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The seven-month 2019 summer season began on Sunday 31 
March and is in effect until Saturday 26 October. While some 
airlines are still announcing a few new routes, typically not 
starting before June, it is safe to assume that the vast majority 
of scheduled services across European airports for this summer 
have now been finalised. Industry experience suggests that 
airlines need to allow at least two to three months between 
announcing a route and the start date of that service. Longer-
haul services tend to need a longer lead time. 

Analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for the period April 2019 
to October 2019 and comparison with the same period last year 
suggests that airline seat capacity in Europe is set to increase by 
3.0%, while aircraft movements will grow by 1.3%, indicating a 

further increase in average aircraft size from 158 to 161 seats 
per aircraft movement. ASKs are set to increase by 4.4%, 
suggesting an increase in average sector length from 1,786 to 
1,812 kilometres. This time last year the predictions for seat 
and movement growth for summer 2018 were 5.6% and 4.8% 
respectively. This suggests that passenger growth as a whole 
across Europe’s airports is likely to be slower than it was in 
2018. ACI Europe data showed passenger in Europe grew by 
just over 6% in 2018. This latest capacity data, combined with 
load factor growth, suggests growth in 2019 will be around 4%. 

easyJet and Ryanair both growing by about 6% 

Europe’s two biggest airlines by seat capacity from European 
airports are Ryanair and easyJet. Both carriers are currently 
scheduling capacity growth in S19 of around 6% compared with 
S18. Europe’s leading flag-carriers are growing more modestly, 
with British Airways, Lufthansa and SAS all planning capacity 
growth of no more than 1%, Air France 3%, Turkish Airlines 4% 
and Aeroflot 5%. The only other carrier in the top 10 to rival the 
growth of Ryanair and easyJet is Wizz Air, which is currently 

contemplating capacity growth of just over 17%, helped by its 
new base in Vienna.  

Europe’s other leading pan-European (U)LCCs are growing 
more modestly, or actually shrinking. While Vueling’s seat 
capacity is up 4%, Eurowings is showing a 1% drop in capacity 
while Norwegian has cut capacity by almost 5%. Turkey’s LCC, 
Pegasus Airlines, which is one of Europe’s top 15 carriers, is 
currently reporting an almost 6% drop in scheduled seats this 
summer. The only other airline to be reporting as big a drop in 
seat capacity in percentage terms is UK regional carrier Flybe, 
which has also cut capacity by 6%. The airline was recently 
acquired by a consortium which includes Virgin Atlantic. While 
the Flybe brand remains for this summer, its future appears 

uncertain with the airline possibly adopting Virgin branding in 
the future. 

The only other carrier currently expecting a drop in scheduled 
seat capacity is Thomas Cook Airlines, the Manchester-based 
UK leisure airline. The airline, which was put up for sale by its 
owners in February, is showing a 5% reduction in European seat 
capacity this summer. However, other UK-based leisure airlines, 
Jet2.com and TUI Airways are set to grow by 14% and 5% 
respectively.  

LOT is fastest-growing flag-carrier 

Last year LOT Polish Airlines was the fastest-growing of all the 
top 40 airlines in Europe. This year it can only claim to be the 
fastest-growing major flag-carrier in Europe, with capacity set 
to increase by 11.5%. This only ranks it sixth for growth beaten 
by Transavia France (+12%), Jet2.com and Volotea (both +14%), 
Qatar Airways and Wizz Air (both +17%) and the runaway 
leader for capacity growth in S19, Aeroflot’s in-house LCC 
Pobeda, which is currently looking at 
capacity growth of some 37% 

S19 growth forecast is 4%; Ryanair, 
easyJet and Wizz Air lead the way 
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Welcome 

The 2019 summer season is up and 
running and we take a closer look at 
what we can expect to see among 
Europe’s top 40 airlines and all the 40-
plus European country markets. 
However, Brexit and the grounding of 
the Boeing MAX fleet remain known 
unknowns. 

Next week, airlines and airports will 
convene in Hannover (this week’s main 
airport profile) for Routes Europe and 
The ANKER Report will be  there. 

Ralph Anker 
ralph@anker-report.com 

http://www.rooute.net/?utm_source=the%20anker%20report&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=rooute
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Europe’s second biggest pan-European LCC, easyJet, is 
set to grow seat capacity by an estimated 6% in S19, 
according to The ANKER Report analysis of the latest 
FlightGlobal schedules data. The number of flights 
should grow by around 4.5%, highlighting the greater 
use of the airline’s larger Airbus A320 and A321 variants.  
The average seats per aircraft figure is up from 171 in 
S18 to 173 in S19 while the average sector length is 
estimated to increase from 1,112 kilometres last 
summer to 1,126 kilometres in S19. 

Network of around 950 routes in S19 

Analysis of schedule data for a week in August in 2019 
and 2018 indicates that last summer easyJet was 
operating 902 routes. This has increased in summer 
2019 to 948 routes. However, the net gain of 46 routes 
actually comprises 79 new routes and 33 dropped 
routes. These figures do not include new winter-only 
routes that easyJet may have started during W18/19.  

During the five-month W18/19 period easyJet 
introduced over 50 new routes, including several winter-
only services. Of these around 30 have been continued 
into the summer season. 

45 new routes launching in S19 

The ANKER Report believes that easyJet is launching 45 
new routes in S19, in addition to converting four routes 
from winter-only routes to year-round routes. These 
routes therefore appear as new routes for summer. In 
addition there is another route, between Nantes and 
Bilbao, which launches on 1 April, but does not operate 
during July and August. 

