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Although the start of the summer season is still a couple of 
months away, airlines should have the majority of their planned 
capacity for S19 on sale by now. As highlighted in the lead story 
of the last issue of The ANKER Report, Ryanair remains Europe’s 
leading airline as measured by seat departures from European 
airports. For the 12 months ending March 2019 the airline 
currently expects to have welcomed over 140 million 
passengers, an increase of 8% on the previous year. 

Given the dynamic nature of Ryanair’s network, which this 
summer will encompass 92 bases across Europe and North 
Africa, it is always revealing to see where the airport is growing 
and where it is cutting capacity and routes. This analysis is 
based on FlightGlobal schedules data as of 18 January 2019. 

S19 capacity set to grow by just over 5% 

At present Ryanair’s flights and seat capacity are set to grow by 
a relatively modest 5.1% in S19 compared with S18, though 
ASKs (Available Seat Kilometres) are set to rise by 6%, reflecting 
an increase in average sector length from 1,282 kilometres to 
1,293 kilometres.  

The airline is due to start taking delivery of its first five new 737 
MAX 200s this spring, with 42 deliveries planned between 
August 2019 and March 2020. These are likely to be configured 
with 197 seats instead of the current 189 seats on its 737-800s. 
This will increase the summer seat capacity a little further. 

Top four bases remain unchanged; Palma up to fifth 

Ryanair’s top four bases this summer are once again London 
STN, Dublin, Milan BGY and Barcelona. However, Palma de 
Mallorca has swopped places with Madrid to move from 
seventh in S18 to fifth in S19. Among the top 15 airports, three 
are currently showing a small reduction in capacity compared 
with S18 (Berlin SXF, Madrid and Rome FCO), while two more 
are showing virtually no change in capacity (London STN and 
Porto).  

Just two of the top 15 airports are registering double-digit 
growth; Palma de Mallorca (+20%) and Edinburgh (+13%). The 
Scottish airport has benefitted from the carrier’s decision to 
shift some of its capacity from Glasgow GLA to Edinburgh. Of 
the airline’s top 10 bases five are in Spain, two are in the UK 
with one each in Belgium, Ireland and Italy. The airline’s busiest 

base in Germany is Berlin SXF in 11th while the leading French 
airport is Paris BVA, which is not technically a base, but is 
Ryanair’s 24th biggest airport this summer. 

Four new bases in S19 

This summer will see Ryanair launch four new bases; two in 
France (Bordeaux and Marseille), one in Germany (Berlin TXL) 
and one in the UK (London SEN). The Berlin base is the airline’s 
second in the German capital.  

However, that base is really just using the slots used by 
Laudamotion, which launched its base at the airport on 1 June 
2018 and served 18 destinations last summer. Ryanair is serving 
19 destinations having replaced Bari, Fuerteventura, Girona, 
Gran Canaria, Lanzarote, Rijeka and Tenerife TFS with Alghero, 
Alicante, Kefalonia, Krakow, Lamezia Terme, Luxembourg, 
Naples and Pafos. 

The two French airports have both been served for many years 
by Ryanair. While Marseille will see seat capacity grow by 27%, 
capacity at Bordeaux will increase by 150%.  

The launch of flights from London SEN in early April will mean 
that Ryanair now flies from four of London’s six airports (the 
exceptions being Heathrow and London City). The Southend 
base will offer flights to 14 international destinations, four of 
which (Alicante, Faro, Malaga and Palma de Mallorca) are 
already served by easyJet from the airport.                               

Analysis of which airports will see the biggest net increase in 
summer seat capacity shows that all of these four new bases 
feature in the top 15. Within the top six are two other airports 
which were not served in S18 but are not bases. Murcia RMU 
opened on 15 January and all flights from Murcia MJV have 
been relocated to the new airport.  

Ryanair began service to Kiev KBP from 11 airports at the start 
of W18/19 though flights from Berlin SXF actually began in 
early September.  

Other airports set to welcome at least 150,000 additional 
departing seats in S19 compared with S18 include Dublin,  
Krakow, London LTN, Marrakech, Prague and Seville. Given that 
Wizz Air is opening a new base in Krakow this summer, growth 
is likely to be strong at the Polish 
airport in 2019. 

Ryanair in S19 adding 180 new routes 
dropping 150; 11 new airports in S19 

Issue 32                                                               Monday 21st January 2019                                     www.anker-report.com 

continues on page 10 

Welcome 

Ryanair may have issued a profit 
warning last week but it is still 
launching some 180 new routes in S19 
and opening four new bases. We take a 
closer look at which airports are 
winners and losers. 

Plus easyJet’s Milan MXP base, 
RusLine, and Turkish Airlines in Ankara 
are examined in more detail, while 
there are airport profiles on Bourne-
mouth, Hamburg, Murcia, Mykonos 
and Rzeszów. There are the latest 
passenger and capacity figures for 
Denmark, Italy, Portugal, Romania, 
Spain and Switzerland and analysis of 
10 new routes launched recently. 

