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European capacity up only 3% in 2019
Q2; Wizz Air and Vienna see big gains
Being almost half way through the five month winter season of
W18/19 (basically November to March), the all-important
summer season will soon be upon us. This is when most airlines
plan to make significant profits to compensate for the losses
they (usually) have to cope with during the winter months, due
to the seasonality of demand to, from and within Europe.
The vast majority of an airline’s planned operations for S19
(April to October) should be confirmed by now, but there are
still likely to be some additional changes for the peak summer
period. This analysis looks at FlightGlobal schedules data across
Europe for the second quarter of 2019 (April to June) and
compares it with the same period in 2018.
Based on schedule data as of 5 January, seat capacity is
currently set to grow by a modest 3.0% while aircraft
movements are up just under 2%. For comparison, in the first
quarter of 2019 seat capacity is up 5.8% while movements are
up 4.0%. This suggests that either not all the planned capacity
for S19 has yet been made available, or that growth in 2019 Q2
will be significantly below the 5.8% achieved in 2018 Q2. It is
worth remembering that since 2018 Q2 we have seen a number
of airlines disappear from the European market including
Cobalt, NextJet, Primera Air, SkyWork and VLM.

leisure network from a variety of airports in England, Scotland
and Northern Ireland. At present, the biggest capacity increases
are planned at Birmingham, London STN and Manchester, with
Antalya and Tenerife TFS leading the race for the fastest growth
among the destination airports. Volotea, which like Jet2.com
operates a highly seasonal network, is registering the biggest
capacity increases at Athens, Nantes, Naples, Santorini and
Strasbourg.
For Qatar Airways, which recently launched Gothenburg as its
latest European destination, the European airports with the
biggest capacity increases in Q2 are Kiev KBP, Madrid, London
LGW, Barcelona and Istanbul.
Alitalia, Flybe and Norwegian anticipating capacity cuts?
Of the nine airlines currently showing capacity reductions in
Q2, three are airlines that have regularly been in the news
regarding their future; Alitalia, Flybe and Norwegian. The
appearance of Emirates can be explained by the airline having
to cut capacity across its network in 2019 Q2 due to runway
works in Dubai. Eurowings, after rapid growth in the last couple
of years would appear to be taking stock and maybe focusing
on the reliability of its operations, which have received
significant criticism during 2018 in the German media.

Welcome

Welcome to 2019 which promises to be
another eventful year for European
aviation, dominated at least initially by
the uncertainty over the UK’s plans for
Brexit. We take a detailed look at 2019
Q2, where capacity growth at present
is significantly lower than last year.
We look at the development of
Alitalia’s Rome network, Vueling in
Paris plus a detailed profile of
Gothenburg. Kristiansand, Pau and
Samsun Carsamba are also examined
as well as the latest trends in France,
Sweden and the Baltic nations. Plus
analysis of over 50 new European route
launches during the last three weeks.

31 of top 40 airlines currently showing capacity growth

Analysis of Europe’s top 40 airlines (based on departing seat
capacity from European airports) in 2019 Q2 reveals that 31 of
them are currently reporting planned capacity growth. Of the
top 40 airlines, 15 are either LCCs or leisure airlines (shown in
red), 19 can be considered flag carriers (shown in blue), two are
Ralph Anker carriers from outside of Europe (shown in green), leaving just
ralph@anker-report.com four other airlines – Air Europa, Flybe, HOP! and S7 Airlines.
Among Europe’s top 10 airlines, Wizz Air is by far the fastestgrowing with capacity up over 20% in Q2. It has increased its
seats the most at Vienna, London LTN, Kiev IEV, Krakow (a new
base opening in May) and Dortmund. The next best is easyJet
with 8% growth. The LCC’s growth is driven by its German
expansion, notably at Berlin TXL, though Basel (+17%), Nice
(+13%) and Paris CDG (+11%) are all seeing an increase of at
least 80,000 departing seats in Q2.
Other fast-growing airlines in Europe in Q2 include Jet2.com,
Volotea and Qatar Airways. Jet2.com continues to expand its
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SAS’s modest cuts may well be a response to the impact on
demand of the aviation tax introduced in Sweden last April,
which has resulted in traffic declines in the Swedish market.
Pegasus cuts Ankara operations
Pegasus Airlines’s 9% cut in scheduled capacity is driven by the
carrier’s 35% cut in flights from Ankara as capacity from its
main base at Istanbul SAW is currently down just 2%. The cuts
from the Turkish capital come after the airline expanded rapidly
there in S17, doubling its route network. This winter already
saw the start of capacity cuts in Ankara and the airline’s most
recent passenger statistics for November 2018 show passenger
numbers across the whole network are down almost 4%.
Several ‘new’ airlines in 2019 Q2
Analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for the two periods
reveals a number of new airlines operating in 2019 Q2 that did
not operate in 2018 Q2, although some of these are not really
new airlines. Wizz Air (IATA code
W6) is now also operating flights continues on page 10
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Alitalia losing market share at Rome FCO but still serving almost 100
destinations non-stop; Washington to becomes sixth US route in S19
The Italian flag-carrier remains the leading airline at
Italy’s busiest airport, Rome FCO. However, analysis of
FlightGlobal schedules data shows that its share of
annual scheduled seat capacity at the airport has fallen
from just under 50% in 2004 to just over 40%. During
that period Vueling, Ryanair and easyJet have all started
operations at the airport and are now the second, third
and fourth biggest carriers serving Fiumicino.
Capacity stable since 2013
While the airline has apparently lurched from one crisis
to another, with its future forever in doubt, scheduled
seat capacity at Rome FCO has been virtually flat for the
last six years. Capacity was up slightly in 2015, 2016 and
2018 but down slightly in 2013, 2014 and 2017.
Plenty of route churn despite little overall growth
Between the beginning of 2005 and the end of 2007 just
two new routes were launched from Rome FCO, to Milan
BGY and St. Petersburg. The Bergamo route was last
flown in January 2012 but will return (temporarily) from
late July 2019 when Milan LIN flights are diverted there
due to runway works at Linate.
In 2008 many new routes were launched (or resumed)
including three US routes and Sao Paulo GRU. At least
one new route has been added each year since then
with Washington IAD the major new destination in S19.
Conversely, since 2013, at least three non-stop routes
have been dropped each year, with Beijing, London LCY
and Tehran being dropped during 2018.
In total Alitalia has served 95 destinations non-stop from
Rome FCO during 2018. The leading routes for flights
were Milan LIN, Catania, Cagliari, Palermo and Turin.
New York JFK is leading route in S18 for ASKs
While Alitalia may not be considered a major player in
the transatlantic market, the carrier does offer non-stop
service from Rome FCO to five destinations in the US
(shown in red on the graph). With 3-daily flights to New
York JFK during the summer, the route is by far the
airline’s biggest as measured by ASKs (Available Seat
Kilometres). Direct competition comes from American
Airlines and fellow SkyTeam member Delta Air Lines,
while Norwegian and United Airlines both operate
service to Newark. Apart from JFK, four other US
destinations are served, all of which make the top 15;
Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles and Miami.
Five of the top eight routes from FCO are to non-US
destinations in the Americas (shown in blue) with routes
to Argentina, Brazil (two), Chile and Mexico all featuring
prominently. The leading Asian routes (shown in green)
are to Tokyo NRT, followed by Delhi and Seoul, while Tel
Aviv in Israel (served 4-daily) is the other top 15 route
based on weekly ASKs in August 2018.

