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With 2019 consigned to the pages of history, The ANKER Report 
has decided to look at schedule data for 2019 (and 2018) across 
all European airports, to determine some rankings of airlines 
and airports for 2019 using different metrics.  

First some definitions. A route operated by an airline is only 
considered to have genuinely existed if it operated at least four 
times during the year according to Cirium Data and Analytics 
figures. That is equivalent to a weekly flight operating for a 
month. This does mean, though, that a number of new routes 
started at low frequency, during December 2019, will not be 
considered as having started until 2020. 

Also, all analysis is done by airline code. Wizz Air, for example, 
has two different AOCs operating with IATA codes W6 and W9. 
Similarly, and even more annoyingly for analysts, Norwegian 
operates flights in Europe under three codes; DI, DY and  D8. 
For the purposes of these analyses, these will be treated as 
separate airlines. 

Ryanair and easyJet have biggest European networks 

It should come as no surprise to anybody that the leading 
airline for routes involving European airports is Ryanair, with 
just over 4,000 in 2019. Because we are looking at routes from 
airports, a route between two airports within Europe will be 
counted twice, once for each airport. However, a route 
operated between Europe and Morocco (of which Ryanair has 
over 110) will only be counted once, at the European airport. 

While the positions of (U)LCC giants Ryanair and runner-up 
easyJet are relatively easy to predict, the rankings from third 
place onwards are probably less obvious. Wizz Air takes a clear 
third place with its traditional W6 coded flights. The airline’s 
relatively new UK-based subsidiary, which operates using the 
code W9, registered just under 100 routes in 2019, an increase 
of 40 over its figure for 2018. 

TUI Airways ranks fourth 

Maybe a surprise is the fourth position of UK-based TUI Airways 
with over 1,000 routes from European airports. Many of these 
are seasonal and operate at relatively low frequency, but the 
breadth of the airline’s network is still impressive. While most 
of the top six carriers by this metric have seen considerable 
change since 2018, TUI Airways’s network size has remained 
remarkably similar compared with 2018. 

Europe’s (U)LCCs (shown in red) dominate the rankings, 
accounting for seven of the top 10 airlines and 10 of the top 20.  
Norwegian is counted twice because of its DY and D8 codes. 
Airlines which are (or were) part of travel companies take four 
of the top 20 places and are shown in green. 

That leaves six other carriers; the national airlines of France, 
Germany, Scandinavia, Turkey and the UK, and UK regional 
Flybe. Of the 20 airlines, 13 have seen their European networks 
change by more than 30 routes between 2018 and 2019. Seven 
carriers have seen a significant increase while six have seen a 
significant decline, highlighting the surprisingly volatile nature 
of the aviation market in Europe in 2019. 

Ryanair grows by more than 400 routes 

As has been traditional for most of the last decade, Ryanair has 
seen the biggest network growth in terms of total routes 
operated. As has been previously reported, Ryanair also tends 

to drop more routes than any other airline, but its European 
route network has still grown by more than 400 between 2018 
and 2019. Given that Ryanair subsidiary Lauda also made the 
top 10 for biggest network growth, it can be seen that, despite 
the delay in delivery of Ryanair’s Boeing MAX aircraft, it was 
still an incredibly busy year for the airline group’s network 
planners. 

Air France’s second place in these rankings is somewhat 
artificial. The reason is that in 2019 the airline’s regional 
services, operated under the HOP! brand with its own A5 code, 
all started being operated only under the parent company’s AF 
code. 

Ukraine’s SkyUp Airlines makes top 10 for new routes 

Among the usual suspects for new route launches (Jet2.com, 
Pobeda, Turkish Airlines, Volotea and Wizz Air) are some 
unexpected carriers. Turkish based Corendon Airlines (which 
with its similarly named subsidiaries operates flight under IATA 
codes CD, XC and XR) grew rapidly in 2019, including taking 
over several leisure routes from German airports previously 
operated by Germania, before that airline collapsed at the 
beginning of 2019. 

An impressive newcomer is 
Ukraine’s SkyUp Airlines which 

2019 review; LCCs still driving growth 
as Paris CDG is top airport for airlines 
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Welcome 

Our first issue of 2020 looks back at 
2019 and reveals Europe’s biggest 
airlines in terms of routes operated 
and most additional new routes 
compared with 2018. 

There are airline profiles of BRA 
Braathens Regional Airlines, easyJet in 
Porto and Turkish Airlines at Istanbul 
IST, as well as airport profiles on 
Bologna and Bordeaux. 

We also report on over 60 new services 
which have been launched since mid-
December by 30 carriers involving at 
least one European airport.  

Finally, remember to check out the 
EATS database of airport traffic on the 
website, which now also includes 2019 
data for Morocco’s biggest airports. 

Ralph Anker 
ralph@anker-report.com 
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Among Europe’s major flag-carriers none has grown as 
quickly during the last 15 years as Istanbul-based Turkish 
Airlines. The airline’s growth has been remarkable, 
helped by a large domestic market and a strategically 
located main hub that lies between Africa, Asia and 
Europe. 

In 2009 it ranked fifth in terms of departing seat capacity 
from its main hub, behind Air France, Lufthansa, British 
Airways and KLM. Just four years later it had overtaken 
all of them to take the top spot among European hub 
carriers. Since then, it has steadily pulled away from its 
nearest rival, fellow Star Alliance member Lufthansa in 
Frankfurt. With its new home airport in Istanbul having 
fewer operating restrictions, Turkish Airlines is likely to 
remain the leading European hub airline by seat capacity 
for the foreseeable future. 

International growth delivers 

Between 2004 and 2008, domestic flights accounted for 
around 45% of the airline’s seat capacity from Istanbul 
IST. However, from 2009 onwards the domestic share 
fell steadily reaching an all-time low of 26% in 2019. For 
most of the last decade (but not 2019) domestic capacity 
was still growing, but nothing like as quickly as 
international capacity. 

While the airline’s domestic capacity from Istanbul IST 
grew by 70% between 2008 and 2019, international 
capacity on European routes grew by just over 200%. But 
even this impressive growth was overshadowed by the 
370% growth in international seat capacity to non-
European destinations, notably in Africa. 

While overall double-digit growth was achieved every 
year between 2005 and 2015 (with the exception of 
2010 when it was ‘just’ 6%), the last few years have seen 
only single-digit growth, as the old airport’s capacity 
limitations became a significant factor. In addition, the  
currency and debt crisis in the Turkish economy, which 
started in 2018, has had an impact, particularly on 
domestic air travel. 

Domestic traffic down 7% in 2019 

The airline’s published traffic statistics for November 
2019 shows that in the first 11 months of last year, 
domestic traffic across the airline’s whole network (not 
just to and from Istanbul) was down 7.2% (to 28.35 
million), with the carrier operating 9.4% fewer domestic 
flights. However, load factor was up 1.0 percentage 
point to 86.3%. 

However, international traffic during the same period 
increased by 3.5% (to 40.44 million) on 5% more flights. 
Here, load factor fell by 0.5 percentage points to 81.0%. 
Overall traffic was down 1.2% to 68.8 million, of which 
22.4 million (an increase of 4.4%) were connecting from 
one international flight to another international flight. 

