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Vueling launched its first commercial flights using two A320s on 
1 July 2004, from Barcelona to Palma de Mallorca, Paris CDG 
and Valencia and from Valencia to Palma de Mallorca and Paris 
CDG. It therefore recently celebrated its 15th birthday. 

Originally set up by private investors, including a senior 
member of JetBlue, the airline’s key bosses were Carlos Munoz 
(CEO) and Lazaro Ros (COO). After Vueling was merged with 
Iberia-supported clickair in 2009, the two bosses went off to set 
up Volotea. Alex Cruz, now boss of British Airways, took over at 
the helm of Vueling, having been CEO of clickair. 

Growth peaked in 2014 after Italian expansion 

Since 2009 Vueling has grown steadily but not over aggressively 
with annual seat capacity growing by less than 20% per annum, 
except in 2014, when capacity surged by almost 24%. That was 
the year it set up a major base in Rome, possibly in anticipation 
of Alitalia finally ceasing operations, which seemed particularly 
likely at the time. It also opened smaller bases in Brussels BRU 
and Florence that year as well. 

Vueling is now part of IAG and until recently its passenger 
figures were combined with those of other member airlines. 
However, in the first half of 2019, IAG traffic statistics show that 
Vueling has carried 15.9 million passengers (up 6.4% compared 
with 2018 H1) at a load factor of 85.0%.  

In comparison, Iberia only handled 10.6 million passengers 
during the same period, while Aer Lingus carried 5.5 million and 
British Airways 23.1 million. However, because of larger aircraft 
and longer sector lengths, Iberia’s ASKs are still almost double 
those of Vueling. 

Fleet of over 120 Airbus 

According to planespotters.net, the airline’s fleet currently 
comprises 122 narrowbody Airbus aircraft; five 144-seat A319s, 
102 A320s (including 17 186-seat neos), and 15 220-seat A321s. 
When IAG decided to enter the long-haul, low-cost market it 
chose to create a new brand, LEVEL, rather than use the 
Vueling name. 

33% share of Spanish domestic market 

The airline’s home base of Barcelona is by far its busiest airport,  
with well over five times as many flights this summer than from 

its next busiest base at Rome FCO. The Spanish domestic 
market is also the airline’s leading country-pair market. 
According to Cirium Data and Analytics, Vueling offers one-third 
of all seats in the domestic market, with Iberia on 17%, Air 
Europa 15% and Ryanair 14%. 

Looked at another way, almost 40% of Vueling’s seat capacity in 
2019 Q3 is allocated to the Spanish domestic market. The 
leading international markets of France, Italy and the UK 
account for around 13%, 11% and 4.5% respectively. 

10 of top 15 airports are in Spain 

This focus on the Spanish domestic market can also be seen in 
the list of the airline’s top 15 airports for seat capacity this 
summer. While Barcelona dominates, nine of the next 14  
busiest airports are also in Spain, with Palma de Mallorca, 
Bilbao and Malaga leading the way. With capacity growth of 
30%, Valencia is the second fastest-growing of Vueling’s top 15 
airports, ahead of London LGW (+28%), but well behind Paris 
CDG (+62%). 

The five non-Spanish airports in the top 15 are Rome FCO, the 
two main Paris airports, London LGW and Amsterdam. 
Amsterdam has seen a significant drop as much of the capacity 
is being transferred to fellow IAG airline LEVEL. Some routes 
that Vueling operated from Orly (such as Copenhagen, Ibiza, 
Menorca and Palma de Mallorca) have been transferred to 
CDG. 

After the rapid expansion at Rome FCO in S14, followed by 
further growth of around 40% in S15, Vueling’s development in 
the Italian capital has stalled, with only one new route (Paris 
CDG) launched since the end of S16.  

UK market treated with caution 

Vueling was reluctant to get too involved in the highly 
competitive UK market. Its first flights (all to London LHR) were 
inherited from clickair in July 2009. In S10 Vueling began 
serving Edinburgh, seasonally from Barcelona, although the 
route was then suspended in S11 before returning in S12. 
Cardiff and Southampton services from Barcelona began in S12. 

It was not until March 2013 that 
Vueling started serving Gatwick, 
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Welcome 

I have been waiting 44 years for 
England to win the Cricket World Cup 
for the first time and it finally 
happened on Sunday, by the very 
narrowest of margins. Like the football 
World Cup and the Olympics, the event 
only comes around every four years so 
patience has been required.  

While England celebrates its cricketers, 
Vueling recently reached 15 years of 
low-cost operation and is analysed in 
our lead story this issue.  We also take 
a look at Croatia Airlines and its 
achievement of not launching (or 
dropping) any routes in 2019. 

Geneva and the Europe-Vietnam 
market are also studied, while we have 
analysis of almost 100 new routes 
launched across Europe during the last 
fortnight. 

Ralph Anker 
ralph@anker-report.com 
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Croatia Airlines started operations under that name in 
July 1990 and is based in Zagreb, the country’s capital. 
The airline currently has a fleet of 14 aircraft according 
to planespotters.net; two 174-seat A320s, four 144-seat 
A319s, two 100-seat CRJ-1000s (operated by Air 
Nostrum) and six 76-seat Q400s. The airline has been a 
member of the Star Alliance since late 2004. 

In 2018 Croatia Airlines handled a record 2.169 million 
passengers, 2% more than in the previous year. 
International traffic saw a 3% increase to 1.642 million 
passengers while domestic traffic was flat at 527,000. 