Alitalia’s route development from Rome FCO 2005-2019
Year

Non-stop destinations added

Non-stop destinations no longer served

2005

Milan BGY

Belgrade, Osaka, Rimini

2006

-

Budapest, Crotone, Düsseldorf, Sao Paulo, Stuttgart, Zurich

2007

St. Petersburg

Cagliari, Dublin, Stockholm ARN

2008

Beirut, Belgrade, Budapest, Cagliari, Chicago, Damascus, Dubai, Kiev KBP, Lagos, Los Angeles,
Miami, Osaka, Parma, Sao Paulo, Tehran IKA, Zurich

Copenhagen

2009

Crotone

Berlin TXL, Dubai, Lisbon, Los Angeles, Malaga, Parma, Vienna, Zurich

2010

Amman, Los Angeles, Malaga, Salerno, Vienna

Prague

2011

Ankara, Beijing, Ibiza, Palma de Mallorca, Rio de Janeiro, Toulouse

-

2012

Abu Dhabi, Rhodes, Tbilisi, Trapani, Yerevan, Zurich

Damascus, Salerno

2013

Antalya, Bilbao, Copenhagen, Djerba, Ekaterinburg, Fortaleza, Krakow, London LCY,
Montpellier, Oran, Podgorica, Prague

Ankara, Milan BGY, New York EWR

2014

Alghero, Berlin TXL, Comiso, Düsseldorf, Heraklion, Marrakech, Marseille, Menorca, Mykonos,
Skopje

Antalya, Beijing, Djerba, Fortaleza

2015

Perugia, Pescara, Seoul

Comiso, Kiev KBP, Thessaloniki, Tripoli, Yerevan

2016

Beijing, Havana, Larnaka, Mexico City, Santiago SCL, Santorini, Tenerife TFN, Thessaloniki

Caracas, Lagos, Marrakech, Osaka, Tbilisi, Trapani, Vienna

2017

Delhi, Dubrovnik, Kiev IEV, Male, Split, Trapani

Bilbao, Istanbul IST, Krakow, Montpellier, Perugia, Pescara, Skopje

2018

Corfu, Johannesburg, Mauritius

Alghero, Ancona, Bucharest

2019

Washington

Beijing, London LCY, Oran*, Rhodes*, Tehran IKA, Thessaloniki*

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for January 2004 to October 2019. *Seasonal routes that may still operate but not yet scheduled.
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France: All of France’s top 15 airports reported
passenger growth in November with Nantes, Bordeaux
and Paris BVA achieving double-digit growth. While Air
France capacity was stable, most of the other leading
airlines in France increased capacity, with four carriers
increasing seats by more than 20%.
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Sweden: The introduction of the aviation tax in April
continues to have the desired impact of reducing
demand for air travel with passenger numbers down 2%
across Swedish airports in November. However, the
country’s three leading airlines have all added capacity
compared with last November.
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Baltics: Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania all achieved double
-digit passenger growth in November with Kaunas
reporting growth of almost 24%. Among airlines,
airBaltic and Ryanair both grew strongly though Wizz Air,
Nordica (with flights operated by LOT) and SAS all saw
modest declines while Norwegian grew rapidly.

