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UK international passenger growth
slows in June; Turkey is bright spot
The UK media loves a good aviation story, whether it be the
various sagas that have befallen British Airways in recent
months (IT issues and pilot strikes), the Gatwick drone incident
last December which kept the airport shut for three days just
before Christmas, baggage issues at the same airport earlier
this month, or the results of surveys about the worst (and best)
airports in the country. One of the UK tabloid newspapers even
had the threat of more British Airways strikes as its front page
story last Friday.
However, while plenty of coverage is also afforded climate
change protesters and their threat to cause disruption at the
UK’s busiest airports, rather less coverage is given to actual
trends in air traffic demand.

than 5%; Romania (+22%), Turkey (+17%), Croatia (+13%) and
Portugal (+7%). In passenger volume terms, Turkey has been
the fastest-growing market with an additional 120,000
passengers. The next biggest volume increases are to Portugal
(+62,000), Romania (+54,000), Greece (+48,000) and Spain
(+46,000).
Among the top 20 markets, five have shown a drop in
passenger numbers compared with the same period a year ago.
Sweden tops this ranking with passenger numbers down 5%,
followed by Germany (down 3.3%), with the Canary Islands
(treated as separate from Spain by UK CAA statistics), Denmark
and Italy also all showing small reductions in demand compared
with June 2018.

Welcome

In this issue we take a closer look at
the latest developments in the UK
market, analysing the international
passenger data published for June.
Elsewhere we take a closer look at the
rapid international expansion of
Aeroflot’s route network from Moscow
Sheremetyevo and traffic and airline
developments at Toulouse. Further
analysis of France’s biggest regional
airports reveals the key role that
easyJet and Ryanair play for interna- International traffic up just 2.6% in June
tional services.
Analysis of UK CAA data for the most recent month for which
figures are available (June) reveals that the number of

We also have news and analysis on passengers on international flights to and from the UK was up
almost 40 new European services 2.6%. This is the lowest growth since last September.
launched during the last three weeks.
International traffic had been growing slower than usual for
most of 2018 primarily because of the collapse of Monarch

Ralph Anker Airlines in early October 2017.
ralph@anker-report.com Romania and Turkey are fastest-growing major markets