Ralph Anker 
ralph@anker-report.com 



 

The ANKER Report  Issue 32: Monday 21 January 2019 2 

easyJet first started serving Milan’s busiest airport in 
December 2005 when it began flights from London LGW.  
At that time Alitalia was still the dominant carrier at the 
airport with 60% of scheduled seat capacity. Not long 
later, in March 2006, Malpensa became an easyJet base 
and the airline’s network grew rapidly, helped by 
Alitalia’s decision to dismantle the majority of its base at 
the airport in early 2008. 

By 2009 easyJet was the leading carrier at the airport 
with almost 25% of seats ahead of Lufthansa, which had 
launched Lufthansa Italia at the airport in early 2009. 
However, that project was abandoned at the end of S11, 
leaving Air One as the second biggest airline at the 
airport. In 2014 Emirates was the second biggest airline 
at Malpensa after easyJet, if measured by seat capacity  

Steady growth since 2010 

Having become the leading carrier easyJet has grown its 
capacity at the airport relatively modestly since 2010, 
with annual capacity increases of between 1% and 6%. 
The airline’s market share at the airport peaked in 2015 
at 33% and has fallen slightly to 28% in 2018. 

Milan MXP was easyJet’s third biggest base in 2018, well 
behind London LGW but only just behind Geneva and 
ahead of London LTN. Its biggest rivals at Malpensa are 
now Ryanair (which grew by 40% in 2018) and Air Italy 
(which grew by over 100%). Looking ahead to S19 the 
airline’s capacity appears flat at present, suggesting a 
further reduction in market share at the airport 

80 routes launched but none in 2019 

Since starting operations in late 2005, easyJet has 
launched 80 routes from the airport, of which 59 look 
set to operate in S19, with Hurghada a winter-only 
service. Destinations no longer served include Belgrade, 
Bristol, Brussels, Bucharest, Dortmund, Glasgow, 
Hamburg, Lyon, Porto, Rome FCO, Sofia and Vienna. The 
last of these continues to be served by Austrian Airlines 
and Wizz Air. 

While three routes served in S18 are not served in S19 
(Glasgow, Lublin and Vienna), there are currently no new 
routes planned for this summer. The Lublin route was 
the only one operated by easyJet to the Polish airport. 
Since 2011, when there were also no new routes, 
easyJet has added at least three new destinations each 
year, with five new destinations added in 2018. 

Catania beats Gatwick for #1 route 

Measured by ASKs (Available Seat Kilometres) easyJet’s 
leading route last summer from Milan MXP was to 
Catania in Sicily, operated 32-weekly. Four of the top 
eight routes by this measure are domestic (shown in 
red), with two other domestic routes also making the 
top 15. The leading international routes in summer are 
London LGW, Mykonos and Ibiza, followed by Edinburgh, 
Malaga and Amsterdam. 

easyJet still #1 in Malpensa but losing market share to Ryanair and 
Air Italy; no new routes planned for 2019 but three routes dropped 

Year Non-stop destinations added Non-stop destinations no longer served 

2005 Berlin SXF, Dortmund, London LGW  

2006 Amsterdam, Athens, Ibiza, Lisbon, Madrid, Malaga, Naples, Olbia, Palermo, Paris CDG, Prague  

2007 Barcelona, Bari, Bristol, Bucharest, Cagliari, Catania, Edinburgh, Marrakech  

2008 Brindisi, Brussels, Copenhagen, Lamezia Terme, Mykonos, Palma de Mallorca, Rome FCO, Sofia, Stockholm ARN Dortmund 

2009 Dubrovnik, Heraklion, London LTN, Rhodes, Split  

2010 Agadir, Bordeaux, Casablanca, Corfu, Lyon, Malta, Menorca, Porto, Santorini, Thessaloniki, Toulouse  

2011  Bristol, Sofia 

2012 Alghero, Kefalonia, Kos, Zakynthos Bucharest, Stockholm ARN 

2013 Ajaccio, Belgrade, Larnaka, Luxembourg, Sharm El-Sheikh Agadir, Porto, Thessaloniki 

2014 Hamburg, Munich, Tel Aviv, Tenerife TFS Ajaccio, Lyon, Toulouse 

2015 Glasgow, Stuttgart, Tallinn  

2016 Alicante, Bilbao, Krakow, Lanzarote, Lille, Manchester, Nantes Belgrade, Casablanca, Sharm El-Sheikh 

2017 Fuerteventura, Granada, Lublin, Santiago de Compostela, Stockholm ARN, Zadar  

2018 Berlin TXL, Faro, Hurghada, Pula, Vienna Brussels, Hamburg, Lille, Rome FCO 

2019  Glasgow, Lublin, Vienna 

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for January 2004 to October 2019.  

easyJet’s route development from Milan MXP 2005-2019 



 

The ANKER Report  Issue 32: Monday 21 January 2019 3 

Portugal: All of Portugal’s five main airports reported 
passenger growth in November with traffic up 6.4% 
overall, led by Faro’s impressive, almost 16% growth. 
The country’s four leading airlines all reported excellent 
growth, with easyJet, Ryanair and Transavia all recording 
double-digit capacity growth versus November 2017. 

Romania: Bucharest saw 11% traffic growth in 
November while Cluj-Napoca and Timisoara both saw 
passenger numbers down compared with last year. Wizz 
Air and TAROM both reported double-digit capacity 
growth while both Blue Air and Ryanair offered fewer 
seats in Romania compared with last November. 