3

Gothenburg is latest European airport to welcome Qatar Airways;
Aeroflot and easyJet also new in 2018; Ryanair adding routes in S19
Gothenburg is Sweden’s second biggest city, located on
the country’s west coast and closer to Oslo in Norway
(290 kilometres) than to Stockholm (380 kilometres).
Volvo was founded in Gothenburg in 1927 and the pop
band Ace Of Base (globally successful during the 1990s)
hail from the city as well.
Gothenburg Landvetter Airport (GOT), opened in 1977, is
located around 30 kilometres from the city centre and is
now the city’s only commercial airport. Until the end of
2014 there were also commercial flights (notably from
Ryanair) to Gothenburg Säve Airport (GSE), which was
also known as Gothenburg City Airport and just 15
kilometres from the city centre.
International traffic drives passenger growth
While domestic traffic from Gothenburg has grown little
during the last decade, international traffic has almost
doubled since 2006, with an extra 900,000 passengers
coming in 2015 from the transfer of low-cost flights
(Ryanair and Wizz Air) to the airport from Säve.
Domestic services are focussed on Stockholm with
Norwegian and SAS serving Stockholm ARN and
Braathens Regional Aviation offering multiple daily
flights to Stockholm BMA, which is much closer to
downtown Stockholm.
There are no regular flights to Sweden’s third biggest city
of Malmö which is 250 kilometres away to the southeast. Trains between the two cities take between 150
and 180 minutes.
Taxation hits growth in 2018
After steady growth since 2012, this year has seen
demand increase by less than 1% in the first 11 months
of the year. This can most likely be attributed to the
introduction of an aviation travel tax in April, which
apparently has the support of more than half of the
population. As a result, there has been virtually no
growth at Gothenburg since April.
Three new major carriers arrive in 2018
Despite the relative lack of growth, the airport has
attracted three major airlines in 2018. easyJet returned
to the airport for the first time since early 2012 when it
began service from Berlin TXL in August, a route
previously operated by airberlin. Previously the carrier
had served Gothenburg from London and Manchester as
well as Berlin.
Aeroflot also resumed service to Gothenburg at the start
of the W18/19 season with daily flights from Moscow
SVO. However, the biggest achievement was probably
luring Qatar Airways to the airport. The Doha-based
carrier began 5-weekly flights on 12 December and is the
first of the major Gulf carriers to serve Gothenburg.
Apart from SAS (and Aeroflot) many other European flag
-carriers serve Gothenburg from their home hubs
including Air France, airBaltic, Austrian Airlines, British
Airways, Brussels Airlines, Czech Airlines, Finnair,
Icelandair, KLM, LOT Polish Airlines, Lufthansa, SWISS
and Turkish Airlines.
LCCs adding more new routes in 2018 and 2019
Norwegian is the leading LCC/leisure airline at the
airport (shown in red on the graph) followed by Ryanair,
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Wizz Air and TUI Group. All four of these carriers have
increased capacity in 2018 while overall capacity has
remained virtually flat.

S19, SAS will introduce service to Faro, Laudamotion will
operate flights from Stuttgart and SunExpress will serve
Antalya from May.

Other new routes launched in 2018 include Wizz Air to
Bucharest and Wroclaw, Ryanair to Malta and
Norwegian to Prague, while this winter has seen SAS join
easyJet in serving the Berlin market. Looking ahead to

Ryanair will increase its network from 13 to 17 routes at
the start of S19 with the addition of new routes to
Barcelona (competing with Norwegian and Vueling),
Dublin, Manchester and Prague (versus Czech Airlines).
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Paris is Vueling’s second biggest city for flights after Barcelona; has
presence at both CDG and Orly; four new CDG routes starting in S19
Outside of Spain, Vueling’s busiest airports for flights in
2018 were Rome FCO, Paris ORY, Amsterdam, London
LGW, Paris CDG and Milan MXP. However, in terms of
cities Paris ranks ahead of Rome when the operations
from Orly and CDG are combined.
Vueling has been operating from Paris since it launched
flights from Barcelona to Paris CDG in July 2004. The
busiest airport in France became a designated base in
May 2007, while Paris ORY became a base in July 2009
with the introduction of four routes to Barcelona, Ibiza,
Malaga and Rome FCO.
The launch of the Orly base did not result in an increase
in Vueling’s capacity in Paris as its capacity at CDG was
more than halved in 2009. As operations were ramped
up at Orly, capacity at CDG continued to be cut reaching
a low in 2013 when the only routes still being operated
from CDG were to Madrid and Santiago de Compostela.
CDG network ramped up again after 2013
While Vueling’s capacity at Orly continued to grow
modestly from 2012 to 2018, CDG capacity increased
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rapidly in 2014, 2015 and 2016. Barcelona flights
resumed in 2014 and were joined by Asturias service in
April 2014. In 2015 service to Seville was restored but it
was 2016 when the major network expansion took place
with the addition (or in some cases resumption) of
services to Bari, Copenhagen, Fuerteventura, London
LGW, Naples, Prague, Santander, Tangier, Venice VCE,
and Vienna.
The following year saw the addition of Bilbao, Granada
and Malaga to Vueling’s Paris CDG network, while Bari
and Santander services did not return. In 2018 services
to Ibiza and Rome FCO were re-started while Gran
Canaria service began at the beginning of the W18/19
season. However, flights to Copenhagen, Naples and
Tangier, which were offered in 2017, were withdrawn for
2018. Looking ahead to 2019 there will be new routes
from CDG to Menorca, Palma de Mallorca and Porto
while Copenhagen service will be resumed.
Orly network continues to evolve
Vueling’s Orly network has also seen plenty of changes in
recent years. Casablanca, Gran Canaria and Porto
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became new routes in 2013 while Vienna and Zurich
were dropped. In 2014 there were new routes to
Bologna, Catania, Fuerteventura, Menorca, Palermo and
Rabat while no routes were discarded.
For 2015 Lanzarote, Milan MXP, Tangier and Tenerife
TFN were added while Asturias, Casablanca and Rabat
services were not present in the airline’s network.
Edinburgh and Tenerife TFS were the new routes for
2016 while Bari, Seville and Tangier routes were
dropped, the first and last of these being re-allocated to
Vueling’s CDG base.
In 2017 Birmingham and Copenhagen were launched
from Orly while Bologna, Palermo and Tenerife TFN
routes were dropped and Fuerteventura service was
transferred to CDG.
Finally, in 2018, there were no new Vueling routes from
Orly, but Birmingham and Catania services were axed
leaving Vueling with 17 routes from Orly. From CDG the
airline’s network now comprises 16 routes. A handful of
destinations are served from both CDG and Orly,
including Barcelona, Malaga and Rome FCO.