For most of 2019, international traffic had been growing by
around 4%. Looking at the top 20 international country markets
from the UK in June shows that Spain, the US and Italy are the
top three markets. Compared with June 2018, Greece has now
overtaken Germany as the fourth largest country market.
The top two markets of Spain and the US have both shown very
modest growth of just over 1%, while the third-biggest market,
Italy, has actually seen a slight reduction in demand. Only four
of the top 20 country markets have recorded growth of more
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In volume terms the biggest reductions have been seen in the
Indian market (63,500 fewer passengers), followed by Germany
(43,500 fewer passengers) and Iceland (35,000 fewer
passengers). The suspension of Jet Airways services and the
collapse of WOW air earlier this year have contributed
significantly to the drop in demand to India and Iceland
respectively.
Wizz Air and Jet2.com are fastest-growing airlines
Analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics figures shows that airline
seat capacity on international flights to and from the UK was
also up by 2.6%, suggesting that load factors have remained
unchanged since last June. The leading airlines are Ryanair
(capacity up 5.2%), British Airways (+1.1%), easyJet (+5.1%),
Jet2.com (+12.3%), TUI Airways (+3.9%), Thomas Cook Airlines
(-6.0%), Wizz Air (+18.9%) and Virgin Atlantic (+0.3%).
In terms of additional seat capacity, Ryanair tops the list with
118,000 more international seats departing UK airports in June
2019 compared with June 2018,
continues on page 8
followed by Jet2.com (105,000 more
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Aeroflot has trebled international capacity at Sheremetyevo since
2009; serves over 100 international destinations with JFK #1 for ASKs
Russia’s national flag-carrier Aeroflot has been one of
the fastest-growing major European flag-carriers in
recent years. Since 2009 it has more than trebled its seat
capacity on international flights from its home hub at
Moscow SVO. After growth of more than 20% in both
2011 and 2012, international capacity has been growing
at around 10% in each of the last four years.
Not surprisingly it is the dominant carrier at
Sheremetyevo with around 83% of scheduled capacity
this summer, according to analysis of Cirium Data and
Analytics figures. This contributed to the airport handling
45.8 million passengers in 2018, an increase of 14.2% on
the previous year.
Reached 100 international routes in 2018
Aeroflot has been gradually growing its international
network during the last decade and last winter it
reached the milestone of 100 international destinations
served non-stop from Sheremetyevo. Of these, 57 are in
Europe, 32 in Asia, five in the Middle East, four in North
America (Los Angeles, Miami, New York JFK and
Washington), and one each in Africa (Cairo) and the
Caribbean (Havana).
Hosting the FIFA World Cup last year seems to have been
a catalyst for increasing the airline’s international
network with 13 new destinations added during 2018.
So far in 2019 a further three new international routes
were launched to Marseille (last served in 1998), Paris
ORY (home to fellow SkyTeam member Air France) and
Palma de Mallorca. Looking ahead, the airline has
confirmed plans to resume flights to Mumbai, starting in
July 2020.
Impressively, in the last three years Aeroflot has only
dropped one international route, London LGW. London’s
second busiest airport was served from 15 November
2016 to the end of March 2018. London LHR is now
served with five daily flights, up from just three in S16.
New York is #1 route for ASKs
Looking at the airline’s biggest routes this summer as
measured by ASKs (Available Seat Kilometres), the 3daily service to New York JFK leads the way. Due to the
immense size of Russia, several domestic routes make
the top 15 for ASKs. Several of Aeroflot’s long-haul
domestic routes are to airports that are classified as
being in Asia.
After New York, the airline’s next two biggest
international routes for ASKs are both in China, Beijing
and Shanghai. Other major Asian cities served include
Seoul ICN (Korean Air is also a SkyTeam member), Tokyo
NRT and Hong Kong.
Over 50 domestic routes served from Sheremetyevo
Aeroflot has also been busy expanding its domestic
network from Sheremetyevo. Since last September the
airline has increased the number of domestic airports
served from 49 to 56. Eight new destinations have been
added (Grozny, Izhevsk, Makhachkala, Nalchik, Nazran,

Saratov GSV, Ulyanovsk and Vladikavkaz) while one has
been dropped (Saratov RTW). The new airport serving
Saratov opened on 20 August 2019, with all flights

diverted from the old airport. Aeroflot’s busiest
domestic route is St. Petersburg. The 600-kilometre
route is served with 20 flights per day.

Aeroflot’s international network developments from Moscow SVO 2008-2019
Year

Non-stop destinations added (at least 10 annual flights)

Non-stop destinations no longer served

2008

Bratislava, Heraklion, Split, Tehran IKA

Dnipropetrovsk

2009

Dresden, Eilat/Ovda, Hurghada, Luanda, Sharm El-Sheikh, Vilnius

Tbilisi, Tehran THR

2010

Goa, Punta Cana, Tel Aviv

Mumbai, Toronto, Vilnius

2011

Cancun, Colombo, Dubrovnik, Ho Chi Minh City, Minsk, Tivat

Bratislava

2012

Bologna, Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Guangzhou, Kharkiv, Krakow, Miami,
Odessa, Stuttgart, Tallinn, Tenerife TFS, Vilnius

2013

Thessaloniki, Toronto

Colombo, Damascus

2014

Chisinau, Karaganda, Tbilisi

Eilat/Ovda, Goa, Hurghada, Salzburg, Sharm El-Sheikh

2015

Aktau, Aktobe, Almaty, Atyrau, Hurghada, Nur-Sultan, Samarkand, Sharm
El-Sheikh, Shymkent,

Cancun, Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Dubrovnik, Kharkiv, Krakow, Punta Cana, Toronto

2016

Alicante, London LGW, Lyon, Valencia

Cairo, Hurghada, Kiev KBP, Odessa, Sharm El-Sheikh

2017

Lisbon, Kaunas*, Kostanav

2018

Bourgas, Bukhara, Cairo, Colombo, Denpasar, Dubai DWC, Dublin,
Gothenburg, Kyzylorda, Ljubljana, Naples, Osh, Verona