Over 120 countries now served 

Turkish Airlines operates in more countries than any 
other airline. According to analysis of Cirium Data and 
Analytics figures for 2019, Turkish Airlines operated non-
stop scheduled flights to 109 countries outside of 
Turkey. This is four more than in 2018 with the addition 
of Chad, Ivory Coast, Mexico and Venezuela during the 
last 12 months. 

However, if we also include destinations served with an 
intermediate stop, the number of countries served 
outside of Turkey rises to 122, with only Mexico and 
Congo (Pointe Noire) having been added in 2019. Pointe 
Noire service began on 30 July 2019, operating outbound 
via Libreville in Gabon. 

During the airline’s peak month of August, it was 

operating around 500 departures per day from Istanbul’s 
new airport, flying non-stop to 261 destinations 
worldwide. If cities served via an intermediate stop are 
included, Turkish Airlines served a total of 286 
destinations from Istanbul IST in 2019. 

In terms of ASKs (Available Seat Kilometres), which takes 
into account frequency, aircraft size and sector length, 

Turkish Airlines operates to 122 countries from its new mega-hub in 
Istanbul; New York JFK and Germany top route/country rankings 
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the airline’s biggest routes are its 3-daily service to New 
York JFK and Bangkok. Of the top 15 routes by this 
metric, six are in the US and six are in Asia, leaving 
London LHR, Paris CDG and Sao Paulo as the three 
remaining routes. 

In terms of weekly flights, local routes lead the way with 
Ankara (102 weekly flights) ahead of Antalya (93), Izmir 
(91) and Bodrum (78). The highest frequency 
international route is the airline’s 9-daily service to Tel 
Aviv. All but five destinations are served at least 3-
weekly. The airline’s longest routes are currently the 
Californian routes to Los Angeles (11,058 kilometres) 
and San Francisco (10,823 kilometres), followed by 
Bogota, Sao Paulo, Denpasar-Bali and Houston. 

Germany is #1 international market 

Looking at the leading international country markets by 
annual seat capacity, Germany dominates, with more 
than twice as many seats from Istanbul IST as its nearest 
rival, the US. Following the Second World War, there 
was mass migration of Turkish ‘Gastarbeiter’ (guest 
workers) into Germany to help with post-war 
reconstruction and development. This has left a 
considerable legacy and it is estimated that around 5% 
of the German population (about four million people) 
have Turkish heritage. 

Apart from the US, there are four other non-European 
country markets in the airline’s top 15 country markets; 
Saudi Arabia (6th), Israel (8th), Iran (12th) and Iraq 
(13th).  

17 new non-stop destinations in 2019 

Turkish Airlines has added at least six new non-stop 
destinations every year from 2008 to 2019. During the 
period 2011 to 2016 the airline was particularly prolific 
at venturing into new markets. The complete relocation 
of flights to the new Istanbul airport in April 2019 
appears to have encouraged the airline to once again 
grow its network more quickly. 

Last year saw 17 airports around the world welcome non
-stop Turkish Airlines flights, if not for the first time, then 
the first time in a while. This included four local airports 
in Turkey, as well as Africa (Luxor in Egypt, Marrakech in 
Morocco, N’Djamena in Chad and Port Harcourt in 
Nigeria), the Middle East (Sharjah in the UAE and 
Sulaymaniyah in Iraq), Central and South America 
(Caracas in Venezuela and Mexico City), Asia (Denpasar 
Bali in Indonesia and Xi’an in China) as well as Western 
Europe (Linz in Austria, Rovaniemi in Finland and 
Strasbourg in France). 

New long-haul routes for 2020 

New destinations already announced for 2020 include 
New York EWR and two destinations in Japan (Osaka and 

Tokyo HND). In addition, Ulaanbaatar in Mongolia 
became a non-stop destination on 1 January having 
previously been served via Bishkek. 

Malabo in Equatorial Guinea will become a new 
destination on 7 February when 3-weekly service via 
Port Harcourt in Nigeria begins, though the return sector 
from Malabo to Istanbul is non-stop.  

Destinations not expected to be served in 2020, which 
were served in 2019, include Ahwaz in Iran (last served 
in February 2019), Kosice in Slovakia (last served in 
August 2019), Linz in Austria (which only operated from 
24 April  2019 to 28 May 2019 while nearby Salzburg was 
closed for runway maintenance) and Tirana in Albania 
(last served in June 2019). 

Turkish Airlines’s network developments from Istanbul IST 2008-2019 
Year Non-stop destinations from Istanbul added - domestic routes shown in red Non-stop destinations no longer served 

2008 Addis Ababa, Aleppo, Amasya, Baghdad, Birmingham, Paris CDG, Sinop Sanliurfa, Tehran THR  

2009 Benghazi, Canakkale, Dakar, Gothenburg, Isparta, Lviv, Mashhad, Nairobi, Shanghai, Toronto, Ufa, Usak Berlin SXF, Paris ORY, Strasbourg 

2010 Alexandria HBE, Bologna, Entebbe, Podgorica, Sao Paulo, Sochi/Adler, Washington Agri, London STN 

2011 Agri, Basra, Dammam, Dar es Salaam, Erbil, Genoa, Guangzhou, Islamabad, Kabul, London LGW, Los Angeles, 
Malaga, Misurata, Mosul, Najaf, Naples, Shiraz, Sulaymaniyah, Thessaloniki, Toulouse, Tripoli MJI, Turin, Valencia 

Canakkale, Isparta, Usak 

2012 Aalborg, Accra, Bilbao, Bremen, Dhaka, Djibouti, Edinburgh, Hurghada, Igdir, Isfahan, Kermanshah, Kigali,  
Kilimanjaro, Kinshasa, Kutahya, Leipzig, Male, Moscow VKO, Nakchivan, Niamey, Nouakchott, Novosibirsk, Osh, 
Sebha, Sharm El-Sheikh, Taif, Yanbu, Yaounde 

Dakar, Eskisehir, Tripoli MJI 

2013 Aqaba, Bingol, Constanta, Douala, Friedrichshafen, Gassim, Houston, Isparta, Kastamonu, Kano, Kathmandu, 
Kuala Lumpur, Lahore, Luxemborg, Malta, Marseille, Mazar, Salzburg, Santiago de Compostela, Sirnak, Tallinn 

Aleppo, Damascus, Entebbe, Moscow SVO, Muscat 

2014 Aden, Alanya-Gazipasa, Astrakhan, Billund, Bordeaux, Boston, Catania, Constantine, Cotonou, Ganja, Kherson, 
Montreal, Munster/Osnabruck, Muscat, N’Djamena, Oran, Pisa, Rotterdam, Sinop, Stavropol, Tlemcen, Varna, 
Vilnius 

Santiago de Compostela, Sebha 

2015 Abuja, Ahwaz, Bari, Cape Town, Graz, Hakkari, Jakarta, Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden, Khujand, Manila, Mauritius, 
Miami, Ordu-Giresun, Ouagadougou, Porto, San Francisco, Taipei, Zaporizhia 

