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Aeroflot edges Turkish Airlines in hub
network growth with 18 new routes
Now that the 2019 summer season (S19) is well under way, this
week’s lead story looks at the network development of
Europe’s major flag-carriers from their hub airports. A total of
25 airlines and their route networks from 28 airports (Lufthansa
has two main hubs and SAS three) have been examined for the
period May to September 2019 and compared with the
corresponding period in 2018.
All but two airlines (Croatia Airlines and Czech Airlines) have
added at least one new route since last summer, while all but
six have also dropped at least one route (served non-stop) from
their home hub(s).

new routes. However, this was made easier by dropping nine
routes. New long-haul destinations for British Airways include
Charleston and Pittsburgh in the US, Osaka in Japan, Durban in
South Africa and Islamabad in Pakistan.
Seven airlines see net drop in destinations served
The majority of airlines have launched more new routes than
they have dropped. However, there are several exceptions;
Adria Airways, Austrian Airlines, Czech Airlines, Finnair,
Icelandair, Luxair and SAS in Oslo have all dropped more routes
than they have launched. However, most of these carriers have

Welcome

The first two weeks of June have seen
a surprisingly large number of new
routes involving European airports and
in this issue we take a close look at
them.
Our lead story looks at how many
routes have been added (and lost) by
Europe’s main flag-carriers at their
home hubs. We also see how much
they have increased (or decreased) Aeroflot just beats Turkish Airlines
The Russian flag-carrier has been growing rapidly in recent
capacity across the summer season.
Plus, we take a look at Ryanair in
Malta, Air Serbia in Belgrade, what has
happened (so far) to flybmi’s “lost”
routes and updates on trends in four
country markets across Europe.

years and has added 18 new routes since last summer while
dropping none. Seven of the new routes are domestic,
providing additional feed for the airline’s longer-haul routes
which now include Bali in Indonesia and Colombo in Sri Lanka.
Aeroflot’s seat capacity at Sheremetyevo has increased by 14%
during the peak summer period, a figure beaten only by
airBaltic’s 20% growth from its smaller base at Riga in Latvia.

Ralph Anker Turkish Airlines taking advantage of new airport
ralph@anker-report.com

This time last year it seemed as if maybe Turkish Airlines was
running out of new destinations, as it had launched just three
new routes in S18 compared with S17. However, the impetus of
having a new, unconstrained home base appears to have
energised the airline’s network planners. According to our
analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics the Star Alliance carrier
will have added 17 new non-stop destinations to its network by
the end of this summer compared with last summer.
Impressively, British Airways, despite a small decrease in
capacity at Heathrow, still managed to find ways to launch 12
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actually increased their seat capacity from their home hubs.
Czech Airlines, which has dropped 15 destinations compared
with last summer, has only reduced its summer capacity from
Prague by less than 1%.
Six carriers have not dropped any routes since last summer;
Aeroflot at Moscow SVO, Swiss at Zurich, airBaltic in Riga, Air
Serbia in Belgrade, TAROM in Bucharest and Croatia Airlines in
Zagreb. The network planners at Croatia Airlines have had a
quiet year as the airline has not launched any new routes from
Zagreb either.
Marseille a new route from four hubs
Looking at the destinations added and dropped by these 25
airlines from their 28 hubs, it is worth noting that several of the
larger carriers dropped Tehran service. Among the destinations
started by more than one flag-carrier were Cairo, Catania,
Corfu, Denpasar-Bali, Dublin, Kyiv KBP, London LCY, Marrakech,
Marseille, Menorca, Moscow SVO, Naples, Osaka KIX, Palermo,
Split, Strasbourg, Tbilisi, Valencia, Washington IAD and Zadar.
Marseille service has been launched by three carriers from four
hubs; Aeroflot from Moscow SVO,
continues on page 13
KLM from Amsterdam and SAS from
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Ryanair uses fledgling Malta Air to gain local AOC and tap non-EU
markets; already serves over 60 destinations with six based aircraft
Ryanair first began serving Malta on 31 October 2006
launching service from both London LTN and Pisa. Since
then it has added flights to over 70 further destinations,
the vast majority of which are still operating. Compared
with other Ryanair bases the number of routes dropped
(see table below) is relatively small and includes a couple
of airports which are now closed to all commercial
operations.
Base opened in 2010; now six aircraft
Ryanair made Malta a base in May 2010, at the time its
41st. The base has more than doubled in size between
2015 and 2019 with double-digit growth for the last four
years. As a result, the airport is home to six based 737800s and according to analysis of Cirium Data and
Analytics the airline will this year account for around
36% of the airport’s capacity, making it the leading
airline at the airport. Air Malta’s share of the market is
around 31%.
On 11 June Ryanair Holdings announced that it had
agreed to purchase Malta Air, a local start-up airline
which has its own AOC. Ryanair’s existing based fleet will
become the Malta Air fleet and by summer 2020 the
aircraft will be flying in Malta Air livery. Malta Air will
thus join Lauda (in Austria), Buzz (in Poland) and Ryanair
(in Ireland) as part of the Ryanair Group.
The main benefit to Ryanair will be the ability to serve
non-EU markets from Malta, notably North Africa, but
also potentially Russia, Turkey and Ukraine. The plan is
to grow the fleet to 10 aircraft within three years.
Over 60 routes already served
Ryanair’s network from Malta already encompasses over
60 destinations. In terms of ASKs (Available Seat
Kilometres) nine of the top 15 routes this summer are to
destinations in the UK (shown in green). The other six
destinations are all in different countries from each
other.
Three new destinations have already been announced
for this winter; Pafos in Cyprus, Santiago de Compostela
in Spain and Trieste in Italy. Each of these will be served
2-weekly starting from the end of October. None of
these routes are currently served by any other carrier.

Ryanair’s network developments from Malta 2006-2019
Year

Destinations added

Destinations no longer served

2006

London LTN, Pisa

2007

Bremen, Dublin, Girona, Stockholm NYO, Valencia, Venice TSF

2008

Bari

2009

Bristol, Edinburgh, Madrid, Trapani

2010

Bologna, Bournemouth, Krakow, Leeds Bradford, Marseille, Seville, Valencia

2011

Birmingham, Glasgow PIK

2012

Bournemouth, Kaunas, London STN, Malmo, Oslo RYG, Turin, Wroclaw

2013

Gothenburg GSE, Liverpool, Milan BGY

Bremen, Valencia

Bournemouth

Malmö

2014

Seville, Valencia

2015

East Midlands, Gothenburg GOT, Rome CIA

Gothenburg GSE, Oslo RYG

2016

Athens, Berlin SXF, Brussels BRU, Budapest, Catania, Cologne Bonn, Gdansk, Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden, Manchester,
Nuremberg, Poznan, Rome FCO, Toulouse, Valencia, Vilnius, Weeze

Gothenburg GOT

2017

Belfast BFS, Naples, Riga

Kaunas

2018

Aberdeen, Barcelona, Bratislava, Brussels CRL, Gothenburg GOT, Paris BVA, Pescara, Porto, Seville, Tallinn

Trapani

2019

Amman, Cardiff, Cork, Exeter, Lamezia Terme, Luxembourg, Maastricht, Nantes, Oslo TRF, Pafos, Perugia, Santiago de
Compostela, Thessaloniki, Trieste

Brussels BRU, Weeze

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics schedule data for January 2005 to December 2019.
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Greece: Five of the top six airports in Greece reported
growth in April, with Chania being the exception. Five of
the top six airlines also increased capacity compared
with April 2018, with Ryanair being the key exception.
Netherlands: Eindhoven and Rotterdam both reported
double-digit growth in April while Amsterdam managed
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modest growth of just over 1% as it has reached its
movement limit. Wizz Air is the fastest-growing carrier,
while Vueling has cut capacity by 15%.
Norway: Traffic is Norway was down over 2% in May
although seat capacity was up. SAS is expanding (+7%)
while Norwegian (-5%) is contracting and Wizz Air
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(+20%) is the fastest-growing carrier in the top six.
Turkey: The economic issues in Turkey have seen air
traffic fall by over 5% in May. However, tourism looks set
to grow this summer, with Antalya and Dalaman both
reporting traffic growth in May. Among the leading
airlines, Turkish Airlines has cut capacity the least.