Modest growth during the last decade

International capacity has grown modestly during the 
last decade. The last time Croatia Airlines increased 
annual capacity by more than 5% was back in 2008. The 
majority of its international flights operate from Zagreb 
from where the carrier serves 23 international and four 
domestic destinations with scheduled services this 
summer. 

However, it also serves 14 international routes from Split 
and eight from Dubrovnik. These are mostly summer, 
seasonal services with just four international routes from 
these airports operated year-round. 

Half of all seats at Zagreb in summer 

This summer (as last summer) Croatia Airlines accounts 
for just under half of all scheduled seat capacity in 
Zagreb, well ahead of its nearest rival, fellow Star 
Alliance member Lufthansa, which, combined with its 
LCC Eurowings, accounts for around 12% of the airport’s 
capacity. 

No new routes in 2019 

After launching four new international routes from 
Zagreb in 2016 and 2017, and a further two (Dublin and 
Mostar) in 2018, Croatia Airlines has launched no new 
routes in 2019. Conversely, it has not dropped any 
routes either. 

Looking at the airline’s routes by ASKs, the route to 
Frankfurt from Zagreb (served 3-daily) dominates, 
almost twice as big as the next biggest route, the 
domestic route (shown in red) to Dubrovnik. Another 
domestic route (to Split) also makes the top 15, while 
three of the airline’s five routes to Frankfurt (shown in 
grey) all make the top 15 as well. Croatia Airlines also 
serves the German hub from Pula and Zadar.  

Europe’s major (U)LCCs so far avoiding Zagreb 

Last year Zagreb handled 3.34 million passengers. Since 
joining the EU in July 2013, Europe’s major (U)LCCs have 
focussed on serving the coastal destinations in Croatia, 
rather than Zagreb. None of easyJet, Ryanair or Wizz Air 
serve Zagreb, while Norwegian and Vueling each offer 
just a single seasonal route. This gives Croatia Airlines, at 
least for now, a fairly comfortable operating 
environment at its home airport. 

Croatia Airlines launches no new routes in 2019; summer fleet of 14 
aircraft operates 49 international routes from Croatian airports 

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics schedule data for January 2004 to December 2019. 

Year Non-stop international destinations added (at least 20 annual flights) Non-stop international destinations no longer served 

2005 Milan MXP  

2006 Mostar  

2007 Istanbul IST, London LGW Milan MXP, Prague 

2008 Copenhagen, Düsseldorf, Podgorica, Pristina Istanbul IST, Mostar 

2009 Barcelona, Gothenburg Düsseldorf 

2010 Athens, Rome FCO Gothenburg 

2011 Istanbul IST Athens 

2012 Athens Rome FCO 

2013 - Athens 

2014 - Istanbul IST, London LGW, Podgorica 

2015 - - 

2016 Lisbon, Milan MXP, Prague, St. Petersburg - 

2017 Bucharest, Helsinki, Oslo, Stockholm ARN - 

2018 Dublin, Mostar Pristina 

2019 - - 

Croatia Airlines’s international network developments from Zagreb 2005-2019 
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Baltics: Healthy traffic growth of over 9% in May across 
all Baltic airports, driven by the continued growth of 
airBaltic. LOT’s decline is because they operate the 
flights for Nordica, who are winding down their 
operations from Tallinn. 
Belgium: Capacity grew faster than demand in Belgium 

in May, with seven of the top eight airlines adding seats 
while demand remained virtually unchanged. Brussels 
Airlines grew slightly faster than Ryanair. 
Portugal: Solid 6% passenger growth across Portugal’s 
busiest airports in May, with only Funchal not reporting 
an increase in passengers. easyJet just beat TAP Portugal 

for fastest-growth among the top seven airlines, with 
three airlines showing a small year-on year drop in seats. 
Romania: Traffic was up 13% across all Romanian 
airports in May driven by the country’s busiest airline, 
Wizz Air, growing capacity by almost 18%. Local carrier 
Blue Air has cut capacity by over 20%. 

http://www.milanbergamoairport.it/
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Passenger numbers at Geneva have more than doubled 
between 2004 and 2017 from 8.6 million to 17.4 million, 
while further growth of 2% in 2018 saw the airport 
handle 17.7 million passengers last year. It is 
Switzerland’s second busiest airport after Zurich, which 
handled 31.1 million passengers in 2018. 

Since 2011 (when traffic grew by just over 10%), 
passenger numbers have increased by between 2% and 
6%. The airport’s seasonality profile is unusual for a 
European airport as it has two peaks, one in summer 
(July and August) and one in late winter (March) which is 
driven by ski traffic. 

easyJet is biggest carrier 

The biggest carrier at the airport (since 2005) is easyJet, 
which began operating from Geneva in December 1997 
to the airline’s home base of London LTN. January 1999 
saw the addition of a Liverpool service, while routes to 
Amsterdam, Barcelona and Nice were added in July of 
that year.  

Some 90 routes have been offered at some point by 
easyJet since December 1997, with the airline operating 
a number of both summer-only and winter-only routes. 
In 2019 easyJet is still offering flights to 78 of those 
destinations. The most recent route additions have been 
Rennes and Warsaw WAW in October 2018 and Pula in 
Croatia in June 2019. However, compared with last 
summer, easyJet no longer serves either Asturias in 
Spain, Munich in Germany or Pisa in Italy. 

This summer easyJet accounts for around 41% of 
scheduled seat capacity at the airport, well ahead of 
SWISS with 17%. 