The 45 new routes are spread across 50 airports of 
which 30 are welcoming only one new route. A further 
15 airports are preparing to celebrate two new easyJet 
services this summer. Amsterdam and Bordeaux will 
each have three new easyJet routes, Manchester five, 
Berlin TXL six and Nantes 13. 

Gatwick still #1 airport, Tegel now #2 

easyJet’s main London base at Gatwick will this summer 
offer more than twice as much seat capacity as any other 
easyJet airport. Berlin TXL is already up to second place 
with capacity up 27% this summer. easyJet only made 
the airport a base in January 2018 after the collapse of 
airberlin created opportunities at the German airport.  

Of the airline’s top 15 airports in S19, six are in the UK 
with France, Germany and Switzerland each having two 
airports in the top 15. Maybe surprisingly, Italy (Milan 
MXP) and Spain (Palma de Mallorca) only have one 
airport each in these rankings, along with Amsterdam in 
the Netherlands. 

Berlin TXL is fastest-growing for seats 

Comparing departing seat capacity across the whole of 
the summer season reveals that Berlin TXL will see an 
increase of almost 670,000 additional seats since S18. 
This is almost three times as many as the next fastest-
growing airports; Manchester, Nantes and Basel. Of the 
top 15 fastest-growing easyJet airports by this metric, 
five airports are in France, three are in the UK with two 
each in Germany and Italy. Murcia RMU is included as a 
new airport although, in effect, it is just a replacement 
for Murcia MJV, which closed at the beginning of 2019. 

At the other end of the rankings, the airports with the 
biggest drops in easyJet seat capacity are Berlin SXF, 
Murcia MJV, Milan LIN, Vienna, Aberdeen, Munich and 
Zurich. Linate’s appearance in this list is due to the 
airport closing for a period of three months this summer, 
from the end of July to the end of October. 

French capacity up 10% in S19 

Among easyJet’s five biggest country markets it is the 
French market that will experience the greatest growth 
this summer, with the airline increasing capacity by 10%. 
Germany is second with 8% growth, followed by Spain 
(7%), Italy (4%) and the UK (3%). Iceland (-20%) and 
Austria (-6%) are the only two country markets set to 
record a drop in easyJet capacity this summer. At a city 
level, since last summer easyJet has added just two new 
cities, both in Poland; Gdansk (from Berlin TXL starting 2 
April) and Warsaw (from Basel, Berlin TXL and Geneva 
which all launched in late 2018). Cities no longer served 
are Asturias (flights were from Geneva and London STN) 
and Lublin (served from Milan MXP). 

easyJet growing significantly in France and Berlin TXL in S19, adding 
45 new routes in S19 including 13 from Nantes; Gatwick still #1 
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Austria: The low-cost boom in Vienna is driving rapid 
growth in the Austrian market with passengers in 
January up almost 20% compared with a year earlier. 
Two of the country’s top six airlines were not even 
present in Austria a year ago. Among Lufthansa Group 
airlines, Austrian is growing faster than Eurowings. 

Netherlands: Dutch growth is likely to be modest in 
2019 as Amsterdam recorded 499,446 air transport 
movements in 2018 (it is limited to 500,000). Larger 
aircraft and improved load factors will be the drivers of 
any growth this year. While Ryanair capacity fell easyJet, 
Transavia and Wizz Air all grew capacity in February. 

Germany: There was solid passenger growth of 5% in 
February across Germany’s airports, though three of the 
top 12 airports reported a drop in passengers. The 
collapse of Germania at the beginning of the month will 
have been a factor. Most other leading airlines in the 
German market increased capacity in February. 
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Hannover in Germany is the country’s ninth busiest 
airport handling 6.3 million passengers in 2018, the first 
time it has passed the six million passenger milestone. 
The airport passed the five million passenger mark as 
long ago as 1999, when it accounted for around 3.8% of 
all German airport traffic. Last year that share was just 
2.6%, though this is an improvement on the 2.4% share 
the airport had in 2016. 

8% growth in 2017 and 2018 

In each of the last couple of years the airport has 
recorded growth of around 8%, which was better than 
the average across all German airports. Growth has 
come from international traffic, as domestic demand has 
remained almost unchanged for the last five years at 
around 1.1 million passengers. Lufthansa serves both 
Frankfurt and Munich, while its LCC Eurowings serves 
Stuttgart. 

During the last two years the biggest growth in 
international scheduled capacity has come from 
Eurowings, Condor and Wizz Air. The latter began 
serving Hannover in October 2016 from Kiev IEV and has 
since added flights from Belgrade, Bucharest, Budapest 
and Skopje. 

LOT and Laudamotion new in 2018 

Last summer saw the airport welcome two new carriers, 
Laudamotion and LOT. The former began daily flights to 
Palma de Mallorca, which will resume this summer, 
while the Polish flag-carrier began year-round 12-weekly 
service on the 770-kilometre route from Warsaw WAW.  

Norwegian, which launched Hannover service in S17 
from Alicante, Malaga and Palma de Mallorca will have 
dropped all of these routes by the start of S19.  

Lufthansa/Eurowings lead the way 

Although Lufthansa operates just the two domestic 
routes, its capacity from Hannover in 2018 was still 
marginally greater than that of its in-house LCC, 
Eurowings, despite the latter operating some 20 routes, 
including multiple-daily flights to Palma de Mallorca, 
Stuttgart and Vienna. 