Benghazi, Donetsk, Mosul, Simferopol, Tripoli 

2016 Atlanta, Bamako, Bogota, Cluj-Napoca, Dubrovnik, Durban, Hanoi, Havana, Ho Chi Minh City, Ivano-Frankivsk, 
Kosice, Mahe, Mombasa 

Aden, Misurata, Sana’a 

2017 Asmara, Edremit, Kaunas*, Kharkiv, Phuket, Samara, Voronezh, Zanzibar Aalborg, Aqaba, Dnipropetrovsk, Durban, Ganja, 
Genoa, Ivano-Frankivsk, Kano, Kermanshah,  
Khujand, Osh, Rotterdam, Tlemcen, 

2018 Aqaba, Ganja, Krasnodar, Libreville, Lusaka, Samarkand Astrakhan, Kaunas*, Münster/Osnabrück,  
N’Djamena, Novosibirsk, Osaka, Sulaymaniyah 

2019 Canakkale, Caracas, Denpasar-Bali, Linz*, Luxor, Marrakech, Mexico City, N’Djamena, Port Harcourt, Rovaniemi, 
Sharjah, Siirt, Strasbourg, Sulaymaniyah, Usak, Xi’an, Zonguldak 

Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden, Kilimanjaro, Stavropol, 
Turin 

2020 New York EWR, Osaka, Tokyo HND, Ulaanbaatar Ahwaz, Kosice, Linz*, Tirana 

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics for January 2007 to December 2020. *Only operated while Vilnius/Salzburg were shut for maintenance. 
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Bologna Guglielmo Marconi Airport is located just six 
kilometres northwest of Bologna’s city centre. It ranks as 
Italy’s eighth busiest airport and handled more than nine 
million passengers for the first time in 2019. It passed 
that milestone in mid-December. In total, passenger 
numbers reached an estimated 9.4 million last year, an 
increase of 10% over 2018. 

International traffic driving growth 

Between 2000 and 2019 domestic traffic has grown by 
77%, representing average growth of just 3% per annum. 
During the same period international traffic has 
increased by 218%, equivalent to 6.3% growth per 
annum. Significantly, since 2016, domestic traffic is up 
just 2% while international demand has risen by 29%. 

The airport’s seasonality profile is typical of many 
European airports serving industrial cities. The busiest 
months are July and August when demand is typically 40
-50% higher than in the off-peak winter months. 

The dip in traffic in September 2018 was due to the 
runway being closed for four full days from the 14th to 
the 17th of the month for runway maintenance. 
Similarly, the traffic dip in 2004 was because the airport 
was closed for two months while the runway was 
extended to 2,800 metres.  

Ryanair is leading airline 

Ryanair is the dominant carrier in Bologna with over 40% 
of annual scheduled seat capacity and offers eight times 
as many seats as its nearest competitors Alitalia and 
Wizz Air. Ryanair began serving Bologna at the same 
time as making it a base in October 2008. During the first 
winter season it offered flights to seven destinations. By 
summer 2010 it was serving 26 destinations and the 
airport had seen two successive years of passenger 
growth of around 15%. 

Since October 2008, Ryanair has offered flights to 77 
destinations from Bologna, 52 of which were operated 
last summer, including new routes to Corfu, Crotone, 
Heraklion, Marseille and Podgorica. This winter has seen 
the addition of further new services to Fuerteventura, 
Katowice, Kutaisi (also launched by Wizz Air on the same 
day), Santander and Tel Aviv. In addition, Ryanair-owned 
Lauda began flights to Stuttgart back in February. 

So far, only one new destination has been announced by 
Ryanair for S20, a weekly service to Zakynthos in Greece, 
which launches on 1 June and will operate until the end 
of September. 

Alitalia currently offers year-round flights to its main 
base at Rome FCO and Catania in Sicily. Seasonal flights 
to Palermo did not operate this summer, leaving only 
Ryanair to serve the market. 

Air Albania, Air Serbia and Finnair new for 2019 

Over 20 new services were launched during 2019. Apart 
from the Ryanair routes, Blue Panorama added leisure 
routes to various Greek destinations. New carriers 
included Air Albania (to Tirana), Air Serbia (to Nis), and 
Finnair (to Helsinki), with Lauda having started service to 
Bologna from Vienna in late 2018. 

Emirates is the only one of the major Middle East 
carriers to serve Bologna, having launched daily service 
in November 2015. 

Philadelphia freedom in 2019 but not 2020 

One of Bologna’s highlights in 2019 was the return of 
non-stop service to the US, with American Airlines 
operating from Philadelphia between June and 
September. This was the airport’s first scheduled US 
service since Eurofly served New York JFK between S05 
and S08. Sadly, the route is not returning in S20, leaving 

Emirates’ Dubai operation as the airport’s only long-haul 
service. 

Apart from Ryanair’s new Greek route, the only other 
new routes so far confirmed for 2020 are Warsaw WAW 
(3-weekly from 2 June with Wizz Air) and Krakow (also 3-
weekly from 1 August with Wizz Air). As a result Bologna 
will be hoping to reach 10 million passengers in 2020. 

Bologna passes 9 million pax milestone in 2019; Ryanair has over 
40% of seats; Air Serbia, American Airlines and Finnair new last year 
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Porto was easyJet’s 31st busiest airport in 2019 with 
1.04 million departing seats. This ranked it just behind 
Nantes (1.06 million) and just ahead of Alicante (1.03 
million). easyJet first began serving the Portuguese 
airport from Geneva (June 2007) and Basel (October 
2007), with flights from Paris CDG beginning in February 
2008 followed by Lyon in April 2008. London LGW 
service began in November 2009. 

Base from summer 2015 

A sixth route to Toulouse began in March 2012 but 
initially this only operated during the summer season. 
Thereafter, not much happened until easyJet announced 
that Porto would be its 25th base from summer 2015. 

The based aircraft enabled the route network to double 
from six routes to 12, with the addition of Bristol, 
London LTN, Luxembourg, Manchester, Nantes and 
Stuttgart services between the end of March and mid-
June. Year-round domestic flights to Funchal on the 
island of Madeira were added in May 2016. 

The summer of 2018 saw two more destinations added, 

to Ibiza and Zurich, while flights to Nice were introduced 
in October 2018. Last summer, Bordeaux and Malaga 
flights were also added. Finally, this winter has seen an 
eighth French route to Montpellier added, meaning that 
easyJet now serves 19 destinations from Porto. 
Unusually, the LCC has not dropped a single route from 
Porto. 

Six of the routes were served with at least daily flights 
this summer, with Geneva (4-daily) and Paris CDG (16-
weekly) having the most regular service. All destinations 
were served at least 3-weekly. 

At present easyJet does not appear to be adding (or 
dropping) any of its Porto routes for summer 2020. 
Analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics figures suggest that 
easyJet’s capacity at Porto will increase by around 6% 
next summer, mostly on routes to France. 

Competition on 13 of 19 routes 

While easyJet accounts for around 14% of scheduled 
seat capacity in Porto, this ranks it third at the airport 
behind TAP Portugal (22%) and Ryanair (32%). As a 

result, it will come as no surprise that easyJet faces 
direct competition on 13 of its 19 routes, with Basel, 
Bristol, Ibiza, Montpellier, Nice and Stuttgart being the 
destinations on which the carrier currently has a 
monopoly. 