SWISS adds six new leisure routes 

SWISS has  grown its presence at the airport significantly 
this summer by starting six new seasonal leisure routes 
(most of which are already served by easyJet) and also 
taking over the majority of the flights previously 
operated by Lufthansa to its bases at Frankfurt and 
Munich.  

The rest of the top 15 airlines at Geneva are all either 
European flag-carriers or long-haul carriers (Emirates 
and United Airlines). 

Kenya Airways new for S19 

Kenya Airways recently became the airport’s newest 
partner when it launched flights from Nairobi. These 
operate in conjunction with the carrier’s also new Rome 
service. This becomes Geneva’s longest non-stop service 
to Africa, with various destinations in Algeria, Egypt, 
Morocco and Tunisia already served. The airport 
currently has just one non-stop service to Asia, Air 
China’s 3-weekly service to Beijing. 

North American services are provided by United Airlines, 
which offers daily flights to New York EWR and 
Washington, SWISS flies daily to new New York JFK and 
Air Canada has a daily link to Montreal. 

All three of the global Middle East carriers (Emirates, 
Etihad Airways and Qatar Airways) have daily flights to 
their hubs in Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Doha respectively, 
while Saudi Arabian Airlines has daily flights to both 
Jeddah and Riyadh. In addition, Kuwait Airways has 2-

weekly service from Kuwait City. Other Middle Eastern 
destinations served include Amman (by Royal Jordanian), 
Beirut (by Middle East Airlines) and Tel Aviv (by El Al and 
easyJet). 

Baku and Nairobi newest destinations 

Apart from Nairobi there is one other destination served 
this summer that was not served last summer, Baku in 

Azerbaijan. The national carrier, Azerbaijan Airlines, 
began 2-weekly service at the start of W18/19 with an 
A319. Apart from Asturias and Pisa, Geneva is also 
currently without direct service to Ljubljana in Slovenia 
after Adria Airways withdrew from the 640-kilometre 
route last September. Another airline no longer serving 
Geneva is Cobalt, which collapsed in October 2018. 

Geneva traffic doubles in 13 years; easyJet has 40% of seats and 78 
routes; Kenya Airways and Azerbaijan Airlines are newest carriers 
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The Europe-Vietnam market has seen impressive growth 
in recent years with scheduled seat capacity up around 
10% every year since 2015. While Vietnam Airlines’s 
capacity has remained relatively stable since 2012, 
capacity provided by all other carriers in the market has 
almost trebled during the same period. As a result 
Vietnam Airlines’s share of the market has fallen from 
around 90% in 2009 to under 50% for the first time in 
2019. 

Non-Vietnamese carriers double seats since 2016 

Since 2016 capacity by non-Vietnamese carriers has 
doubled from 245,000 one-way seats to 491,000 in 2019.  
According to analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics, the 
carriers which have been responsible for this capacity 
growth are Turkish Airlines (83,000 additional seats), 
Aeroflot (plus 56,000), Pegas Fly (plus 53,000), 
NordWind Airlines (plus 30,000) and TUI Airlines (plus 
13,000). 

Turkish Airlines only began serving Hanoi and Ho Chi 
Minh City non-top in June 2016, having previously 

served Ho Chi Minh City via Bangkok. The Star Alliance 
carrier currently serves Hanoi 3-weekly and Ho Chi Minh 
City 4-weekly. However, frequency is set to rise later this 
summer and by October Hanoi will be served 6-weekly 
and Ho Chi Minh City daily. Among European carriers 
only Aeroflot offers more annual capacity to Vietnam. It 
serves Hanoi from Moscow SVO with daily flights and Ho 
Chi Minh City with between 2- and 3-weekly service 
during 2019. 

Russian tourism driving growth 

Vietnam is one of Russia’s top 10 tourist destinations 
with over 600,000 Russians visiting the country in 2018 
according to Rosstat and Rostourism. This is double the 
number of visitors recorded in 2015. Russia’s Pegas Fly 
will operate almost 200 flights this year to Nha Trang, a 
popular beach destinations, while also offering 16 non-
stop flights to Phu Quoc from Moscow VKO. NordWind 
Airlines has also been focussing its attention on leisure 
flights to Nha Trang, and is offering over 100 in 2019.  

TUI Airlines is serving Phu Quoc this year from several 

Nordic airports (Copenhagen, Gothenburg, Helsinki, Oslo 
and Stockholm) as well as London LGW, with a total of 
47 flights. This is about the same as in 2018. 

Air France only EU flag-carrier serving market 

Air France is the only EU flag-carrier to serve Vietnam 
regularly with non-stop service, with its 3-weekly service 
from Paris CDG to Ho Chi Minh City. Vietnam Airlines 
serves both London LHR and Frankfurt, so at some point 
in the future British Airways and/or Lufthansa may 
launch service to Vietnam. 

For Europeans wishing to travel to Vietnam, both 
Emirates and Qatar Airways serve both Hanoi and Ho Chi 
Minh City with at least daily flights from their Dubai and 
Doha hubs. Qatar Airways also serves Da Nang with 4-
weekly flights.  

Etihad Airways used to serve Ho Chi Minh City from Abu 
Dhabi, a route it started in October 2013. However, this 
route was suspended by the airline last August. With 
Vietnam becoming an ever more popular tourist 
destination, further routes are likely to be launched. 