Three new carriers for 2019 

Among a host of new services starting at Hannover this 
summer is the arrival of Finnair from the end of April 
with flights from Helsinki. Initially operating 5-weekly the 
service becomes daily from the beginning of June. 

Two other new carriers for this summer are Nordwind 
Airlines, which begins 5-weekly service from Moscow 
SVO at the end of May and Montenegro Airlines, which 
launches a 2-weekly, seasonal service from Tivat on 2 
May. 

Apart from Helsinki and Tivat, other new destinations 
served this summer are Kavala, Preveza, Samos and 
Zadar (all new routes offered by Condor) and Brindisi 
(served by Eurowings). In addition, Aegean Airlines is 
launching a new route to Thessaloniki, competing with 
Eurowings, while Turkish Airlines is joining SunExpress in 
serving the Turkish capital of Ankara during the peak 
summer period. 

However, routes not served this summer that were 
served last summer include Alicante, Bourgas, Larnaka, 

London STN (flown daily by Eurowings) and Malaga. 
Current schedule data suggests that Hannover’s 
scheduled seat capacity is virtually the same as in S18, 
though flights are expected to increase by around 2%. 

Many major European cities not served 

Despite a good offering of holiday routes, Hannover’s 
route network does not currently include many major 

European cities such as Lisbon, Lyon, Madrid, Milan, 
Nice, Oslo, Rome, Stockholm and Venice. The fact that 
neither easyJet nor Ryanair have ever served the airport 
may have something to do with this. There are also no 
inter-continental long-haul flights to any destinations in 
Asia or North America. According to FlightGlobal 
schedules data, the last such route was to Moncton in 
Canada with Condor in 2006. 

Routes Europe host Hannover finally passes 6 million passenger mark 
in 2018; welcomes Finnair in 2019 but has lost Norwegian routes 
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Portugal: All five of Portugal’s main airports reported 
growth in January, with Faro (+22%) leading the way. 
The country’s three leading airlines (TAP Portugal, 
Ryanair and easyJet) all grew capacity by around 10%.  
Romania: Bucharest reported almost 10% growth in 
January while among the country’s smaller airports Sibiu 

(+34%) did well. Wizz Air is growing while Ryanair 
capacity was down in January. TAROM capacity was up 
9% but is falling further behind Wizz Air. 
United Kingdom: Ten of the top 12 UK airports reported 
growth in January with London LTN and Belfast BFS both 
achieving double-digit growth. The UK’s two busiest 

airports, Heathrow and Gatwick, grew by 3% and 4% 
respectively. Capacity growth was lower than passenger 
growth suggesting further improvements in load factors. 
Three UK carriers, British Airways, Flybe and TUI 
Airways, all saw capacity reductions compared with 
January 2018, while Wizz Air capacity was up 25%. 

http://www.connect-aviation.com/
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Icelandic carrier WOW air began operations from 
Reykjavik KEF in May 2012, initially just offering flights to 
and from European destinations. In its first summer it 
served 14 destinations; Alicante, Basel, Berlin SXF, 
Cologne Bonn, Copenhagen, Kaunas, Krakow, London 
LGW, London STN, Lyon, Paris CDG, Stuttgart, Warsaw 
WAW and Zurich. Four of these (Basel, Cologne Bonn, 
Kaunas and Krakow) were never served again in 
following seasons. The only year-round operations were 
to Berlin SXF, Copenhagen and London LGW, though 
W12/13 also saw the launch of flights to Salzburg. 

European expansion in 2013 

In S13 a further five European routes were launched to 
replace the dropped routes. These were Amsterdam, 
Barcelona, Düsseldorf, Milan MXP and Vilnius. The 
following year saw just a single additional route 
launched, to Stockholm ARN. By then Paris had also 
become a year-round destination. 

US routes launched in 2015 

Rather than relying on pure point-to-point traffic to and 
from Iceland, WOW air decided to try and copy the 
country’s national carrier Icelandair and operate flights 
to North America, creating the opportunity for 
connecting traffic between Europe and North America. 

The first two US routes launched were Boston (March 
2015, 6-weekly) and Baltimore/Washington (May 2015, 
5-weekly). These routes were operated using narrow-
body A321 aircraft. The same summer additional 
European routes were added to Billund, Dublin, Rome 
FCO and Tenerife TFS. 

A330s arrive in 2016 

The airline grew rapidly in 2016 with the addition of two 
Canadian routes (Montreal and Toronto) and two further 
US routes to destinations in California, Los Angeles and 
San Francisco. These two longer routes required the 
airline to acquire widebody A330s.  

WOW air also added another five European destinations 
in S16; Bristol, Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Nice and Stockholm 
VST. This meant that the carrier was serving 26 
destinations that summer. In addition, frequencies were 
increased on many of the airline’s existing routes. A fifth 
US route to New York EWR began in November 2016.  

14 routes launched in last two years; 10 to US 

In the last two years WOW air became extremely 
focussed on US route expansion. From the beginning of 
2017 to the end of 2018 it launched 14 new routes of 
which 10 were to US destinations; Chicago, Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, Dallas/Fort Worth, Detroit, Miami, New York 
JFK, Orlando, Pittsburgh and St. Louis. The other new 
routes were a very short-lived service to Delhi in India, 
plus Brussels, Cork and Tel Aviv. 

Notably, in 2017 no carrier flew between Texas and 
Iceland, but in S18 there were three carriers offering non
-stop flights; American Airlines, Icelandair and WOW air. 