3

Air Serbia launches nine new routes in June 2019 but capacity set to
grow by just 4% in 2019; New York JFK is leading route for ASKs
The beginning of June saw Air Serbia launch eight new
routes from its Belgrade base, with a ninth route (to
Zadar) set to start before the end of the month. This
represents the biggest growth in the airline’s network
reach for well over a decade. However, despite this
significant increase in the number of destinations served,
overall seat capacity at the airline is only set to rise by
around 4% in 2019.
Air Serbia - the new name for JAT
Although the Air Serbia name only came into effect at
the end of October 2013, the airline can trace its origins
back much further. The airline’s former name of JAT
(Jugoslovenski Aerotransport) was first used in 1947. The
name change to Air Serbia coincided with the
investment in the airline by Etihad Airways, which now
owns 49% of the carrier while the Serbian government
still holds the 51% majority share.
The investment by Etihad Airways led to rapid capacity
expansion in late 2013 and early 2014. Within the first
year of the new partnership 14 routes were launched
(although several had been operated in the past by JAT)
and five were dropped. As a result of the airline’s
network expansion passenger numbers at Belgrade
airport increased by 31% in 2014 to 4.64 million.
There were no new routes launched in 2015 as the
airline consolidated its operation. However, 2016 saw
the launch of five new routes, the highlight of which was
the resumption of long-haul services to New York JFK.
The following two years saw just one new route added
(to Venice VCE) while six routes, including the link to
Etihad’s home base of Abu Dhabi, were dropped. Then
came the major network growth this summer. As a result
Air Serbia will account for around 44% of scheduled seat
capacity at Belgrade this summer. Its nearest rival, Wizz
Air, accounts for 10% of seat capacity.
Current fleet of over 20 aircraft
Air Serbia’s current fleet comprises one A330-200 (used
on the New York route), two A320s, nine A319s and six
ATR 72s. These all operate in Air Serbia colours. In
addition, Air Serbia has two 144-seat 737-300s which are
operated under the Aviolet brand. According to the
airline’s website, this summer it will operate charter
flights from Belgrade to 24 destinations in and around
the Mediterranean, including 13 in Greece, four in Italy,
three in Turkey, two in Egypt and one each in Spain
(Palma de Mallorca) and Tunisia (Enfidha).
In addition, Air Serbia has wet-leased a CRJ 900 this
summer from Regional Jet Ou of Estonia. This is
operating three rotations per day, according to Cirium
Data and Analytics, and is being used on 12 of the
airline’s routes. In total, Air Serbia is serving 48
destinations non-stop this summer from its 7,300kilometre route to New York down to its daily service on
the 193-kilometre route to Sarajevo.
The highest weekly frequencies in August are to Tivat (23

-weekly), Podgorica (21-weekly), Zurich (19-weekly) and
London LHR (16-weekly). Other destinations served at

least 2-daily are Athens, Paris CDG, Thessaloniki and
Vienna.

Air Serbia’s network developments from Belgrade 2006-2019
Year

Destinations added

Destinations no longer served

2006

Berlin TXL, Hamburg, Monastir, Sofia

Banja Luka, Basel, Damascus, Hurghada, Milan MXP, Thessaloniki

2007

Banja Luka, Tel Aviv

Berlin SXF, Cairo, Kuwait City, Sofia

2008

Milan MXP, Oslo, Pula, Thessaloniki, Tripoli

Beirut, Hamburg

2009

Ohrid

Munich, Oslo, Prague, Tirana, Tripoli

2010

Pafos, Portoroz POW

Banja Luka, Brussels, Pula

2011

Dubrovnik, Girona

Portoroz, Tel Aviv, Tunis

2012

Brussels BRU, London LGW, Pula, Split

Ljubljana, Pafos, Trieste

2013

Abu Dhabi, Banja Luka, Bucharest, Istanbul SAW, Ljubljana, Prague, Tel Aviv

-

2014

Beirut, Budapest, Sofia, Tirana, Varna, Warsaw WAW, Zagreb

Girona, Gothenburg, London LGW, Monastir, Ohrid

2015

-

Istanbul SAW

2016

Hamburg, Kiev KBP, New York JFK, Ohrid, St. Petersburg

Budapest

2017

Venice VCE

Kiev KBP, Varna, Warsaw WAW

2018

-

Abu Dhabi, Istanbul IST, Ohrid

2019

Barcelona, Cairo, Helsinki, Kiev KBP, Krasnodar, Madrid, Nice, Rijeka, Zadar

-

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics schedule data for January 2005 to December 2019.
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Latest European route news
Launched routes
Adria Airways launched what appears to be its only new
route for S19 when it began weekly (Friday) service from
Ljubljana to the Greek island of Lemnos on 14 June. The
airline’s CRJ 900s will operate the route which runs until
the end of September and faces no direct competition.
According to Cirium Data and Analytics, Adria Airways
serves 11 Greek airports this summer. However, none of
these destinations are bookable on the airline’s website
suggesting that these are all pure charter flights flown on
behalf of local tour operators.
Aegean Airlines has added a further two routes to its
Athens hub in the first two weeks of June. On 2 June the
Star Alliance carrier began 2-weekly service to Valencia,
using its A320-series fleet. The carrier will now serve five
destinations in Spain this summer, as it is also starting
Ibiza service later this month. It already served
Barcelona, Madrid and Malaga. Then, on 13 June,
Aegean began 2-weekly service to Sarajevo in Bosnia &
Herzegovina. This 810-kilometrere sector also faces no
competition and will be served by Olympic Air’s 78-seat
Q400s. Away from Athens, Aegean has added a new
international route from Thessaloniki. On 4 June it
resumed 2-weekly service to Hannover, competing with
Eurowings’s 2-weekly service. The flights depart the
Greek airport at 22:30 on Tuesdays and Fridays,
returning to Thessaloniki at 05:20 on Wednesdays and
Saturdays. Aegean serves 10 international destinations
this summer from Thessaloniki, six in Germany, two in
Russia, plus Paris CDG and Tel Aviv.

Aeroflot chose Saturday 1 June as the launch date for
two new routes from its Moscow SVO base. It now
serves Marseille 5-weekly with indirect competition
coming from Aigle Azur’s 2-weekly service to Moscow
DME. Palma de Mallorca is also a new destination.
Initially served 4-weekly, frequency increases to daily by
the end of June. Again, there is no direct competition but
S7 Airlines (daily from Domodedovo), Azur Air (4-weekly
from Vnukovo) and Ural Airlines (3-weekly from
Domodedovo) offer indirect competition this summer.
Away from Moscow, Aeroflot has added a daily, nighttime service between Volgograd and Sochi/Adler, the
popular Black Sea resort. Last year this 690-kilometre
route was served by Utair. However, the carrier appears
to have withdrawn from the route according to Cirium
Data and Analytics. Aeroflot this summer will serve
Sochi/Adler from four airports, the others being
Moscow SVO (12-daily), St. Petersburg (18-weekly) and
Simferopol (daily). Its low-cost subsidiary Pobeda serves
Sochi/Adler with 87-weekly flights from 14 Russian
airports, compared with 44-weekly flights from seven
Russian airports in S18.