5

Kristiansand has international links to Amsterdam and Copenhagen
Of Norway’s 5.3 million inhabitants, just under 100,000 live in
the municipality of Kristiansand, located on the southern tip
of the country. Kristiansand Airport at Kjevik is located around
10 kilometres north-east of the city and has been handling
around one million passengers per annum since 2012.
Domestic traffic accounts for 70% of the airport’s passenger
movements. The 280-kilometre route to Oslo OSL is served
with multiple daily flights by both Norwegian and SAS, while
Widerøe offers regular service to Bergen, Stavanger and
Trondheim.
International traffic accounts for 30% of the total in recent
years. The main two international routes are KLM’s 2-daily
service to Amsterdam and Widerøe’s multiple daily flights to
Copenhagen. The Norwegian carrier also launched 4-weekly
service to London STN on 13 August using its Q400s.
While easyJet, Eurowings, Ryanair and Vueling do not serve
Kristiansand, Wizz Air has been operating a 2-weekly, yearround service to Gdansk since May 2013. Charter carriers also
offer seasonal service to various Mediterranean destinations.
For a few months in 2013 Kristiansand had its own local
airline, FlyNonstop (IATA code J7). This was a virtual airline
that used an E190 operated by Denim Air. Formed by one of
the brothers that ran the local ice-cream company, the
airline’s main routes were London LCY, Berlin SXF, Parma in
Italy, Paris CDG and Nice. Operations ceased at the end of
October 2013.

Pau dominated by Paris traffic; Marrakech is only international route
Serving the south-west French city of Pau (famous among
motor sport enthusiasts for its annual historic and
contemporary motor race weekends around the city’s
streets), Aéroport Pau Pyrénées has seen demand stagnate in
recent years at around 600,000 annual passengers, almost all
flying on domestic sectors. Air France is the dominant carrier
transporting over 90% of passengers, mostly on routes to
Paris ORY (295,000 so far in 2018) and Paris CDG (144,000)
with a further 71,000 on flights to Lyon. Bordeaux and
Toulouse are both only around 150 kilometres from Pau.
Chalair (Nantes), Twinjet (Marseille) and Volotea (Nice) also
offered domestic flights from Pau this year. However, each of
these services welcomes fewer than 10,000 annual
passengers according to the airport’s statistical report.
Somewhat curiously, from the beginning of February easyJet
will start service from Paris CDG to Pau, but only until 3 March
according to the airline’s on-line booking tool.
The only international route at present is with Air Arabia
Maroc to Marrakech (launched in April 2016) which has
attracted 17,000 passengers in the first 11 months of 2018.
The airport’s peak for international services was 2008 when
Ryanair served Pau from Bristol, Brussels CRL and London STN
while Transavia flew from Amsterdam. Between 2011 and
2013 Air France operated international flights to Amsterdam,
Dublin and London LCY.

Samsun Carsamba sees growth in German market in 2018
Located between the city of Samsun and the town of
Carsamba on the north coast of Turkey bordering the Black
Sea, Samsun Carsamba Airport saw traffic treble from 600,000
passengers in 2008 to almost 1.8 million in 2016. However, in
2017 the airport was shut for three months from early August
for renovations to the runway.
Domestic traffic dominates at the airport accounting for well
over 90% of passenger movements since 2010. Over 70% of
scheduled seat capacity in 2018 is on just two routes to the
main airports of Istanbul. Over 40% of capacity is on the
Istanbul SAW route on which Turkish Airlines competes with
Pegasus Airlines. On the route to Istanbul IST, Turkish Airlines
is more dominant competing only with Onur Air.
Ankara (10% of capacity and served by Turkish Airlines) and
Izmir (9% and served by Pegasus and SunExpress) are the next
busiest routes.
International routes are currently focussed on Germany with
flights to several German airports operated primarily during
the peak summer season. Lasy year looks set to be a record
year for this segment with over 100,000 international
passengers already handled by the end of November.
Turkish Airlines accounts for 55% of scheduled seats in 2018
followed by Pegasus Airlines (30%) and SunExpress plus
SunExpress Deutschland combined with 10% and Onur Air
with 4%.
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Latest European route news
Launched routes
Air Algérie became the latest airline to serve Brussels
CRL when it began 2-weekly (Tuesdays and Sundays)
flights from Algiers on 18 December. The 1,530kilometre route will be flown by the airline’s 737-600s
with direct competition coming from TUI fly Belgium’s 2weekly service. Air Algerie also serves Brussels BRU from
Algiers with 3-weekly flights. This winter the African flagcarrier will serve 26 destinations in Europe from the
Algerian capital, of which only Brussels CRL is new for
this winter. Of the airline’s 175 weekly departures to
European airports over one-third are to Paris’s two main
airports, CDG (35-weekly) and Orly (25-weekly). The
leading non-French destination in Europe for the carrier
is Istanbul IST which is served 12-weekly.

