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C-19 wipes out 95% of April air traffic;
DHL and Leipzig now lead ATM stats
The coronavirus pandemic has managed in the space of a
month to reduce European air passenger travel from roughly its
normal level (at the beginning of March) to being virtually nonexistent (at the end of March). Aircraft movement figures from
Eurocontrol show the rapid decrease in operations during the
month. By the end of the month, flights were down around
90%, but many of those still operating were either pure cargo
flights (from the likes of DHL and FedEx), or all-cargo flights
being operated by scheduled airlines.
Leipzig/Halle is now Europe’s busiest airport
In terms of aircraft movements, according to figures from
Eurocontrol for Thursday 9 April, the busiest airports in Europe
for movements were Frankfurt, London LHR, Leipzig, Paris CDG
and Cologne Bonn. Three Norwegian airports made the top 15
(shown in red on page 2), along with three German airports
(shown in grey). Cologne Bonn, East Midlands and Leipzig owe
their position to their based cargo operators.

According to the airline’s website, Avinor has temporarily
closed nine Norwegian airports to commercial traffic and
Widerøe has identified alternatives for all of them, with bus
transport provided to get the passengers to their required
destination.
Ryanair still connecting Ireland and the UK
Ryanair’s current operating network comprises 13 routes from
Ireland, eight of which are to the UK (from Dublin to
Birmingham, Bristol, Edinburgh, Glasgow, London LGW, London
STN and Manchester as well as Cork to London STN). The other
five are from Dublin to Amsterdam, Berlin, Brussels, Cologne
Bonn and Lisbon.

By the following Tuesday (14 April) Leipzig had become the
leading airport with 185 movements according to Eurocontrol,
ahead of Heathrow with 179.

In addition to the eight UK routes to Ireland, Ryanair is also still
flying from London STN to Berlin SXF, Budapest, Eindhoven and
Lisbon. These routes are currently set to operate until at least
23 April. The highest frequency routes are from Dublin to
London LGW and London STN which are both operating on a
daily basis at present. That makes a total of 17 scheduled
routes in total. In addition, Ryanair is also operating a number
of pure cargo services.

DHL now leading operator in Europe

SAS operating within Scandinavia

On 14 April, DHL was the leading carrier in Europe according to
Eurocontrol with 236 movements, ahead of Widerøe in Norway
(209), Ryanair (98) and SAS (97). Widerøe’s movement figure
was 38% down on the equivalent date last year, while the only
other airline not to cut flights in Europe by at least 90% was SAS
(down 86%).

While not as busy as Widerøe, SAS has maintained a reasonable
level of service within Scandinavia. Out of the 94 flights it was
scheduled to operate on 14 April, 74 were on Norwegian
domestic routes. All other flights involved airports in Denmark,
Norway and Sweden.

Who could have imagined just seven
weeks ago how quickly passenger air
travel to, from and within Europe
would be virtually wiped out? By the
end of March well over 90% of
passenger flights had been scrapped,
with airlines and airports specialising in
cargo operations now being the busiest
for flights.
The end of March was also the
scheduled start of the Summer 2020
(S20) season, when airlines start
ramping up flights to make money
from the growing demand for leisure
travel across Europe.
The ANKER Report had identified over
350 new services that were going to be
launched during the last five weeks.
We have decided to provide a roundup of these routes, to at least remind
ourselves of what airlines had been
planning for this summer.
Stay safe.

Ralph Anker
ralph@anker-report.com Widerøe is busiest passenger airline

Widerøe operates almost exclusively domestic routes in
Norway. As of 17 April the country has fewer than 7,000
confirmed cases of C-19 and just 161 deaths. With its fleet of
turboprops operating in 2-by-2 seating configuration, the airline
can operate at 50% load factor with passengers only seated in
window seats. The airline’s website explains that, “We strive to
keep a good distance between passengers. We have fewer
passengers on board our aircraft than usual. Our cabin crew try
to reduce contamination when seating passengers, however,
we must also take into account aviation safety considerations
to ensure the correct weight distribution on the aircraft.”
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Transatlantic flights
After President Trump’s unilateral decision in mid-March to
stop all European citizens from entering the US, Eurocontrol
data shows that by the end of March the number of
movements between the EU and the US was down 85%. This
level has been reasonably stable through April.
Many of the flights still operating are either cargo flights from
carriers such as DHL and FedEx, or passenger airlines operating
cargo only flights. However, with US residents in Europe
allowed to travel back to the US and European residents being
allowed to return from the US, several airlines are still
operating between the US and Europe. Examination of schedule
data and flight operation data reveals that last week there were
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around 20 flights per day operated by scheduled airlines
from Europe to the US. These included:
•

Aer Lingus operating daily from Dublin to Chicago
and 5-weekly to Boston;