Hangzhou on Wednesday 12 June. On that day the Star
Alliance carrier began 3-weekly service to Rome FCO
using its A330-200s. No other carrier connects these two
airports. This is Air China’s only real new route to Europe
this summer, as its only other network change was to
move its Chengdu service from London LGW to London
LHR on 2 April. The only other western European airport
to have non-stop service to Hangzhou is Amsterdam.
The Dutch hub offers 3-weekly flights with KLM. For
Rome it brings to nine the number of Chinese
destinations served non-stop this summer, a figure
bettered only by Moscow SVO (with 23), Paris CDG (with
13) and London LHR (12). In total Air China operates 29
routes between China and Europe this summer, just one
more than last year.

The beginning of June was a busy period for the PR
department at Air Europa with the launch of four new
routes from Madrid in just three days. Two are to
destinations in Latin America and two to North Africa.
On 1 June the SkyTeam carrier began 5-weekly service to
Casablanca using its E190s. Competition on the 870kilometre route comes from Royal Air Maroc (15weekly), Iberia (11-weekly) and TUI fly Belgium (2weekly). The first day of June also saw Air Europa begin
3-weekly service to Medellin in Colombia. Here it faces
competition from Avianca and Iberia who both offer 3weekly service. On 2 June it was the turn of Tunis to
welcome Air Europa flights from the Spanish capital. The
4-weekly service using E190s will match the 4-weekly
service of Tunisair. Finally, on 3 June it was back to Latin
America, with the addition of 4-weekly flights to Panama
City. Like the Medellin route, Air Europa will use its 7878s on the route. Competition here comes from Iberia’s
daily service. This summer will see Air Europa’s biggest
ever network expansion from Madrid with a total of 12
new routes being launched.

Belgrade during the first few days of June. Using mostly
its A319s the carrier has started flights to Barcelona (2weekly), Cairo (2-weekly), Helsinki (3-weekly), Kyiv KBP
(3-weekly), Krasnodar (3-weekly), Madrid (2-weekly),
Nice (2-weekly) and Rijeka (2-weekly). Of these routes,
only Barcelona is already served by another carrier,
Vueling, with 3-weekly service. For more about Air
Serbia see page 4 of this issue of The ANKER Report.
airBaltic launched three new routes from its second base
in Tallinn in early June. On 1 June it began 2-weekly
service to Malaga; on 2 June service to Copenhagen was
added with 6-weekly flights; and on 3 June a 3-weekly
service to Brussels began. The Malaga route faces no
competition and will be flown with the airline’s A220300s. The Brussels route will also be flown with the A220
-300s and will face competition from Nordica’s daily
service. The Copenhagen route will mostly be flown
using the airline’s Q400s, though the inaugural flight
used an A220-300. This route also faces competition
from Nordica’s daily service. SAS also operates this route
with up to 2-daily flights, but not between 30 June and
10 August according to Cirium Data and Analytics.
Having also launched service from Tallinn to Oslo and
Stockholm at the beginning of W18/19, airBaltic now
serves 12 destinations from the Estonian capital and
accounts for 24% of the airport’s scheduled capacity in
S19, compared with just 15% in S18. Nordica (whose
flights are operated and marketed by LOT) has seen its
share of capacity drop from 29% to 17%, having dropped
nine routes since last summer.

Albawings (IATA code 2B), which is a small Albanian
carrier operating three 737-series aircraft, recently
launched two new international routes from its base in
Tirana. On 2 June it began 3-weekly flights to
Düsseldorf, competing with Eurowings which offers 2weekly flights on the 1,480-kilometre route. In mid-June
it also began 3-weekly service to London STN. Although
it faces no direct competition on this route, British
Airways offers daily flights to the Albanian capital from
Gatwick, while Wizz Air flies daily from Luton. The rest
of the airline’s network is focussed on the Italian market,
where it serves six destinations.

Air Malta has resumed service to Warsaw WAW with
the introduction of a weekly (Saturday) service from
Malta which began on 1 June. Competition on the 1,890kilometre route comes from Wizz Air’s 3-weekly service.
Air Malta last operated this route in S15. All other
scheduled services this summer between Malta and
Poland are operated either by Ryanair or by Wizz Air.
Air Serbia, in probably its biggest ever network
expansion, launched a total of eight new routes from

Air Astana began 2-weekly (Wednesdays and Saturdays)
service from Almaty to Bodrum on 1 June. The 4,200kilometre route will be flown using the airline’s
A321neos. This is the only route this summer connecting
Kazakhstan and Turkey that does not involve either
Istanbul or Antalya. Air Astana serves both Istanbul IST
(9-weekly) and Antalya (daily) from Almaty, the former
capital of Kazakhstan.
Air China launched its first European route from
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American Airlines added five new transatlantic services
in the space of two days in early June. On 6 June it began
daily flights from Dallas/Fort Worth to both Dublin and
Munich, as well as 4-weekly flights from Philadelphia to
Bologna. The following day saw the introduction of 4weekly flights from Philadelphia to Berlin TXL and a 3weekly link from Philadelphia to Dubrovnik in Croatia.
The two Texas routes use the oneworld carrier’s 787
fleet, while the three Philadelphia routes all use 767300s. None of these five routes faces direct competition.
In total, American Airlines will now operate 57 USEurope routes this summer, of which nine are from
Dallas/Fort Worth and 19 are from Philadelphia. Having
already launched Charlotte-Munich, Phoenix-London

5

Latest European route news
British Airways has returned to Pakistan after an
absence of over a decade. On 2 June the UK flag-carrier
began 3-weekly service between London LHR and
Islamabad using its 787-8s. Last served in September
2008, the route was axed after the terrorist attack on the
Marriott Hotel in Islamabad on 20 September which
killed 54 people. Local carrier Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA) also serves the market with 5-weekly
flights. Since BA last served Islamabad, the city has
opened a new, more secure airport in May 2018. PIA
also serves Islamabad non-stop from Birmingham and
Manchester, Lahore from Heathrow and Manchester,
and Karachi from Heathrow. This July there will be 25weekly flights between the UK and Pakistan compared
with 19-weekly in July 2018 according to Cirium Data
and Analytics.
SmartWings already serves both routes with 3-weekly
and 2-weekly service respectively. Last summer, when
Cobalt was the leading airline at Larnaka, Cyprus
Airways ranked ninth. This summer, according to Cirium
Data and Analytics it now ranks third, behind only
Olympic Air and Wizz Air.

LHR, Philadelphia-Edinburgh and Chicago-Athens earlier
this summer, it means that American Airline has added a
total of nine new US-Europe for this summer. However,
it has dropped six; New York JFK-Dublin, New York JFKEdinburgh,
Chicago-Manchester,
PhiladelphiaFrankfurt, Philadelphia-Glasgow and PhiladelphiaMunich. Among the recently launched new routes Berlin
TXL, Bologna and Dubrovnik are all new destinations for
American Airlines. While Berlin TXL has other US
services, for Bologna and Dubrovnik these are the only
US services available from these airports in S19.

Brussels Airlines shifted its Brussels to Moscow service
from Domodedovo to Sheremetyevo on 2 June. The 5weekly A319 service replaces the daily service that was
operated with a mix of A319s and A320s in S18. Direct
competition comes from Aeroflot which now connects
the two airports with 3-daily flights, up from 2-daily in
S18.
Buta Airways, the low-cost subsidiary of Azerbaijan
Airlines, began 2-weekly operations (Fridays and
Sundays) on 14 June on the 720-kilometre route
between Baku and Batumi in Georgia. Operated by the
airline’s E190s, no other carrier connects these two
airports. Buta Airways already serves the Georgian
capital Tbilisi with up to 3-daily flights. Confusingly, Buta
Airways uses the same IATA code (J2) as its parent
company.

easyJet continues to grow its network from its Bristol
base in the south-west of the UK. On 2 June it began 2weekly flights to both Montpellier in France and Rhodes
in Greece. The French route is not served by any other
carrier. However, TUI Airways (3-weekly) and Thomas
Cook Airlines (weekly) already serve the Greek holiday
airport. Three more new routes will be opened by
easyJet from Bristol in early July; Biarritz, Brindisi and
Milan MXP. This will raise to 65 the number of routes
operated by easyJet from Bristol this summer, up from
58 in S18. The LCC now accounts for around 56% of
Bristol’s scheduled seat capacity this summer, up from
53% in S18. Since last summer Bristol has lost flights
from British Airways and flybmi but gained Brussels
Airlines and Loganair. This summer easyJet will serve
Montpellier from six airports and Rhodes from 12.