Ryanair is the sole competitor on Bordeaux, Malaga, 
Manchester and Toulouse, while Transavia France is the 
only direct competitor on Lyon and Nantes. Wizz Air 
competes directly on the London LTN service. 

On five routes easyJet competes with two other carriers; 
Funchal (TAP Portugal and Transavia), Geneva (SWISS 
and TAP Portugal), London LGW (British Airways and TAP 
Portugal), Paris CDG (Air France and Vueling) and Zurich 
(SWISS and TAP Portugal). However, the greatest 
competition comes on the 1,480-kilometre route to 
Luxembourg, which is also served by Luxair, Ryanair and 
TAP Portugal. 

The most recent network addition, Montpellier, is being 
served 2-weekly this winter, but will see frequency 
increase to 3-weekly from the end of April, making it the 
only new route for easyJet at Porto in S20. 

easyJet is #3 in Porto with 19 routes in 2019; has never (yet) dropped 
a route from the Portuguese airport; French and Swiss routes key 

http://www.connect-aviation.com/
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Launched routes 

Air Europa on 20 December launched 2-weekly service 
(Tuesdays and Fridays) between Madrid and Fortaleza 
using A330-200s. The 6,060-kilometre service becomes 
the SkyTeam member’s fourth route to Brazil joining Sao 
Paulo GRU (served daily), Recife (served 2-weekly) and 
Salvador (served 3-weekly). The carrier also previously 
served Rio de Janeiro non-stop from October 2006 to 
March 2009. To help with its Brazilian routes, Air Europa 
recently signed a codeshare agreement with local carrier 
GOL. Fortaleza is operated by Germany’s Fraport and 
was Brazil’s 11th busiest airport in 2018, handling 6.61 
million passengers. In the first 11 months of 2019, 
demand has grown by 9.9% to 6.52 million. Three other 
carriers operate non-stop between Europe and Fortaleza 
this winter; Air France 3-weekly from Paris CDG, KLM 4-
weekly from Amsterdam and TAP Portugal daily from 
Lisbon. However, Condor’s 2-weekly service from 
Frankfurt, which operated in W18/19, has been 
suspended. According to Cirium Data and Analytics 
figures, capacity between Europe and Brazil is up 2.6% 
this winter compared with last winter. 

Air France has reinstated non-stop service from Paris 
ORY to Algiers. A 4-weekly service using A319s was 
launched on 2 January. The 1,340-kilometre sector is 
already flown 25-weekly by Air Algérie using mostly 737-
800s, but also A330-200s. Last winter the route was also 
flown by Aigle Azur with 3-daily flights. However, the 
carrier ceased operations in early September. In addition 
to services from Orly, both Air Algérie (38-weekly) and 
Air France (21-weekly) operate flights between Paris 
CDG and Algiers, with ASL Airlines France also offering a 
4-weekly service this winter. However, overall seat 
capacity between Paris and Algiers is down almost 15% 
this winter primarily as a result of the lost Aigle Azur 
capacity. 

On 17 December Air Serbia launched the first scheduled 
flights from Morava Airport (IATA code KVO) near 
Kraljevo in central Serbia. The first destination is Vienna, 
which will be served 2-weekly (Tuesdays and Fridays) in 
winter and 3-weekly in summer using ATR 72-500s. A 
second, seasonal route to Thessaloniki is set to launch in 
March. Both routes are being subsidised by the Serbian 
government to encourage air travel from Serbian 
airports other than Belgrade. At present the aircraft 
used for the morning service appears to fly empty from 
Belgrade (around 110 kilometres away) to Morava and 
then position back to Belgrade empty after returning to 
Morava from Vienna. 

airBaltic added a seasonal service from its Estonian base 
in Tallinn to Salzburg on 21 December. The weekly 
(Saturday) service will be flown using the carrier’s A220-
300s. No other carrier operates on the 1,510-kilometre 
route. This winter, airBaltic has increased its seat 
capacity at Tallinn by 27% compared with W18/19, while 
the airport’s overall seat capacity has fallen by 3% 
following the ending of Nordica’s scheduled services in 
June. With 27% of seats at the airport, airBaltic is the 

leading carrier this winter ahead of LOT Polish Airlines 
which has 13% and operates flights to Brussels BRU, 
Stockholm ARN and Warsaw WAW. These routes use 
Nordica’s CRJs with the carrier now focussing on 
wetlease operations for other carriers. 

To celebrate the start of 2020 Austrian Airlines took 
over four routes from Vienna previously operated by 
Eurowings. On 1 January the Star Alliance carrier began 
serving Barcelona (12-weekly), Birmingham (4-weekly), 
Nuremberg (9-weekly) and Rome FCO (15-weekly). Only 
Birmingham has not previously been served by Austrian 
Airlines from Vienna. There is considerable LCC 
competition on three of these new routes; Lauda (12-
weekly), LEVEL (9-weekly) and Vueling (6-weekly) all 
serve Barcelona, while Lauda (11-weekly) and Wizz Air 
(6-weekly) offer alternatives to Rome. Lauda also serves 
Birmingham 3-weekly, but there is currently no 
competition on the Nuremberg route. Austrian Airlines 
will use E195s on the Birmingham and Nuremberg 
routes and larger A319s and A320s on the other two 
routes. Since launching operations at Vienna in 
November 2015, Eurowings has offered flights to 48 
destinations from the Austrian capital. However, in the 
first quarter of 2020 it will only be offering 10 routes 
from Vienna; five routes to Germany (Cologne Bonn, 
Düsseldorf, Hamburg, Hannover and Stuttgart) all of 
which are served at least 3-daily on weekdays, four 
routes to Spain (Fuerteventura, Gran Canaria, Malaga 
and Tenerife TFS) plus Pristina in Kosovo.  

Azimuth (IATA code A4) began 2-weekly (Wednesdays 
and Sundays) service between Krasnodar and Munich on 
22 December. The airline will use Sukhoi Superjet 100s 
on the 2,120-kilometre route. Krasnodar in southern 
Russia (located between The Black Sea and The Caspian 
Sea) is a new destination for Munich and Azimuth is a 

new airline. Over the Christmas period Krasnodar 
celebrated the milestone of handling 4.5 million 
passengers in 2019. This appears to be Azimuth’s first 
route to an airport in the European Union. This winter 
the Bavarian capital is connected non-stop to seven 
Russian airports, the others being Ekaterinburg, Moscow 
DME, Moscow SVO, Moscow VKO, Novosibirsk and St. 
Petersburg. However, scheduled capacity between 
Munich and Russia is down 9% compared with last 
winter according to analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics 
figures. 

Biman Bangladesh Airlines now serves two destinations 
in the UK following the launch of flights to Manchester 
on Sunday 5 January. The new 3-weekly service 
(Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays) will operate Dhaka-
Manchester-Sylhet-Dhaka using the airline’s 787-8s. The 
airline’s other European route is to London LHR, which 
operates 4-weekly this winter and also stops in Sylhet on 
the return flight. According to the UK Census of 2011 
there are some 450,000 British Bangladeshis with 
around half living in the Greater London area. 

