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With the UK having failed to implement Brexit on 29 March 
(despite the repeated assurances of the Prime Minister that a 
delay was unacceptable), the UK aviation industry can at least 
breath a sigh of relief, at least for now. Despite various 
scenarios having been mentioned, including extreme ones 
where all flights to and from the EU were suspended for 
regulatory reasons, the reality is that this summer’s schedules 
have been implemented on the assumption of status quo. Even 
if some sort of Brexit had been agreed by the UK parliament, 
the latest signs from Brussels were that aviation services would 
continue to operate pretty much as before, which is reassuring 
given that the UK still plans to leave the EU some time this 
summer, and definitely (maybe) by the end of October.  

International capacity set to grow around 3% in 2019 

Based on The ANKER Report analysis of Cirium Data and 
Analytics, international seat capacity from UK airports looks set 
to grow by around 2.7% in 2019, which is 50% more than in 
2018, when international capacity grew by just 1.8%, the lowest 
growth since 2012. Focussing just on the key summer period 
(April to October) capacity growth is currently 2.6%. Capacity 
has increased every year since 2010. However, it is interesting 
to note that, following the global economic recession of 2009, it 
took the UK six years to beat the capacity figure recorded in 
2008. Since 2008, only once, in 2016, has international capacity 
grown by more than 5%. 

Spain still #1; German market down 5% 

Analysis of the leading country markets in S19 shows that Spain 
is still by far the biggest country market from the UK, with over 
twice as many seats available to Spanish destinations as there 
are to US destinations, the UK’s second biggest market. Nine of 
the top 15 country markets (and five of the top six) are showing 
modest growth of between 0% and 3%. The German market is 

showing a 5% reduction in capacity. However, while British 
Airways, easyJet and Lufthansa are all growing modestly in the 
market, Ryanair and Eurowings have cut capacity between the 
UK and Germany by 15% and 20% respectively. Over 20 routes 
have been suspended between the two countries while only 
seven have been added. 

The two other top 15 country markets which have seen 
capacity cuts this summer are UAE and Canada. In the case of 
the UAE the reduction is not due to Emirates (which is actually 
increasing capacity despite a temporary reduction in runway 
capacity in Dubai), but due to Etihad Airways’s cut in capacity (it 
dropped flights to Edinburgh), and Virgin Atlantic’s decision to 

drop its Dubai service. The Canadian market is down primarily 
because of Air Canada and Air Transat both reducing flights and 
the collapse of Primera Air. British Airways and WestJet have 
both increased UK-Canada capacity this summer. 

Turkey, Portugal and Greece booming 

Among the top 15 country markets, Greece (+8%) and Portugal 
(+9%) are performing well above average, with almost all Greek 
airports seeing their UK capacity increasing. In Portugal, Lisbon 
(17% more seats), Porto (10% more) and Faro (9% more) are all 
proving increasingly popular it would seem with UK passengers.  

However, capacity on flights to Turkey is up a massive 20%, 
driven by leisure demand to popular resorts along the 
Mediterranean. Dalaman capacity is up 22%, Antalya is up 26%, 
Bodrum 30% and Izmir a massive 69%. The two UK airlines 
responsible for 60% of this growth are Jet2.com and TUI 
Airways, with the former having recently launched its first ever 
flights to Izmir. 

Along with Turkey, a couple of other 
popular tourist markets are also 
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Welcome 

The UK is still the largest aviation 
market in Europe with its airports 
handling over 295 million passengers in 
2018. Concerns that the Brexit process 
may somehow deter air travel to and 
from the UK have so far proved 
unfounded. In this issue we look in 
detail at what the schedule data for the 
whole of this summer tells us about 
how airlines have responded. 

Elsewhere, we reveal how many 
airports in Europe have ever welcomed  
A380 operations, with Scotland’s 
Glasgow becoming the latest. We also 
examine the rapid growth of Greece’s 
leading carrier, Aegean Airlines, and 
bring you news and analysis of almost 
150 new routes launched across 
Europe during the last three weeks. 

Ralph Anker 
ralph@anker-report.com 

http://www.adr.it/web/aeroporti-di-roma-en-/bsn-route-development?utm_source=the%20anker%20report&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=aviation
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The Airbus A380 made its maiden test flight on 27 April 
2005 and went into commercial service with Singapore 
Airlines on 25 October 2007. London LHR became the 
first European airport to welcome the type in 2008 when 
Singapore Airlines began using the aircraft on its 
Singapore route and Emirates began using the aircraft on 
its Dubai route. 

Until the beginning of this year, a total of 21 European 
airports had regularly welcomed A380 services, with a 
significant proportion operated by Emirates. On the 
evening of 16 April, Glasgow became the 22nd European 
airport to welcome the A380, when Emirates replaced its 
2-daily 777-300ER service to the Scottish city with a daily 
A380 service. This move was prompted by the closing of 
the Southern Runway in Dubai for 45 days starting on 16 
April. However, it should be noted, that when Dubai 
returns to two-runway operations, the Glasgow route 
will again be served 2-daily, but one of the daily 
frequencies will continue to be operated by an A380. 

A380 growth has slowed in last two years 

Looking at the number of A380 flights from European 
airports since 2008 shows a steady growth, with 
increases of between 2,800 and 5,000 extra flights each 
year from 2011 to 2016. However, in 2017 there were 
only an additional 2,200 A380 flights from Europe. In 
2018 there was virtually no growth and in 2019 it is 
estimated that there will be just under 700 additional 
A380 flights from European airports.  

Looking at just summer 2019 (April to October) the 
number of A380 flights in Europe is set to grow by 
around 4%, thanks to 5% growth from Emirates and 20% 
to 30% growth from its Middle East rivals, Etihad Airways 
and Qatar Airways. The closure of one of Dubai’s main 
runways has probably helped boost the aircraft’s use on 
some routes. 

New European A380 airport every year except 2013 

Since Heathrow became the first European airport to 
welcome A380 operations in 2008, at least one new 
European airport has welcomed such operations every 
year since, with the notable exception of 2013. The year 
when each airport began receiving regular scheduled 
A380 services (as opposed to the occasional one-off) are: 

2008: London LHR 

2009: Paris CDG 

2010: Frankfurt, Manchester, Zurich 

2011: Munich, Rome FCO 

2012: Amsterdam, Moscow DME 

2014: Barcelona, London LGW, Milan MXP 

2015: Copenhagen, Düsseldorf, Madrid 

2016: Birmingham, Prague, Vienna  

2017: Nice 

2018: Athens, Hamburg 

2019: Glasgow 

Of these 22 airports, five are in the UK, four are in 
Germany, two are in France, Italy and Spain, with one 
each in Austria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Greece, 
Netherlands, Russia and Switzerland. 