Kaunas*

2019

Marseille, Palma de Mallorca, Paris ORY

London LGW

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics schedule data for January 2007 to December 2019.
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Germany: There was only modest 1% growth across
German airports in July with traffic declining at five of
the country’s top 12 airports. The collapse of leisure
carrier Germania earlier in the year has played a part,
though SunExpress has grown significantly to try and
compensate at some airports. Wizz Air’s growth in

Dortmund has helped that airport report double-digit
growth. The top three airlines all reported slight
reductions in capacity, while easyJet’s previously rapid
growth has now stopped.
Norway: Passenger numbers were down 1% in Norway
in August, driven primarily by Norwegian and Widerøe

both cutting capacity. Among the top six airports only
Bergen reported (very minor) growth.
Turkey: A mixed picture in Turkey as three of the main
airports serving tourists reported solid growth, but
Ankara traffic fell almost 17%. Both Turkish Airlines and
Pegasus Airlines showed a drop in seat capacity.
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Toulouse within reach of 10 million passenger mark as international
traffic passes domestic; becomes latest Ryanair base in September
Toulouse is France’s fourth biggest city with a
metropolitan population of 1.3 million people. It is also
the home of aircraft manufacturers Airbus and ATR. The
airport serving the city handled 9.6 million passengers in
2018, making it the country’s fifth busiest airport after
Paris CDG, Paris ORY, Nice and Lyon.
More international than domestic passengers
Back in the late 1990s there were around three times as
many domestic passengers as international passengers.
However, while international traffic grew fourfold
between 1998 and 2018, domestic traffic increased by
just under 40% during the same period. As a result, in
2018 the airport handled more international passengers
than domestic passengers for the first time in its history.
Although traffic was basically flat between 2000 and
2003, 2007 and 2010 and again between 2012 and 2015,
the last three years have seen significant growth.
Ryanair drives 14% growth in 2017
After passing the eight million passenger mark in 2016,
Toulouse welcomed unprecedented growth of 14% in
2017. This was driven by Ryanair’s arrival. It had begun
serving the airport in September 2016 from Berlin SXF
and then added six further routes in November 2016
from Brussels CRL, Fez, London STN, Madrid, Malta and
Warsaw WMI. Two more routes to Lisbon and Naples
were added in March and May of 2017 respectively.
easyJet, which had made Toulouse a base in 2012, also
increased its capacity by more than 10% in 2017 thanks
to new routes to London LTN (launched in September
2016), Malaga, Valencia and Venice VCE.
Flybe and Volotea were other carriers to significantly
increase capacity in Toulouse in 2017. Flybe had started
flights from Manchester in late 2016 and resumed
service to Birmingham at the same time. Volotea grew
its capacity by almost 60% in part thanks to new routes
to Alicante, Caen, Cagliari, Corfu, Nantes, Naples and
Santorini.
Growth slows in 2018; stops in 2019
After such rapid growth in 2017 it was no surprise that
2018 saw a more modest increase in passengers of just
under 4%. New services launched last summer included
HOP! to Figari; easyJet to Ibiza; and Volotea to Catania,
Heraklion and Pisa. The start of W18/19 saw easyJet add
links to Liverpool, Marrakech and Tenerife TFS.
New routes added in the first seven months of 2019
included British Airways to Bremen (operated by SUNAIR of Denmark), easyJet to Berlin TXL (actually only a
shift from Berlin SXF) and Catania, Ryanair to Alicante
and Volotea to Nice.
So far in 2019 (to July) total traffic is down 0.1%. While
international traffic is down 3.6%, domestic demand has
increased by 4.4%. Services that have been dropped
since last summer include Air Arabia Maroc to Agadir (a
route easyJet will start this winter), Ryanair’s routes to
Madrid (still served by Iberia) and Warsaw WMI, and
Vueling’s Malaga service.
Ryanair began based operations in September

Lille, Luxembourg, Oujda, Palermo, Porto and Tangier)
with additional new routes to Marseille (2 October),
Dublin (27 October) and Valencia (27 October) set to
launch before the end of the year. easyJet will begin Tel
Aviv flights in late October.