Spain: December traffic was up almost 8% across all 
Spanish airports, though three airports in the Canary 
Islands saw a drop in demand compared with last 
December. The two UK leisure airlines, TUI Group and 
Thomas Cook Airlines appear to have been responsible 
for this as their passenger numbers to Spain were down. 

http://www.connect-aviation.com/
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With a population of 1.8 million people, Hamburg is 
Germany’s second biggest city (after Berlin) and Europe’s 
biggest city that is not a capital. Its airport is located just 
nine kilometres north of the city centre and handled 
17.2 million passengers in 2018, making it Germany’s 
fifth busiest airport after Frankfurt, Munich, Düsseldorf 
and Berlin TXL. 

The Airbus production plant at Finkenwerder has its own 
runway, while Lübeck Airport, some 55 kilometres north-
east of Hamburg, was popular with Ryanair and Wizz Air, 
but commercial flights stopped there in April 2016. 

Traffic up 70% since 2000 

Hamburg reported a 2% drop in traffic in 2018, the fifth 
time since 2000 that the airport has seen a year-on-year 
drop in passenger numbers. However, in just four years 
between 2013 and 2017 traffic had grown by 30% thanks 
to easyJet making the airport a base in S14. Sadly, the UK
-based carrier closed the base at the end of W17/18. As 
a result the airline’s network from Hamburg went from 
28 routes in S17 to just nine in S18. 

Lufthansa Group leads the way 

Hamburg was one of several German airports where 
Lufthansa Group has replaced all Lufthansa services with 
Eurowings flights, apart from the two hub connecting 
routes to Frankfurt and Munich. 

Low-cost flights from germanwings were first launched 
at the airport back in November 2005. Having grown to a 
network of 16 routes in S13, this was dramatically 
increased to 45 in S14 when Lufthansa handed over 
most of its network. Lufthansa Group, which includes 
Austrian Airlines, Brussels Airlines and SWISS accounted 
for 54% of scheduled seat capacity in 2018, according to 
analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data, up from 47% in 
2017. 

For S19 Eurowings is set to grow its capacity by a modest 
3%. However, while capacity on its five domestic routes 
is up 13%, international capacity is down 5% and several 
routes have been dropped, including Manchester, Oslo, 
Prague and Zagreb. 

Ryanair replaces easyJet as leading foreign carrier 

Ryanair first began serving Hamburg in October 2014 
with just two routes, to Lisbon and Porto. Hamburg 
became Ryanair’s 80th base in October 2016 and by S17 
it served 21 destinations which increased to 24 in S18.  
All of these routes are international. This summer that 
number remains unchanged. However, Lamezia Terme 
and Katowice have been replaced by Krakow and Zadar 
for S19. The only other route Ryanair has dropped is to 
Brussels BRU which was initially served 2-daily in 
W16/17 but was not operating at all by W17/18. 

Emirates offers only long-haul route 

Most of Europe’s major flag-carriers serve Hamburg 
from their home hubs (highlighted in blue on the graph) 
while Condor and SunExpress are the leading leisure/
charter airlines.  

This summer the only long-haul service is operated by 
Emirates to Dubai, a route launched in late October 
2005. In March 2012 United Airlines began a year-round 
service to New York EWR which became a summer-only 

service in 2017. After operating once more in S18 the 
route was dropped by the Star Alliance carrier for S19, 
leaving Hamburg with no direct routes to either North 
America or Asia this summer. 

New routes for 2019 

The airport is forecasting passenger growth of 2.5% in 
2019 and hopes to reach 18 million passengers. This 

winter has seen the launch of flights to Agadir with 
Condor, Ankara and Izmir with Pegasus Airlines, 
Friedrichshafen with British Airways (operated by SUN-
AIR), and Malta with Air Malta.  

This summer, apart from Ryanair’s two new routes, 
Eurowings is starting service to Jerez in Spain, Germania 
to Elazig in Turkey and Wizz Air to Varna in Bulgaria. 

Lufthansa Group accounts for 54% of seats in Hamburg in 2018; only 
remaining long-haul route is Dubai; Ryanair now bigger than easyJet 
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Italy: Passenger numbers were up almost 9% in 
November though capacity was up an estimated 12%. 
Only Milan LIN and Rome CIA failed to see growth of at 
least 5%. Among leading airlines, Air Italy and Volotea 
showed the biggest growth while Wizz Air’s Italian 
capacity fell by 8%. 

Denmark: Solid 4% growth was reported across 
Denmark’s main airports in December, where the big 
winner once again was Aarhus, where traffic was up 
27%. easyJet’s 38% growth is mainly due to its new 
Berlin TXL to Copenhagen route but also two routes to 
Aarhus from Berlin TXL and London LGW. 