BRA Braathens Regional Airlines became the first airline 
to serve the new Scandinavian Mountains Airport near 
Salen (IATA code SCR) in Sweden. On 22 December the 
airline operated flights from Angelholm, Malmö and 
Stockholm BMA with the Malmö flight (TF1621) having 
the honour of being the first ever commercial arrival at 
the airport at 09:35. All three routes operate just weekly 
or 2-weekly using ATR 72s for the Angelholm and 
Stockholm flights and the larger Avro RJs for the Malmö 
route. Additional routes from Gothenburg and Växjö are 
set to start at the end of January. 

Buta Airways, the low-cost subsidiary of Azerbaijan 
Airlines, began 2-weekly service (Mondays and 
Thursdays) on 23 December between Baku and Lviv in 
Ukraine. The 2,300-kilometre sector will be flown using 
the carrier’s E190s and faces no direct competition. Buta 
Airways already serves Kiev IEV and Kharkiv from Baku. 

CanaryFly (IATA code PM) on 16 December began daily 
service on the 245-kilometre route between the Spanish 
Canary Island airports of Gran Canaria and La Palma. 
The airline’s fleet of seven 68-seat ATR 72-500s will 
operate the service. Competition comes from Binter 
Canarias which already flies 24-weekly between the two 
airports. CanaryFly now flies nine routes between the 
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various airports in the Canary Islands; five from both 
Gran Canaria and Tenerife TFN, plus two each from El 
Hierro, Fuerteventura, La Palma and Lanzarote. 

The new incarnation of Cyprus Airways, which began 
flying in June 2017, has launched its first route from 
Paphos. On 21 December the carrier started 3-weekly 
service (Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays) to Athens 
using its fleet of two 144-seat A319s, both of which were 
previously operated by S7 Airlines which is a 
shareholder in the airline. The route is already served in 
winter by Olympic Air with 2-weekly flights. Cyprus 
Airways offers six routes from Larnaca this winter; 
Athens, Beirut, Heraklion, Prague (only until 7 January), 
Tel Aviv and Thessaloniki. On routes to Athens and 
Thessaloniki, Cyprus Airways also codeshares with Blue 
Air to offer additional weekly frequencies. 

Danish Air Transport has taken over the 570-kilometre 
German domestic route previously operated by Luxair 
between Saarbrücken and Berlin TXL. The changeover 
occurred on 1 January. Luxair had been serving the 
market 18-weekly with CRJ-700s operated on its behalf 
by Regional Jet Ou of Estonia. Danish Air Transport will 
operate the route 17-weekly with ATR 72-500s. The 
route was also previously flown by airberlin between 
September 2007 and October 2017 and before that by 
German regional carrier Cirrus Airlines. Luxair will 
continue to operate flights from Saarbrücken to 
Luxembourg and Hamburg. 

easyJet in mid-December introduced four new routes 
from four different bases to its network. On 14 
December a weekly (Saturday) service between 
Amsterdam and Hurghada in Egypt was added 
(competing with Corendon Airlines) as well as a 2-
weekly service (Tuesdays and Saturdays) between Porto 
and Montpellier. The following day saw the launch of a 
weekly (Sunday) service from Berlin TXL to Ostersund in 
Sweden along with a 2-weekly (Thursdays and Sundays) 
service from Geneva to Agadir in Morocco. As a result of 
these new routes Agadir is served this winter by easyJet 
from 11 airports (up from five last winter), Hurghada 
from 11 airports (up from five last winter), Montpellier 
from three airports (the others being Basel and London 

LGW) and Ostersund from three airports (same as last 
winter with Berlin TXL service replacing Bristol service). 

Eurowings now serves Pristina from Frankfurt thanks to 
the addition of 2-weekly service (Tuesdays and Fridays) 
between the two airports on 17 December. The 1,270-
kilometre route was previously served by Air Serbia from 
December 2010 to October 2019. Before that the route 
was offered by airberlin (March 2008 to November 
2010). Eurowings now serves Pristina from eight airports 
compared with five last winter. Apart from Frankfurt, it 
has also recently added service from Geneva (on 21 
June) and Vienna (on 2 November). Eurowings has 
increased capacity at Pristina this winter by almost 140% 
compared with last winter and is the leading carrier at 
the airport (ahead of Wizz Air and easyJet) with 23% of 
scheduled seat capacity according to Cirium Data and 
Analytics.  

Finnair has become the first European carrier since KLM 
in 2002 to offer regular, non-stop service between 
Europe and Sapporo in Japan. The city, best-known for 
hosting the 1972 Winter Olympics, has also hosted 
matches during the 2002 FIFA World Cup (football) and 
the 2019 Rugby World Cup. It is Japan’s fifth largest city 
and the largest on the northern island of Hokkaido. The 
airport handles over 20 million passengers annually, 
mostly on domestic flights. Launched on 15 December, 
the 2-weekly service from Helsinki will be flown using 
the airline’s A330-300s. Although initially targeting the 
winter ski market, the route is scheduled to operate year
-round. This will be Finnair’s fifth route to Japan as it 
already serves Nagoya (5-weekly), Osaka KIX (daily) and 
Tokyo NRT (9-weekly) this winter, as well as summer 
flights to Fukuoka (3-weekly). 

Hainan Airlines chose the last week of 2019 to launch 
two new routes between China and Europe. On 25 
December the carrier began a weekly (Wednesday) 
service between Haikou and Moscow SVO. The 7,100-
kilometre sector is not flown by any other carrier and is 
currently the only scheduled service to the Chinese 
holiday destination from anywhere in Europe. Last 
winter Pegas Fly operated from Moscow ZIA to Haikou 
according to Cirium Data and Analytics figures. The other 
new route launched by Hainan Airlines to Europe was 
from Chongqing to Budapest. The inaugural flight was 
on 27 December using a 787-9 which arrived in the 
Hungarian capital 36 minutes early at 04:54. The second 
flight on 30 December was cancelled according to 
Flightradar24.com. Despite these new routes, Hainan 
Airlines’ capacity to Europe this winter is down around 
6% compared with last winter. 

Jet2.com launched three new routes on Saturday 21 
December; Birmingham to Innsbruck, London STN to 
Friedrichshafen and Manchester to Innsbruck. All will 
operate just weekly during the winter season. All routes 
end in mid-April. However, the two Innsbruck routes will 
then resume at the end of May and operate during the 
peak summer period. TUI Airways competes on the two 
Innsbruck routes with easyJet also offering flights on the 
Manchester route. Jet2.com will also serve Innsbruck 
from London STN from 9 February. Friedrichshafen in 
Germany and Innsbruck in Austria are both new 
destinations for Jet2.com. 

Lauda on 19 December added a 2-weekly service 
(Thursdays and Sundays) between Vienna and Billund in 
Denmark. The 990-kilometre sector is already flown by 
Wizz Air, also 2-weekly. This brings to 44 the number of 
destinations served by Lauda from Vienna this winter, 
with over 20 more set to launch next summer. 
Compared with last winter it has dropped routes to 
Amman, Krakow and Lanzarote. Austrian Airlines still 
serves Amman and Krakow with Royal Jordanian 
competing on the Amman route. Lauda is already the 
second biggest carrier in Vienna with 10% of scheduled 
seat capacity this winter, behind Austrian Airlines (43%). 