UK routes lead the way 

Of the top six A380 routes involving European airports, 
five use UK airports with Heathrow-Dubai (served by 
both British Airways and Emirates with A380s) leading 
the way followed by Heathrow-Singapore, Paris CDG-
Dubai, Heathrow-Abu Dhabi, Gatwick-Dubai and finally 
Manchester-Dubai. 

Apart from Glasgow-Dubai becoming a new A380 route, 
there are three other European routes served this 
summer with A380s on which the type was not used in 
S18. These are Frankfurt-Doha (operated by Qatar 
Airways), Hamburg-Dubai (operated by Emirates) and 
Paris CDG-Atlanta (operated by Air France). 

This brings to 63 the number of airport-pairs involving 
European airports on which the A380 operates in S19. 
However, Air France no longer operates the type on its 
routes from Paris CDG to Abidjan (Ivory Coast) or 
Johannesburg. According to Cirium Data and Analytics 
Norwegian used Hi Fly’s “Save the coral reefs” A380 10 
times on its Gatwick-New York JFK service in S18. 

Glasgow becomes newest A380 airport in Europe; now 22 airports in 
Europe welcoming world’s largest passenger aircraft in summer 2019 
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France: Passenger growth in March across France’s 
busiest airports was close to 6%, thanks to 7% growth at 
the country’s busiest airport at Paris CDG. All the top 12 
airports reported growth, with three airports even 
recording double-digit growth. Nantes just edged out  
Lyon and Bordeaux to be the fastest-growing airport. 

Among LCCs in the French market, easyJet, Transavia 
and Volotea are growing their presence while Ryanair 
and Vueling have cut capacity since last March. 
Norway: The country’s top six airports all reported 
growth in March, averaging 5% across all airports. 
Among airlines, SAS increased capacity (+14%) much 

more quickly than nearest rival Norwegian (+4%). Both 
Ryanair and Wizz Air reduced capacity versus last March. 
Sweden: The introduction of an aviation tax last year has 
been ‘successful’ in that passenger numbers are down 
6.5% in March, with the top five airports all reporting a 
drop in demand. 
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Aegean Airlines (IATA code A3) began commercial 
services in May 1999 with domestic routes from Athens 
to Heraklion and Thessaloniki using two Avro RJ 100s. 
Rhodes and Chania flights were added the following 
month. Joining forces with Air Cronus in 2001 meant that 
international flights were now offered.  

In 2005 the airline became a Lufthansa partner and in 
2010 Aegean became a member of Star Alliance. In 2013 
the airline acquired Olympic Air which became a fully-
owned subsidiary. Today Olympic Air (IATA code OA) 
operates almost exclusively on domestic routes, leaving 
Aegean to focus on international  services. 

Just four international routes in 2006 

According to Cirium Data and Analytics, Aegean was 
operating just three international routes from Athens in 
2004, to Milan LIN, Munich and Rome FCO. Munich 
flights were replaced by Larnaka in 2005 and Sofia 
service was added in 2006.  

Since 2006 the airline’s international network growth 
from Athens has been rapid, as shown in the table 
below. In 2014 16 new destinations were added, 
followed by another 15 in 2015 and  another 15 in 2016. 
During that same period just six routes were dropped. 

Seat capacity growth fell to just 4% in 2017 and less than 
1% in 2018, but still the new routes kept coming, with six 
in 2017 and 12 in 2018. In 2018 Larnaka flights were 
transferred to Olympic Air. 

7% capacity growth in 2019; seven new routes 

International seat capacity for Aegean from Athens this 
summer is up 11%, and up 7% for the whole of 2019 
based on analysis of current schedule data from Cirium 
Data and Analytics. Six routes have been dropped for 
this summer; Cluj Napoca, Genoa, Kuwait City, Tehran, 
Turin and Zadar. 

However, there are also seven new routes. These are to 
Casablanca, Ibiza, Marrakech, Sarajevo, Skopje, Tunis 
and Valencia. Skopje services launched last November, 
but the remaining routes are all starting during S19. 

Aegean also operates 38 international routes this 
summer from other Greek airports, but mostly at low 
frequency. There are 15 routes from Heraklion, 10 from 
Thessaloniki, seven from Rhodes and six from Kalamata. 

Aegean’s fleet this summer comprises 49 A320-series 
aircraft according to planespotters.net; a single A319, 37 
A320s and 11 A321s. Of these, three A321s were 
delivered in 2018. So far the airline has resisted the 
temptation to enter the long-haul market. Its current 
longest sector among its 80 international routes from 
Athens is the 2,995-kilometre sector to Marrakech, 
which launched with 2-weekly service on 16 April. Izmir, 
at 285 kilometres, is the shortest international route. 

Aegean Airlines serves 80 international destinations from Athens this 
summer up from just four in 2006; still not tempted to try long-haul 

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics schedule data for May 2004 to September 2019. 

Year Non-stop international destinations added Non-stop international destinations no longer served 

2005 Larnaka Munich 

2006 Sofia  

2007 Bucharest, Cairo, Frankfurt, Milan MXP, Munich Milan LIN 

2008 London STN, Tirana  

2009 Barcelona, Berlin TXL, Brussels, Düsseldorf, Istanbul, Pafos, Paris CDG, Venice VCE  

2010 Belgrade, London LHR, Madrid, Tel Aviv, Vienna Bucharest, London STN, Pafos, Sofia 

2011 Bologna, Moscow DME, Strasbourg Belgrade, Cairo, Tirana 

2012 Budapest, Kuwait City, Prague, Tbilisi Berlin TXL, Bologna 

2013 Baku, Berlin TXL, Geneva, Kiev IEV, Lyon, London STN, Manchester, St. Petersburg, Warsaw Kuwait City 

2014 Abu Dhabi, Amman, Beirut, Belgrade, Birmingham, Bucharest, Catania, Copenhagen, Hamburg, Izmir,  
Marseille, Nantes, Sofia, Stockholm ARN, Tirana, Zurich 

Baku, London STN 

2015 Alexandria, Bordeaux, Cairo, Dubrovnik, Helsinki, Malta, Oslo, Pafos, Pisa, Riyadh, Sharm El-Sheikh, Tallinn, 
Tehran, Toulouse, Yerevan 

Abu Dhabi 

2016 Amsterdam, Bari, Dublin, Jeddah, Kiev KBP, Krakow, Lille, Lisbon, Ljubljana, Luxembourg, Naples, Nice,  
Palma de Mallorca, Riga, Split 

Kiev IEV, Pafos, Sharm El-Sheikh 

2017 Edinburgh, Hannover, Kassel-Calden, Kuwait City, Podgorica, Stuttgart Ljubljana, Oslo, Palma de Mallorca, Riga 

2018 Basel, Bologna, Cluj-Napoca, Genoa, Lamezia Terme, Malaga, Palermo, Porto, Turin, Verona, Zadar, Zagreb Birmingham, Kassel-Calden, Larnaka (op by OA) 