Although seven of the airline’s top 10 routes by seat 
capacity in 2018 were to European destinations, an 
analysis of the leading routes by ASKs (Available Seat 
Kilometres) which also takes into account sector length, 
reveals that WOW air’s top seven routes were all to 
North America.  

Across 2018 European routes accounted for 57% of 
flights, 53% of seats but just 34% of ASKs. Conversely, 
North American routes represented 42% of flights, 45% 
of seats and 64% of ASKs.  

Significant network cuts for 2019 not enough  

The last few months had seen the airline suspend many 
of its most recently launched US routes. The two 
Californian routes were suspended as were the services 
to Cleveland, Cincinnati, Dallas/Fort Worth, New York 
JFK, Pittsburgh and St. Louis. According to FlightGlobal 
schedules data, WOW air was still planning to serve over 
20 destinations in S19, of which four were in the US 
(Baltimore/Washington, Boston, Detroit and Newark) 
and two in Canada. The last flight was on 27 March. 

WOW air’s explosive growth, along with a boom in 
Icelandic tourism, meant that passenger numbers at 
Reykjavik KEF had increased more than fivefold from 1.8 
million in 2009 to 9.8 million just nine years later. It may 
be a while before the airport finally passes 10 million. 

WOW air joins Primera Air in paying the ultimate price for ambitious 
US expansion; helped push Reykjavik to almost 10 million passengers 
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 Europe to India non-stop market reached record high in 2018; IndiGo 
and LOT are new for 2019 but #1 carrier Jet Airways’s future not clear 
Last week saw a new carrier enter the Europe-India 
market when IndiGo, India’s leading domestic carrier 
with 43% of the market in the first two months of 2019
(SpiceJet is second with just under 14% of passengers), 
began service between Delhi and Istanbul IST using its 
A321s. It became the third Indian carrier after Air India 
and Jet Airways to offer non-stop flights to Europe. 

2018 was record year 

According to FlightGlobal schedules data, 2018 was a 
record year for seat capacity on non-stop routes 
between Europe and India, finally beating the previous 
record set in 2008. The market growth of 13% was also 
the highest yearly increase since 2006. 

That growth, equating to 575,000 additional one-way 
seats, was driven primarily by Jet Airways (280,000 
additional seats representing 35% growth), Alitalia (its 
Rome-Delhi service had started in late October 2017), Air 
India (70,000 additional seats), KLM (50,000 additional 
seats thanks to launching Amsterdam to Mumbai service 
in October 2017) and Ukraine International Airlines 
(40,000 additional seats from its new Kiev to Delhi 

service). Jet Airways’s growth was driven by an increase 
in frequency on its Mumbai to London LHR route as well 
as the launch of Bengaluru to Amsterdam, and Chennai 
to Paris CDG services, which both began at the end of 
October 2017. It also began non-stop service between 
Mumbai and Manchester on 5 November 2018. 

Jet Airways facing uncertain future 

In recent weeks Jet Airways has, due to its financial 
problems, grounded a number of its short-haul aircraft 
and cut international flights, mainly to the Middle East. 
However, its European network remains largely intact, 
with the exception of its Mumbai to Manchester route, 
which has apparently been suspended. 

During W18/19 Jet Airways’s European network 
comprised eight routes: Bengaluru to Amsterdam; 
Chennai to Paris CDG; Delhi to Amsterdam and London 
LHR; and Mumbai to Amsterdam, London LHR, 
Manchester and Paris CDG. Based on current schedule 
data, Jet Airways is still expected to be the largest carrier 
between India and Europe in 2019 (with 5% growth), but 
this could easily change in the coming weeks. 

LOT resuming service to India 

Apart from IndiGo, there is another carrier entering the 
market this year. LOT Polish Airlines is planning to begin 
5-weekly service between Warsaw and Delhi on 17 
September, a route it last served in 1992. However, 
Brussels Airlines, which began serving Mumbai 5-weekly 
in March 2017 ended its service to the Indian city at the 
beginning of 2019, with the last service on 6 January. 
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Launched routes 

AnadoluJet, which is a regional subsidiary of Turkish 
Airlines, operating a fleet of some 40 737-800s, started 
two international routes on Thursday 21 March. On that 
day the carrier began 3-weekly service from both 
Diyarbakir and Gaziantep to Erbil in Iraq. Both routes 
operate during the hours of darkness and neither faces 
any direct competition. Turkish Airlines (2-daily) and 
AtlasGlobal (11-weekly) both serve Erbil from Istanbul 
IST, while Pegasus Airlines operates daily flights to the 
Iraqi airport from Istanbul SAW. Most of AnadoluJet’s 
flights are to and from Ankara and Istanbul SAW. Its only 
other international services are to Ercan in Northern 
Cyprus, which it serves from six Turkish airports. 

British Airways recently began 3-weekly service 
between Bremen and Toulouse, two cities where Airbus 
is a major employer. The 1,180-kilometre route will be 
flown Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays by Danish 
franchise partner SUN-AIR using its Dornier 328 Jets. 
Flights depart the German city early in the morning and 
return in the evening. 

Ernest Airlines, which was featured in issue 36 of The 
ANKER Report, launched a 2-weekly service (Tuesdays 
and Saturdays) on 16 March on the 1,750-kilometre 

route between Genoa and Kiev IEV. This became the 
airline’s sixth route to Kiev as it already serves the 
Ukrainian capital from Bologna, Milan BGY, Milan MXP, 
Naples and Rome FCO, all either 2-weekly or 3-weekly. 
The airline faces no competition on this new route. 