Switzerland: Traffic was up almost 6% across all airports 
in Switzerland in December with Basel (+12%) leading 
the way. The country’s two biggest airlines, SWISS and 
easyJet, grew by 5% and 10% respectively. Several flag-
carriers recorded a modest drop in Swiss capacity but 
Eurowings grew its seat offering by 15%. 
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Bournemouth Airport is located on the UK’s south coast less 
than 50 kilometres west of Southampton’s airport (which 
handles two million passengers annually). For the last eight 
years Bournemouth has handled between 600,000 and 
700,000 passengers, after peaking at almost 1.1 million in 
2007 and 2008. Thomsonfly (now TUI Airways) had made the 
airport a base in 2005 and its operations peaked in 2007 when 
it served typical sunshine routes as well as Amsterdam, 
Prague and Valencia. When the carrier started to cut its 
network, Ryanair stepped up and made the airport a base 
from April 2008. The Irish ULCC had first started flights there 
from Dublin in May 1996. 

Ryanair is now the leading carrier with around 70% of 
scheduled seats, serving seven destinations in Spain, as well 
as Faro, Krakow, Malta and, since October 2018, Pafos. TUI 
Airways still operates holiday flights to mostly Spanish 
destinations, while easyJet operates winter flights to Geneva.  

Other new routes for S19 include Loganair to Guernsey and 
Jersey, Ryanair resuming service to Dublin and Prague, and 
TUI Airways to Heraklion and Kefalonia. 

Flybe used the airport as a base from May 2015 to March 
2016 and served nine destinations, including Amsterdam, 
Dublin, Glasgow, Manchester and Paris CDG. 

Operated by MAG between 2001 and the end of 2017, 
Bournemouth is now part of the Regional & City Airports 
group of airports which includes Exeter and Norwich.  

Bournemouth looking for growth under new owners 

Mykonos traffic up 180% since 2012; more new routes coming in S19 

Rzeszów passes 750,000 mark for the first time in 2018 

Serving the popular Greek island of the same name, Mykonos 
Airport recently reported double-digit growth for a sixth 
successive year. The island is less than 100 square kilometres  
in size and the local population is only around 10,000. 

The airport endures extreme seasonality. During the winter 
months (November to March) there are fewer than 15,000 
monthly passengers passing through the airport. However, in 
both July and August 2018 over 300,000 were processed. In 
2012 the airport handled 500,000 passengers but this has 
risen to almost 1.4 million last year, representing growth of 
almost 180% in just six years. 

According to FlightGlobal schedules data, the leading airlines 
during the peak summer period are (in order) easyJet, 
Olympic Air, Volotea, Vueling and Ryanair. New carriers for 
S18 included Astra Airlines, Brussels Airlines, Cobalt and Qatar 
Airways. easyJet serves Mykonos from 12 airports with 
London LGW and Milan MXP offering the most seats. Most of 
Olympic Air’s capacity is on the 135-kilometre route to 
Athens, which was also served in S18 by Ryanair, Sky Express 
and Volotea.  

Operated by Fraport Greece since April 2017, the airport is set 
to welcome several new seasonal services in S19 including  
Germania to Berlin TXL, Laudamotion to Vienna, Neos to 
Rome FCO, Ryanair to Bordeaux and Pafos, SWISS to Geneva 
and Transavia to Nantes. 

Rzeszów in south-east Poland is only 150 kilometres west of 
Lviv in Ukraine and lies 160 kilometres east of Krakow. It is the 
eighth biggest city in Poland with a population of around 
190,000. The airport serving Rzeszów is located 10 kilometres 
north of the city. A new terminal was completed in May 2012 
in time for the UEFA Euro 2012 football tournament hosted 
jointly by Poland and Ukraine. 

The leading airline at the airport in 2018 was Ryanair which 
operated year-round flights to Bristol, Dublin, East Midlands, 
Glasgow PIK, London LTN, London STN and Manchester, as 
well as seasonal service to Athens, Bourgas and Chania. 
Athens and Bourgas were new for S18 while Berlin SXF service 
was dropped. 

Around one-third of all seat capacity is provided by LOT Polish 
Airlines on its 240-kilometre domestic route to Warsaw WAW, 
which it operates with up to 5-daily flights using a mix of 
Q400s, Embraer jets and 737-800s. The Polish flag-carrier also 
added a weekly service to Tel Aviv in March 2018 and a 
weekly service to New York EWR from 29 April 2018. 

The other flag-carrier serving Rzeszów is Lufthansa, which 
offers up to 2-daily service to its Munich hub using CRJ 900s 
operated by Lufthansa CityLine. Frequency will increase to 2-
daily in S19. In summer there are also a number of charter 
services to popular holiday destinations in and around the 
Mediterranean operated by a variety of carriers. 
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Launched routes 

British Airways on Monday 14 January launched a 
domestic route in Germany between Hamburg (in the 
north) and Friedrichshafen (in the south). The 665-
kilometre route will be operated by Danish franchise 
carrier SUN-AIR using its 32-seat Dornier 328 Jets. The 
service will be flown 11-weekly, 2-daily Monday through 
Friday and once on Sunday. No other carrier currently 
operates the route. The two airports were last 
connected by non-stop air service between February 
2016 and June 2016 when VLM operated the route and 
before that by InterSky, who offered regular flights for 
over a decade before ceasing service in early November 
2015. Friedrichshafen’s other domestic routes are a 4-
daily service with Lufthansa to Frankfurt and a 10-
weekly service to Düsseldorf also operated by SUN-AIR 
on behalf of British Airways. This route launched last 
June. Friedrichshafen handled 517,000 passengers in 
2017 and in the first 11 months of 2018 saw passenger 
numbers increase by 4.9%. SUN-AIR operates a number 
of other routes with at least daily frequency for British 
Airways; Billund to London LCY and Manchester (both 
11-weekly), Billund to Düsseldorf (9-weekly), 
Gothenburg to Aarhus (9-weekly) and Aarhus to 
Stockholm BMA (daily). The airline’s fleet comprises 14 
Dornier 328 Jets 