2019 Casablanca, Ibiza, Marrakech, Sarajevo, Skopje, Tunis, Valencia Cluj-Napoca, Genoa, Kuwait City, Tehran, Turin, Zadar 

Aegean Airlines’s international network developments from Athens 2005-2019 
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Italy: Demand was up just over 5% across all Italian 
airports in March. Bari’s impressive growth was because 
the airport was closed for the first eight days of March in 
2018 for runway maintenance work, so distorting this 
year’s comparison. Elsewhere, Bologna and Milan MXP 
both recorded growth of just over 11%. Most of the 

leading airlines in Italy showed little change compared 
with March 2018, with the notable exception of Air Italy, 
which has grown its capacity by almost 80%. Volotea 
(+13%) and easyJet (+8%) also grew significantly. 
Switzerland: Swiss airports reported combined traffic 
growth of around 3% in March, with Basel registering an 

11% increase in passengers. Eurowings is the fastest-
growing airline in capacity terms (+23%). 
Turkey: Traffic across all Turkish airports was down 5% 
in March with Adana, Ankara and Izmir all reporting 
significant drops. However, holiday demand should 
boost traffic in the upcoming peak summer months. 

http://www.shannonairport.ie/gns/business/aviation-development.aspx
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Launched routes 

Aegean Airlines now serves Morocco. The Star Alliance 
member began service from Athens to Casablanca 
(weekly from 18 April) and Marrakech (2-weekly from 16 
April) using its fleet of A320s. The 2,890-kilometre route 
to Casablanca is already served 2-weekly by Royal Air 
Maroc (a route it launched on 4 April 2019), while the 
slightly longer 2,990-kilometre route to Marrakech is 
already served 2-weekly since last October by Ryanair. 
As a result, the number of scheduled weekly flights 
between Athens and Morocco has increased from zero 
in S18 to seven in S19. Both of these new Aegean 
Airlines services operate during the night, departing 
Athens after 21:00 and arriving in Morocco after 
midnight. The return flights leave after 01:00 arriving 
back in the Greek capital between 07:00 and 08:00. 
These are the first of six new international routes being 
launched by Aegean Airlines this summer, with the 
other four new routes starting in June. For more on 
Aegean Airlines’s network development during the last 
decade from Athens, see our airline profile on page 4. 
Elsewhere on the airline’s network, a new route 
between Rhodes and Tel Aviv in Israel was launched on 
18 April. Operating 2-weekly, Aegean Airlines faces 
competition from El Al (4-weekly), Corendon Airlines 
Europe (3-weekly) and Israir (2-weekly) according to 
Cirium Data and Analytics. The number of international 
routes offered by Aegean Airlines (and its subsidiary 
Olympic Air) from Rhodes has fallen from nine in S18 to 
seven in S19. Although it has started Tel Aviv flights it 
has suspended service to Beirut, Moscow DME and St. 
Petersburg. 

Aer Lingus on 17 April resumed service between Cork 
and Nice. Previously served between S05 and S14, the 
1,480-kilometre route is now flown using the airline’s 
A320s every Wednesday and Sunday until the end of the 
summer season. No other carrier connects these two 
airports. For Cork this becomes a fifth French destination 
after Bordeaux (with Ryanair), Carcassonne (with 
Ryanair), Paris CDG (with both Aer Lingus and Air 
France) and Rennes (with Aer Lingus). Apart from Nice, 
Aer Lingus will also add a new route from Cork to 
Dubrovnik (starting 4 May) and resumed year-round 
service to Lisbon on 26 October 2018. However, 
seasonal service to Düsseldorf (launched in 2016) has 
been dropped for S19, while year-round flights to 
Newcastle ceased at the end of September 2018. 
Another UK route to Southampton, flown on Aer 
Lingus’s behalf by Stobart Air, will operate for the final 
time on 19 May. Overall, Aer Lingus’s capacity from Cork 
this summer is almost unchanged from last summer. 
However, its share of capacity will fall from 58% in S18 to 
53% in S19 as other carriers such as Ryanair (+23%), Air 
France (+74%) and SWISS (+52%) are growing their Cork 
capacity. 

French carrier Aigle Azur launched its first route to 
Ukraine on 18 April. The airline now connects Paris ORY 
and Kiev KBP 3-weekly using its A320s. The 2,100-
kilometre route is not served by any other carrier. 
However, both Air France and Ukraine International 
Airlines offer 2-daily flights between Paris CDG and Kiev 
KBP. Aigle Azur’s service departs the French capital at 

22:00 arriving in Ukraine at 02:10 the following morning. 
The return flights leave Kiev at 04:30 getting back to Orly 
at 07:00. This summer Aigle Azur will serve 17 
destinations from Paris ORY including cities in Algeria, 
Brazil, China, Germany, Italy, Lebanon, Mali, Portugal, 
Russia and now Ukraine. However, service to Berlin TXL, 
a route which was only launched in December 2017, 
looks set to end on 19 June. 

Air Canada has taken over operations between Toronto 
and Vienna from fellow Star Alliance carrier Austrian 
Airlines as of 29 April. The Canadian flag-carrier will use 
a mix of 787-8s and 787-9s on the route. Austrian 
Airlines used 767-300s on the route and only operated 
the route 6-weekly, whereas Air Canada will operate a 
daily service. As a result, weekly seat capacity between 
the two cities will increase by 50% according to schedule 
information from Cirium Data and Analytics. This is one 
of two new European routes for Air Canada in S19, the 
other being Montreal to Bordeaux, which was scheduled 
to launch on 15 June using the airline’s 737 MAX 8s. 
However, Cirium Data and Analytics now shows the 
route launching on 1 July, but still using 737 MAX 8s. 
Given the uncertainty over the resumption of MAX 
flights, this may yet change. 

Air Italy now connects its growing base at Milan MXP 
with Cagliari on the island of Sardinia. The service will 
operate 2-daily or 3-daily for the rest of the summer 
using the airline’s 737-800s. easyJet has been connecting 
these two airports year-round since October 2007 with 
up to 16-weekly flights during the peak summer period. 
Ryanair connects Milan BGY with Cagliari with 3-daily 
flights, while Alitalia operates multiple-daily flights 
between Milan LIN and Cagliari. These will transfer to 
Malpensa during the period this summer when Linate is 
closed for runway maintenance. 

Air Moldova has enhanced its route network with the 
addition of service from Chisinau to Nice. Launched on 
26 April with 2-weekly flights using the airline’s A319s, 
frequency on the 1,740-kilometre route increases to 3-
weekly from early June. No other carrier operates this 
route. This is the first of three new routes for Air 
Moldova in S19 with flights to Thessaloniki beginning in 
May and London LGW in June. However, according to 
schedule information from Cirium Data and Analytics, Air 
Moldova is not serving 11 airports in S19 that it did 
serve in S18; Antalya, Athens, Brussels BRU, Bucharest, 
Dalaman, Dubai, Ekaterinburg, Heraklion, Kiev KBP, 
Sharm El-Sheikh and Tivat. 