Hainan Airlines became the first carrier to offer a non-
stop service from Guiyang in China to western Europe 
with the launch on Sunday 24 March of a weekly service 
to Paris CDG. The 8,780-kilometre sector will be flown by 
the carrier’s 787-9 fleet. This becomes Hainan Airlines’s 
fourth route to the French capital joining Chongqing, 
Shenzhen and Xi’an. This brings to 12 the number of 
Chinese destinations now served non-stop from Paris 
CDG, up from seven in April 2018. Apart from Guiyang, it 
has also welcomed new services to Chongqing, Fuzhou, 
Jinan and Shenzhen in the last 12 months. Last year 
Guiyang Longdongbao International Airport handled 
20.1 million passengers, making it China’s 21st busiest 
airport. 

IndiGo launched its first route to Europe with the 
introduction of daily flights between Delhi and Istanbul 
IST on 20 March. The Indian LCC will use its A321neos on 
the 4,570-kilometre route. For the first few days the 
operation was daily but from 25 March a second daily 
service was added. However, due to airspace closure in 
Pakistan this second frequency will operate with a 
technical stop in Doha on the outbound sector. This is 
now IndiGo’s longest route, beating the 3,960-kilometre 
link between Bengaluru and Hong Kong. IndiGo is 
partnering with Turkish Airlines on the route. The Star 
Alliance carrier already connects Delhi and Istanbul IST 
with daily flights using its 400-seat 777-300ERs. For more 
on developments in the Europe-India market see page 7 
of this issue of The ANKER Report. 

Iraqi Airways now connects Baghdad with Munich on a 
weekly basis. The first flight on the 3,300-kilometre 
route was on Wednesday 20 March and was flown using 
an A320. According to Flightradar24.com the inaugural 
flight was just over two hours late. No other carrier 
connects the two airports. Iraqi Airways’s other western 
European services include Frankfurt and London LGW. 

Jet2.com has become the latest carrier to switch flights 
from the now closed Murcia MJV to Murcia RMU. The 
first of the airline’s seasonal 2-weekly services began 
from Leeds Bradford on 29 March with flights from 
Manchester set to follow on 1 April. Birmingham and 
London STN routes will launch, but not until May 2020. 
Competition on the 1,790-kilometre Leeds Bradford to 
Murcia route comes from Ryanair’s 2-weekly service. 

Loganair has stepped in to take over two routes from 
Newcastle previously operated by flybmi.  On 25 March 
the Scottish carrier began serving Brussels with 10-
weekly flights and Stavanger with 6-weekly flights. 
Neither route faces direct competition, and both will be 
served using the airline’s fleet of ERJ-145s. These are the 
first routes for Loganair from Newcastle. It is worth 
noting that Loganair’s parent company, Airline 
Investments Limited (AIL) was also the parent company 
of flybmi. 

SkyUp Airlines continues to expand its network from 
Kiev IEV. The airline’s newest route is to Larnaka in 
Cyprus. It began service on the 1,740-kilometre route on 
24 March and will operate the route 2-weekly initially, 
increasing to 3-weekly from the beginning of May and 4-
weekly from the start of June. Wizz Air also connects the 
two airports with 4-weekly flights. Ukraine International 
Airlines links Kiev KBP with Larnaka while Ryanair flies 2
-weekly from Kiev KBP to Pafos in Cyprus. 

Wizz Air began four routes from its airports in North 
Macedonia during the last fortnight, two from Ohrid and 
two from Skopje. Malmö and Milan MXP are the new 
destinations from Ohrid. Both will be served 2-weekly, 
on Mondays and Fridays. This brings to five the number 
of destinations served by Wizz Air from the country’s 
second airport (the others being Basel/Mulhouse, 
London LTN and Vienna), with additional routes to 
Dortmund and Memmingen planned for early July. For 
more on Ohrid Airport see page 10 of this issue of The 
ANKER Report. Wizz Air’s new routes from Skopje are to 
Bremen and Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden. These will also be 
served 2-weekly. Unlike Ohrid, Skopje is a designated 
base for Wizz Air and the ULCC will serve 31 destinations 
from the airport in S19, four more than in S18. Apart 
from the two new German routes, there will be two 
additional routes to Larnaka in Cyprus and Turku in 
Finland starting in July. Impressively, since launching 
service from Skopje in October 2012, Wizz Air has not 
dropped any destinations, though it has switched 
airports in three cities, namely Gothenburg, Hamburg 
and Milan. 

Latest European route news 
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 Corsair, which was previously owned by TUI Group, has new German 
owners; Miami route launches in S19 as airline plans Airbus growth 
The Paris-based carrier Corsair (not to be confused with 
another French carrier Air Corsica) recently announced a 
significant change in shareholding. Previously, the 
airline, which operates a fleet of just seven widebody 
aircraft (three 747-400s, two A330-300s and two A330-
200s), had been majority-owned by TUI Group since 
2002, but was the only one of its airlines not to embrace 
the “TUI” name in some form. 

German group is now majority shareholder 

TUI Group has sold 53% of the airline’s shares to 
Germany’s INTRO Aviation, which previously took over 
Deutsche BA (dba) in 2003 (after easyJet had turned 
down the opportunity) and turned it round before selling 
it on to airberlin in 2006. TUI Group will retain a 27% 
share in Corsair, while the airline’s employees have a 
20% share. 