Belavia began 4-weekly flights on 17 December between
Minsk and Voronezh in Russia. The 820-kilometre route
is not served by any other carrier and will be flown using
the airline’s CRJ 100s and CRJ 200s. Flights depart Minsk
at 23:05 arriving in Russia at 00:30 with the return flight
departing Voronezh at 05:35 and arriving back in Belarus
at 07:05. Voronezh becomes the tenth airport in Russia
to be served by Belavia. Voronezh lies around 460
kilometres south of Moscow and has a population of just
over one million people. The airport handled just over
600,000 passengers in 2017 ranking it just inside the top
40 of Russian airports by passenger volume. Impressive
growth in 2018 saw the airport welcome its 700,000th
passenger this year on 23 November. Voronezh is home
to the Voronezh Aircraft Production Association which
manufactured Russia’s supersonic airliner the Tupolev
TU-144. Anyone who wants to see one and how it
compares with the European Concorde should visit the
Auto & Technikmuseum Sinsheim in Germany, where
examples of both aircraft types are on display.

Blue Air chose 16 December as the launch date for its
latest new route from its base in Turin. That day saw the
introduction of 3-weekly flights to Krakow using the
airline’s 737s. The Romanian carrier has increased its
capacity in Turin by around 25% this winter and now
accounts for 19% of scheduled seat capacity, the same
as Ryanair. This new 1,060-kilometre route to Poland
faces no competition. Other new routes launched by
Blue Air at Turin this winter are Stuttgart and Venice
VCE, though the Italian route only appears to have

operated for one month until the end of November,
while routes to Madrid and Trapani that operated in S18
were not continued into W18/19.
British Airways resumed service between London LGW
and Lyon on 15 December with 2-weekly flights using its
A320 fleet. The two airports were last connected by the
UK flag-carrier in W07/08. British Airways already serves
Lyon 16-weekly from London LHR this winter (19-weekly
in W17/18). Competition on the new Gatwick route
comes from easyJet (13-weekly) and TUI Airways (which
launched a weekly service on 23 December).
China Southern Airlines became the first Chinese carrier
to resume flights between China and Turkey when it
began 3-weekly service between Beijing and Istanbul IST
on 20 December. The carrier last served the Turkish
market in 2016. Chinese carriers suspended services to
Turkey in June 2016, allegedly due to security concerns
after the terrorist attack at Istanbul IST on 28 June 2016
killed over 40 people and injured over 200. However,
since then Turkish Airlines has continued to offer direct
flights to China and currently flies daily from Istanbul IST
to Beijing, Guangzhou and Shanghai PVG.
easyJet launched two new international routes last
month. On Sunday 16 December the LCC began 2-weekly
flights from London SEN to Sofia, and from London STN
to Lyon. easyJet serves the Bulgarian capital from five
airports, all in the UK. This new Southend service
appears to replace the airline’s service from nearby
Stansted which operated seasonally in recent years
having been launched in February 2013. This winter
easyJet will serve 14 destinations from Southend having
also added Budapest and Prague since last winter while
flights to Murcia RMU begin in mid-January. The new
service between Stansted and Lyon is technically a
resumption as easyJet last served the route in S14.
easyJet inherited the route when it took over Go which
had launched the route from Stansted in December
1999. Curiously, this new Lyon service appears to
replace the airline’s service from nearby Southend which
operated for the last three winters.
Ethiopian Airlines resumed service to Russia on 17