Austrian Airlines has begun serving Brindisi in Italy with
a weekly (Sunday) service from Vienna. Flights operate
until 8 September and will be flown using the Star
Alliance carrier’s E195s. No other carrier operates the
route this summer though Laudamotion (as it was then)
flew the route weekly during S18.
Azul launched its second route to Europe on 3 June
when it began 3-weekly service from its base at Sao
Paulo VCP to Porto using its A330-200s. The 8,145kilometre faces no direct competition. However, TAP
Portugal flies 3-weekly between Sao Paulo GRU and
Porto. The first return flight from Porto back to Sao
Paulo VCP was on 4 June. Azul’s only other European
route is from Viracopos to Lisbon, a route launched in
June 2016 and which it now serves up to 2-daily.

Condor recently expanded its leisure offering from
Düsseldorf with the addition of new routes to Croatia
and Greece. On 9 June the carrier began weekly
(Sunday) service to Samos followed the next day by 2weekly (Monday and Friday) service to Zadar. Eurowings
already serves both markets in S19, while Germania
served Samos in S18. Condor serves over 30 destinations
this summer from Düsseldorf. Apart from Samos and
Zadar it has also added Barcelona, Cagliari (the venue
for the recent CONNECT event), Kefalonia, Naples and
Volos to its network from the German airport. However,
it has also dropped flights to seven destinations
(Bourgas, Larnaka, Marsa Alam, Monastir, Sitia,
Thessaloniki and Varna) this summer according to
Cirium Data and Analytics.
Corsair started its first US service on 10 June with the
introduction of a 3-weekly operation between Paris ORY
and Miami in Florida. The 7,400-kilometre route will be
flown using the airline’s A330-200s and faces no direct
competition. However, Air France (daily), American
Airlines (daily) and XL Airways France (3-weekly) all
connect Paris CDG with Miami this summer.
Cyprus Airways now serves Slovakia having added 2weekly service from Larnaka to Bratislava on 8 June and
weekly service to Kosice on 11 June. The airline’s A319s
will operate both routes until 24 September.
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Edelweiss Air began weekly service from Zurich to
Kalamata in Greece on Friday 7 June. The 1,600kilometre route is not served by any other carrier.
Kalamata becomes the airline’s 10th destination in
Greece. Edelweiss Air is operating 34-weekly flights from
Zurich across the 10 Greek routes this summer.
Eurowings launched six new routes in the first three
days of June, spread across four of its German bases.
Three were to destinations in Turkey and one each to
Bosnia & Herzegovina, Italy and Romania. The six new
routes are; Berlin TXL to Sarajevo (3-weekly), Cologne
Bonn to Ankara (weekly) and Trieste (2-weekly),
Hamburg to Adana (weekly) and Ankara (weekly), and
Stuttgart to Timisoara (3-weekly). Adana, Ankara,
Timisoara and Trieste are all new airports for Eurowings
in S19. All the Turkish routes are already served by a mix
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Latest European route news
of Pegasus Airlines, SunExpress and Turkish Airlines. TUI
fly Deutschland competes on the Trieste route while
there is no competition on the Sarajevo or Timisoara
routes. However, last year TAROM operated 2-weekly
on the Stuttgart-Timisoara route.

Flybe chose Monday 3 June as the launch date for its
new 3-weekly service between Jersey and Newquay. The
240-kilometre route is not served by any other carrier.
Flights are operated until the end of August by Blue
Islands using its ATR 42s. This summer Flybe serves 14
destinations non-stop from Jersey, with Newquay the
only new route. From Newquay, Flybe serves 13
destinations non-stop in July, with London LHR, London
SEN and Jersey new additions since last summer.

Finnair added Trondheim in Norway to its Helsinki
network with the introduction of a 5-weekly service on 3
June. The flights are operated on Finnair’s behalf by
Widerøe using its Q400s. No other carrier operates the
810-kilometre route. This is Finnair’s fourth route to
Norway as it already serves Bergen, Oslo and Tromsø.
Trondheim is the fifth of six new routes being launched
by Finnair this summer, with Porto, the final new route
for S19, starting on 21 June.

destinations is down by almost 50%. Only some of this
can be explained by the recent 45-day closure of the
southern runway in Dubai.
flynas of Saudi Arabia introduced five new routes to
European destinations during the first two days of June.
From Riyadh it now serves Batumi in Georgia and

FlyBosnia (IATA code 6W) has begun scheduled
operations from Sarajevo. In early June, the carrier,
which currently has a fleet of two A319s, began serving
Kuwait City, Riyadh and Gassim. Flight frequencies are 3
-weekly, daily and weekly respectively. No other carrier
currently flies any of these routes. The airline’s two
aircraft appear to have previously been operated by
Rossiya and Germania. According to Flightradar24.com,
when not operating these scheduled services the aircraft
appear to be operating training flights between Sarajevo
and Banja Luka.
flydubai, which recently celebrated its 10th anniversary,
made Sochi/Adler its latest destination in Russia when it
began 2-weekly (Mondays and Fridays) service from
Dubai on 7 June. No other carrier connects these two
airports. This summer, flydubai’s capacity to Russian
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Sarajevo in Bosnia & Herzegovina with 3-weekly A320
flights. The carrier has also added flights to Trabzon in
Turkey from Gassim (2-weekly competing with Turkish
Airlines) and Jeddah (3-weekly, competing with both
Pegasus Airlines and Turkish Airlines). Finally, flynas has
added a 3-weekly service between Dammam and Tbilisi
in Georgia, which will compete with Georgian Airways’s
weekly service. All these routes are currently only
available until the end of August.
Georgian Airways now connects Batumi with Moscow
VKO. On 7 June the carrier began a weekly (Friday)
service on the 1,590-kilometre route using its E190s. The
airline faces indirect competition from Ural Airlines (10weekly), S7 Airlines (daily) and Red Wing (3-weeky) who
all connect Batumi with Moscow DME. Georgian
Airways operates only two other routes from Batumi, a
5-weekly domestic link to Tbilisi and a 2-weekly service
to Amman.
Gulf Air has started service to Malaga in Spain. On 14
June the Bahrain carrier began 2-weekly service (until
mid-September) using its 787-9s on the 5,300-kilometre
route, which is not served by any other carrier. This is
the airline’s only route to Spain and only its eighth to
Europe this summer. It flies 2-daily to Istanbul IST and
London LHR, and daily to Athens, Frankfurt, Larnaka,
Moscow DME and Paris CDG.

HOP! now connects eight airports in mainland France
with Calvi in Corsica. Weekly (Saturday) flights from
Caen began on 1 June and will operate until the end of
August. An E170 will fly the route. A ninth domestic
route with HOP! to Calvi from Rennes is set to start on 6
July.
Iberia has replaced Norwegian in offering 2-weekly
(Mondays and Saturdays) service between Madrid and
Bergen. The Spanish flag-carrier’s first service was on 1
June, with seasonal service operating until the end of
September. Iberia already serves the Norwegian capital,
Oslo, with 4-weekly flights. Bergen is linked to several
other Spanish airports this summer; Alicante, Barcelona,
Gran Canaria, Malaga, Murcia RMU and Palma de
Mallorca.

service to Miami using its 787-8s, followed on 9 June by
a weekly service to Corfu in Greece. Finally, on 14 June it
was the turn of Beirut with a 4-weekly service using
E195s. Miami becomes the airline’s fifth US destination,
joining Chicago, Los Angeles, New York EWR and New
York JFK. LOT’s US capacity from Warsaw is up 19% this
summer.