In early September, Ryanair made Toulouse a base. This
enabled it to start eight new routes (Brest, Budapest,

Toulouse’s long-haul network is virtually non-existent.
This summer Air Transat has been operating 4-weekly to

Montreal. However, it was recently announced that Air
Canada will also start operating that route 5-weekly
from next June. This will be a year-round service unlike
Air Transat’s seasonal service. The Airbus A220 series
(formerly Bombardier CSeries) is manufactured in
Montreal at Mirabel Airport, so this new service may be
extremely helpful to many Airbus staff.
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easyJet or Ryanair #1 carrier for international capacity at all major
French airports outside of Paris; LCCs still driving regional growth
The opening of Ryanair’s recent base in Toulouse (see
page 4) was further evidence of the key role played by
Europe’s leading LCCs at France’s biggest airports
outside of Paris, especially when considering
international services.
Analysis of passenger numbers at the seven busiest
airports after Paris CDG and Orly shows how, according
to UAF, the number travelling on LCCs (on both
international and domestic flights) has grown more than
fivefold between 2004 and 2018, from 5.2 million to 28.3
million. This represents average annual growth of almost
13%, way above the growth for all traffic during the
same period.
easyJet or Ryanair #1 for international capacity
According to analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics
figures for S19, either easyJet (at five airports) or Ryanair
(at two airports) is the leading provider of international
seat capacity at all of the seven busiest regional airports
in France. At six of the seven airports the second biggest
carrier for international capacity is also a low-cost
carrier, with Nice being the exception.
In Nantes, the top five carriers for international traffic
are all (U)LCCs. Notice how Air France does not make the
top five at any of these seven airports, preferring to offer
domestic connections to its two hubs in Paris, to feed its
international network, especially from CDG.

Top 5 airlines for international capacity at French airports in S19: share of capacity
Airport (international pax 2018)

#1

#2

#3

#4

#5

Nice (9.01m)

easyJet (25%)

British Airways (8%)

Norwegian (7%)

Lufthansa (6%)

SWISS (4%)

Lyon (7.41m)

easyJet (23%)

Transavia (9%)

Lufthansa (8%)

Air Algerie (5%)

KLM (4%)

Marseille (5.69m)

Ryanair (27%)

Lufthansa (8%)

Air Algerie (8%)

Vueling (6%)

British Airways (5%)

Toulouse (4.84m)

easyJet (23%)

Ryanair (14%)

Lufthansa (12%)

British Airways (6%)

Volotea (6%)

Bordeaux (3.82m)

easyJet (35%)

Ryanair (20%)

Volotea (9%)

Vueling (5%)

KLM (5%)

Paris BVA (3.69m)

Ryanair (76%)

Wizz Air (20%)

Lauda (2%)

Air Moldova (1%)

Blue Air (1%)

Nantes (3.48m)

easyJet (23%)

Transavia (20%)

Volotea (13%)

Vueling (9%)

Ryanair (7%)

Source: UAF (pax figures), The ANKER Report analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics schedule data .
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Latest European route news
Launched routes
Air Antwerp (IATA code WP) is a new carrier based,
surprisingly enough, in Antwerp in Belgium. With several
of the carrier’s management staff having worked at VLM,
it will come as no surprise that the airline is using a
Fokker 50 to begin 16-weekly service to London LCY, a
320-kilometre route formerly flown by VLM. The first
flight was on Monday 9 September. KLM, which is a
shareholder in the airline along with CityJet, is
codesharing on the new service and the airline will
operate using KLM flight numbers. Since the beginning
of S18 Flybe has been flying between London SEN and
Antwerp with up to 6-weekly flights. These flights have
been operated by Stobart Air using ATR 72s. Flybe had
previously connected Southend and Antwerp between
September 2014 and January 2015. Last year Antwerp
handled 298,000 passengers, up 10% on its 2017 figure.
However, in the first seven months of 2019 demand at
the airport has fallen by 12% compared with the same
period last year.

Air Malta on 1 September began 2-weekly service to
Cairo from, you guessed it, Malta. The route had been
planned to start earlier in the year. The 1,700-kilometre
route is not served by any other carrier. The airline will
use its A320s on the new route, which, according to
Cirium Data and Analytics figures will operate yearround. This summer Air Malta also began (or in some
cases resumed) flying to Ibiza, Naples, Tbilisi and
Warsaw WAW. Air Malta has increased its scheduled
capacity from Malta this summer by around 6%
compared with S18 and now accounts for 31% of seat
capacity at the airport. Ryanair accounts for 34% of seat
capacity in Malta this summer having increased capacity
by 15% compared with S18. Malta handled 6.8 million
passengers in 2018 (13% more than in 2017) and in the
first seven months of 2019 demand has continued to
grow by a further 7%.

at the German airport, will operate eight sectors per day,
starting at 06:00 and finishing at 22:50. As a result
passengers can now travel between Münster/Osnabrück
and Copenhagen with a short layover in Groningen.