December after a gap of 27 years. The airline’s 787-8s
will connect Addis Ababa and Moscow DME 3-weekly
with non-stop flights. Originally the Star Alliance carrier
had planned to operate the route via Istanbul IST. The
5,150-kilometre route is not served by any other carrier.
Ethiopian Airlines has increased its capacity to Europe
by over 25% this winter according to analysis of
FlightGlobal schedules data. Since last winter the airline
has launched new services to Barcelona (summer only),
Geneva and Manchester, though these are all served via
other airports. The launch of non-stop flights to Istanbul
is now scheduled to commence in March 2019.
Hainan Airlines launched not one but two new routes to
Paris CDG in December. On 19 December it began 2weekly service from Chongqing using A330s and
followed this two days later with 2-weekly flights from
Shenzhen using 787-9s. Neither route faces direct
competition. Hainan Airlines already serves the French
capital non-stop from Xi’an. The Chinese carrier has
increased its European capacity this winter by just over
50% according to analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data.
It added new routes from Shenzhen to Brussels and
Madrid in March, connected Changsha with London
LHR, started serving Dublin and Edinburgh from Beijing
in June, and added Zurich and Vienna flights from
Shenzhen in August and October respectively. This
winter capacity between China and Europe is up around
11% with Hainan Airlines now the fifth biggest airline in
the market with 7% of scheduled seat capacity. From
Paris CDG a total of 11 Chinese destinations can now be
reached non-stop this winter compared with seven in
W17/18.
Jet2.com has added two new routes from its London
STN base with the introduction of services to Lleida in
Spain and Turin in Italy. Both routes will be operated
weekly, Turin on a Saturday and Lleida on a Sunday.
Located around 140 kilometres west of Barcelona, Lleida
is the nearest international airport to Andorra. Opened
in January 2010 the airport is not operated by Aena. In
winter the airport welcomes charter flights from London
LGW and Manchester operated by Thomas Cook
Airlines on behalf of Neilson, a specialist tour operator
for ski holidays. Flybe operates weekly ski charters on
Sundays from Birmingham and Bristol.
LOT Polish Airlines on 29 December began weekly
(Saturday) service from Warsaw WAW to Turin using its
737 MAX 8 fleet. The 1,250-kilometre route will operate
until 23 March. It is already flown by Travel Service (2weekly) and Wizz Air (weekly). This appears to be LOT’s
only winter seasonal route and its third route to Italy as
it already operates year-round service to Milan MXP and
Venice VCE (but not Rome FCO).
Pegasus Airlines began two new international routes
during the last three weeks. On 16 December the carrier
began 4-weekly flights from its main base at Istanbul
SAW to Rotterdam. The 2,260-kilometre route will be
flown on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays
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Latest European route news
using its fleet of over 30 A320s. This followed the launch
on 13 December of daily flights from Istanbul SAW to
Sharjah in the UAE using some of the airline’s 737-800s,
of which it still has almost 50. Another new route
launched on 17 December, and is a 2-weekly service
from Ankara to Paris CDG. This new route connecting
the capitals of Turkey and France will be flown with the
737-800 fleet and faces direct competition from Turkish
Airlines, which also serves the market in winter with 2weekly flights.
Pobeda added two more routes from its Moscow VKO
base with the launch of new routes to Eindhoven (4weekly from 21 December) and Salzburg (weekly from
22 December). Neither route faces direct competition
though S7 Airlines (8-weekly) and Ural Airlines (weekly)
both connect Salzburg with Moscow DME. Pobeda is
one of Europe’s fastest-growing airlines with capacity in
W18/19 up 50% compared with W17/18, and serving 47
destinations non-stop from its Vnukovo base.
Ryanair now serves Dole in France with a weekly
(Saturday) service from London STN. Launched on 22
December the route is aimed at the ski market. The
route was previously served by Ryanair in S13 with 2weekly flights. Ryanair has been serving the French
airport from Porto since April 2012, from Marrakech
since April 2013 and from Fez since November 2014. The
airport, in the Jura region of eastern France, handled
107,000 passengers in 2017 and is expected to handle
the same number in 2018. Ryanair’s other new route
launched the same day between Bristol and Sofia. This
2,190-kilometre route will also be served only weekly
and faces direct competition from easyJet’s 2-weekly
service which began on 8 December.

Cruises which operates a number of itineraries that pass
through the Malaysian port. TUI Airways also launched a
number of new ski routes operated on behalf of its
partner Crystal Ski Holidays. There are weekly flights
from Dublin to Salzburg and Toulouse, London LGW to
Lyon and London LTN to Chambery. The Dublin routes
are already served by a mix of Aer Lingus and Ryanair
while British Airways (2-weekly) and easyJet (13-weekly)
already connect London LGW to Lyon.
Ural Airlines began not one but two new routes from
Moscow ZIA over the Christmas period. On 24 December
the carrier began service on the 3,080-kilometre route to
Almaty in Kazakhstan. Initially the route will operate
daily but then be performed 5-weekly from mid-January.
This was followed on 26 December by a new 4-weekly
service to Prague. Neither route faces direct
competition. However, Aeroflot and Air Astana both
already connect Moscow SVO with the former
Kazakhstani capital, while Aeroflot, Czech Airlines and
SmartWings all operate between Moscow SVO and
Prague. Ural Airlines is the biggest carrier at Moscow’s
newest commercial airport accounting for around 60% of
scheduled seat capacity spread across over a dozen
routes.

SWISS began a short season of charter flights from
Geneva to Kittila in Finland on Saturday 15 December.
There will be just 11 return flights in all, bookable
through Kontiki Travel. The airline’s A220-300s
(previously known as Bombardier CS300s) will be used
on the 2,620-kilometre route.

TUI Airways launched a number of seasonal routes from
various UK airports and Dublin during the last three
weeks. Notably, the leisure airline began fortnightly
service from Birmingham, London LGW and Manchester
to Langkawi in Malaysia and Utapao in Thailand using its
787-8s. The Langkawi route is in co-operation with TUI
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Wizz Air also expanded its presence from its base at
Debrecen in Hungary with the addition of four new
destinations. In mid-December the ULCC added 2-weekly
flights to Barcelona, Basel and Doncaster Sheffield, and
3-weekly service to Dortmund. It also transferred its 2weekly Milan route from Bergamo to Malpensa. This
brings to 10 the number of Wizz Air routes from
Debrecen with three more (Larnaka, Malta and Palma
de Mallorca) set to commence in S19. Wizz Air accounts
for over 90% of scheduled seat capacity at Debrecen this
winter with the only other scheduled service being
operated by Lufthansa, a 5-weekly connection to
Munich flown using Lufthansa CityLine’s CRJ 900s.

Apart from launching new routes from Chisinau and
Debrecen Wizz Air also added five other routes across its
network in mid-December. It launched 2-weekly service
between Cluj-Napoca and Birmingham (16 December),
Craiova and Brussels CRL (15 December), London LTN
and Grenoble (15 December), and London LTN and
Verona (also 15 December). It also launched a 3-weekly
service from Pristina to Dortmund. Wizz Air now serves
Pristina from a total of five airports, the others being
Basel, Budapest, London LTN and Memmingen. The only
competition on any of these routes comes from easyJet,
which also connects London LTN and Grenoble with 2weekly flights.