Europe-Vietnam set for fourth straight year of double-digit growth; 
Vietnam Airlines’s share falls from 90% to below 50% in just 10 years 
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Launched routes 

Irish fans of the pop legend Prince will now be able to 
visit the star’s Paisley Park studio complex more easily 
thanks to Aer Lingus making Minneapolis/St. Paul its 
latest US destination from Dublin. On 1 July the carrier 
began linking the two cities, initially 5-weekly, increasing 
to daily by the beginning of August. ASL Airlines Ireland 
provides the 757s which are operated on the route. Aer 
Lingus now serves 13 US destinations non-stop this 
summer from Dublin, one more than in S18. 
Minneapolis/St. Paul is now served non-stop from six 
European airports, the others being Amsterdam (by 
both Delta Air Lines and KLM), Frankfurt (by Condor), 
London LHR (by Delta), Paris CDG (by both Air France 
and Delta) and Reykjavik KEF (by both Delta and 
Icelandair). This is Aer Lingus’s only new route launched 
this summer from Dublin. It began serving London LCY 
last October at the start of W18/19. The Irish carrier has 
dropped two routes in S19; Murcia MJV (it has not 
shifted flights to Murcia RMU) and Stuttgart (a route 
which coincidentally Ryanair has also dropped at the 
end of June 2019). 

Air Canada Rouge now connects Montreal with 
Bordeaux. On 3 July the Canadian carrier began 3-
weekly flights between the two airports using its 767-
300ERs, with the first Bordeaux originating flight 
launching on 4 July. Flights will operate until the first 
week of September. The 5,500-kilometre route is already 
served 4-weekly by Air Transat. Air Canada is set to 
acquire Air Transat in the near future, though the 
Transat and Air Transat brands will remain. What that 
means for capacity/frequency on this route for next year 
remains to be seen. This is the second of two new 
European routes launched by Air Canada (including its 
Rouge subsidiary) this summer, the other being Toronto 
to Vienna, a daily service which launched at the end of 
April, but which was really just replacing fellow Star 
Alliance member Austrian Airlines’s daily service. Air 
Canada now serves five French destinations non-stop 
from Montreal; the others being Lyon, Marseille, Nice 
and Paris CDG. Originally, it was expected that this new 
Bordeaux route would be operated by Air Canada’s fleet 
of 737 MAX 8s, of which it has 24 according to 
planespotters.net. However, the grounding of the type 
necessitated a change of aircraft. It also appears that as 
a result of the grounding, Air Canada has dropped (at 
least for this summer) three European routes it was 
originally going to operate with the MAXs; Halifax to 
London LHR, St. John’s to London LHR and Toronto to 
Shannon. 

Air Malta has begun a weekly scheduled charter service 
from Malta to Tbilisi in Georgia. Operating every 
Thursday until 19 September, an A320 departs Malta at 
00:40 arriving in Georgia at 06:30. The return flight 
leaves Tbilisi at 07:20 getting back to Malta at 09:30. 
According to flightradar24.com the inaugural service 

arrived 16 minutes early. No other carrier operates this 
2,690-kilometre route. 

Atlantic Airways (IATA code RC) on 1 July began 3-
weekly service from Vagar in the Faroe Islands to Paris 
CDG. The 1,580-kilometre route is not flown by any 
other airline. Frequency will reduce to 2-weekly from 
October to December. The airline operates a fleet of two 
144-seat A319s and a 168-seat A320. According to 
Cirium Data and Analytics, Atlantic Airways serves nine 
destinations from Vagar this summer. Apart from the 
new Paris route there are non-stop flights to Aalborg, 
Barcelona, Bergen, Billund, Copenhagen, Edinburgh, 
Palma de Mallorca and Reykjavik KEF. Over half of the 
airline’s capacity is allocated to the Copenhagen route 
which is served up to 4-daily. Atlantic Airways accounts 
for around 80% of scheduled seat capacity at Vagar, with 
SAS accounting for the rest with its 9-weekly service to 
Copenhagen. 

Binter Canarias in early July added two new routes 
connecting airports in the Canary Islands. On 1 July the 
carrier began 4-weekly flights on the 410-kilometre link 
between La Palma and Lanzarote. The following day, a 3
-weekly service was introduced between La Palma and 
Fuerteventura, a sector of 380 kilometres. Neither route 
is flown by any other carrier. Both routes will be flown 

Latest European route news 
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until the end of September using the airline’s ATR 72-
500s and ATR 72-600s, of which it has 23 in all.  

Blue Bird Airways (IATA code BZ), a Greek carrier which 
operates a fleet of three 148-seat 737-700s and one 189-
seat 737-800, has begun three new routes from Tel Aviv 
in Israel. The carrier now serves Bourgas in Bulgaria 6-
weekly, Prague 2-weekly and Thessaloniki also 2-weekly. 
Blue Bird Airways faces competition on each of these 
routes; from Bulgaria Air (11-weekly) and Israir (5-
weekly) on the Bourgas route, from SmartWings (14-
weekly) and El Al (11-weekly) on the Prague route, and 
from Aegean Airlines (4-weekly), El Al (3-weekly), Israir 
(3-weekly), Ryanair (3-weekly) and Arkia Israeli Airlines 
(2-weekly) on the Thessaloniki route. According to the 
airline’s on-line booking tool its other routes from Tel 
Aviv are to Bucharest, Budapest, Heraklion, Kos, 
Mykonos, Rhodes and Rome FCO. 