Edinburgh, Manchester and London STN. Apart from
Florence, the other Italian airports that British Airways
serves from multiple UK airports are Rome FCO, Milan
LIN and Venice VCE.

Beijing Capital Airlines launched its fifth European route
on 30 August with the introduction of 3-weekly service
on the 9,700-kilometre route from Xi’an to Lisbon using
its A330s. The airline’s other European routes are
Chengdu to Madrid (2-weekly), Hangzhou to Moscow
SVO (3-weekly) as well as Qingdao to London LHR (3weekly) and Moscow SVO (3-weekly). Xi’an, which is
China’s seventh busiest airport handling 44.7 million
passengers in 2018, is now connected non-stop to nine
airports in Europe, the others being Helsinki (with
Finnair), London LHR (with Tianjin Airlines), Madrid,
Prague, Moscow SVO and St. Petersburg (all with China
Eastern Airlines) and Paris CDG and Rome FCO (with
Hainan Airlines). For Lisbon it is the airport’s only nonstop service to Asia this summer. Last summer Beijing
Capital Airlines linked Lisbon non-stop to Beijing.

Brussels Airlines has re-instated a couple of routes that
it lost when flybmi, which had been operating the routes
on the airline’s behalf, suspended operations back in mid
-February. The two routes are from Brussels to Bristol
and Hannover. The 505-kilometre UK route, launched on
1 September, will initially be flown 6-weekly, increasing
to 12-weekly at the end of October. The 400-kilometre
German route, launched on 2 September, will initially be
flown 5-weekly, increasing to 6-weekly from the end of
October. Neither route faces direct competition, and
both will be flown using CityJet’s CRJ900s.

British Airways now serves Milan BGY from London
LGW. On 1 September the UK flag-carrier began 6weekly service on the 950-kilometre route, increasing to
daily from early next year. The airline faces no direct
competition on the route, which will be operated by the
airline’s A319s and A320s. This is the first time that
British Airways has served Milan BGY. However, easyJet
serves both Milan MXP and Milan LIN from Gatwick,
while Ryanair serves Bergamo from both London STN
and, since April 2019, from London SEN. British Airways
now serves a total of 18 airports in Italy from its UK
airports; 10 from Gatwick, nine from Heathrow, five
from London City and one each (Florence) from
AIS Airlines has launched a new route from Groningen in
the Netherlands. On Monday 2 September the carrier
introduced 10-weekly service to Münster/Osnabrück in
Germany, a sector length of just 135 kilometres. In
addition, the airline resumed service to Copenhagen
after a month-long summer break on 26 August. This
route had actually been launched earlier in the year,
having last been served in December 2018 by Nordica
(although flights were operated by LOT Polish Airlines).
Both routes are basically served 2-daily, Mondays to
Fridays. As a result, the airline’s J32, which will be based
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easyJet on 3 September began regular service between
Bordeaux and Granada. The airline had operated the
route four times in June, but it is now operating the 890kilometre route 3-weekly on a year-round basis, though
frequency drops to 2-weekly during some parts of
W19/20. No other carrier connects these two airports.
This means that easyJet has served 37 destinations from
Bordeaux this summer (up from 31 in S18) and its share
of scheduled capacity at the airport has now grown to
31%, compared with 30% in S18.
Loganair added three new UK domestic routes and one
international route at the beginning of September. On 1
September the Scottish carrier introduced 15-weekly
service between Aberdeen and both Newcastle and
Norwich. Both routes are already served 15-weekly by
Flybe with flights operated by Eastern Airways. Loganair
will use its ERJ-135s on the 243-kilometre Newcastle
route and its larger ERJ-145s on the longer 550kilometre Norwich route. This brings to seven the
number of routes operated by Loganair from Aberdeen.
The others are Bristol and London SEN in England,
Kirkwall in the Orkney Islands and Sumburgh in the
Shetland Islands, as well as Esbjerg in Denmark. On 2
September Loganair made its debut at East Midlands
with the launch of flights to Brussels (10-weekly) and
Inverness in Scotland (6-weekly). The Brussels route was
previously served by flybmi before its collapse. The
Inverness route was previously served by Ryanair
between the end of February 2007 and July 2009.

Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) launched a weekly
non-stop service from Sialkot to London LHR on 10
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Latest European route news
competing with Volotea 3-weekly) and Tangier (2weekly). A further three routes to Dublin, Marseille and
Valencia will be added during October. As a result,
Ryanair will have increased its share of seat capacity at
Toulouse from 8% in W18/19 to 13% in W19/20, well
behind easyJet (25%) and Air France (35%).

September using its 777-300ERs. The 6,260-kilometre
route is not served by any other carrier. PIA also
operates weekly non-stop triangle service; Sialkot - Paris
CDG – Barcelona – Sialkot. PIA also offers non-stop
flights from Heathrow to Islamabad (5-weekly), Karachi
(weekly) and Lahore (3-weekly). British Airways recently
resumed 3-weekly flights between London LHR and
Islamabad.
On 3 September Ryanair made Toulouse its latest
designated base. The ULCC was already operating 10
routes from the airport, having first started serving the
French city from Berlin SXF in September 2016 and
launched a further six routes (Brussels CRL, Fez, Madrid,
Malta, London STN and Warsaw WMI) in early
November 2016. Lisbon was added in March 2017,
Naples in May 2017, Frankfurt in Sep 2017, Edinburgh
and Seville in October 2017 and Alicante in July of this
year. By this summer, services to Frankfurt, Madrid and
Warsaw had been dropped. In early September, a total
of eight new destinations were added; Brest (3-weekly),
Budapest (2-weekly), Lille (daily, competing with Air
France 18-weekly and easyJet daily), Luxembourg (3weekly), Porto (3-weekly, competing with easyJet’s daily
service), Oujda (2-weekly), Palermo (2-weekly,
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Sundair (IATA code SR) a relatively new German leisure
airline, which began operating in 2017, has opened a
base at Bremen. On 31 August the airline began its first
routes from the airport to Rhodes in Greece (weekly)
and Antalya in Turkey (2-weekly). The following day saw
the first flight to Gran Canaria (served 2-weekly)
followed on 2 September by service to Heraklion in
Greece (weekly) and Palma de Mallorca in Spain (2weekly competing with Ryanair and Eurowings). On 5
September the first flight to Fuerteventura (served
weekly) took place. All six routes were previously served
last summer by Germania. Corendon Airlines has also
stepped into the market since last summer and this
summer serves Antalya, Heraklion and Rhodes.
Hurghada in Egypt and Tenerife TFS will be added to
Sundair’s network in early November followed by Marsa
Alam in Egypt in February 2020. The airline currently
operates four A320s from various German airports.

SkyUp Airlines (IATA code PQ) has shifted airports in
Paris. On 10 September the Ukrainian LCC moved its 3weekly Kiev KBP service from Paris CDG to Paris BVA. It
will face no direct competition on the route. However,
Air France and Ukraine International Airlines both fly 2daily between Kiev KBP and Paris CDG while Aigle Azur
offers 3-weekly service between Paris ORY and Kiev KBP.
TAP Portugal chose the start of September to expand its
network from Porto. On 1 September the Star Alliance
carrier introduced daily service on the 1,800-kilometre
route to Munich using its A319s. Fellow Star Alliance
member Lufthansa already connects the two airports
with a daily service. This summer, TAP Portugal has 21%
of scheduled seat capacity at Porto, ranking it second at
the airport. Ryanair 31% of seats and easyJet 14% both
have bases at the airport. Last year the airport handled
11.9 million passengers. Demand is up a further 10% in
the first half of 2019.
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France, Brussels CRL in Belgium, Copenhagen in
Denmark, Eindhoven in the Netherlands and Tallinn in
Estonia. All will be served 2-weekly, apart from
Eindhoven which will be served 3-weekly until the end
of October. The shortest of these new routes is the
2,150-kilometre route to Bari, while the longest is the
3,040-kilometre link to Brussels. This increases to 27 the
number of destinations served by Wizz Air from Kutaisi,
of which London LTN at 3,390 kilometres is the longest.
Back in early August Wizz Air also expanded its network
from Timisoara in Romania with the addition of four
new routes. A base since February 2009, the new