Lufthansa on 5 January replaced Austrian Airlines on the 
route between Frankfurt and Graz. The 610-kilometre 
sector was served 26-weekly by the Austrian flag-carrier 
using 120-seat E195s. Lufthansa will also operate the 
route 26-weekly using a mix of A319s, E190s and CRJ-
900s. Lufthansa already connects Munich with Graz (21-
weekly), while Air Dolomiti (13-weekly from Munich), 
Austrian Airlines (8-weekly to Düsseldorf and 6-weekly 
to Stuttgart) and easyJet (3-weekly from Berlin TXL) 
provide additional flights between Germany and the 
Austrian city. 

Neos began weekly (Saturday) service between Rome 
FCO and La Romana in the Dominican Republic on 21 
December. The 7,950-kilometre route is not served by 
any other carrier and will be flown using the airline’s 787
-9s. Neos offers low-frequency service this winter from 
Rome to several non-European destinations, including 
Marsa Alam and Sharm el-Sheikh in Egypt, Cancun in 
Mexico, Mombasa in Kenya and Salalah in Oman. 

Ryanair added just a couple of new routes during the 
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last month. On 14 December the carrier began weekly 
(Saturday) service on the 1,030-kilometre sector 
between Bristol and Turin, a route it previously served in 
W07/08, W08/09 and W09/10. Compared with last 
winter, Ryanair has also added new routes from Bristol 
to Grenoble and Milan MXP (launched in May 2019) 
while dropping winter service to Limoges. Ryanair 
remains the second biggest carrier in Bristol (after 
easyJet) with 23% of scheduled seat capacity this winter. 
Meanwhile, the ULCC now serves Turin from 11 airports. 
The second new route was from Krakow to Kherson in 
Ukraine. Kherson is a new destination for Ryanair. The 2-
weekly service (Tuesdays and Saturdays) began on 17 
December. Ryanair is the biggest airline in Krakow 
serving over 60 destinations and accounting for around 
43% of seat capacity this winter. Kherson, a port city on 
the Black Sea in southern Ukraine, handled over 150,000 
passengers in 2018, mainly on routes to Kiev KBP with 
Ukraine International Airlines and to Istanbul IST with 
Turkish Airlines. 

S7 Airlines now offers two more destinations from its 
Moscow DME base with the launch of ski-market 
focussed routes to Chambery (weekly from 28 
December) and Milan MXP (daily from 25 December) 
using a mix of its 737-800s and A320s. The Chambery 
route was previously flown as a pure charter service. 
Although there is no direct competition on the Milan 
route, Aeroflot flies 5-daily from Milan MXP to Moscow 
SVO, while Utair flies 6-weekly from Milan MXP to 
Moscow VKO. In addition, Pobeda offers 3-daily service 
from Milan BGY to Moscow VKO, while Ernest Airlines 
also connected these two airports until recently. 

SAS began serving the new Scandinavian Mountains 
Airport near Salen in Sweden on 29 December. On that 
day it began weekly service (Sunday) from Aalborg and 2
-weekly service from Copenhagen, with both routes 
flown using A320neos. In addition, SAS also began 
weekly service (Saturdays) on 21 December from 
Copenhagen to Turin. The seasonal service on the 1,210-
kilometre route is set to end on 21 March. 

Right at the end of 2019 Shanghai Airlines launched not 
one, but two new routes from China to Budapest. On 30 
December it introduced 2-weekly service from Xi’an 
followed by 2-weekly service from Chengdu on 31 
December. Both routes will be flown by the airline’s 787-
9s and the aircraft originates in Shanghai for both 
services. Shanghai Airlines launched its first route to 
Europe on 7 June 2019, a 3-weekly service from 
Shanghai to Budapest. Shanghai Airlines is a regional 
subsidiary of China Eastern Airlines which codeshares on 
these new routes. This winter, eight European cities now 
have direct flights to Xi’an (Turkish Airlines also started 
a new route recently – see below) up from five in 
W18/19, while 12 European cities now have direct 
service to Chengdu (up from nine in W18/19). Winter 
seat capacity from Europe to Xi’an is up 30% while 
Chengdu capacity is up 21% according to Cirium Data 
and Analytics figures. 

SkyUp Airlines added Poprad-Tatry in Central Slovakia 
to its route network with the launch of 2-weekly service 
(Thursdays and Sundays) from Kiev KBP on 19 

December. The 780-kilometre route is only the third 
route from the Slovakian airport this winter with Wizz 
Air serving London LTN (2-weekly) and airBaltic serving 
Riga (weekly). In recent years the airport has handled 
just under 90,000 passengers per annum, making it the 
third busiest airport in Slovakia after Bratislava (2.3 
million passengers in 2018) and Kosice (540,000 
passengers). SkyUp Airlines now serves 14 destinations 
from Kiev this winter. 

Transavia France, which was profiled in Issue 52 of The 
ANKER Report, added four more routes to its network 
during the last month. On 19 December the carrier 
began 2-weekly service (Mondays and Fridays) between 
Lyon and Amman. This was followed a day later by 2-
weekly service between Nantes and Geneva which 
competes with easyJet’s 11-weekly service. Finally, on 
Saturday 21 December, Transavia began year-round 
weekly service from Paris ORY to both Fuerteventura 
and Lanzarote. Frequency increases to 2-weekly during 
the summer peak on both routes. TUI fly Belgium also 
currently serves these two Spanish routes with weekly 
flights, with Vueling providing a further option on 
Lanzarote. 

Turkish Airlines on 30 December made Xi’an its fourth 
destination in China, when it began 3-weekly service 
from Istanbul IST using A330-200s. The 6,840-kilometre 
route faces no direct competition. The Star Alliance 
carrier already serves Beijing, Guangzhou and Shanghai 
with daily flights. Flights between Europe and Xi’an are 
dominated by Chinese carriers with China Eastern 
Airlines offering flights from Madrid, Moscow SVO, 
Prague and St. Petersburg. Hainan Airlines offers flights 
from Paris CDG and Rome FCO, Tianjin Airlines from 
London LHR, Beijing Capital Airlines from Lisbon and 
most recently Shanghai Airlines from Budapest (see 
above). Finnair is the other European carrier in the 
market serving Xi’an from Helsinki, a route it launched 
in June 2013. 

Ural Airlines at the end of December launched two more 

routes to European Union airports. On 20 December the 
Russian carrier began 4-weekly service from Moscow 
DME to London STN. On 28 December, a 3-weekly 
service between Moscow ZIA and Budapest was added. 
Neither route faces direct competition. However, 
Aeroflot (32-weekly) and British Airways (5-weekly) 
both connect London LHR with Moscow SVO while 
British Airways also serves Moscow DME 13-weekly 
from Heathrow. In addition, Wizz Air offers a daily 
service from London LTN to Moscow VKO. Indirect 
competition on the Budapest route comes from Aeroflot 
(21-weekly to Moscow SVO) and Wizz Air (daily to 
Moscow VKO). As a result of these two new route 
launches, Ural Airlines’s capacity from the Russian 
capital to the European Union has increased by over 
120% this winter according to analysis of Cirium Data 
and Analytics figures. 