Alitalia now connects the capital of Italy with the capital 
of the USA. On 2 May the Italian flag-carrier began 5-
weekly service between Rome FCO and Washington IAD. 
It last served Washington from Milan MXP in September 

2006. The SkyTeam carrier’s A330-200s will fly the route, 
which is already served daily by Star Alliance member 
United Airlines. Alitalia will now serve six US airports in 
S19 from Rome as it already flies to Boston, Chicago, Los 
Angeles, Miami and New York JFK. American Airlines 
operates to Rome from five US airports, United Airlines 
from three and Delta Air Lines from three. In addition, 
Norwegian now serves four US airports from Rome 
having recently added Boston service.  

On 17 April, just in time for Easter, Alitalia began two 
new domestic routes between Rome FCO and Sardinia. 
Services between Sardinia and the two main Italian cities 
of Rome and Milan are controlled by Public Service 
Obligation (PSO) rules which allow governments to 
subsidise routes involving remote communities where 
alternative transport modes either do not exist or are 
too expensive or time-consuming. With Sardinia being 
an island, these rules have been permitted by the EU on 
these routes. The contract for these routes is regularly 
renewed allowing different carriers to bid for them. For 
example, in November 2017 Blue Air took over the 
Rome FCO to Alghero route from Alitalia but now the 
Italian flag-carrier has returned to the route replacing 
the Romanian-based carrier. Sardinia-based Meridiana 
(now operating as Air Italy) has operated the Rome FCO 
to Olbia route for many years. However, for this summer 
Alitalia won the right to operate the subsidised route, 
after which Air Italy said it would operate the route 
without subsidy thus trumping Alitalia. However, Alitalia 
then offered to do the same, so for a period over Easter 
both carriers were operating 3-daily flights without 
subsidy, guaranteeing that neither carrier can make 
money on the route. Air Italy indicated that this was 
unsustainable and would pull off the route, but local 
groups in Sardinia it seems are against the state-owned 
(and still financially troubled) Alitalia in effect driving Air 
Italy off the route. A check on Air Italy’s website on 29 

Latest European route news 
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April however, does indicate that Air Italy is no longer 
offering service on the route. 

American Airlines on 3 May began daily service between 
Chicago and Athens. It will operate 787-8s on the 8,800-
kilometre route and faces no competition. The US carrier 
also serves the Greek capital with daily flights from 
Philadelphia. This is the latest of nine new European 
routes American Airlines will be launching during 2019. 
As in S18, American Airlines will serve seven European 
cities from Chicago in S19, with Athens replacing 
Manchester in the airline’s network. Athens is now 
linked non-stop to four US airports; New York EWR 
(Emirates and United Airlines), New York JFK (Delta Air 
Lines and Norwegian), Philadelphia and now Chicago. 

Austrian Airlines began non-stop service from Vienna to 
Montreal on 29 April. This was facilitated by the airline 
handing over its Toronto service to Air Canada (see 
above). Austrian Airlines last served the Quebec city in 
October 2005, since when Air Transat operated a 
summer-only, seasonal service between S07 and S11. 
Apart from swopping Toronto for Montreal, Austrian 
Airlines’s only other long-haul network change for S19 
has been the dropping of its Hong Kong service. 
However, with increases, notably on its Chicago, Los 
Angeles, New York JFK and Tokyo NRT routes, the 
airline’s long-haul capacity from Vienna this summer is 

up around 2% compared with S18. Vienna becomes the 
32nd European airport to be served non-stop from 
Montreal this summer. 

Belavia now serves three airports in Moscow with the 
introduction of 2-daily flights from Minsk to Moscow 
SVO. Last served in January 2012, this new route (which 
is already served 5-daily by Aeroflot) complements the 
airline’s existing 44-weekly service from Minsk to 
Moscow DME and 2-daily service from Minsk to 
Moscow ZIA. Also linking Minsk and Moscow is Utair, 
which offers 2-daily service to Moscow VKO. Belavia will 
operate E195s on the 680-kilometre route to 
Sheremetyevo. Total seat capacity between Minsk and 
Moscow looks set to grow by around 8% this summer, 
primarily as a result of Belavia’s new service. 

Buta Airways, the low-cost subsidiary of Azerbaijan 
Airlines, began 2-weekly flights (Tuesdays and Fridays) 
between Baku and Kharkiv in Ukraine on 3 May. The 
1,500-kilometre route is not served by any other carrier 

and will be flown by the airline’s E190 fleet. Despite also 
adding a new route to Odessa in mid-May, total 
scheduled seat capacity between Baku and Ukraine is 
expected to drop by around 10% this summer, due to 
capacity cuts on the Kiev KBP route by both Azerbaijan 
Airlines and Ukraine International Airlines. 

German leisure carrier Condor has recently added six 
new routes from German airports. Between 19 April and 
2 May, the airline added four new routes from 
Düsseldorf, its second busiest base in Germany after 
Frankfurt; Barcelona, Cagliari, Kefalonia and Naples, are 
all served either weekly or 2-weekly. Barcelona is a new 
destination for Condor. Eurowings already serves three 
of these routes (Kefalonia being the exception), while 
Vueling (to Barcelona) and Lauda (to Naples) are also in 
these markets. Condor is also adding new routes from 
Düsseldorf to Volos (4 May), Samos (9 June) and Zadar 
(10 June). However, while adding seven routes this 
summer it has also dropped service from the German 
airport to Bourgas, Ibiza, Larnaka, Marsa Alam, 
Monastir, Sitia, Thessaloniki and Varna according to 
analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics. The airline’s other 
two recently launched routes are Hamburg to Kalamata 
(weekly from 3 May) and Hannover to Lamezia Terme (2
-weekly from 3 May). The latter is one of five new routes 
for Condor from Hannover this summer, though four 
routes have been dropped (Bourgas, Dubai DWC, 
Larnaka and Varna). 

Corendon Airlines Europe (IATA code XR) is expanding in 
Germany. From 12 April the carrier has based an aircraft 
at Münster/Osnabrück, an airport that was hit hard by 
the collapse earlier this year of Germania. A total of 10 
routes will be served; three in Turkey (operated as 
Corendon Airlines), three each in Greece (Heraklion, Kos 
and Rhodes) and Spain (Fuerteventura, Gran Canaria 
and Tenerife TFS), and one in Egypt (Hurghada). These 
routes will generate a total of 17 weekly frequencies. 
During the first three days of May the carrier also 
launched four new routes from Cologne Bonn to Gran 
Canaria, Kos, Palma de Mallorca and Rhodes. All four 
routes are already served by TUI fly Deutschland, 
Eurowings serves three of the routes and Ryanair two 
(Gran Canaria and Palma de Mallorca). Corendon 
Airlines Europe has also recently started weekly flights 

Latest European route news 
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from four German airports (Düsseldorf, Frankfurt, 
Leipzig and Munich) to the west African city of Banjul in 
The Gambia. None of these routes are served by any 
other carrier and will be operated by the airline’s 737-
800s. 

easyJet began 2-weekly service (Tuesdays and 
Saturdays) between London LGW and Zadar on 30 April. 
Having recently started serving the Croatian airport from 
Berlin TXL, easyJet now serves Zadar from five airports, 
the others being Berlin SXF, London LTN and Milan MXP. 
As a result, easyJet’s capacity to Zadar has more than 
doubled in S19 compared with S18. easyJet now serves 
four airports in Croatia from Gatwick. It already serves 
Dubrovnik (since May 2009), Pula (since June 2015) and 
Split (since May 2006). It also served Zagreb from 
London LGW between February 2011 and October 2014. 