S7 Airlines chose 24 December as the launch date for a
new 3-weekly service between St. Petersburg and Sochi/
Adler. The 1,930-kilometre route will be operated by the
oneworld carrier’s A319s. Frequency will increase to
daily from the beginning of S19. Competition comes
from Aeroflot which already serves the route with 2daily flights, while Red Wings Airlines (5-weekly) offers
another option according to FlightGlobal schedules data.

Transavia launched a weekly (Saturday) service from
Paris ORY to Tenerife TFS on 22 December. The 2,810kilometre route is also served by Vueling with a weekly
service. There is also indirect competition from easyJet
(2-weekly) and TUI fly Belgium (weekly) which connect
Paris CDG and Tenerife TFS, while Ryanair offers a
further alternative to passengers with a 2-weekly
connection from Paris BVA to Tenerife TFS. The low-cost
subsidiary of Air France has increased seat capacity by
around 12% from Paris ORY this winter compared with
W17/18, though apart from Tenerife TFS the only new
route is to Rabat in Morocco, which was launched last
April. Coincidentally the carrier now accounts for 12% of
scheduled seat capacity at Orly, second only to Air
France’s 33%.

although Air Moldova serves Brussels BRU and FlyOne
serves Paris CDG. This winter Wizz Air accounts for 20%
of scheduled seat capacity at Chisinau, behind Air
Moldova (43%) but ahead of FlyOne (11%).