KLM made Las Vegas its newest US destination with the
start of 3-weekly service from Amsterdam on 6 June.
The 8,600-kilometre route is not served by any other
carrier and will be flown by the SkyTeam member’s 7879s. KLM now serves 11 US destinations in summer,
having also added Boston service at the beginning of
S19. Las Vegas is now connected non-stop to six
European airports in S19; the other five being Düsseldorf
(also new for S19 with Eurowings), Frankfurt, London
LGW, London LHR and Manchester.

Kuwait Airways now serves both airports in Istanbul
with the addition of daily service to Istanbul SAW from
Kuwait City on 1 June. Using A320s, the carrier will face
direct competition from Pegasus Airlines (2-daily),
Turkish Airlines (2-daily) and Jazeera Airways (3weekly). Kuwait Airways already serves Istanbul IST with
daily flights, as well as Bodrum (2-weekly from 7 June)
and Trabzon (3-weekly).
LEVEL launched its first route from Salzburg on 2 June
with the introduction of a weekly (Sunday) service to
Calvi in Corsica. The 670-kilometre route was served last
summer by Eurowings with a weekly service. LEVEL
already serves Calvi with weekly flights from Vienna.

IrAero (IATA code IO) began 3-weekly service from
Moscow ZIA to Karaganda in Kazakhstan in early June.
The carrier uses Sukhoi Superjet 100s on the route. The
2,400-kilometre route is not served by any other airline.
Aeroflot also serves Karaganda but from Moscow SVO.
Kenya Airways has expanded its European network with
the launch on 12 June of flights to Geneva and Rome
FCO from Nairobi. The SkyTeam carrier will operate
Nairobi-Geneva-Rome-Nairobi 2-weekly and also
Nairobi-Rome-Geneva-Nairobi 2-weekly with its 787-8s.
Kenya Airways operates three other routes to Europe
this summer, daily flights to Amsterdam, London LHR
and Paris CDG. With these new routes the airline’s
capacity to Europe is up 14% this summer compared
with S18.
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Lucky Air of China launched its second route to Europe
on 11 June with the commencement of 3-weekly service
from Kunming to St. Petersburg using its A330-200s. Its
only other European route is from Kunming to Moscow
SVO, which it also serves 3-weekly. As a result of this
new route to St. Petersburg, the Russian airport is now
connected by non-stop flights to six Chinese airports; the
others being Beijing, Chengdu, Shanghai, Urumqi and
Xi’an.

Lufthansa on 3 June began daily service between
Munich and Bangkok. The 8,800-kilometre route will be
flown using A330-200s operated by SunExpress
Deutschland. Fellow Star Alliance member Thai Airways
already operates a daily service between the two
airports. Last summer Lufthansa’s in-house LCC
Eurowings connected the two cities with 2-weekly
flights. Lufthansa and Thai Airways also both connect
Frankfurt with Bangkok, while Eurowings launched a
service from Düsseldorf to the Thai capital at the
beginning of the W18/19 season. As a result of these
changes, seat capacity between Germany and Thailand is
up 10% this summer compared with S18.
Italian leisure carrier Neos (IATA code NO) has added six
new seasonal routes, all of which will be served weekly
until the end of September. From Milan MXP it has
added routes to Chania, Corfu (competing with easyJet’s
daily service), Larnaka (competing with easyJet’s 2weekly service) and Samos, while from Rome FCO it has
added service to Ibiza and Mykonos. The Ibiza route is
already served by Vueling (3-daily), Ryanair (8-weekly)
and Alitalia (2-weekly), while the Mykonos route has
Vueling (9-weekly) and Blue Panorama (5-weekly) as
incumbents.
Norwegian continues to grow its long-haul network with
the latest new route linking Barcelona and Chicago.
Launched on 7 June, the 4-weekly service, operated by
the airline’s 787-9s, will compete with American
Airlines’s daily service. Norwegian now serves five US
airports from Barcelona, with Chicago joining Fort
Lauderdale, Los Angeles, New York EWR and Oakland.
This summer Norwegian’s US capacity from Barcelona is

LOT Polish Airlines added three new routes from its
Warsaw WAW hub during the first two weeks of June.
On 1 June the Star Alliance carrier began 4-weekly
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up 35% compared with S18. It is the carrier’s second
route to Chicago as it already serves the Illinois city from
London LGW (since March 2018). Norwegian has also
added a new European route from its home base in
Oslo. On 7 June it began 2-weekly service to Naples, the
airline’s eighth Italian route from the Norwegian capital.
No other carrier serves this 2,160-kilometre route.
Oman Air made Athens its latest European destination
when it began daily service to the Greek capital from
Muscat on 1 June. The 3,620-kilometre route is not
served by any other carrier. Oman Air is using 737-800s
on the route. This summer the carrier is serving 10
destinations in Europe with non-stop flights, compared
with eight in S18, having also launched service to
Moscow DME on 28 October 2018. The eight
destinations served last summer (and again this
summer) are Frankfurt, Istanbul IST, London LHR,
Manchester, Milan MXP, Munich, Paris CDG and Zurich.
These routes are all served at least daily. As a result,
Oman Air’s capacity to Europe is up 26% compared with
S18.

Turkish carrier Onur Air has begun 6-weekly service
between Istanbul IST and Kuwait City. The first flight on
the 2,170-kilometre route was on 4 June. The carrier is
operating A330-200s on the route and faces direct
competition from Turkish Airlines (4-daily), AtlasGlobal,
Jazeera Airways and Kuwait Airways (all daily service).
In addition, there are also flights from Istanbul SAW to
Kuwait City operated by Pegasus Airlines and Turkish
Airlines (both 2-daily), Kuwait Airways (daily) and
Jazeera Airways (3-weekly). This summer Kuwait City
ranks as the ninth busiest international destination from
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both Istanbul airports combined in terms of seat
capacity, beaten only by Ercan (in Turkish-controlled
Northern Cyprus), Tel Aviv, Tehran, Jeddah, Amsterdam,
Frankfurt, Dubai and Düsseldorf. According to Cirium
Data and Analytics, Onur Air now operates nine
international routes from Istanbul IST, with Baghdad,
Düsseldorf and Odessa all served daily. According to
planespotters.net, Onur Air’s fleet comprises 29 Airbus
aircraft, 10 A330-200 widebodies and 19 A320/A321s.