El Al now serves Thessaloniki in Greece from its Tel Aviv 
hub. A 2-weekly (Thursdays and Sundays) service was 
launched on 14 April using 737-800s. The 1,420-
kilometre route is already served by Aegean Airlines (4-
weekly), Ryanair (3-weekly), Corendon Airlines Europe 
(2-weekly) and Israir (weekly). Although operating with 
El Al flight numbers (LY 5147/5148) the service is 
actually operated by Air Explore on behalf of Sun d’Or, 
the leisure arm of El Al. 

Eurowings has added four new routes to its network, the 
most significant of which is a 27-weekly service between 
Berlin TXL and Munich which began on 1 May. Parent 
company Lufthansa already flies this 480-kilometre 
route over 100 times weekly, but Eurowings appears to 
be responding to the fact that easyJet is also serving the 
market with 50-weekly flights. This is a route where 
airberlin used to be Lufthansa’s biggest competitor, until 
the airline collapsed at the end of 2017. The three other 
new routes are all low-frequency international routes; 
Düsseldorf to Genoa (a weekly Saturday service flown 
with Q400s launched on 13 April), Hamburg to Jerez (a 
weekly Sunday service flown with 737-800s operated by 
TUI fly Deutschland launched on 28 April and competing 
with Condor’s 2-weekly service) and Nuremberg to Split 
(a 2-weekly service flown with 737-800s operated by TUI 
fly Deutschland and launched on 2 May). While Split is 
served by Eurowings from eight other German airports 
and Jerez is also served from Cologne Bonn and 
Düsseldorf, Genoa is a new destination for Eurowings.  

Finnair made Hannover its seventh destination in 
Germany with the introduction on Monday 29 April of 5-
weekly flights from Helsinki. The 1,280-kilometre route 
is not served by any other carrier. Nordic Regional 
Embraer E190s will operate the flights on behalf of 
Finnair and frequency will increase to daily from 1 June. 
The Finnish flag-carrier already serves Berlin TXL, 
Düsseldorf, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Munich and Stuttgart 

with a total of 13-daily flights from Helsinki. Finnair is 
launching six new routes from Helsinki this summer. It 
has already launched Los Angeles, Bologna and now 
Hannover. New routes to Bordeaux (11 May), 
Trondheim (3 June) and Porto (21 June) are still to start. 

Thanks to Flybe there is now a daily connection from Isle 
of Man to London LHR. Launched on 21 April, the 400-
kilometre route will be flown by the airline’s Q400s. It is 
the first time the two airports have been connected 
since 2002. Flybe already serves Birmingham (daily), 
Liverpool (3-daily) and Manchester (30-weekly) from Isle 
of Man. It is also the airline’s fifth route from Heathrow 
having recently added Guernsey and Newquay flights to 
its existing operations to Aberdeen and Edinburgh. Flybe 
has previously connected Isle of Man to several other 
London airports; London LCY (November 2001 to March 
2005), London LGW (April 2007 to March 2014), London 
LTN (November 2007 to October 2013) and London STN 
(April 2015 to March 2016). 

Georgian Airways has begun 2-weekly service (on 26 
April) between Tbilisi and Voronezh in Russia. Operating 
during the night every Monday and Friday, the 1,180-
kilometre route is not served by any other carrier. This 
becomes the airline’s fourth Russian destination as it 
already serves Kazan (3-weekly), Moscow VKO (3-daily) 
and St. Petersburg (daily) from Tbilisi. Voronezh Airport 
is the 37th busiest in Russia and handled 766,000 
passengers in 2018, an increase of 26% compared with 
2017. The city it serves has a population of just over one 
million people. 

Iberia has begun four new domestic routes to Melilla, an 
exclave of Spain in north Africa, which has a border with 
Morocco. Using ATR 72s operated by a mix of Air 
Nostrum and CanaryFly the airline has started routes 
from Almeria (5-weekly), Barcelona (2-weekly), Granada 
(5-weekly) and Seville (3-weekly). Last year the airport, 
which has a 1,400-metre runway, handled 348,000 
passengers, an increase of 7% versus 2017. The airport’s 
other routes are to Madrid (with Iberia) and Malaga (Air 
Europa and Iberia).  

Jet2.com has added two new destinations to its 
network. The UK leisure airline now serves Chania in 
Greece and Izmir in Turkey. Between 1 and 3 May 
Jet2.com launched flights to the Turkish city from 
Manchester (1 May), Glasgow (2 May), London STN (2 
May) and Newcastle (3 May). Two more routes from 
Birmingham and Leeds Bradford will be added on 8 
May. Pegasus Airlines competes on the Stansted route 
while Thomas Cook Airlines and TUI Airways already 
connect Manchester with Izmir. Jet2.com’s new Izmir 
routes will all be served either weekly or 2-weekly. The 
airline’s first route to Chania began on 3 May from 
London STN. Its 2-weekly service will compete with 
Ryanair’s existing 3-weekly service. Other routes to 
Chania from Leeds Bradford (5 May), Birmingham (7 
May) and Manchester (7 May) will begin shortly. 

KLM chose 21 April as the launch date for its new service 
from Amsterdam to Naples. For most of the summer 
season the route will operate 2-weekly (Saturdays and 
Sundays). However, in July and August service will be 
daily using the airlines 737-700s. Competition on the 
1,460-kilometre route comes from Transavia (6-weekly) 
and easyJet (5-weekly). Thanks to this new route KLM 
now serves 11 destinations in Italy with around 200-
weekly flights. In addition, Transavia, its in-house LCC, 
serves a further four Italian destinations (Bari, Olbia, 
Pisa and Verona). 

Loganair began 3-weekly service between Bournemouth 
and Jersey on 29 April. The 180-kilometre route will be 

flown using the airline’s ERJ-135s on Mondays, Fridays 
and Saturdays until 4 October and will not face any 
competition. The airline will also start weekly flights 
from Bournemouth to Guernsey on 18 May. Loganair 
already serves Jersey from Norwich (5-weekly) and will 
begin a weekly service from Humberside on 11 May. 