British Airways added Montpellier to its network from 
London LHR on 11 July. The UK flag-carrier is offering 4-
weekly flights until the beginning of September on the 
940-kilometre route and faces no direct competition. BA 
previously served Montpellier 2-weekly between May 
2017 and September 2017. Montpellier is served from 
other London airports by easyJet; 2-daily from Gatwick 
and 4-weekly from Luton. Having also recently added a 
weekly service to Bastia in Corsica, it means that BA is 
now serving nine destinations in France from Heathrow 
this summer. 

Corendon Airlines (IATA code XC) introduced two more 
routes from its one aircraft base at Münster/Osnabrück 
in Germany. On 29 June the Turkish carrier began weekly 
(Saturday) flights on the 2,740-kilometre route to Adana, 
followed on 2 July by weekly (Tuesday) flights on the 

2,160-kilometre route to Izmir. Both routes will be flown 
using the airline’s 737-800s and both routes are already 
served by SunExpress. Corendon Airlines also serves 
Antalya from Münster/Osnabrück with 3-weekly flights, 
while sister airline, Malta-based Corendon Airlines 
Europe (IATA code XR) serves seven destinations from 
the German airport; three in the Canary Islands 
(Fuerteventura, Gran Canaria and Tenerife TFS), three in 
Greece (Heraklion, Kos and Rhodes) and one in Egypt 
(Hurghada). 

Cyprus Airways began 2-weekly (Mondays and 
Thursdays) service on 1 July between Larnaka and 
Skiathos in Greece using its A319s, of which it currently 
has two. The 1,020-kilometre route is not served by any 
other carrier this summer, though in S18 TUS Airways 
offered 2-weekly service. According to Fraport data 
Skiathos handled almost 440,000 passengers in 2018 up 
3.3% on 2017. Cyprus Airways this summer serves 11 
destinations from Larnaka with Athens, Beirut and Tel 
Aviv all served at least daily. Since last summer it has 
added routes to Bratislava, Kosice and Thessaloniki, but 
dropped service to Chania, Munich, St. Petersburg, 
Stuttgart and Verona.  

easyJet appears to have added a further seven new 
routes to its S19 network during the last fortnight. On 29 
June it began weekly flights to Heraklion in Greece from 
its new base at Nantes, competing with Transavia (5-
weekly) and Aegean Airlines (3-weekly). This raises to 27 
the number of routes offered by easyJet from the French 
airport this summer, with 14 of those having been 
launched this year. On Sunday 30 June, easyJet began 
two new routes to Greece from its base at Venice VCE. 

Kefalonia and Kos will both be served weekly and both 
routes will see head-to-head competition with Volotea. 
On Monday 1 July, a new easyJet link was established 
between Manchester and Jersey, a 460-kilometre route 
that is served 8-weekly by Flybe. easyJet now serves 
Jersey from nine UK airports. The three other new 
routes are all from the airport’s Bristol base; to Biarritz 
(2-weekly), Brindisi (2-weekly) and Milan MXP (4-weekly 
competing directly with Ryanair). easyJet now serves 
over 60 destinations from its Bristol base, which it 
acquired when it took over British Airways’s London STN
-based, in-house LCC Go back in 2002. 

Edelweiss Air on 29 June began a short season of weekly 
(Saturday) flights from Zurich to Tromsø in the north of 
Norway. There are just seven return flights on the 
airline’s A320s, with the last one on 10 August. The 
2,540-kilometre route is not served by any other carrier, 
though Helvetic has offered the route in the past, most 
recently in February of this year.  

Emirates made Porto its latest European destination 
when it began 4-weekly service from Dubai DXB to the 
Portuguese city on 2 July. The airline will utilise its 777-
300ERs on the 6,100-kilometre route which is not served 
by any other carrier. Emirates began daily service to 

Latest European route news 
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Portugal in July 2012 when it started serving Lisbon, a 
destination it now serves 2-daily. This is now the eighth 
long-haul route for Porto and first in the Middle East. 
Porto has direct flights to three destinations in Brazil 
(TAP Portugal serves Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo GRU 
while Azul serves Sao Paulo VCP), two in Canada (Air 
Canada and Air Transat both serve Toronto while Air 
Transat also serves Montreal), one in the US (TAP 
Portugal and United Airlines both serve Newark) and 
one in Africa (TAAG serves Luanda in Angola). Compared 
with last summer, Emirates has added just two new 
European routes. Apart from Porto it also began 5-
weekly flights to Edinburgh last October, a route it now 
serves daily. 

Ethiopian Airlines has increased its presence in Europe 
with the addition of Marseille to its network. The French 
city will be served 3-weekly using 787-8s via the airline’s 
existing route to Milan MXP. The first flight was on 3 
July. Ethiopian Airlines now serves 17 destinations in 
Europe either non-stop from Addis Ababa (12 cities) or 
via an intermediate stop (five cities). It is the airline’s 
second route to France as it already serves Paris CDG 
with daily flights. 

Eurowings (which was profiled in issue 43 of The ANKER 
Report) has launched three new routes at the beginning 
of July. On 1 July it began 2-weekly flights from Stuttgart 
to Ohrid in North Macedonia, a 1,230-kilometre route 
not served by any other carrier. It already serves Ohrid 
weekly from Düsseldorf. On 3 July it started weekly 
service between Hamburg and Antalya, a route already 
served 38-weekly by a total of five other carriers. Finally, 
also on 3 July, Eurowings began 3-weekly service from 
Düsseldorf to Las Vegas, with flights being operated by 
Brussels Airlines’s A340-300s (which are painted in 
Eurowings colours). Eurowings now serves five US 
airports from Düsseldorf this summer, the others being 
Fort Myers, Miami, New York EWR and New York JFK. 
The airline recently announced that it would be 
withdrawing from all long-haul routes in the future. 