Pegasus Airlines, another Turkish carrier, has recently
added international routes from four different Turkish
airports. Tuesday 28 May saw Pegasus begin its first ever
service to Riyadh in Saudi Arabia, a daily flight from
Istanbul SAW. flynas (9-weekly) and Turkish Airlines
(daily) already serve this 2,390-kilometre airport-pair. On
1 June Pegasus launched weekly flights between
Trabzon and Jeddah, competing again with both flynas
and Turkish Airlines, who both operate the route 3weekly. Pegasus is operating the service until midSeptember, departing late on Saturday night and arriving
back at 07:50 on Sunday morning. On 2 June the airline
began 3-weekly service between Izmir and Baku in
Azerbaijan. This is another late night service that departs
Izmir on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.
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Competition on the 1,980-kilometre route comes from
Azerbaijan Airlines’s 6-weekly service. Finally, on 13
June, Pegasus began 3-weekly service between Bodrum
and Kyiv IEV. Although no other carriers connect these
two airports, both Wind Rose (2-weekly) and Turkish
Airlines (weekly) connect Bodrum with Kyiv KBP.
Europe’s fastest-growing carrier (among the top 50
airlines) Pobeda has added a bunch of new routes during
the last fortnight. From its main base at Moscow VKO it
has launched four new destinations; Bodrum in Turkey
(4-weekly from 7 June competing with Azur Air and
Yakutia), Cagliari in Sardinia (3-weekly from 6 June),
Dalaman in Turkey (3-weekly from 6 June competing
with Azur Air) and Rome FCO (3-weekly from 1 June
competing indirectly with Aeroflot, Alitalia and S7
Airlines operating to the Italian capital from other
Moscow airports). Pobeda has also begun a 4-weekly
domestic link between its other main base at St.
Petersburg and Anapa on 7 June. In addition, the LCC
has also started new routes to Batumi in Georgia from
Ekaterinburg (4-weekly from 7 June) and Perm (3weekly from 6 June). Finally, Aeroflot’s in-house LCC
now also connects Anapa with Novosibirsk on a 2weekly basis.
Qatar Airways made Malta its newest destination when
it began daily service from Doha to the Mediterranean
island on Tuesday 4 June. The 3,700-kilometre route
faces no competition and will be operated by the
airline’s A320 fleet. Frequency reduces to 4-weekly in
winter. Middle East rival Emirates also serves Malta
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from Dubai, but with a stop in Larnaka in Cyprus in both
directions. The new Qatar Airways service is the longest
route flown non-stop from Malta. The next longest is Air
Malta’s service to St. Petersburg which clocks in at just
under 2,900 kilometres. Malta is the second of three
new European destinations that Qatar Airways is adding
in 2019. It launched service to Izmir in Turkey on 23 May
and will be adding Lisbon to its network later this month.
During the first week of June, Ryanair launched 18
routes connecting existing airports, plus two routes to
destinations it has not served before. The new airports in
its network, both in Croatia, are Dubrovnik and Split.
Both these destinations will be connected to the airline’s
home base of Dublin, both with 4-weekly flights during
summer. Local rival Aer Lingus already serves both
markets. Ryanair has served Pula in Croatia for over a
decade, Rijeka since 2011 and even opened a base at
Zadar in S13. However, it has so far never served the
country’s capital, Zagreb. The remaining 18 new routes
are all served either weekly, 2-weekly or 3-weekly and
involve 27 different airports. Malaga and Palma de
Mallorca are the only airports to register more than two
new routes, with three each. Heraklion, Kalamata,
London STN, Milan MXP and Sofia all celebrate two new
routes with the Irish ULCC. The full list of new routes
launched during the last fortnight is: BarcelonaPodgorica (weekly), Bordeaux-Malaga (3-weekly versus
Volotea and Vueling), Budapest-Palma de Mallorca
(weekly versus Wizz Air), Cologne Bonn-Knock (2weekly), Dublin-Dubrovnik (4-weekly versus Aer Lingus),
Dublin-Split (4-weekly versus Aer Lingus), DublinTarbes/Lourdes (2-weekly), Liverpool-Corfu (2-weekly),
London STN-Kalamata (weekly), London STN-Rodez (2weekly, resumption from S15), Malaga-Cardiff (3-weekly
versus Vueling and TUI Airways), Malaga-Milan MXP (3weekly versus easyJet), Manchester-Poitiers (2-weekly),
Milan BGY-Heraklion (2-weekly), Milan MXP-Heraklion
(3-weekly versus easyJet and Neos), Naples-Cork (2weekly), Palma de Mallorca-Murcia RMU (3-weekly),
Palma-Prague (weekly versus SmartWings), SofiaChania (2-weekly) and Sofia-Kalamata (weekly).

flying the service in S19. This summer Saudia has
increased its seat capacity to Europe by an estimated
7%. Athens becomes the SkyTeam carrier’s 14th
European destination, and only new European
destination this summer. In terms of seat capacity,
Istanbul IST, Paris CDG and London LHR are the airline’s
top three European markets, with Istanbul capacity
almost three times more than for the next biggest
market.

SCAT Airlines of Kazakhstan began two new international routes from the country’s recently renamed capital,
Nur-Sultan (formerly known as Astana). On 2 June the
carrier began 2-weekly (Thursday and Sunday) service on
the 3,940-kilometre route to Prague. Two days later it
began 2-weekly (Tuesday and Friday) flights on the 2,510
-kilometre route to Batumi in Georgia. Both routes will
be flown using the airline’s 737-300s and neither faces
direct competition. SCAT Airlines was founded in 1997
and currently has a fleet of 19 aircraft according to
planespotters.net, comprising three 757s, nine 737s of
various types (including one grounded 737 MAX 8) and
seven CRJ-200s.

connected non-stop to 21 European airports, two more
than in S18. Apart from Budapest, London LGW is also
new with China Eastern Airlines having added 3-weekly
flights in early December 2018.
SkyUp Airlines of Ukraine recently switched its base of
operations from Kyiv IEV to Kyiv KBP. From there it has
launched 11 new routes in the last fortnight. The new
routes are to Alicante (4-weekly), Catania (2-weekly),
Faro (2-weekly), Nice (2-weekly versus Ukraine
International Airlines’s [UIA] 4-weekly service), Odessa
(3-weekly versus UIA 3-daily), Palma de Mallorca (2weekly versus UIA’s 2-weekly service), Paris CDG (3weekly versus Air France’s 2-daily and UIA’s 2-daily
service), Rimini (2-weekly), Tirana (2-weekly), Varna
(weekly) and Yerevan (2-weekly versus UIA’s 11-weekly
service). Away from Kyiv, SkyUp Airlines also launched
four new routes from Kharkiv, to Kutaisi (2-weekly),
Odessa (2-weekly), Paris CDG (weekly) and Rimini
(weekly). None of these four routes are served by any
other carrier. According to planespotters.net, SkyUp
Airlines currently operates a fleet of six 737-800s and
two 737-700s.

SunExpress has doubled the number of international
routes it is operating from Konya in south-central
Turkey. On 13 June it began weekly flights to Oslo
followed by weekly flights to Stuttgart on 14 June. These
join the airline’s existing weekly services to Copenhagen
and Stockholm ARN. Copenhagen is also served by both
Pegasus Airlines and Turkish Airlines according to
Cirium Data and Analytics. Last year Konya handled 1.13
million passengers with domestic traffic down 11% to
1.01 million but international passengers up 8% to
almost 116,000.

S7 Airlines on Saturday 1 June launched its second route
to Nice in the south of France. Having launched 6-weekly
service from Moscow DME on 29 April, it was the turn of
St. Petersburg to be connected to the French airport
with 2-weekly (Wednesday and Saturday) service using
the airline’s A319s. The service operates until the end of
September. Competition on the 2,380-kilometre route
comes from Aeroflot which offers a daily service during
the summer, up from 6-weekly last summer.

Shanghai Airlines became the latest Chinese airline to
venture into the European market when it began 3weekly service from Shanghai PVG to Budapest on
Friday 7 June. The carrier is using its 787-9s on the 8,400
-kilometre route, which is not served by any other
carrier. This is Budapest’s second link to China as Air
China already flies 4-weekly to Beijing. Shanghai is now

SunExpress Germany has taken over a couple of routes
from Düsseldorf that were previously operated by
Germania. On 7 June the leisure carrier began serving
Beirut in Lebanon (2-weekly) and Erbil in Iraq (weekly).