LOT Polish Airlines has started its third route to London 
LCY. Having already launched service from Warsaw (on 7 
January) and Budapest (on 18 February), the Polish flag-
carrier is now connecting Vilnius, the Lithuanian capital, 
to London’s most central airport. The inaugural flight 
was on 1 May and the service will operate 12-weekly 
using E190s. Although the airline faces no direct 
competition on the 1,720-kilometre route, Ryanair 
connects London STN with Vilnius (daily). In addition, 
both Ryanair (5-weekly) and Wizz Air (12-weekly) 
connect London LTN with Vilnius this summer. What 
makes this new service particularly interesting is that it is 
being operated as a Passenger Service Obligation (PSO) 
route, a variation of the Public Service Obligation system 
that allows EU states to subsidise necessary routes. In 
this case, although the two cities are already connected 
by ULCCs, the EU supported the decision to allow a 
subsidy on a service that was targeted at the business 
community. LOT has also introduced a seasonal 
domestic service between Krakow and Olsztyn-Mazury. 
The 2-weekly (Thursdays and Sundays) service on the 
270-kilometre route operates in the late evening using 
the airline’s Q400s and will be available until 29 
September. 

Lufthansa added four new routes from its Frankfurt hub 
during the last three weeks. Over the weekend of 13/14 
April, the Star Alliance carrier began weekly, seasonal 
flights to three leisure destinations; Bodrum in Turkey, 
Heraklion in Greece and Tivat in Montenegro. All will be 
flown with the airline’s A319s. SunExpress already 
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serves Bodrum 2-weekly, while the Heraklion route has 
four incumbent carriers this summer; Condor (operating 
daily), TUI fly Deutschland (daily), Aegean Airlines (up to 
4-weekly) and SunExpress Deutschland (3-weekly). The 
Tivat route is not served by any other carrier. On 3 May 
Lufthansa also began serving Austin in Texas with 5-
weekly flights using A330-300s. This route was 
previously operated by Condor in S16, S17 and S18. As 
last summer, Lufthansa is serving 19 US destinations non
-stop from Frankfurt, with Austin replacing San Jose in 
California, as US capacity is up around 1.5% compared 
with S18. 

Lufthansa also added two new routes from its Munich 
hub. On 1 May the carrier began 10-weekly service to 
Rostock, a domestic link that was previously operated by 
flybmi before that carrier’s demise earlier this year. 
Although flybmi operated the route 13-weekly with ERJs, 
with Lufthansa using larger CRJ 900s on the route, 
weekly seat capacity has increased by some 40% on the 
620-kilometre route. In addition, a new weekly service to 
Tivat was launched on 13 April, to complement the 

airline’s Frankfurt service, which launched on the same 
day. Unlike on the Frankfurt route, Lufthansa faces 
competition from Montenegro Airlines which connects 
the airports 3-weekly. Lufthansa’s Munich to Tivat 
service appears to replace a weekly Eurowings service 
which operated last summer. 

Luxair began weekly flights from Luxembourg to Split in 
Croatia on Sunday 21 April. The service will operate until 
22 September and faces no competition. The airline’s 
Q400s will operate the 1,030-kilometre sector, which is 
the airline’s third route to Croatia as it already serves 
Dubrovnik and Zadar. However, services to the Croatian 
island of Brac, which operated last summer, have not 
been included in the airline’s schedule this summer. 

Montenegro Airlines started service on 2 May between 
Tivat and Hannover. The 2-weekly service, which 
operates on Thursdays and Sundays, will be flown by the 
airline’s Fokker 100s, of which it has two. The only other 
carriers in Europe that have launched routes in the last 
couple of years using the venerable Dutch jet are TUS 
Airways and Helvetic. Montenegro Airlines began 2-
weekly flights from Tivat to Leipzig and Munich in S18 
and frequency on these routes has been increased to 3-
weekly in S19. 

MyWay Airlines began a 2-weekly service between 
Tbilisi and Moscow ZIA on 26 April. Operating on 
Wednesdays and Fridays, the 1,620-kilometre route is 
already served by Ural Airlines with daily flights. At 
present the airline’s only other route from Tbilisi is to 
Tel Aviv, a route it serves 3-weekly with its two 737-
800s. 

Norwegian has launched two very different routes in 
recent weeks. On 16 April the carrier launched a weekly 
(Tuesdays) service between Helsinki and Tivat in 
Montenegro using its 737-800s. Norwegian also serves 
Tivat from Oslo but only from 18 June to 9 August. Then, 
on 2 May, Norwegian added another transatlantic route, 
this time connecting Madrid 3-weekly with Boston using 
787-9s. Iberia already operates this 5,500-kilometre 
route on a daily basis. This is Norwegian’s third US route 
from the Spanish capital, as it launched Los Angeles and 
New York JFK service in July 2018. It is also the carrier’s 
fourth route to Boston, which it already serves from 
London LGW, Paris CDG and, since the beginning of S19, 
Rome FCO. In the past it also served Boston from its 
Scandinavian hubs in Copenhagen and Oslo. 

Pegasus Airlines began 4-weekly service between 
Gazipasa-Alanya and Moscow DME on 26 April. 
Although there is no direct competition on the airport-
pair, both Pobeda (daily) and Azur Air (daily) connect the 
Turkish airport with Moscow VKO. Pegasus Airlines’s 
only other route to Gazipasa-Alanya is from its Istanbul 
SAW base, a 570-kilometre sector, which the airline 
operates up to 3-daily. 

Pobeda used the last three weeks to launch two new 
routes from its Moscow VKO hub. On 16 April and 17 
April, the LCC added new Italian routes to Bari (3-
weekly) and Genoa (4-weekly) respectively using its 737-
800s. While neither of these routes faces direct 
competition this summer, S7 Airlines serves both Italian 
airports from Moscow DME with similar frequencies. 
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This summer Pobeda will serve 10 airports in Italy from 
Vnukovo, compared with just three in S18. As a result, 
the LCC now accounts for 17% of scheduled seat capacity 
between Italy and Russia, up from 10% in S18. Aeroflot 
leads the way with 50% of the market. 

After launching over 150 routes at the start of the 
summer season, Ryanair has added just eight more 
during the last three weeks. From its Budapest base it 
has added four new routes to Bari (2-weekly from 3 
May), Cagliari (2-weekly from 1 May), Rimini (2-weekly 
from 3 May) and Seville (2-weekly from 2 May) with only 
the Bari route facing competition (from Wizz Air). From 
its home base in Dublin it now serves Kiev KBP (2-weekly 
from 2 May) and Thessaloniki (2-weekly from 3 May) 
with neither route currently served. Finally, on 18 April 
Ryanair launched two domestic routes from Milan MXP 
to Bari (4-weekly competing with easyJet’s 2-daily 
service) and Brindisi (daily competing with easyJet’s 13-
weekly service). During the peak summer period Ryanair 
will be serving 101 destinations from Dublin (reducing to 
100 at the end of June when service to Stuttgart ceases).  