Capacity peaks in July and August 

According to FlightGlobal schedules data the airline’s 
capacity has not really grown this decade. Capacity tends 
to peak in July and August, with capacity relatively stable 
across the rest of the year. The airline’s main routes 

from Paris ORY are to Reunion Island, a French territory 
in the Indian Ocean close to Madagascar, and the 
Caribbean islands of Guadeloupe and Martinique. These 
three routes alone account for almost 60% of the 
airline’s seat capacity in 2018. 

Competition on these routes intensified when LEVEL 
began serving both Fort-de-France and Pointe-à-Pitre. 
Air France already serves all three routes with Air 
Caraibes also serving the Caribbean destinations. French 
bee competes on the Reunion route. 

Dakar dropped for S19 

Earlier this year, on 19 February, Air Senegal replaced 
Corsair in connecting Pars ORY with Dakar, leaving a gap 
in Corsair’s schedule. This will partly be filled by the 
launch of a new 4-weekly service to Miami, starting in 
June. 

Air France, American Airlines and XL Airways France all  
already serve Miami from Paris CDG. This will potentially 
increase the airline’s average sector length still further. 
In 2018 this figure stood at around 6,600 kilometres, 
based on analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data. 

A330s to replace 747s 

The new owners have indicated that they want to 
replace the 747s with more A330s to create a more 
unified fleet, though this may not happen for a year or 
two. It hopes to have grown the fleet to 23 Airbus 
aircraft by 2023, with route expansion planned. 

http://www.shannonairport.ie/gns/business/aviation-development.aspx


 

The ANKER Report  Issue 37: Monday 1 April 2019 10 

Located next to the river Rhine on the border between 
Germany and France, Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden Airport is close 
to the spa town of Baden-Baden and around 40 kilometres 
from both Strasbourg in France and Karlsruhe in Germany. It 
is also some 85 kilometres west of Stuttgart. 

Passenger numbers at the airport have been between 
950,000 and 1.3 million for the last decade, peaking in 2012, 
the year that Ryanair made it its 47th base. Ryanair is now the 
leading carrier at the airport serving over 20 destinations and 
accounting for around two-thirds of annual scheduled seat 
capacity. Its busiest routes are to London STN (served daily 
year-round) and Palma de Mallorca (served daily in summer). 

Eurowings (serving Berlin TXL and Palma), TUI fly Deutschland, 
Pobeda (Moscow VKO flights began in October 2017), Wizz Air 
and Turkish Airlines (summer-only service to Istanbul) are the 
other main carriers at the airport. 

Domestic flights used to generate over 250,000 annual 
passengers on routes to Berlin TXL and Hamburg, but this fell 
to 155,000 in 2017. Eurowings then dropped its Hamburg 
service (previously operated by airberlin and then InterSky) in 
March 2018, replacing it with Berlin TXL flights. The Berlin 
route will see capacity growth in 2019 as A319s will now be 
used primarily instead of Q400s. 

Wizz Air recently began service from Skopje and is planning to 
launch flights from Sibiu in June and Timisoara in September, 
to complement existing routes to Belgrade and Tuzla. 

Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden welcomes over 20 Ryanair services 

Ohrid set for rapid growth in 2019 thanks to Wizz Air expansion 

Zaragoza sees 12% growth in 2018 with London STN the #1 route 

The second busiest airport in North Macedonia is in Ohrid, in 
the south-west of the country on Lake Ohrid, which can also 
be accessed from Albania. The airport, branded as Ohrid St. 
Paul the Apostle Airport, is actually closer to Tirana in Albania 
than Skopje, the capital of North Macedonia.  

Last year saw the airport, operated by TAV of Turkey, handle a 
record 184,000 passengers, an increase of 16% on the 
previous year. Demand is highly seasonal with the airport 
welcoming around 36,000 passengers in July and August but 
only 5,000 passengers during most of the winter months.  

Last year saw several new routes launched; Nordica to Tallinn, 
Onur Air to Istanbul IST and Wizz Air to Vienna. Wizz Air has 
been serving Ohrid since S15 when it began service from 
London LTN (June) and Basel/Mulhouse (July). Another older 
service is Germania Flug’s operation from Zurich. 

This year promises to be another record year. Wizz Air 
recently added routes to Malmö and Milan Malpensa (see 
page 8) and will add new German routes to Dortmund and 
Memmingen in July. More German capacity will come from 
Eurowings, which will start flights to Ohrid in June from 
Stuttgart followed in July by service from Düsseldorf. 
Edelweiss Air is also set to launch service from Zurich in April.  

As a result, according to FlightGlobal schedules data, seat 
capacity at the airport is set to grow by over 150% in 2019, 
helped by charter flights from the Netherlands and Poland. 

Halfway between Madrid and Barcelona (around 270 
kilometres from each) lies the city of Zaragoza, home to a 
population of around 700,000. The city was host of EXPO 
2008 between mid-June and mid-September of that year. 

Last year the airport reported double-digit growth for the first 
time since 2011. That was the year when passenger numbers 
at the airport peaked at some 750,000, and also when 
domestic passengers peaked at just over 300,000 thanks to 
Ryanair doubling its domestic flights from the airport from 
three to six. Three years later domestic passengers had fallen 
to under 100,000. Thanks to the developments of the AVE 
high-speed rail network, flights to Barcelona had ended in 
2004 while Madrid flights ceased in 2010. 

However, in the last two years most of the airport’s growth 
has come from a recovery in domestic traffic as international 
demand has stayed between 300,000 and 330,000 for each of 
the last six years. In 2017 Vueling launched service to Palma 
de Mallorca while 2018 saw Ryanair resume Palma service 
and Vueling start flights to Ibiza. Last year also saw Volotea 
add international routes to Munich and Venice during the 
peak summer months. 