Saudi Arabian Airlines returned to the Greek capital
after an absence of over 10 years when the carrier
resumed service from Riyadh to Athens on Sunday 2
June. The 4-weekly service, flown by the airline’s A320
fleet, will operate on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and
Sundays. Competition on the 2,590-kilometre route
comes from Aegean Airlines, which offers a 3-weekly
service. Last year flynas also operated the route 2weekly during the peak summer season, but it is not
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Iraqi Airways also offers a weekly service on the Erbil
route. SunExpress Germany also started serving Beirut
from Stuttgart on 7 June with a weekly service. A third
route to Beirut will begin on 28 June from Hannover.
TAP Portugal now serves two additional destinations in
the US from its Lisbon base. On 1 June the Star Alliance
carrier began 5-weekly service on the 6,450-kilometre
route to Chicago. This was followed on 10 June by the
introduction of 5-weekly service to San Francisco. This
latter route is flown using the airline’s A330-900s, while
the former is mostly operated by the airline’s A330-200s.
Neither route is flown by any other carrier. With flights
to Washington IAD beginning on 16 June, TAP Portugal
now serves seven US destinations non-stop this summer
compared with just four in S18. The longer established
routes are to Boston, Miami, New York EWR and New
York JFK. As a result of these two new routes, Chicago is
now connected non-stop to 25 European cities (it has
gained Athens and Lisbon since last summer but lost
Manchester) while San Francisco is connected to 18 (it
has gained Barcelona, Lisbon, London LGW and Milan
MXP services since S18).

Transavia France on 5 June added a 3-weekly service to
Oran in Algiers from its rapidly expanding base in
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Nantes. No other carrier connects these two airports.
However, other airlines including Aigle Azur, Air Algerie,
Air France and ASL Airlines France offer flights from
other French airports to Oran. Transavia France has
increased its capacity from Nantes by around 55% this
summer and added new routes to Budapest,
Copenhagen, Mykonos, Palermo, Santorini, Tel Aviv and
Tunis since last summer, as well as Oran. The carrier
now has around 13% of seat capacity at the airport in
S19, ranking it third behind easyJet (23%) and Volotea
(15%).
TUI fly Belgium (IATA code TB, formerly known as
Jetairfly) has launched nine new routes between 7 June
and 13 June connecting Europe and Morocco, six to
Casablanca and three to Nador. The airline now
connects Alicante, Lille and Madrid to both Moroccan
airports, while Milan BGY, Montpellier and Paris CDG
are connected to Casablanca. All flights operate either 2weekly or 3-weekly except for the Paris route which is 4weekly. TUI fly Belgium has also added new routes since
last summer between Antwerp and Tangier (started 9
November 2018), Paris CDG and Rabat (starting 3 July),
and Paris CDG and Oujda (starting 1 July).

Turkish Airlines added a couple of low frequency routes
to its network recently. On 2 June the carrier resumed
service between Ankara and Düsseldorf using its A321s.
Operating weekly, the carrier faces stiff competition
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from SunExpress (9-weekly) and Pegasus Airlines (3weekly). This is the last of seven new international
routes Turkish Airlines has added from Ankara since last
summer, joining Baghdad, Baku, Hannover, London
LGW, Rome FCO and Tbilisi. The other new route,
launched on 6 June, is the airline’s only international
route from Dalaman, to Amman in Jordan. This service
will also operate weekly (Thursdays) using the carrier’s
A320 fleet. Flights depart Dalaman at 01:50 with the
return flight leaving the Jordanian capital at 05:00.
United Airlines launched its latest European route on
Thursday 6 June. On that day the Star Alliance carrier
began daily service from New York EWR to Prague using
its 767-300s. This was the last of the airline’s four new
European routes to start this summer. Prague is a new
destination for United Airlines and the route faces no
direct competition, though Delta Air Lines operates a
daily service between New York JFK and Prague. The
only other non-stop link from Prague to the US is
provided by American Airlines with a daily service to
Philadelphia. Delta also used to link Atlanta and Prague,
but this route was last served in S11.

Ural Airlines added two new destinations in France to its
route network from Moscow DME in the first week of
June. On 2 June the Russian carrier began 3-weekly
service to Montpellier, while the following day a 3weekly service to Bordeaux started. Neither route faces
direct competition, and both will be flown using the
airline’s A320s. Last year Pobeda offered a 2-weekly
service between Moscow VKO and Bordeaux, but this
route has not reappeared for S19. These new routes are
Ural Airlines’s only new routes to Western Europe in
S19. It also serves Barcelona and Larnaka with daily
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flights, Rimini (4-weekly), Palma de Mallorca (3-weekly)
and Venice VCE (weekly) according to Cirium Data and
Analytics.

Volotea has made Rijeka in Croatia its newest
destination with weekly flights from Marseille having
started on 5 June. This is the airline’s fifth and last new
destination for S19 after A Coruna (4 April), Tangier (5

April), Porto (14 April) and Murcia RMU (30 May). The
Rijeka service was one of ten new routes launched by
Volotea during the last fortnight. The complete list is;
Athens-Strasbourg,
Bordeaux-Pula,
Genoa-Corfu,
Genoa-Malaga, Genoa-Malta, Madrid-Bastia, MarseilleBari, Marseille-Rijeka, Verona-Malta and VeronaZakynthos. All routes are served just weekly apart from
Marseille-Bari and Verona-Malta routes which are
served 2-weekly. All routes are seasonal and cease
operations between 25 September and 3 October. Only
one route is already served, with Aegean Airlines
offering weekly flights on the Athens-Strasbourg route.
The Genoa and Marseille routes will use 717s while the
others will be flown using A319s.

Calgary is now linked non-stop to six European airports,
with Dublin and Paris CDG having joined Amsterdam,
Frankfurt, London LGW and London LHR.

Vueling added two new routes from Bilbao on Sunday 2
June. It now offers 2-weekly service to A Coruna and 3weekly service to Porto. Volotea already serves both
routes with 2-weekly flights. Vueling now serves 23
routes from Bilbao this summer, just one more than in
S18 as it has dropped a weekly connection to Bucharest.
Its share of capacity at Bilbao in S19 is now 40%. Vueling
also launched a new domestic route from Seville to
Asturias, a connection it last offered in S16. The 4weekly service is also facing competition from Volotea,
who also 4-weekly flights. This is Vueling’s only new
route from Seville in S19, increasing the number of
destinations it serves non-stop from the airport to 16.

XL Airways France on 3 June moved its Paris CDG to
New York service from JFK to Newark. The daily service,
operated by the airline’s A330 fleet, will now compete
directly with United Airlines’s 2-daily service. Last
summer both Delta Air Lines and Primera Air offered
daily flights from CDG to Newark. LEVEL (4-weekly) and
La Compagnie (2-daily) connect Paris ORY with Newark,
while Air France flies daily between Orly and JFK. Finally,
Air France (4-daily), Delta Air Lines (2-daily) and
Norwegian (daily) fly between Paris CDG and New York
JFK. As a result of these changes, overall seat capacity
between Paris and New York is down around 5% this
summer according to Cirium Data and Analytics.

WestJet now connects Calgary and Dublin. The Canadian
carrier launched 3-weekly flights on the route on 1 June.
The 6,600-kilometre route will be flown by the airline’s
new 787-9s and faces no direct competition. WestJet
already serves London LGW and Paris CDG from Calgary,
while also serving Dublin from Halifax (a route started
on 29 April). This now brings to 12 the number of
European routes operated by WestJet. With Norwegian
having started flights to Hamilton from Dublin on 31
March, the Irish capital is now linked non-stop to six
Canadian cities in S19, compared with just four in S18.

Out of 26 flybmi routes flown last summer, 12 are now being flown
by other carriers; sister airline Loganair has picked up seven routes
The collapse of flybmi in mid-February 2019, six weeks
before the start of the summer season, presented an
opportunity for other carriers to consider whether they
wanted to enter any of the 26 markets the UK regional
carrier had operated in S18, with its mix of 37- and 49seat Embraer jets. The Bristol to Paris CDG route was
already being flown by easyJet, but of the remaining 25
routes 11 are now being flown by other carriers.
Of the 11, seven have been picked up by flybmi’s sister
airline, Scottish-based Loganair. Braathens Regional,
Brussels Airlines and Lufthansa have each picked up a
route, while both easyJet (starting 1 July) and Ryanair
(began on 26 May) have chosen to connect Bristol with

Milan MXP. This is one of three routes where flybmi’s
former passengers are now being targeted by not one,
but two carriers.

also currently remain unserved. These are four German
routes (to Düsseldorf, Frankfurt, Hamburg and Munich)
and one Swedish route (to Gothenburg).