Volotea has taken over two routes from Strasbourg 
previously operated by TUI fly Belgium. Since 21 
December the LCC has been operating weekly (Saturday) 
flights from the French airport to Lanzarote in the 
Canary Islands and Marrakech in Morocco using its 
A319s. Both routes are bookable until 25 April. This 
raises to eight the number of destinations served by 
Volotea from Strasbourg this winter. Several other 
seasonal services will resume in summer, along with new 
routes to Barcelona and Palma de Mallorca. This bring 
to 19 the total number of destinations served by the 
regional LCC from Strasbourg, spread across six 
countries. Volotea accounts for 34% of capacity at 
Strasbourg, only just behind Air France/HOP! (36%). 

Latest European route news 
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And finally, Wizz Air launched 16 new routes between 
16 December and 23 December to take advantage of 
potential Christmas traffic. Nine of the routes were from 
its fast-growing base in Vienna, three were from its 
Moldovan base in Chisinau, with one each from 
Bucharest, Budapest, Gdansk and Warsaw WAW. The 
nine new routes from the Austrian capital are Alicante (2
-weekly competing with Lauda), Athens (daily competing 
with Aegean Airlines, Austrian Airlines and Lauda), 
Bremen (4-weekly), Cologne Bonn (daily competing with 
Austrian Airlines and Eurowings), Naples (3-weekly 
competing with Austrian Airlines and easyJet), Oslo (4-
weekly competing with Austrian Airlines and 
Norwegian), Porto (2-weekly competing with Lauda), 
Pristina (3-weekly competing with Austrian Airlines and 
Eurowings) and Tirana (3-weekly competing with 
Austrian Airlines). Of these, only the Bremen route is 
not already served by other carriers. The new routes 
from Chisinau to Larnaka, Prague and Turin are all 

served 2-weekly and face no direct competition. Last 
winter Air Moldova served Larnaka and Turin. The four 
remaining new routes are all to Edinburgh in Scotland, a 
new destination for Wizz Air; from Bucharest (2-weekly), 

Budapest (3-weekly), Gdansk (3-weekly) and Warsaw 
WAW (4-weekly). Ryanair competes directly on three of 
these routes and indirectly on the Warsaw route as it 
serves Warsaw WMI. Jet2.com also competes on the 

Budapest route. Edinburgh becomes Wizz Air’s 12th 
airport in the UK after London SEN became the 11th back 
at the end of October. Its total UK capacity is up 16% this 
winter compared with W18/19. 

Latest European route news 

BRA Braathens Regional Airlines is #1 for Swedish domestic flights; 
five new international routes in 2020 including three from Bromma 
Operating with the IATA code of TF, Swedish carrier BRA 
Braathens Regional Airlines has evolved after the merger 
and acquisition of a number of carriers in the Swedish 
market. With a fleet of 14 72-seat ATR 72-500/600s and 
12 four-engined Avro RJ 85/100s, BRA has been the 
leading provider of scheduled flights in the Swedish 
domestic market in both 2018 and 2019. 

Last year the carrier accounted for 42% of all Swedish 
domestic flights, compared with 39% for SAS. This is 
achieved despite not operating from the country’s 
biggest airport at Stockholm ARN. Instead, the majority 
of the airline’s domestic capacity is focussed on 
Stockholm BMA, the airport which is less than 10 
kilometres from downtown Stockholm. 

In terms of domestic seat capacity, SAS leads the way 
with 48% ahead of BRA (30%) and Norwegian (18%). SAS 
and, in particular, Norwegian use much larger aircraft on 
their domestic flights. 

Almost 90% of capacity at Bromma 

Last year BRA operated 13 domestic routes regularly 
from Bromma with a 14th (to Scandinavian Mountains 
Airport near Salen) added in late December. BRA is the 
dominant carrier at Bromma, accounting for 87% of 
seats at the airport in 2019. British Airways (to Aarhus, 
operated by SUN-AIR), Brussels Airlines (to Brussels) and 
Finnair (to Helsinki) are the other carriers currently 
operating from the airport. 

Weekly schedule data for October shows that BRA 
operates at least three flights per day on weekdays on all 
of its regular domestic routes from Bromma. Depending 
on the day of the week, there are up to 13 flights per day 
to both Gothenburg and Malmö. All of the Bromma 
domestic routes are between 300 and 510 kilometres, 
apart from Visby, which is a sector length of just 190 
kilometres. 

International expansion in 2020 

With its future supposedly assured until 2038, Swedavia 
has been investing in Bromma and upgrading the 
terminal facilities, as well as transport links. In 2018, the 
airport handled 2.5 million passengers. However, 
demand was down around 5% in the first 10 months of 
2019.  

The start of the summer season will see BRA launch its 
first international routes from Bromma; to Riga, Tallinn 

(both 6-weekly) and Oslo TRF (to be served 9-weekly). 
Furthermore, it will begin two new routes to Berlin TXL; 
from Gothenburg (6-weekly) and Malmö (2-weekly). 
Flights to Tegel from Växjö launched in April 2018. 

In 2019, BRA launched a short season of flights from 
Malmö to Palma de Mallorca, and also launched (on 4 

March) year-round 2-weekly flights (Mondays and 
Thursdays) between Gothenburg and Lyon using RJ 100s. 
This had been operated by flybmi (until the airline’s 
collapse in February 2019), primarily as a corporate 
shuttle between Lyon-based Renault Trucks and its 
parent company, Gothenburg-based the Volvo Group. 
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Bordeaux-Mérignac Airport in the west of France is the 
country’s seventh busiest airport and fifth busiest 
outside of Paris after Nice, Lyon, Toulouse and Marseille. 
In 2019 it handled just under eight million passengers, 
with traffic growing by an impressive 13%.  

During the last decade, traffic has increased by 130%. 
This growth has come mainly from international demand 
which has risen by 360% since 2009 from one million 
passengers to 4.6 million. Domestic traffic during the 
same period has grown by just 35%. 

billi the hero for Bordeaux 

The airport was proactive in trying to attract low-cost 
carriers by proving a dedicated low-cost terminal, called 
billi, which began operating in May 2010. It was 
expanded in 2015. According to government statistics 
some 760,000 passengers travelling on low-cost airlines 
used Bordeaux in 2010. By 2019, that number had risen 
to 4.8 million. With so many passengers on low-cost 
flights, some Ryanair services now use Terminal A. 

Since 2010 the airport has reported growth every year of 
between 7% and 13% apart from in 2013 when growth 
was a more modest 4.4%. In 2010, Air France was still 
the dominant carrier at the airport with around 64% of 
scheduled seat capacity, well ahead of easyJet (10%) and 
Ryanair (4%).  

Air France was operating year-round domestic routes to 
both main Paris airports, Lille, Lyon, Marseille, Nantes, 
Nice and Strasbourg, as well as international routes to 
Barcelona, Lisbon and Rome FCO. easyJet was already 
operating internationally to Bristol, Liverpool, London 
LGW, London LTN and Milan MXP, and competing with 
Air France on the Lyon route. Ryanair’s network 
comprised routes to Bologna, Brussels CRL, Cork, 
Edinburgh and Porto. 

easyJet becomes #1 in 2019 

easyJet’s network expansion has been steady and in 
2018 it made Bordeaux a base. This helped it to finally 
overtake Air France as the airport’s leading carrier for 
seat capacity in 2019, operating 36 routes in S19 and 
accounting for 31% of scheduled seat capacity. 