FlyBosnia has made Bahrain its latest destination from 
Sarajevo with the introduction of weekly service on 
Friday 12 July. No other carrier flies this 3,500-kilometre 

route. FlyBosnia will use its A319 on the route. Bahrain 
becomes the airline’s fifth destination after Gassim, 
Jeddah and Riyadh in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait City. 

flynas has responded to FlyBosnia launching flights 
between Jeddah and Sarajevo by starting its own flights 
between the two airports on 1 July. Like FlyBosnia it will 
operate the 3,120-kilometre route 2-weekly. flynas 
began serving Sarajevo from Riyadh on 2 June, and now 
operates this route 5-weekly. 

HOP! launched three new seasonal services on Saturday 
6 July. Two of the routes connect mainland airports to 
Corsica; Rennes to Calvi and Metz to Figari. These routes 
will be flown until 31 August by the airline’s ERJ145s. The 
third new route is between Nantes and Toulon. This 760
-kilometre route will be flown with the airline’s CRJ-
1000s. None of these routes are flown by any other 
carrier. 

Iberia is using its Iberia Express subsidiary to launch 
service between Madrid and Zadar in Croatia. The 1,610-
kilometre route will be served 2-weekly (Tuesdays and 
Saturdays) until 31 August (a total of 18 flights) using the 
carrier’s A320-series aircraft. Iberia already serves 
Dubrovnik (10-weekly), Split (5-weekly) and Zagreb (5-
weekly) in Croatia from Madrid. 

Israir (IATA code 6H) has added seasonal, weekly flights 
from Tel Aviv to two destinations in Europe, Poprad/
Tatry in Slovakia (from 3 July) and Strasbourg in France 
(8 July). Both routes will be operated weekly until the 
end of August using the airline’s A320 fleet. The 
Slovakian route faces no competition, but the French 
route is also served by Arkia Israeli Airlines with 2-
weekly flights. Israir’s fleet comprises four 174-seat 
A320s and three ATR 72-500s according to 
planespotters.net.  

LEVEL (IATA code VK) began weekly (Thursdays) service 
between Vienna and Hurghada on 30 June using an 
A321. This is the airline’s first route to Egypt. Corendon 
Airlines Europe also connects these two airports with 
weekly flights. 

Thanks to Loganair the airport serving Carlisle in the 
north-west of England once again has scheduled 
services. On 4 July the Scottish carrier began service to 
three destinations; Belfast BHD (5-weekly), Dublin (5-
weekly) and London SEN (4-weekly). All routes will be 
flown using the airline’s Saab 340s. None of these new 
routes operate on a Tuesday or a Wednesday. Carlisle 
Lake District Airport, as it is officially known, is owned 

and operated by the Stobart Group. The airport last 
welcomed scheduled services 26 years ago. 

Mahan Air of Iran began weekly service from Tehran to 
Rome FCO on Tuesday 2 July. The carrier will use an 
A340-600 on the 3,430-kilometre route. Alitalia had 
previously served the market with daily flights last 
summer. However, the Italian flag-carrier halted service 
at the end of December 2018. 

Norwegian added another transatlantic route on 1 July 
with the introduction of a 4-weekly service from Athens 
to New York JFK. The 7,950-kilometre route will be flown 
using the airline’s 787-9s and will compete directly with 
Delta Air Lines’s 2-daily service. In addition, Emirates 
and United Airlines both offer daily flights from Athens 
to Newark. Norwegian now serves JFK from eight 
European airports. The other seven are Amsterdam 
(daily), Copenhagen (4-weekly), London LGW (18-
weekly), Madrid (daily), Oslo (5-weekly), Paris CDG 
(daily) and Stockholm (4-weekly). Norwegian’s only 
other routes from Athens are to the four main Nordic 
hubs of Copenhagen, Helsinki, Oslo and Stockholm, all 
of which are served 3-weekly in summer with 737-800s. 

Nouvelair Tunesie (IATA code BJ) began a weekly service 
on Tuesday 2 July between Djerba and Bordeaux using 
its A320 fleet. The 1,570-kilometre service will operate 
until early September and faces no competition. 
Nouvelair Tunisie operates over 20 routes this summer 
between Tunisia and France, from Djerba, Monastir and 
Tunis to nine French airports. However, half of the 
weekly frequencies (41 out of 82) are from the three 
Tunisian airports to Paris CDG. 

Pegasus Airlines had a busy week launching a total of 
four new routes from its Istanbul SAW base. On 29 June 
the carrier began 3-weekly flights to Eindhoven, 
followed on 1 July by 5-weekly flights to Manchester 
(increasing to daily later in the month) and 4-weekly 
flights to Venice VCE. Finally, on 8 July it was the turn of 
Casablanca to welcome Pegasus, as the carrier started 4-
weekly service to the Moroccan city. The Casablanca 
route is already operated daily by both Air Arabia Maroc 
and Royal Air Maroc. Since last summer, Pegasus has 
added nine new international routes from Istanbul SAW. 
Three were started last December (Jeddah, Rotterdam a 
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and Sharjah) while two more (Basra and Riyadh) were 
launched at the end of May. 

