (Düsseldorf, Frankfurt HHN and Hamburg). 
Ironically maybe, the ‘winner’ of this category is another 
Moscow airport, Domodedovo, which has seen a drop of 
over one million departing seats in 2018, mostly due to 
the collapse of VIM Airlines in late 2017. Passenger 
numbers are indeed down 3.5%, though this is less than 
the 6.5% fall in scheduled seats. 

Russia tops European country rankings 

Repeating this analysis but now looking at a country 
level, Russia (the European part) has also seen the 
biggest volume increase in scheduled seats, though, as 
explained earlier, this may be slightly overstated. Spain is 
in a clear second place ahead of Italy and Turkey. 

With growth of just 1.3%, the only country with less 
growth than the UK is Gibraltar, where capacity is down 
25%, as a result of UK carrier Monarch Airlines’s collapse 
last year. With recent Brexit-related exchange rate 
developments making it currently more expensive to 
travel abroad, UK airports will be hoping for a big surge 
in inbound tourism next year, where the exchange rate 
changes will be beneficial. However, the UK looks likely 
to remain the leading European country for air travel, 
still significantly bigger than nearest rivals Germany and 
Spain, though both look set to close the gap further on 
the UK in 2019. 

http://www.flightglobal.com/srsanalyser