Air France still operates year-round domestic flights to 
six destinations, as well as Rome FCO. Service to 
Düsseldorf which launched in W17/18 ended in August 
2019. Air France (including HOP!) now accounts for 26% 
of seats in Bordeaux. 

Ryanair made Bordeaux a base in 2019, growing its route 
network from nine destinations in S18 to 30 in August 
2019. A further seven new routes were added in October 
2019 to offset a number of summer-only services. This 
enabled Ryanair to overtake Volotea as the airport’s 
third busiest carrier.  

Five new carriers in 2019 

The airport welcomed several new carriers in 2019; Air 
Canada (from Montreal on 3 July), Finnair (from Helsinki 
on 11 May), Lauda (from Vienna on 29 October), 
Nouvelair Tunesie (from Djerba on 2 July) and Ural 
Airlines (from Moscow DME on 3 June). 

The Air Canada service joins Air Transat’s summer-only 
service to Montreal as the airport’s only long-haul 

destination. According to analysis undertaken by the 
airport around 50,000 passengers per annum fly via hubs 
from Bordeaux to New York, making it the leading 
unserved market. Outside of Paris, the only non-stop 
routes between France and the US are currently Nice to 
New York JFK (with Delta Air Lines) and Nice to Newark 
(with La Compagnie). 

easyJet and Ryanair growth continues in 2020 

New routes already announced for 2020 are Agadir 
(Ryanair 2-weekly from 4 April), Ajaccio (easyJet 2-
weekly from 22 June), Figari (easyJet 2-weekly from 23 
June), Fuerteventura (easyJet 2-weekly from 31 March), 
Olbia (easyJet 3-weekly from 22 June) and Thessaloniki 
(Ryanair 2-weekly from 1 April).  

Bordeaux records 13% growth in 2019; easyJet now bigger than Air 
France as Ryanair opens base; New York is most wanted new route 
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launched scheduled flights 
in 2019. It managed to 

operate 93 routes during the year, ranking it just behind 
easyJet for biggest gain in routes. 

AZUR Air is a Russian leisure carrier and Loganair has 
been growing quickly in the UK following the collapse of 
sister airline flybmi last year. Air Serbia achieved its 
position thanks to having opened a new base with 12 
routes at Nis in Serbia, 10 new routes from Belgrade, as 
well as launching scheduled flights from Morava Airport 
near Kraljevo to Vienna at the end of 2019. 

Ryanair at Southend is biggest new ‘base’ in 2019 

Digging a little deeper into the data reveals the biggest 
new ‘bases’ for airlines in 2019, airports at which airlines 
developed a presence in 2019 after not operating there 
in 2018. Leading the way is Ryanair at London SEN with 
2,231 flights in 2019, followed by Ryanair at Murcia 
RMU. This airport opened in early 2019 as a replacement 
for Murcia MJV. 

Next up is LOT Polish Airlines at London LCY, where it 
began flights from Budapest, Vilnius and Warsaw in 2019 
(1,536 flights), followed by Wizz Air’s new base in 
Krakow (1,415). Then comes SkyUp Airlines at Kiev KBP 
(1,362), LEVEL at Amsterdam (1,352) and Loganair at 
London SEN (1,115). 

TUI Airways still #1 for long-haul routes 

Further analysis was undertaken looking purely at long-
haul flights from European airports. These are defined as 
sectors over 4,000 kilometres to an airport outside of 
Europe. For the second year running, TUI Airways tops 
these rankings despite a small reduction in such routes. 

Three of Europe’s major national carriers (Lufthansa, Air 
France and British Airways) occupy the next three places, 
with Air France having overtaken the UK flag-carrier 
since 2018. Non-European carriers (shown in red) in the 
top 15 are the major global US carriers and two airlines 
from Canada. Emirates is just outside the top 15 with 40 
European routes while the leading Asian carrier is Air 
China with 32 routes. Expect to see Chinese carriers 
make the top 15 within the next five years. 

Now that Turkish Airlines has the airport to enable 
growth it seems likely that it will be challenging for fifth 
place in a couple of years, especially it has already 
announced three new long-haul routes for 2020 (see 
page 3). 

The new long-haul flights in 2019 with the most flights 
were Moscow DME to Blagoveshchensk (356 flights split 
between S7 Airlines and Ural Airlines), Vienna to Tokyo 
HND (318), Munich to Osaka KIX (273), London LGW to 
Miami (270) and Vienna to Montreal (226). In terms of 
seats rather than flights, the Gatwick to Miami route 
comes top. 

The European airports with the most long-haul routes in 
2019 were Paris CDG (130 non-stop routes), Frankfurt 
(119) and London LHR (110, an increase of eight 
compared with 2018). Other fast-growing European 
airports for long-haul flights were Moscow SVO (net gain 
of 11 long-haul routes) and Istanbul IST (net gain of 
eight). 

Paris is still #1 for plane-spotters 

For plane-spotters, Paris CDG is still the best airport if 
you want to see the widest variety of airlines. It was the 
only European airport in 2019 welcoming over 100 
different carriers operating at least four scheduled flights 
during the year. Of the top 15 airports for this metric, six 
airports showed a net gain in carriers (shown in green) 
while eight registered a net decline in carriers (shown in 
red). Only Milan MXP’s airline count remained 
unchanged compared with 2018. 

The additional capacity at Istanbul’s new airport enabled 
the facility to record a net gain of eight airlines in 2019, 
which included Air Albania, Ethiopian Airlines, Indigo and 
Sichuan Airlines. Istanbul’s other airport, Sabiha Gökçen 
saw a net gain of seven carriers, which included Jazeera 
Airways and Royal Air Maroc. 

Nice, in the south of France, also saw a net gain of seven 
airlines. New carriers at the airport in 2019 included Air 
China, Air Moldova, Air Serbia, Great Dane Airlines, La 
Compagnie, Kuwait Airways, Lauda, S7 Airlines and 
SkyUp Airlines. However, it lost Arkia Israeli Airlines, 
IGavion and Primera Air. 

The airport with the biggest drop in the number of 
airlines, based on this methodology, is Zurich, with a net 
reduction of 12 airlines, from 71 to 59. However, this is 

not helped by the fact that VLM provided schedule data 
using three different codes; VG, VLM and VO. However, 
Zurich also lost Air Cairo, AtlasGlobal, Cobalt, Germania, 
Lauda, SundAir and Transavia (HV) according to Cirium 
Data and Analytics figures.  

Another airport to show a significant drop in airline 

numbers was Munich. It too suffered from the VLM 
issue, but also lost Air Cairo, Air Italy, Cyprus Airways, 
Ellinair, SkyWork Airlines and SundAir.  

Given that more airlines seem to be closing down than 
starting up, it seems likely that airports will continue to 
find it challenging to grow their airline clientele. 
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