Flybe began a new UK domestic route on Monday 7 
January with the start of 11-weekly service between 
London LCY and Newcastle. The service will be flown by 
Flybe’s franchise partner Eastern Airways using its Saab 
2000s. The 410-kilometre service faces no direct 
competition, though British Airways currently offers up 
to 4-daily flights between Newcastle and London LHR 
using a mix of A319s, A320s and A321s. Last winter 
British Airways was operating up to six daily flights and 
across the whole of the winter season has cut capacity 
on the route by around 27%. Newcastle’s other 
domestic routes this winter are with easyJet to Belfast 
BFS and Bristol and with Flybe to Aberdeen, Exeter and 
Cardiff. Now that Eastern Airways is a Flybe franchise 
partner it has dropped its own routes from Newcastle to 
Aberdeen, Belfast BHD and Cardiff which operated in 
W17/18. As a result, domestic capacity this winter from 
Newcastle across all airlines is down around 15% 

according to analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data. 
British Airways also used to serve Newcastle from 
London LGW until March 2007 when Jet2.com took over 
the route until March 2008. Then Flybe stepped in and 
operated the route until March 2014 when easyJet had a 
go for a year. Since March 2015 Gatwick has not been 
connected to Newcastle. Stansted has also had service 
to Newcastle in the past with regional carrier Gill Air 
(until September 2001). When the carrier ceased 
operations less than two weeks after ‘9/11’, Go stepped 
in and began flying the route from its Stansted base in 
November 2001. easyJet took over the route when it 
acquired Go and continued to operate the route until 
March 2011. Flybe tried the route in March 2015, but 
dropped it after a year at the end of W15/16. It may be 
worth noting that the fastest rail journey between 
London (King’s Cross) and Newcastle is just under three 
hours and there are over 30 trains per day on weekdays 
according to thetrainline.com. 

LOT Polish Airlines became the second carrier to launch 
a new route to London LCY during the last fortnight 
when it began 12-weekly service from Warsaw WAW 
also on Monday 7 January. The 1,450-kilometre route 
will be flown using the Star Alliance member’s new 
E190s and faces no direct competition. The route was 
previously served 6-weekly by British Airways between 
March 2008 and early January 2009. LOT (20-weekly) 
and British Airways (13-weekly) already connect 
Warsaw WAW with London LHR, while Wizz Air (23-
weekly) serves Warsaw WAW from London LTN and 
easyJet (4-weekly) flies to the main Warsaw airport from 
London LGW. easyJet’s service only launched in October 
at the beginning of W18/19 and marked the airline’s first 
flights to the Polish capital since service from London 
LTN was terminated in July 2009. Finally, Ryanair has 23-
weekly flights from London STN to Warsaw WMI.  

RusLine now offers a range of domestic routes from 
Naryan-Mar. On 7 January it began service to 
Arkhangelsk (3-weekly), Ekaterinburg (3-weekly) and St. 
Petersburg (4-weekly), followed on 8 January by Kirov (2
-weekly). All routes will be flown by the regional carrier’s 
50-seat CRJ 100/200s of which it has 21 according to 
planespotters.net. Analysis of FlightGlobal schedules 
data shows that the routes to Arkhangelsk and St. 

Petersburg are already served by Nordavia, while 
Komiaviatrans has a weekly service to Kirov. Naryan-
Mar is located north of the Arctic Circle around 110 
kilometres inland from the Barents Sea on the Pechora 
River. The airport serving the town handled 183,000 
passengers in 2017.  

Turkish Airlines has increased its international network 
from Ankara with the launch of not one, not two, but 
three new routes during the last fortnight. The Turkish 
capital is now connected by the Star Alliance carrier to 
London LGW (2-weekly from 9 January), Rome FCO (2-
weekly from 7 January) and Tbilisi (2-weekly from 18 
January). All routes will be flown using the carrier’s 737-
800s and none face direct competition. Since 2004 there 
have been other services between Ankara and London. 
British Airways flew from Heathrow between April 2006 
and October 2007 when British Midland took over the 
route and operated it until October 2008. Turkish 
Airlines served Stansted between February 2011 and 
October 2011. According to FlightGlobal schedules data, 
SunExpress then served Luton during the peak months 
of S18. Rome was previously linked to Ankara by Alitalia 
between May 2011 and March 2012 with 4-weekly 
flights. For more on Turkish Airlines’s operations from 
Ankara see page 9. 

Several airlines have moved their operations from 
Murcia MJV to Murcia RMU during the last fortnight 
after the formal opening of the new Murcia RMU airport 
on 15 January. easyJet has moved its flights from Bristol, 
London LGW and London SEN, TUI fly Belgium moved its 
services from Antwerp and Brussels CRL, while Ryanair 
moved its Birmingham, Dublin, East Midlands, Leeds 
Bradford, London LTN and Manchester routes. See page 
8 for more on the developments in the Murcia region. 