According to Aena statistics, the leading airlines last year were 
Ryanair (227k passengers), Wizz Air (85,701 with routes to 
Bucharest and Cluj Napoca), Vueling (56,529), Air Europa 
(48,173) and Volotea (42,895). The leading routes were 
London STN (88k), Palma (83k) and Milan BGY (62k). 
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 Seven European airports in six different countries pass the 1 million 
passenger mark in 2018; new experience for three of them 
A year ago (in Issue 13/14) The ANKER Report revealed 
that 14 European airports had increased their passenger 
numbers to over one million passengers in 2017, 
including four in Spain and two in Montenegro. Analysis 
of our EATS (European Airports Traffic Statistics) data 
file, which can be downloaded free from www.anker-
report.com, reveals that seven European airports joined 
the one-million passenger club in 2018. 

Airports spread across six countries 

The seven airports were in six different countries; 
Austria (Graz), Bosnia & Herzegovina (Sarajevo), Finland 
(Oulu), Germany (Münster/Osnabrück), Spain (Granada 
and Santander) and Turkey (Gazipasa-Alanya).  

Granada had previously handled over one million 
passengers for four straight years (2006 to 2009) while 
Santander had also previously welcomed over one 
million passengers in a calendar year, in 2010 and 2011. 

Oulu had handled more than one million passengers in 
2012 and 2016 but fell below that mark in 2017 due to 
runway maintenance work spread across the summer 
months.  

Münster/Osnabrück previously served over one million 
passengers from 1996 to 2012, after which passenger 
numbers fell to 787,000 in 2016. For Graz, Sarajevo and 
the relatively new airport at Gazipasa-Alanya (which 
opened for commercial flights in 2010) this is the first 
time they have handled more than one million 
passengers. The 48% growth in traffic at the Turkish 
airport was driven by an 84% increase in international 
passengers (to 631k) as the Turkish tourism market 
continued to recover after its recent downturn. 
However, domestic traffic at the airport was also up by 
22% to 584k. 

Ryanair expands in Santander, Vueling grows Granada 

Ryanair is the leading airline at Santander and it grew 
capacity there by 15% and launched a new international 
route to Budapest in March 2018 as well as benefitting 
from the new Marrakech route which it had started in 
October 2017. On domestic routes, Iberia increased 
capacity on its Madrid route while Vueling also increased 
frequency and capacity on its Barcelona route.  

In Granada, Vueling was the driver of the airport’s 
growth with the carrier launching several new routes 
right at the end of 2017, notably to Bilbao, Gran Canaria, 
Paris CDG and Tenerife TFS. 

Graz benefitted from a first full year of KLM operations 
after it launched Amsterdam service in May 2017. The 
arrival of easyJet on the Berlin TXL route also offset the 
loss of airberlin service, while Laudamotion stepped in 
on the Palma de Mallorca route. 

At Münster/Osnabrück, capacity growth from Eurowings, 
Germania, Laudamotion, Lufthansa and SunExpress 
helped push the airport beyond one million passengers, 
compensating for the loss of NIKI services in 2017 and 
the termination of Turkish Airlines’s seasonal service to 
Istanbul IST, which did not operate in S18. 

Sarajevo benefits from Middle East connections 

Growth of just over 9% was enough to push passenger 
numbers over the one million mark at Sarajevo, the 
airport serving the capital of Bosnia & Herzegovina. 
According to FlightGlobal schedules data, the biggest 
airlines at the airport are Turkish Airlines, Austrian 
Airlines, flydubai and Pegasus Airlines.  

The biggest increases in capacity in 2018 came from 
Qatar Airways and flydubai. The Doha-based carrier had 
begun service in late October 2017 with 4-weekly 
service, while flydubai saw an increase in flights during 
2018, notably in July and August when the carrier 
offered up to 3-daily flights from Dubai. In addition, SAS 
became a new carrier in S18, when it began seasonal 
flights from Copenhagen. 
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compared with S18. Last 
year the carrier ranked 47th 

but has improved its position by no fewer than 10 
places. 

Of the top 40 airlines in Europe, just two are not based 
in Europe. Emirates ranks 29th in S19 but is showing 
virtually no growth on European services. This can be 
explained by the planned runway closure in April and 
May of one of Dubai’s main runways. Last year the 
carrier was the only non-European carrier in the top 40 
but it has been joined in S19 by local rival, Doha-based 
Qatar Airways, which last year ranked 41st but has 
moved up one place.  

US carriers still just outside the top 40 

The three big global US carriers are all just outside the 
top 40 and all are reporting European capacity growth of 
between 5% and 6%. Delta Air Lines leads the way in 
44th place ahead of United Airlines (47th) and American 
Airlines (48th). Also just missing out on the top 40 were 
TUI fly Deutschland (41st), airBaltic (42nd), Iberia 
Express (43rd), fast-growing, Ryanair-owned, Austrian 
carrier Laudamotion (now rebranded as simply Lauda) in 
45th, TUI fly Belgium (46th), Utair (49th) and Widerøe, 
which rounds out the top 50 for a second successive 
year. 

Gone: Germania, WOW air, Primera Air, Cobalt, flybmi 

The biggest airline in S18 that is not present in S19 is 
German leisure carrier Germania, which ceased flying in 
early February 2019. Then comes recently grounded 
WOW air followed by Primera Air, Cobalt and flybmi. In 
addition, regional carriers NextJet of Sweden, SkyWork 
Airlines of Switzerland and VLM also stopped flying in 
2018. Most of these carriers had been around for a few 
years and their demise is troubling for the European 
aviation industry. 