S7 Airlines has added four new connections to its 
network with one route from its main base at Moscow 
DME and three new routes from St. Petersburg. The new 
Moscow route is to Nice, which launched on 28 April and 
will initially operate 5-weekly using A320s, increasing to 
6-weekly from early June. Aeroflot offers indirect 
competition, as it flies 23-weekly from Moscow SVO to 
the southern French city. S7’s new routes from St. 
Petersburg are a domestic route to Anapa (3-weekly 
from 26 April, competing with a daily Aeroflot service) 
and two routes to Spain; Barcelona (2-weekly from 28 
April, competing with both Aeroflot and Vueling) and 
Palma de Mallorca (2-weekly from 26 April). The new St. 
Petersburg routes will all be flown with A319s. 

SAS chose Saturday 13 April as the launch date for three 
new routes; from Aarhus in Denmark to Rome FCO 
(flown weekly with CRJ 900s operated by CityJet), from 
Oslo to Antalya (2-weekly with 737-700s) and 
Stockholm ARN to Naples (weekly with A320s, 
increasing to 2-weekly in July and August). Only the 

Turkish route is already served, by Norwegian (daily) as 
well as Corendon Airlines and SunExpress, both with 
weekly flights. Rome FCO is already served by SAS from 
its three big Scandinavian hubs, while Naples is already 
served from Copenhagen. 

Sichuan Airlines would appear to be the first new carrier 
to be welcomed at the new airport in Istanbul. The 
Chinese airline launched 3-weekly service from Chengdu 
on 30 April using its A330s. This becomes only the fourth 
Chinese route from Istanbul with Turkish Airlines 
serving Beijing, Guangzhou and Shanghai and China 
Southern Airlines also serving the Chinese capital. 
Sichuan Airlines already links Chengdu non-stop with 
Copenhagen, Moscow SVO, Prague and St. Petersburg, 
as well as serving Zurich via Prague. 

Ukrainian start-up SkyUp Airlines is gradually expanding 
its network from Kiev IEV. On 26 April the carrier began 
2-weekly (Tuesdays and Fridays) flights to both Naples 
and Tenerife TFS using 737-700s. The former route is 
already served by Ernest Airlines with 4-weekly flights. 
According to Flightradar24.com the airline’s fleet of 737-
700s and 737-800s has spent much of the last week of 
April operating charter flights between various Ukrainian 
airports and holiday resorts in Egypt. 

SunExpress has added some new connections between 
Turkey and Western Europe. On 13 April the carrier (a 
joint venture between Lufthansa and Turkish Airlines) 
began weekly flights from Antalya to Oslo (competing 
with Norwegian and SAS) and 2-weekly flights from 
Antalya to Eindhoven (competing with Corendon 
Airlines). It also began weekly flights from Izmir to 
Eindhoven on the same day. 

Transavia chose 21 April as the launch date for its only 
new route this summer from Eindhoven. On that date, 2
-weekly service to Zakynthos in Greece was started 
using the airline’s 737-800s. This summer the Dutch LCC 
serves 26 destinations from Eindhoven, two more than 
in S18, as it also added year-round flights to Krakow last 
October. As in S18, Transavia accounts for 33% of 
scheduled seat capacity at the airport in S19, second 
only to Ryanair. 

Meanwhile, Transavia France launched five new routes 
from Paris ORY to take its non-stop network from the 
French capital to over 50 destinations this summer. The 
new seasonal services are to Brindisi in Italy (2-weekly 
from 14 April), Menorca in Spain (2-weekly from 21 
April), as well as the Greek airports of Kos, Rhodes and 
Zakynthos, the first and last served weekly, with Rhodes 
served 2-weekly. This brings to 10 the number of Greek 
destinations served by Transavia from Orly. None of 
these five routes face direct competition.  

TUI Airways (formerly known as Thomson Airways) has 
added 13 new routes from across various UK bases 
between 1 and 3 May, with more to follow in the coming 
days. All the new routes will operate just weekly. They 
are: Aberdeen to Rhodes; Cardiff to Antalya; 
Bournemouth to Heraklion; Bristol to Thessaloniki; 
Cardiff to Antalya, Dubrovnik, Enfidha and Naples; 
Doncaster Sheffield to Kos; East Midlands to Santorini; 
London LTN to Enfidha and Thessaloniki; and Newcastle 
to Antalya and Enfidha. Of the 13 new routes, six are to 
Greece, three to Tunisia, two to Turkey and one each to 
Croatia and Italy. 

Turkish Airlines added a new route from two different 
Turkish airports recently. On 15 April the Star Alliance 
carrier added Marrakech in Morocco to its extensive 
Istanbul IST network with the introduction of 5-weekly 
flights. The airline has served another Moroccan 
destination, Casablanca, for well over a decade. On 22 
April the national carrier connected Turkey’s capital 
Ankara with the capital of Azerbaijan, Baku. Competing 
with Azerbaijan Airlines’s daily service, Turkish Airlines 
will initially offer 3- to 4-weekly service, increasing to 
daily from the beginning of June.  

United Airlines has joined fellow Star Alliance member 
Lufthansa in offering a daily service between Denver and 
Frankfurt. The US carrier will use its 787-8s on the route. 
United’s only other non-stop service to Europe from 
Denver is to London LHR, a route it resumed in S18. 
United now serves Germany’s busiest airport from seven 
US airports; apart from Denver, it also offers daily 
summer service from Chicago ORD, Houston IAH, Los 
Angeles, New York EWR, San Francisco and Washington 
IAD. This summer United will operate 62 transatlantic 
routes compared with 59 in S18. It will add a total of four 
new routes (the others are New York EWR to Naples and 
Prague and San Francisco to Amsterdam), but it has 
discontinued Newark to Hamburg service. 
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Volotea launched 10 new routes in the last three weeks, 
of which eight were from designated bases. The new 
routes are; Athens to Dubrovnik (2-weekly competing 
with Aegean Airlines and Croatia Airlines) and Rhodes 
(4-weekly competing with Olympic Air and Ellinair); 
Bilbao to Alicante (3-weekly competing with Iberia and 
Vueling), Naples (2-weekly) and Porto (2-weekly 
competing with Vueling from June); Palermo to Cagliari 
(2-weekly); Strasbourg to Cagliari (weekly); and 
Toulouse to Nice (2-weekly competing with easyJet). 
The two new routes not involving a base are from Lyon 
to Dubrovnik (competing with easyJet) and Split 

(competing with Croatia Airlines), both of which will be 
served 2-weekly. The Bilbao to Porto route, which 
launched on 14 April, marks Volotea’s first service to the 
Portuguese airport since S12 when it briefly served the 
city from Venice VCE.  