Latest European route news 
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 Opening of Murcia Corvera spells end of commercial flights at Murcia 
San Javier; Ryanair, easyJet and Jet2.com serve dominant UK market 
Located in south-east Spain, Murcia lies in the Segura 
Valley around 70 kilometres south-west of Alicante. The 
city has been served for many year by Murcia San Javier 
Airport (MJV) which lies in the town of San Javier, right 
on the coast and around 42 kilometres from Murcia. The 
two runway facility is also used by the Spanish Air Force. 

On 15 January all commercial flights relocated to Murcia 
Corvera Airport, also known as Region of Murcia 
International Airport (RMU), which is further inland and 
lies only around 23 kilometres south of Murcia.  

On the first day there were eight scheduled services, six 
from Ryanair and two from easyJet with the first arrival 
at 10:25 being from East Midlands. The Ryanair flight 
even managed to arrive before the King of Spain’s 
personal jet. The King was there to formally open the 
new facility. 

Building of the airport at Corvera began as long ago as 
2008 with the intention that it would open and replace 
Murcia MJV in 2013. However, there have been several 
delays. The new airport (like the old one) will be 
operated by Aena. 

Traffic peaked in 2007 at two million passengers 

Analysis of Aena data shows that Murcia’s passenger 
numbers peaked in 2007 at just over two million. The 
airport had grown rapidly in the previous years. In 2007 
the leading carriers were Ryanair (877k passengers), 
Jet2.com (366k), easyJet (191k) and Monarch (164k). 
Thereafter passenger numbers fell for eight consecutive 
years with just 1.07 million passengers using the airport 
in 2015.  

However, in the last three years demand has picked up 
again and 2018 saw 1.27 million passengers pass 
through Murcia MJV. The leading airlines were Ryanair 
(719k), easyJet (289k) and Jet2.com (119k). Of the 
airport’s top 10 routes, nine are to airports in the UK, 
with London LGW leading the way. In all, almost 80% of 
passengers using the airport are travelling to/from the 
UK with a further 10% using the Irish route to Dublin. 

Frankfurt was last new route 

Since the beginning of 2017 the airport has welcomed 
new routes from London LHR (with British Airways), 
London SEN (with easyJet on 27 April 2017), Brussels CRL 

(with TUI fly Belgium on 27 October 2017) and most 
recently Frankfurt FRA (Ryanair from 25 March 2018). 

Once the summer season is under way, Norwegian will 
use the new airport for its four routes from Norway, 
while SmartWings will also start using the new airport 
for its Prague route. Volotea is set to launch a new route 
to Asturias on 30 May. However, Jet2.com’s routes to 
Edinburgh and Newcastle appear to have been dropped 
along with Ryanair’s flights to Eindhoven and Frankfurt, 
as well as British Airways’s Heathrow service and Aer 
Lingus’s Dublin route. 

RusLine shifts Moscow base back to Vnukovo from Domodedovo; 
fleet of 21 50-seat CRJs used mostly on domestic routes 
The airline now known as RusLine began life as Aerotex 
Airlines in 1999. It started scheduled services in 2003 
using Yak and Tupolev aircraft. In 2007 it acquired its 
first western-built aircraft, 50-seat Bombardier CRJ 
100/200s and in 2010 acquired the assets and brand 
name of Air Volga. The name RusLine was adopted in 
2013. 

Swopping between Moscow airports 

The carrier shifted its main focus of operations from 
Moscow VKO to Moscow DME in 2010 before shifting 
flights back to Vnukovo in early 2018.  

During S18 RusLine (which operates using the flight code 
7L) accounted for just under 5% of domestic seats from 
Vnukovo (well behind UTair with 41%, Pobeda with 27% 
and Aeroflot with 20%). However, because of the use of 
smaller aircraft, RusLine accounts for almost 13% of 
domestic flights at Vnukovo. 

Six destinations were served with at least daily flights by 
RusLine from Vnukovo in S18; Belgorod, Kirov, 
Ulyanovsk, Penza, Saratov and Voronezh. A further six 
domestic destinations were served at least 3-weekly 
during the summer season according to FlightGlobal 
schedules data. 

Currently all Bombardier CRJ Fleet 

The airline’s current fleet comprises 13 CRJ-100s and 
eight CRJ-200s according to planespotters.net. Nearly all 
the aircraft are at least 15 years old. For a brief period in 
2012/2013 the airline operated a couple of A319s which 
prior to that had been operated by easyJet. 

Almost 1 million scheduled seats in 2018 

According to FlightGlobal schedules data RusLine offered 
just over one million scheduled seats in 2017 but last 

year the airline’s capacity fell by almost 5% to just under 
980,000 annual seats. International services appear to 
have been dramatically reduced in 2018. The top five 
international routes in 2017 have all been suspended; St. 
Petersburg to the three Baltic capitals of Riga, Tallinn 
and Vilnius, and Moscow to Riga and Leipzig. 