The biggest new carrier in Europe for S19 appears to be 
Ukraine’s SkyUp Airlines. A number of non-European 
carriers have ventured into the European market in S19 
which were not present in S18. These include India’s 
largest domestic airline, IndiGo, which recently began 
service from Delhi to Istanbul. Air Senegal is another 
new carrier in Europe having started flights from Dakar 
to Paris CDG on 1 February.  

The sustained growth in Chinese traffic has enabled four 
Chinese carriers to launch their first flights to Europe. 
Juneyao Airlines will serve Helsinki from Shanghai 
starting at the end of June, Shanghai Airlines will serve 
Budapest from Shanghai from 7 June, Shenzhen Airlines 
connects Shenzhen with London LHR since the start of 
W18/19, while Tibet Airlines will connect Jinan with 
Helsinki from 8 April.  

WOW air collapse cuts Iceland seats by almost 30% 

Looking at the 42 countries that FlightGlobal defines as 
being in Europe (Monaco has been ignored as it only has 
helicopter flights), seven are reporting a drop in summer 
seat capacity compared with S18. This includes three of 
the top 15 markets where Turkish capacity is down very 
slightly, Norway seats are down around 1% and Swedish 
capacity is down around 1.5%. More significant capacity 
cuts of around 5% are currently predicted for Bulgaria, 
Slovakia and Slovenia. It should be noted that in S18 
Slovenia was the fastest-growing country market. 

However, by far the biggest drop in capacity will be seen 
in Iceland, where the recent failure of WOW air looks set 
to leave the country with around a 27% drop in seats 
compared with S18. For more on WOW air and its 
impact on the Icelandic market see page 6. In addition, 
the grounding of Boeing’s 737 MAXs may have a further 
impact on the market as Icelandair has six of the type. 

Gibraltar bounces back 

The three fastest-growing country markets in percentage 
terms are all in the bottom four of country markets 
based on size of market. Gibraltar’s almost 22% growth 
comes after the country suffered a major decline in S18 
following the collapse of Monarch Airlines at the end of 
2017. Most of this growth is down to British Airways 
increasing frequency on routes from Heathrow and 
Gatwick, but easyJet has also started a new route from 
London LTN.  

The only other country markets showing growth of at 
least 15% in S19 are North Macedonia and Bosnia & 
Herzegovina. Wizz Air is the driver of growth in the 
former, while new carrier FlyBosnia is the key 
contributor to growth in the latter, according to 

FlightGlobal schedules data. The carrier plans a number 
of direct routes from Sarajevo to destinations in Europe 
and the Middle East with a small fleet of Airbus A319s, 
the first of which it has recently received. 

The UK remains the leading European country market, 
notwithstanding the uncertainty around Brexit, which 
has been delayed for at least two weeks from its planned 
implementation on 29 March. Spain has this summer 
overtaken Germany for second place for scheduled seat 
capacity. Italy and France have both overtaken Turkey in 
S19, though expect Turkey to bounce back once its new 
airport in Istanbul is fully operational. 

Vueling and Wizz Air lead seasonality rankings 

A comparison among the top 15 airlines of seat capacity 
offered in August (typically the peak summer month) 
against that offered in February, reveals the difference in 
seasonality among the airlines. Since August has 31 days 
and February only 28 days, the average daily seat 
capacity has been calculated to avoid the additional 
distortion in figures.  

The top five airlines for seasonality are all (U)LCCs with 
only Norwegian and Pegasus Airlines languishing among 
the legacy carriers. Their relatively low seasonality can 
be explained by a high proportion of domestic traffic 
which both airlines cater to, which is inherently less 
seasonal than international traffic. Vueling and Wizz Air 
are the only major carriers to offer over 50% more daily 
seats in August 2019 than they did in February 2019. 

Among the major legacy carriers, Turkish Airlines 
appears to be the most seasonal in 2019 with SAS, again, 
the least. While SAS’s similarity in capacity in February 

and August may be surprising, for SAS, September and 
October are both much busier months than August. As a 
result, SAS’s seat capacity in October is 31% higher than 
in January with both months having 31 days.  

New airports for Istanbul and Murcia 

The ANKER Report has identified a number of European 
airports that will have scheduled services this summer 
but did not have any last summer according to 
FlightGlobal schedules data. Leading the way is the new 
airport in Istanbul. However, since it will retain the old 
airport’s code of IST once fully operational, this does not 
show up so obviously as a new airport. In Murcia the 
new Corvera Airport, which opened earlier this year, 
does have a different code (RMU) compared with the 
airport it replaces, Murcia San Javier (MJV). 

Carlisle Lake District Airport in the north-west of the UK 
was noted this time last year as a new airport for S18. 
However, for a number of reasons the opening of the 
airport was pushed back more than once. It is now 
hoped that flights operated by Loganair to Belfast BHD, 
Dublin and London SEN will begin on 4 July. 

Two airports that welcomed scheduled flights in S18 that 
no longer have such services in S19 are Maribor in 
Slovenia and Pori in Finland. The former was served 
rather briefly in 2018 by VLM from Munich while the 
latter was served by NextJet from Helsinki and 
Stockholm ARN. 

Overall, growth in S19 looks likely to be below that seen 
in S18. Hopefully there will be no further airline failures, 
but that can not be ruled out and the uncertainty of 
when Boeing’s MAX fleet can fly again is not helpful. 

continued from page 1 