Plus Ultra (IATA code PU) has begun 3-weekly 
(Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays) operations between 
Madrid and Quito and Guayaquil in Ecuador. On 12 July 
the carrier started flying Madrid – Quito – Guayaquil – 
Madrid using its fleet of four A340-300s. Air Europa and 
Iberia also operate to Ecuador from Madrid. Plus Ultra 
has only recently (1 July) moved all of its flights from 
Terminal 1 in Madrid to Terminal 4. The airline’s other 
two scheduled services this summer from Madrid are to 
Caracas in Venezuela and Lima in Peru, both of which it 
serves 3-weekly. 

Pobeda finally launched service to Riga on 5 July from its 
Moscow VKO base. The route had been announced as 
starting earlier in the year. Initially Pobeda will fly 2-
weekly (Fridays and Sundays) but this increases to daily 
by the beginning of October. The 830-kilometre route is 
already served 2-daily by Utair. In addition, Aeroflot and 
airBaltic both operate 4-daily from Riga to Moscow VKO. 
In October, therefore, there will now be 11 flights per 
day between Riga and Moscow. 

Ryanair added another 17 routes to its pan-European 
network in the first week of July involving 27 different 
airports. One of these airports, Zakynthos in Greece, is a 
new destination for Ryanair. Alicante and Bordeaux 
each welcomed three new routes, Kaunas, Naples and 
Rhodes two each. The 17 new routes are; Alicante to 

Bordeaux (2-weekly competing with Volotea), Alicante 
to Munich (3-weekly competing with Lufthansa and 
Norwegian), Alicante to Toulouse (2-weekly competing 
with Volotea), Bordeaux to Brest (3-weekly competing 
with Chalair), Bordeaux to Faro (2-weekly competing 
with easyJet and Volotea), Budapest to Preveza 
(weekly), Catania to Rhodes (weekly), Cologne Bonn to 
Kaunas (2-weekly), Dublin to Milan MXP (6-weekly 
competing with Aer Lingus), East Midlands to Nantes (2-
weekly), Malaga to Marrakech (2-weekly competing 
with Vueling), Milan BGY to Zakynthos (weekly), Naples 
to Chania (2-weekly), Naples to Rhodes (2-weekly 
competing with Volotea), Nuremberg to Kaunas (2-
weekly), Poznan to Kavala (weekly) and Rome FCO to 
Kos (weekly competing with Blue Panorama and 
Vueling). The Alicante to Munich route is only Ryanair’s 
second route (after Dublin) to the Bavarian city. The two 
Kaunas routes replace services to Vilnius.  

S7 Airlines started a weekly service on 6 July from 
Moscow DME to Dalaman. The service will operate 
weekly until the end of September. Competition on the 
2,200-kilometre route comes from Pegasus Airlines 
which also operates a weekly service. The Russian 
oneworld carrier already serves Antalya in Turkey with 
daily service. 

SalamAir (IATA code OV) now serves two destinations in 
Turkey from its base in Muscat. These are the airline’s 
first two routes to Europe. On 1 July it began serving 
Trabzon with up to 4-weekly flights. Two days later it 
added 2-weekly flights to Istanbul SAW, a route already 
served 4-weekly by Pegasus Airlines. The Omani LCC 
operates a fleet of six A320s, including three neos. 

SAS has begun 10 low-frequency, seasonal routes, all of 
which only operate until mid-August. They are: Bergen 
to Gazipasa-Alanya (weekly), Milan MXP (2-weekly) and 
Nice (weekly competing with Norwegian); Copenhagen 
to Catania (3-weekly competing with Norwegian) and 
Marseille (2-weekly); Oslo to Faro (weekly competing 
with Norwegian); Stavanger to Gazipasa-Alanya 
(weekly), Milan MXP (weekly); and Stockholm ARN to 
Marseille (3-weekly) and Reykjavik KEF (2-weekly 
competing with Icelandair). 

SWISS added Larnaka to its Geneva network on 3 July 
with the introduction of weekly flights using its A220s. 
No other carrier currently connects the two airports. 
However, last summer now-defunct Cobalt operated the 
route, also on a weekly basis. This is the last of SWISS’s 
new routes launched from Geneva this summer. This is 
the airline’s only route to Cyprus this summer. Chair 
(formerly known as Germania Flug) and Cyprus Airways 
both connect Zurich with Larnaka while easyJet 
connects Basel with Larnaka. However, with the collapse 
of Cobalt the total number of weekly flights between 
Switzerland and Cyprus has actually fallen from 9-weekly 
in S18 to 8-weekly in S19. 

TAP Portugal launched its first new route this year from 
Porto on Monday 1 July, when the Star Alliance carrier 
began 2-daily flights to Brussels, a route it last served in 
S15. The airline will operate E190s on the 1,480-
kilometre route which is already served by both Brussels 
Airlines (2-daily) and Ryanair (9-weekly). Two more new 
routes from Porto (to Lyon and Munich) are set to begin 
on 1 September. At that point TAP Portugal will be 
serving 19 destinations non-stop from Porto. This 
summer the Portuguese flag-carrier will have 21% of 
scheduled seat capacity at the airport, second only to 

Ryanair (30%). 