To compensate for the cuts, this January saw the launch 
of domestic services from Naryan-Mar, with the carrier 
introducing six routes during the month. The airport 
immediately becomes the seventh biggest for flights in 
S19 (based on current schedule data) behind Moscow 
VKO, St. Petersburg, Voronezh, Ekaterinburg, Belgorod 
and Ulyanovsk. Overall S19 flights (and capacity) are 

down some 13% compared with S18. This summer the 
airline’s longest route will be between Moscow VKO and 
Vorkuta (1,889 kilometres) and the shortest between 
Moscow VKO and Tambov (420 kilometres). 
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While Istanbul recently became the latest world city to 
see its airports handle over 100 million passengers per 
annum (Istanbul IST served 68.0 million in 2018 and 
Istanbul SAW handled a further 34.1 million), the airport 
serving Turkey’s capital in Ankara handled 16.7 million. 
For more on the airport see Issue 11 of The ANKER 
Report. In this analysis, the evolution of the route 
network of the national carrier, Turkish Airlines, is 
examined in more detail.  

Share of traffic has fallen but still over 70% 

As might be expected, Turkish Airlines is the dominant 
carrier at Ankara. However, its share of scheduled traffic 
has fallen from around 90% in the period 2004-2006, to 
approximately 73% in each of the last two years with 
local LCC Pegasus Airlines increasing its presence to 
around 21% of the market in 2018. 

Between 2004 and 2018 Turkish Airlines has increased 
its annual capacity at the airport almost fivefold. Growth 
has been somewhat erratic with no growth in 2007, 
2012 and 2014 but 25% or more growth in 2005, 2010 
and 2013.  

While average aircraft size has increased from 139 seats 
per movement in 2004 to 185 seats per movement in 
2018, the average sector length has actually fallen from 
670 kilometres to 522 kilometres in 2015, though it has 
increased slightly since then to 541 kilometres in 2018. 

Domestic routes dominate 

Both in terms of weekly frequencies and ASKs (Available 
Seat Kilometres) domestic routes dominate. The two 
airports of Istanbul welcomed almost 220 weekly flights 
from Ankara, with the Star Alliance carrier even using 
some of its widebody 777s on the 370-kilometre route to 
Istanbul IST. Much of the domestic capacity is flown by 
Turkish Airlines’s wholly-owned subsidiary AnadoluJet. 
Turkish Airlines operates all the international routes, 
Istanbul IST and some of the Istanbul SAW frequencies. 

The leading route outside of mainland Turkey is to Ercan 
in Turkish-controlled northern Cyprus (shown in orange) 
while Stockholm ARN is the leading international route. 
None of the international routes are served at least 
daily, with most being operated just 2- or 3-weekly. In 
August 2019 the highest frequency international routes 
are Jeddah and Vienna (both 5-weekly), followed by 
Moscow VKO and Stockholm ARN (both 4-weekly).  

The last fortnight has seen Turkish Airlines launch new 
international routes to London LGW, Rome FCO and 
Tbilisi, all of which will be flown 2-weekly. Other 
European capitals served are Berlin TXL, Copenhagen 
and Paris CDG. In Germany, where Frankfurt, Hamburg 
and Stuttgart are also already served, Hannover will be 
the next German destinations, when service is scheduled 
to resume on 24 June, also with 2-weekly service.  

Turkish Airlines has over 70% of traffic in Ankara; over 30 flights per 
day to Istanbul; four new international routes launching in 2019 

Year Non-stop destinations added Non-stop destinations no longer served 

2005 Adiyaman, Istanbul SAW, Kahramanmaras, Zurich  

2006 Dalaman, Ercan, Samsun Carsamba,  Bursa 

2007 Basel, Sanliurfa Ercan, Samsun Carsamba 

2008 Denizli, Hatay, Samsun Carsamba, Tehran IKA Hamburg, Sanliurfa, Zurich 

2009 Ercan, Tekirdag Basel, Berlin SXF, Copenhagen,  Denizli, Hannover, Nuremberg, Stockholm ARN 

2010 Bursa, Canakkale, Copenhagen, Damascus, Denizli, Edremit, Moscow 
DME, Paris CDG, Siirt, Stockholm ARN 

Agri, Stuttgart 

2011 Agri, Batumi, London STN, Nakchivan Damascus, Denizli, Paris CDG 

2012 Baghdad, Berlin TXL, Hamburg, Igdir, Moscow VKO, Stuttgart Adiyaman, Bursa, Canakkale, Copenhagen, Frankfurt, Kahramanmaras, Munich, Siirt, Tekirdag 

2013 Adiyaman, Bingol, Copenhagen, Frankfurt, Kahramanmaras, Kocaeli, 
Sirnak, Tekirdag 

Batumi, Edremit, London STN, Moscow DME, Nakchivan 

2014 Alanya-Gazipasa, Canakkale Amsterdam, Brussels BRU, Cologne Bonn, Stockholm ARN, Tehran IKA 

2015 Bursa, Edremit, Hakkari, Ordu-Giresun, Siirt, Sivas Baghdad, Düsseldorf, Kocaeli 

2016 Jeddah, Medinah, Stockholm ARN - 

2017 Paris CDG Siirt, Sivas 

2018 Istanbul ISL Tekirdag 

2019 Hannover, London LGW, Rome FCO, Tbilisi - 

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for January 2004 to October 2019.  