Vueling added a couple of routes to its network recently 
with the introduction of a 2-weekly service between 
Malaga and Marrakech (from 15 April) and a weekly 
service between Asturias and Tenerife TFN (from 17 
April). The latter route is also served up to 3-weekly by 
Iberia Express, and by Air Europa (but they only operate 
during the winter season). Vueling also serves 
Marrakech from Barcelona. 

WestJet started the first of four new transatlantic routes 
on 29 April when it began 5-weekly service between 
Halifax in Nova Scotia and Dublin. The 4,165-kilometre 
route will be operated by the airline’s 737-700NGs and 
faces no competition. Frequency increases to 6-weekly 
in July and August. Last year Halifax Stanfield Airport 
welcomed 4.32 million passengers, up 5.7% on its 2017 
throughput. WestJet’s other new European routes this 
summer are Calgary to Dublin and Paris CDG, and 
Toronto to Barcelona. However, it has dropped service 
from St. John’s to Dublin. As a result, it will offer 12 
European routes this summer, up from nine in S18. 

Following the launch of a couple of routes in April Wizz 
Air opened its new base at Krakow properly on 1 May 
with a single based aircraft (an A321) that has enabled 

the ULCC to launch six new routes. These are to Bari (3-
weekly), Billund (2-weekly), Catania (2-weekly), 
Doncaster Sheffield (3-weekly), Nice (2-weekly) and 
Turku in Finland (2-weekly). Only Bari is already served, 
by Ryanair with 3-weekly flights. A further 10 routes 
from Krakow will be added in August and September. 

Wizz Air also added three other routes during the last 
three weeks. On 21 April it launched a second route 
from Palanga in Lithuania to Dortmund. The route will 
operate 2-weekly and complements the airline’s 4-
weekly service to London LTN. On 23 April a 2-weekly 
service was started between Bucharest and Santander in 
northern Spain. This marks a return to the Spanish 
airport for Wizz Air which previously offered flights to 
Warsaw WAW from March 2017 until October 2018. 
Finally, on 25 April, it was the turn of Katowice to 
welcome a new service to Fuerteventura in the Canary 
Islands, a route which will operate weekly. 
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seeing above average 
growth following a 

downturn in traffic due to terrorist incidents. Capacity to 
Egypt is up 14% this summer, but Tunisia is definitely 
back on the tourist map in 2019, with airlines increasing 
capacity compared with last summer by 95%. Thomas 
Cook Airlines leads the way in this market followed by 
TUI Airways. 

Smaller Central European markets growing fast 

Looking further down the rankings of country markets 
shows some impressive growth to and from smaller 
countries in Central and Eastern Europe. While well-
established markets like Hungary (+18%) and Romania 
(+18%) continue to report excellent capacity growth 
from the UK, much faster growth can be seen on routes 
to Albania (+63%), Moldova (+49%), Estonia (+37%) and 
Serbia (+26%).  

Looking at long-haul markets shows that the Chinese 
market is still growing fast (+26%), but that the virtual 
collapse of Jet Airways has had a massive impact on the 
Indian market, where capacity is down 26%. Norwegian’s 
decision to launch long-haul flights from Gatwick to 
Buenos Aires has helped push up the Argentinian market 
by 31%, while the South African market is up 19% thanks 
to Virgin Atlantic’s decision to double frequency on its 
Heathrow to Johannesburg service. 

Brazil capacity is up 16% this summer driven by 
Norwegian’s new Gatwick to Rio service, while capacity 
to Japan is up 12% thanks primarily to British Airways 
launching 4-weekly flights from Heathrow to Osaka KIX 
at the start of the summer season. 

Ryanair now bigger than BA on international routes 

Compared with last summer, Ryanair now not only offers 
more international flights from UK airports than British 
Airways, but it also offers more seats, 16.8 million 
compared with the flag-carrier’s 16.5 million. Despite 
Brexit concerns both Ryanair and easyJet have increased 
UK international capacity this summer by around 4%, 
while the UK’s two biggest long-haul carriers, British 
Airways and Virgin Atlantic have adjusted international 
capacity by less than 0.5%.  

Jet2.com is now significantly bigger than both Thomas 
Cook Airlines and TUI Airways and is the second-fastest 
growing airline in the UK among the top 15 carriers, with 
summer capacity up by some 14%. The only airline 
growing faster in percentage terms is Wizz Air (+24%) 
which is expanding rapidly at Doncaster Sheffield, 
Liverpool, London Gatwick and London Luton. However, 
in terms of additional seat capacity Jet2.com (+745,000 
seats) leads the way followed by Wizz Air (+643,000), 
Ryanair (+615,000) and easyJet (+591,000). 

Almost 400 destinations served non-stop from the UK 

This summer there are non-stop flights from UK airports 
to almost 400 international destinations across the 
globe; ranging from the 14,465-kilometre non-stop 
service with Qantas from Heathrow to Perth, right down 
to the 129-kilometre route from the Isle of Man to 
Dublin. Despite having only half as many runways as its 
bigger neighbour Heathrow, Gatwick actually serves 
more international destinations (202 versus 194) this 
summer, having increased its net route count by seven 
since last summer. Four airports in the UK offer over 150 
non-stop destinations this summer, while a further three 
offer over 100 destinations. 

Doncaster Sheffield has recorded the biggest net gain in 
non-stop international destinations, increasing from 31 
in S18 to 43 in S19, including new routes to Eastern 
Europe, Turkey and North Africa. 

Charleston, Osaka and Shenzhen new this summer 

Although the total number of non-stop destinations 
served from the UK has remained virtually unchanged at 
just under 400, there have been some notable new 
destinations added and lost.  

New long-haul destinations are Brunei (previously served 
via Dubai) with Royal Brunei Airlines, Charleston (British 
Airways), Denpasar-Bali (Garuda), Durban (British 
Airways), Kigali (RwandAir), Osaka KIX (British Airways), 
Pittsburgh (British Airways), Shenzhen (Shenzhen 
Airlines) and Zhengzhou (China Southern Airlines).  

New European destinations are Calvi in Corsica (with Air 
Corsica from Stansted), and Targu Mures in Romania and 
Turku in Finland (both with Wizz Air from Luton). 

Destinations no longer served this summer direct from 
any airport in the UK include New York SWF, Oakland  in 

California and Providence (Rhode Island) all previously 
served by Norwegian (and in Oakland’s case also British 
Airways), Frankfurt HHN and Leipzig in Germany (both 
previously served by Ryanair), Bern in Switzerland (the 
now defunct SkyWork Airlines), Comiso, Linz and 
Pardubice (all served by Ryanair from London STN) and 

Vigo in Spain (served by both Iberia from Luton and 
Ryanair from Edinburgh). Garuda’s decision to connect 
Bali with London non-stop has resulted in the airline 
dropping its non-stop service to Jakarta, meaning that 
the UK is once again without a direct service to the 
Indonesian capital. 
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