Transavia added a new route from two of its three Dutch 
bases in early July. On 4 July the LCC began 3-weekly 
service on the 945-kilometre route between Rotterdam 
and Nice, a route on which it faces no competition. This 
is the last of eight new routes Transavia has launched at 
Rotterdam since the end of S18. It now serves 33 
destinations from the airport. The following day it 
launched 3-weekly service on the 2,040-kilometre route 
from Amsterdam to Reykjavik KEF. This route is served 2
-daily by Icelandair this summer and was also served 2-
daily last summer by WOW air. This is Transavia’s only 
new route launched this summer from Amsterdam, 
having started Beirut service last November. Compared 
with last summer Transavia has discontinued seven 
routes from Amsterdam; three to Turkey (Antalya, 
Bodrum and Dalaman) as well as Ajaccio, Malta, Munich 
and Zurich. 

TUI fly Belgium continues to add new routes to 
Morocco. By the end of S19 it will have added 14 new 
routes between Europe and Morocco (and dropped six) 
to take it to 54 routes. The two newest routes are both 
from Paris CDG, to Oujda (2-weekly from 1 July 
competing with ASL Airlines France) and to Rabat (2-
weekly from 3 July competing with Air France). Both 
routes will be flown using the leisure airline’s 737-800s. 

Turkish Airlines has started five routes between Turkey 
and Germany all of which will be served just weekly 
using its A321s. The five routes are; Adana and Kayseri 
to Munich, and Gaziantep, Kayseri and Trabzon to 
Düsseldorf. A combination of Pegasus Airlines and 
SunExpress already operate on four of these five routes, 
the exception being the Adana to Munich route.  

Vietnam Airlines on 2 July moved its Hanoi service to 
Moscow from Domodedovo to Sheremetyevo. The 3-
weekly service, operated by the airline’s 787-9s, will now 
compete directly with Aeroflot’s daily service. Vietnam 
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with double-daily flights 
from Barcelona. Since then 

Vueling has launched flights from Gatwick to Alicante 
(2019), Asturias (2016), Bilbao (2015), Florence (2014), 
Paris CDG (2016), Rennes (2016), Rome FCO (2015) and 
Santiago de Compostela (2016). Of these, only the 
Rennes and Santiago de Compostela routes are not 
operating this summer. 

Several destinations dropped for 2019 

A closer look at the airline’s schedule data for 2018 and 
2019 reveals that a number of airports are no longer 
served by Vueling, but were served in 2018. These 
include Bergen, Funchal, Kaliningrad, Larnaka, Tallinn, 
Thessaloniki and Warsaw WAW. All these destinations 
were served by the carrier from Barcelona in 2018. 

Busiest routes differ in summer and winter 

A look at Vueling’s busiest routes in summer (August 
2019) and winter (February 2019) shows some 
interesting differences. The leading routes in summer 
are: 

• Barcelona - Menorca (96-weekly) 

• Barcelona - Ibiza (91-weekly) 

• Barcelona - Palma de Mallorca (83-weekly) 

• Barcelona - Paris ORY (68-weekly) 

• Barcelona - London LGW (51-weekly) 

• Barcelona - Rome FCO (44-weekly) 

However, in winter the leading routes are: 

• Barcelona - Palma de Mallorca (65-weekly) 

• Barcelona - Madrid (60-weekly) 

• Barcelona - Paris ORY (47-weekly) 

• Barcelona - Seville (45-weekly) 

• Barcelona - Bilbao (42-weekly) 

• Barcelona - Rome FCO (36-weekly) 

The highest frequency new routes this summer are Paris 
CDG - Palma de Mallorca (14-weekly, moved from Paris 
ORY), London LGW - Alicante (6-weekly), Paris CDG - 
Alicante (5-weekly), Paris CDG - Copenhagen (5-weekly, 
moved from Orly) and Lisbon - Valencia (also 5-weekly).  

Florence expansion in September 

Looking ahead, Vueling is set to expand its Florence base 
in mid-September with the addition of four new routes; 
to Bilbao, Munich, Prague and Vienna. Vueling is already 
the biggest airline at the Italian airport with just under 
25% of scheduled seat capacity, well ahead of Air 
Dolomiti (which serves just Frankfurt and Munich) and 
Air France (which just serves Paris CDG). 

Vueling will now be serving 17 destinations from 
Florence this summer (including the new routes) but has 
dropped service to Split. Overall, the airline’s total seat 
capacity looks set to increase by around 4% this summer, 
which is relatively modest compared with growth for 
much of the previous decade. 

Airlines flies 30-weekly to Europe, spread across seven 
routes. From Hanoi it serves Frankfurt, London LHR and 
Paris CDG (as well as Moscow SVO), while from Ho Chi 
Minh City it also serves Frankfurt, London LHR and Paris 
CDG. In total, Frankfurt and Paris both welcome 10-
weekly flights from the carrier, Heathrow seven and 
Sheremetyevo three. 

Wizz Air added four new destinations to its London LTN 
base in early July. On 1 July the ULCC began 4-weekly 
service to both Bergen in Norway and Thessaloniki in 
Greece. The following day saw the start of 3-weekly 
flights to both Porto in Portugal and Turku in Finland. 
The Turku route is the only non-stop link between the 

UK and the Finnish city. In terms of direct competition 
easyJet serves Porto 4-weekly from Luton and 

Thessaloniki 3-weekly. This brings to 53 the number of 
destinations currently served by Wizz Air non-stop from 
Luton in S19, with Catania, Oslo and Stavanger service 
set to launch in mid-September. Elsewhere on the 
airline’s network, it has begun 2-weekly service between 
Dortmund and Ohrid in North Macedonia. Neither of 
these airports is a base for Wizz Air. The carrier now 
offers seven destinations from Ohrid. 
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