destinations are Billund in Denmark (4 August),
Doncaster Sheffield in the UK (6 August), Karlsruhe/
Baden-Baden in Germany (4 August) and Nuremberg in
Germany (6 August). All four routes will be served 2weekly using the airline’s A320s, with none of the routes
already served. This raises to 19 the number of routes
operated by Wizz Air from Timisoara. Last year the
airport handled 1.52 million passengers (down 7% on
the 2017 figure). Traffic in the first half of 2019 is down
just over 2%. Wizz Air accounts for just over 50% of
scheduled capacity at the airport this summer, up from
45% in S18. Ryanair (with two routes to Bucharest and
Milan BGY), TAROM (with two routes to Bucharest and
Iasi) and Lufthansa (also with two routes to Frankfurt
and Munich) account for most of the rest of the airport’s
flights this summer.
Elsewhere on its pan-European network, Wizz Air also
began 2-weekly service between Tirana and Memmingen on 1 September. Notably, neither airport is a
base for the carrier. The 1,050-kilometre route is not
served by any other carrier. Wizz Air now serves the
Albanian capital from four airports, the others being
Budapest (launched in April 2017), Dortmund (launched
October 2018) and London LTN (launched April 2018). A
fifth route, to Vienna, will begin in mid-December.

Between 10 and 13 September Wizz Air added a further
six new routes from its base in Kutaisi, Georgia. The base
was opened three years ago in September 2016,
although the airline’s first service to the city was as long
ago as April 2013 from Warsaw WAW. The new routes
are to Bari in Italy, Basel/Mulhouse in Switzerland/

seats), easyJet (102,000
more seats) and Wizz Air
(71,500 more seats). At the other end of the rankings, in
addition to the loss of Jet Airways and WOW air, the
demise of flybmi, Primera Air and Cobalt, and the 17%
reduction in Flybe’s international capacity have all
impacted the UK market in a negative way.

Continued from page 1

Tunisia is fastest-growing country market
Returning to actual passenger numbers courtesy of the
UK CAA, and using a minimum requirement of 20,000
total passengers in June, the fastest-growing country
markets in percentage terms can be identified.
Tunisia tops this ranking, with traffic in June 2019 more
than double that registered in June 2018, as tour
operators gradually become more confident of the
market following the terrorist attack at Sousse in June
2015 which killed 30 UK tourists. Both Thomas Cook
Airlines and TUI Airways more than doubled their
capacity to the country this summer.
Growth of almost 70% in the Estonian market can be
explained by the launch of new service to Tallinn by
Ryanair from Edinburgh and by Wizz Air from London
LTN as well as increased capacity from airBaltic on the
London LGW route. However, British Airways has
dropped the 2-weekly service to Tallinn which it
launched in S17.
Ukraine’s growth of over 40% is driven by Ryanair
entering the market with services from London STN to
both Kiev and Lviv, as well as a Manchester to Kiev
service. Norwegian’s decision to increase frequency on
its London LGW to Buenos Aires service from 4-weekly in
S18 to daily in S19 has been the main reason for 31%
growth in the Argentinian market.
International growth every month since January 2015
A look at international traffic growth by month going
back to the start of 2015 clearly shows a number of key
issues. The collapse of Monarch Airlines in October 2017
suppressed growth for the following 12 months as other
airlines failed to increase their capacities fast enough to
fully compensate.
A second key factor is the timing of Easter, which is
sometimes in March and sometimes in April. This is a
long weekend holiday for residents in the UK and a
popular time to get away. However, it is more popular
when it happens in April as the weather in the popular
Mediterranean destinations is clearly better then than in
March. The additional day in February 2016 gave that
month an artificial 3% increase.
International traffic has grown every month since
January 2015, with April 2018 coming closest to see a
downturn in demand. That was because Easter Sunday
had shifted from mid-April in 2017 to 1 April 2018, thus
taking away much of the traffic boost reported the
previous April.
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