Volotea has increased its presence in the Canary Islands
with the addition of four new routes. On 22 December
the LCC launched weekly (Saturday) flights from
Bordeaux, Marseille and Toulouse to Lanzarote,
followed the next day by a weekly service from Marseille
to Fuerteventura. All four routes will operate until late
April and none faces direct competition. Volotea has
increased capacity by 35% this winter on routes to
airports in the Canary Islands which now number 15;
four from Bordeaux, Nantes and Toulouse, two from
Marseille and one from Asturias in Spain.
Wizz Air expanded its base from the Moldovan capital
Chisinau with the addition of four new routes during the
last three weeks. Having already launched service to
Paris BVA on 14 December (see Issue 30 of The ANKER
Report), it then added 2-weekly service to Brussels CRL
(16 December), Copenhagen (15 December), Dortmund
(16 December) and Memmingen (15 December). This
raises its route network from Chisinau to 13 destinations. None of the new routes face direct competition,
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WOW air launched a new route on 18 December
between Reykjavik KEF and Orlando using its A321s. The
carrier, which is currently undergoing some major
restructuring, will operate the route 3-weekly for most
of the period between now and the end of April
according to FlightGlobal schedules data. The 5,700kilometre route is already flown 6-weekly by Icelandair.
The airline recently revealed that it would be suspending
a number of US services and also reducing its
narrowbody fleet, while also focussing its London service
on Stansted, ending flights to Gatwick at the start of
S19. The airline recently launched its first ever flights to
Asia (Delhi in India on 6 December), but this route
appears to be being suspended fairly quickly, with 19
January the last date on which a flight can be booked on
the airline’s website.
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Europe to North Africa market sees record capacity in 2018 as Egypt
and Tunisia bounce back; Morocco surges ahead as leading country
According to The ANKER Report analysis of FlightGlobal
schedules data, 2018 was a record year for scheduled
seat capacity between Europe and North Africa with
over 23 million one-way seats (up 13% versus 2017),
beating the previous record of 21.6 million set in 2015.
Egypt and Tunisia both saw a significant downturn in
traffic in 2016 after terrorist incidents dented the leisure
market in those countries.
Over 30 tourists, mostly from the UK, were killed on 26
June 2015 at Sousse in Tunisia which had a devastating
impact on Tunisian tourism in 2016 and 2017. In Egypt,
the downing of a Russian airliner on 31 October 2015
flying from Sharm El-Sheikh to St. Petersburg resulted in
the deaths of all 224 passengers and crew. As can be
seen from the graph, scheduled capacity on routes to
Egypt from Europe fell by 35% in 2016 before growing
again in 2017 by 32% and then by 31% in 2018. However,
the seat capacity to Egypt in 2018 still falls slightly short
of the figure achieved in 2010.
UK tourists return to Tunisia in 2018
The Tunisian market finally saw growth again in 2018
with the return of tour operators from the UK. However,
the total of 3.8 million seats is still down on the 4.6
million seats on offer in 2015. There is likely to be
further recovery in the Tunisian market in 2019,
assuming no further incidents.
Morocco leads the way for growth
The Moroccan market has seen the fastest growth since
2004 thanks to the introduction in 2006 of an agreement
with the EU which removed all capacity restrictions
between Morocco and the EU. As a result scheduled seat
capacity increased by 85% in just three years between
2005 and 2008. After the market appeared to stagnate
between 2013 and 2016, scheduled capacity has
increased again by 24% in the last two years (see Issue
23 of The ANKER Report for more details).
The Algerian market, dominated by traffic from France,
has been the most stable of the five North African
markets since 2004 experiencing steady growth with
only a couple of minor downturns in 2007 and 2018.
France - Morocco market is #1
Looking at individual county pairs in 2018, FranceMorocco dominates ahead of France-Algeria. Six of the
top 10 country pairs involve Morocco (shown in red),
two include Algeria (shown in green) with one each for
Tunisia (blue) and Egypt (purple).
Egypt appears in four of the top 15 country pairs with
each of the markets showing double-digit growth
compared with 2017. Only two of the top 15 markets are
showing a capacity decline in 2018; France-Algeria
(down 5%) and Belgium-Morocco (down 3%). The fastest
-growing top 15 market is Italy-Egypt where capacity is
up 48% in 2018.
Royal Air Maroc just beats Air Algérie for top spot
Analysing the leading airlines confirms that four of the
top five carriers are the national airlines of Algeria,
Egypt, Morocco and Tunisia, with Royal Air Maroc just
edging out Air Algérie for the number one spot. The
Moroccan carrier has recently been named as the
newest member of the oneworld airline alliance and
should become a full member in 2020. EGYPTAIR has
been a Star Alliance member since July 2008
In third place, and growing fast thanks to its expansion in
Morocco in 2018, is Ryanair, the leading non-African
carrier in the rankings (shown in purple). The next
biggest non-African carriers in 2018 are Transavia
France, Turkish Airlines, TUI fly Belgium and Air France.
Two of Europe’s other major LCCs, easyJet and Vueling,
can be found in 13th and 14th. Aigle Azur, which is a
major player in the Algerian market, has been
diversifying its network during 2018, and has cut
capacity to North Africa by almost 20%.
Libya market collapses but has potential
After the military interventions in Libya, scheduled seat
capacity from Europe, which peaked in 2010 at just
under one million seats, has fallen to under 200,000
annual one-way seats. For the last three years the only
scheduled flights from Europe to Libya have operated
from Istanbul IST.
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under the IATA code of W9. These are all routes
involving London LTN where the airline established a UK
AOC to help deal with the potential fallout from Brexit.
Corendon Dutch Airlines is not a new carrier (it started
flying in 2011) but it only began providing schedule data
to FlightGlobal in mid-December 2018) and so appears
as a new airline. Similarly, Level’s operations at Paris
ORY, flown by OpenSkies, only began being reported in
November 2018. However, Level’s operations from
Vienna (which operate under the IATA code VK) only
began last July and so also appear as a genuine new
airline in 2019 Q2. Shenzhen Airlines, which launched
flights from Shenzhen to London LHR on 30 October is
another genuine new airline in Europe, as is Ukraine’s
new LCC SkyUp.
35 of top 40 airports expecting Q2 capacity growth
Looking at planned capacity growth across Europe’s
airports reveals that five of the top 40 airports are
currently showing a drop in scheduled seats. These are
Paris ORY (down just 0.1%), Stockholm ARN (down
1.7%), Athens (down 0.3%), Moscow DME (down 5.3%)
and Antalya (down 4.5%). Stockholm’s decline is further
evidence of the success of the Swedish government’s
plan to reduce air travel demand (for environmental
reasons) by introducing an aviation tax last April.
The small drop in capacity at Athens is primarily down to
a data issue involving the double-counting of some
codeshare services involving Blue Air and local carrier
Sky Express last summer, which have only recently been
resolved. However, the collapse of Cobalt and capacity
cuts by Ryanair have been compensated by further
growth from Aegean Airlines, its subsidiary Olympic Air
and Volotea. Overall, Athens’s actual Q2 seat capacity is
likely to be up around 5%.
Antalya’s figure may also be less of a guide to actual
passenger performance, as a significant proportion of its
summer capacity is flown by leisure airlines, some of
which do not report schedule data. Moscow DME’s 5%
reduction in capacity is driven by a drop in Ural Airlines’s
seats at the airport and the decision by both Azur Air and
Uzbekistan Airways to transfer their Moscow services
from Domodedovo to Vnukovo.
Vienna, Moscow SVO and Berlin TXL lead growth
Out of the top 40 airports, six are currently showing
double-digit capacity growth in 2019 Q2. Leading the
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way with an increase of over 17% in seats is Vienna,
where a battle among LCCs broke out last autumn.
Laudamotion, LEVEL and Wizz Air have all massively
increased their capacity at the airport since 2018 Q2,
though easyJet and Eurowings have actually cut their
capacity slightly. Whether all the carriers will be able to
sustain these operations profitably is questionable, given
the experience at other airports where such intense
competition has been seen.
Aeroflot continues to be the main driver of growth at
Moscow SVO though FlightGlobal schedules data also
shows significant growth for Nordwind Airlines.
However, the latter’s growth is mostly due to the fact
that the carrier only began providing schedule data to
FlightGlobal from May 2018.
At Berlin TXL the growth is driven by easyJet (as it was
still ramping up operations in 2018 Q2) and Ryanair,
which opens a base at the airport in April 2019 with 15
new routes. The Irish ULCC is basically taking over the
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operations of Laudamotion (in which it is a majority
shareholder) which were developed last summer.
Wizz Air and Ryanair are the main sources of capacity
growth at London LTN (where easyJet is barely growing),
while Air Italy is the airline driving the double-digit
growth at Milan MXP. In Düsseldorf, the airlines
increasing capacity the most compared with 2018 Q2 are
Laudamotion and Eurowings.
Among Europe’s top six hubs, Istanbul is currently
leading the way. Here, the gradual transition of services
from the existing airport to the new airport may
complicate matters. Frankfurt’s growth of just 1.6% is
the same as that of the airport’s main customer at the
airport, Lufthansa. Ryanair, now the third biggest carrier
at the airport, is currently reporting no growth in 2019
Q2. London LHR, still Europe’s busiest airport, is looking
at capacity growth of 2.4%. However, British Airways’s
capacity is virtually unchanged, with American Airlines,
Flybe and Air Canada adding the most seats.
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