Turkish Airlines’s route development from Ankara 2005-2019 
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Over 180 new routes launching between April and July 

Analysis by The ANKER Report of FlightGlobal schedules 
data, as well as the airline’s own on-line booking tool, 
suggests that this summer Ryanair will be launching an 
estimated 182 new routes. This does not include routes 
launched during the W18/19 season that will continue to 
operate in S19 and which could be considered new 
routes for S19 as they did not operate in S18. 

These new routes involve a total of 122 airports spread 
across 34 countries. Leading the way for the most new 
routes launching in S19 is Berlin TXL (with 18) followed 
by Bordeaux and London SEN (each with 14). A total of 
19 airports will celebrate at least five new Ryanair route 
launches this summer. Of these 19 airports, three are in 
France (shown in blue), three are in Italy (shown in red), 
two are in the UK (shown in green) and only one is in 
Spain (shown in orange). Airports in Croatia, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, 
Malta and Poland are all in this list of airports set to 
welcome the most new routes. 

150 routes being dropped? 

Based on the latest available information it appears that 
Ryanair will be dropping around 150 routes in S19 that it 
flew in S18. Some of these routes were dropped at the 
end of S18, while others are operating in W18/19 but are 
not currently on sale for S19. It is possible that with 10 
weeks to go until the start of S19 that some of these 
routes may yet continue to operate. Normally leisure 
routes should go on sale at least 3-4 months before they 
start flying to allow sufficient time for marketing 
campaigns to be effective and for sufficient seats to be 
sold. 

At present, the leading airports for dropped routes are 
Glasgow (14), Frankfurt HHN (13) and Weeze (13). 
Fourth placed Murcia MJV has been closed with all 
flights now operating to Murcia RMU. Five of the top 15 
airports for Ryanair route droppings are in Spain. Three 
are in Germany, two are in Greece and two are in the 
UK. The others are Bourgas, Eindhoven and Milan BGY. 

11 airports dropped for S19, 15 added since S18  

A total of 11 airports which welcomed Ryanair flights in 
S18 will not see the airline’s aircraft in S19. In addition to 
MJV the following airports will deprive spotters of taking 
pictures of Ryanair tailfins this summer: 

• Craiova: Only route to Valencia dropped at end of 
S18; 

• Düsseldorf: Flights to Alicante, Malaga and Palma de 
Mallorca transferred to Laudamotion for S19; 

• Grenoble: Summer flights to London STN dropped; 

• Leipzig/Halle: Flights to London STN end on 29 March; 

• Linz: Flights to London STN dropped at end of S18; 

• Lorient: Flights to Porto end on 26 January; 

• Montpellier: Flights to Brussels CRL end on 30 March 
and Frankfurt HHN dropped at end of S18; 

• Oradea: Five routes to Girona, London STN, 
Memmingen, Milan BGY and Weeze dropped. 
Stansted and Weeze on 30 May 2018 the others at 
end of S18; 

• Varna: Flights to Brussels CRL dropped at end of S18; 

• Warsaw WAW: Flights to Szczecin ended 7 January. 

The good news is that there are also 15 airports 
welcoming Ryanair flights in S19 that did not have the 
airline on their flight departures board in S18. This does 
not include Kiev KBP (as flights from Berlin SXF began in 
September 2018). Apart from Murcia RMU they are: 

• Banja Luka: Flights from Brussels CRL, Memmingen, 
Stockholm NYO began in W18/19 with Berlin SXF 
launching in S19; 

• Bilbao: Flights from London SEN begin in April; 

• Bodrum: Flights from Dublin begin in May; 

• Cluj-Napoca: Flights from London SEN begin in April; 

• Dubrovnik: Flights from Dublin begin in June; 

• Exeter: Flights from Malaga, Malta and Naples begin 
in April;  

• Kalamata: Flights from Milan BGY begin in May, from 
London STN and Sofia in June and from Pisa in August; 

• Kos: Flights from Berlin TXL begin in April; 

• Kosice: Flights from London SEN begin in April; 

• London SEN: Flights to 14 destinations (Alicante,  
Bilbao, Brest, Cluj-Napoca, Copenhagen, Corfu, Dublin, 
Faro, Kosice, Malaga, Milan BGY, Palma de Mallorca, 
Reus and Venice VCE) begin in April; 

• Lviv: Flights from Krakow, London STN, Memmingen, 

Warsaw WMI and Weeze began in W18/19; 

• Ouarzazate: Flights from Madrid began in W18/19, 
flights to Bordeaux and Marseille begin in April; 

• Split: Flights from Dublin start in June; 

• Zakynthos: Flights from Milan BGY begin in July. 

This analysis does not examine what is happening at 

Laudamotion, the Vienna-based carrier in which Ryanair 
is now the majority shareholder. According to 
FlightGlobal schedules data, the airline (IATA code OE) 
which launched at the beginning of S18, is looking at 
capacity growth of almost 70% in S19. Its four main 
bases in S19 will be Vienna, Palma de Mallorca, 
Düsseldorf and Stuttgart (a new base starting soon). 