On two routes from Aberdeen, to Esbjerg and Oslo,
Loganair has been joined by an additional carrier; Danish
Air Transport on the Esbjerg route and SAS on the Oslo
route. Whether traffic can be stimulated enough on
these routes to allow both carriers to be profitable
remains to be seen, but history suggests that is unlikely.
Of the 14 still unserved routes, six involve routes from
Munich. So far there have been no takers for the routes
from the Bavarian hub to Bristol, Brno, Lublin, Milan
BGY, Norrkoping and Saarbrücken. Five Bristol routes

Route

flybmi flights
in S18

Carrier in S19
(flights in S19)

Route

flybmi flights
in S18

Carrier in S19
(flights in S19)

Bristol - Frankfurt

543

-

Munich - Norrkoping

293

-

Bristol - Brussels

525

Brussels Airlines (52)

Munich - Lublin

213

-

London STN - City of Derry

398

Loganair (398)

Stuttgart - Rostock

211

-

Bristol - Munich

397

-

Bristol - Düsseldorf

181

-

Munich - Rostock

396

Lufthansa (258)

Bristol - Hamburg

175

-

Bristol - Paris CDG

373

easyJet* (332)

Newcastle - Stavanger

159

Loganair (183)

Frankfurt - Jonkoping

367

-

Bristol - Aberdeen

157

Loganair (190)

Jonkoping - Karlstad

367

-

Aberdeen - Esbjerg

152

Loganair (175), Danish Air Transport (142)

Munich - Milan BGY

365

-

Aberdeen - Oslo

128

SAS (137), Loganair (59)

Munich - Saarbrücken

352

-

Brussels - Nuremberg

127

-

Brussels - Newcastle

325

Loganair (303)

Bristol - Milan MXP

51

easyJet (64), Ryanair (58)

Munich - Brno

304

-

Gothenburg - Lyon

42

Braathens Regional (42)

East Midlands - Brussels

293

Loganair (88)

Bristol - Gothenburg

41

-

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics for S18 and S19. *Also served in S18
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both Copenhagen and Stockholm ARN. Compared with
last year the number of routes dropped by these flagcarriers has virtually doubled from over 50 to just over
100, while the number of routes launched has remained

approximately the same at around 170. While five
carriers have reduced hub capacity this summer, for four
of them the reduction is less than 2%. The exception is
Adria Airways in Ljubljana which has cut peak capacity by

almost 6% as well as dropping 10 routes and adding just
one, a weekly (Friday) charter service to Lemnos in
Greece which operates from mid-June to mid-September
using the airline’s CRJ 900s.

Airline (hub)

Airports added (S19 v S18) [non-stop service]

Airports no longer served
or no longer served non-stop in S19

Turkish Airlines (IST)

Canakkale, Caracas, Dakar, Denpasar-Bali, Ganja, Lusaka, Linz, Marrakech, Mexico City,
N’Djamena, Port Harcourt, Sharjah, Siirt, Strasbourg, Sulaymaniyah, Usak, Zonguldak

Ahwaz, Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden, Kilimanjaro

Lufthansa (FRA)

Addis Ababa, Agadir, Austin, Bodrum, Cancun, Heraklion, Thessaloniki, Tivat, Trieste, Tromsø

Osaka KIX, Pune, San Jose, Turin

Aeroflot (SVO)

Bukhara, Colombo, Denpasar-Bali, Dubai DWC, Dublin, Gothenburg, Grozny, Izhevsk, Ljubljana,
Makhachkala, Marseille, Nalchik, Nazran, Osh, Palma de Mallorca, Paris ORY, Ulyanovsk,
Vladikavkaz

-

British Airways (LHR)

Bastia, Charleston, Doha, Durban, Islamabad, Ljubljana, Montpellier, Moscow SVO, Osaka KIX,
Pittsburgh, Preveza, Valencia

Almeria, Asturias, Bilbao, Luanda, Menorca, Murcia
MJV, Muscat, Tallinn, Tehran,

Air France (CDG)

Belgrade, Conakry, Dallas/Fort Worth, Heraklion, Lorient, Olbia, Palermo, Quito, Split, Tbilisi

Agadir, Guangzhou, Riyadh, Tehran

KLM (AMS)

Boston, Las Vegas, Marseille, Naples, Wroclaw

Freetown, Southampton, Tehran

Lufthansa (MUC)

Alicante, Bangkok, Biarritz, Edinburgh, Osaka KIX, Rijeka, Rimini, Rostock, Strasbourg, Tivat

Ankara, Geneva, Pisa, Santiago de Compostela, Turin

Iberia (MAD)

Bastia, Bergen, Corfu, Genoa, Paris XCR, Verona, Zadar

Biarritz, Caracas, Cardiff

SWISS (ZRH)

Bremen, Gdansk, Heringsdorf

-

Alitalia (FCO)

Ajaccio, Alghero, Comiso, Kefalonia, Milan BGY, Olbia, Washington IAD

Tehran, Thessaloniki

Austrian Airlines (VIE)

Brindisi, Montreal

Hong Kong, Linz, Shiraz, Toronto

TAP Portugal (LIS)

Basel, Chicago, Dublin, Naples, San Francisco, Tel Aviv, Tenerife TFS, Washington IAD

A Coruna, Asturias, Bucharest, Vigo

Finnair (HEL)

Bologna, Bordeaux, Hannover, Los Angeles, Porto, Trondheim

Biarritz, Kos, Minsk, Pafos, Pisa, Pula, Rimini, Varna,
Verona

Aegean Airlines (ATH)

Casablanca, Ibiza, Marrakech, Sarajevo, Skopje, Tunis, Valencia

Cluj-Napoca, Genoa, Kuwait, Tehran, Turin, Zadar

Aer Lingus (DUB)

London LCY, Minneapolis-St. Paul

Murcia MJV, Stuttgart

SAS (ARN)

Beirut, Catania, Marseille, Milan MXP, Naples, Oulu, Reykjavik KEF

Birmingham, Hong Kong, Mykonos, Rhodes, Verona

SAS (CPH)

Bornholm, Catania, Florence, Hong Kong, London STN, Marseille, Newquay, Szczecin

Malta, Riga, Sarajevo, Toulon

SAS (OSL)

Antalya, Faro

Thessaloniki, Visby, Warsaw WAW

Brussels Airlines (BRU)

Bristol, Kyiv KBP, Moscow SVO

Menorca, Mumbai, Mykonos

LOT (WAW)

Beirut, Corfu, Delhi, London LCY, Miami, Varna

Moscow DME

Icelandair (KEF)

Düsseldorf

Baltimore/Washington, Cleveland, Dallas/Fort Worth,
Halifax, Paris ORY

airBaltic (RIX)

Dublin, Kos, Lviv, Menorca, Stuttgart

-

Air Serbia (BEG)

Barcelona, Cairo, Helsinki, Krasnodar, Kyiv KBP, Madrid, Nice, Rijeka, Zadar

-

Czech Airlines (PRG)

-

Aarhus, Bratislava, Ekaterinburg, Ostrava, Kazan, Pisa,
Riyadh, Rostov-on-Don, Samara, Skopje,
St. Petersburg, Strasbourg, Ufa, Växjö, Yerevan

TAROM (OTP)

Cairo, Odessa, Tbilisi, Yerevan

-

Luxair (LUX)

Menorca, Palermo, Split

Alicante, Brac, Stockholm ARN, Turin

Croatia Airlines (ZAG)

-

-

Adria Airways (LJU)

Lemnos

Brac, Bucharest, Düsseldorf, Geneva, Hamburg, Kyiv
KBP, Monastir, Moscow SVO, Samos, Warsaw WAW

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics for May to September 2019 and May to September 2018
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