•

Air France operating 3-weekly from Paris CDG to
New York JFK and Los Angeles;

•

Alitalia operating daily from Rome FCO to New York
JFK;

•

American Airlines operating daily from London LHR
to Dallas/Fort Worth and Miami;

•

British Airways operating daily from London LHR to
Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, New York JFK and
Washington;

•

Delta Air Lines operating from Amsterdam to
Atlanta (daily) and Detroit (3-weekly);

•

KLM operating from Amsterdam to New York JFK
(daily), Atlanta and Los Angeles (both 3-weekly) and
Chicago (2-weekly);

•

Lufthansa operating 3-weekly to Chicago and New
York EWR;

•

SWISS operating 3-weekly from Zurich to Newark;

•

United Airlines operating daily from Frankfurt and
London LHR to Newark;

•

Virgin Atlantic operating from London LHR to New
York JFK and Los Angeles.

Qatar Airways maintaining many European links
One long-haul carrier that is pointedly still operating
flights to European airports is Qatar Airways. Although
Cirium Data and Analytics data suggests that the airline
was planning to operate between 18 and 27 daily flights
across a total of 27 destinations in Europe for the week
commencing 13 April, analysis by The ANKER Report of
flights operated according to Flightradar24.com
(FR24.com) shows that Qatar Airways operated 18 flights
from Doha to 15 European destinations on Friday 17
April and 14 flights to 11 European destinations on
Saturday 18 April. On both days there were multiple
daily flights to both London LHR and Paris CDG.
Its Middle East rivals Emirates and Etihad Airways had all
their passenger flights grounded for a two week period
from 25 March. Emirates resumed five European routes
(to Brussels, Frankfurt, London LHR, Paris CDG and
Zurich) from 7 April with 3- to 4-weekly flights. However,
passengers can only currently be carried on the
outbound sectors from Dubai. Etihad’s only European
service is currently to Amsterdam, which FR24.com
confirms operated three times during the last week.
KLM has most routes to Asia
Another cross-check of schedule data and flight data
reveals how many carriers are still flying between
Europe and Asia. The passenger airline with the most
extensive Asian network from Europe right now appears
to be KLM which last week flew to eight destinations in
Asia from its Amsterdam hub. How many of these flights
carried passengers is not known. The following airlines
operated flights between Europe and Asia during the last
week:
•

Air China operating from Frankfurt and London LHR
to Shanghai;

•

Air France operating 3-weekly from Paris CDG to
Seoul and Tokyo NRT;

•

All Nippon Airways operating from Frankfurt and
London LHR to Tokyo HND;

•

Asiana operating from Frankfurt to Seoul;

•

Cathay Pacific operating 2-weekly from London LHR
to Hong Kong;

•

China Airlines operating from Amsterdam and
Frankfurt to Taipei;

•

China Eastern Airlines operating from Amsterdam,
Frankfurt, London LHR and Paris CDG to Shanghai;

•

China Southern Airlines operating from
Amsterdam, London LHR and Paris CDG to
Guangzhou;

•

EVA Air operating from London LHR and Paris CDG
to Taipei;

•

Garuda operating 2-weekly from Amsterdam to
Jakarta;

•

Japan Airlines operating daily from London LHR to
Tokyo HND;
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•

Juneyao Airlines operating weekly from Helsinki to
Shanghai;

•

KLM operating from Amsterdam to Bangkok,
Beijing, Delhi, Osaka, Seoul, Singapore, Taipei and
Tokyo NRT;

•

Korean Air operating from London LHR and Paris
CDG to Seoul ICN;

•

Lufthansa operating from Frankfurt to Bangkok and
Tokyo HND;

•

Malaysia Airlines operating from London LHR to
Kuala Lumpur;

•

Singapore Airlines operating from Frankfurt,
London LHR and Zurich to Singapore;

•

Virgin Atlantic operating from London LHR to Hong
Kong;

•

Xiamen Airlines operating from Amsterdam to
Xiamen.

Wizz Air fleet spread their wings

routes from 18 May. Along with many other airlines,
easyJet has been criticised for making it difficult for
passengers to reclaim their money easily after the airline
suspended service, with airlines preferring to offer credit
vouchers against future travel.
Meanwhile Turkish Airlines confirmed last week that its
international flight cancellations have been extended
through to 20 May. Domestic flights have been
suspended at least until 1 May.
Repercussions for the industry
Europe’s airlines are struggling to figure out when
services might be allowed to resume and what social
distancing rules might still be in place, and whether they
will be consistent across different parts of Europe.
Variations across Europe are already evident.
The state of the economy, levels of employment and the
willingness to travel by air if there are still health
concerns (which seems likely until a vaccine is widely
available) are all unknown, but will influence the level of
future demand.

While some carriers have grounded all scheduled flights,
some are maintaining a handful of routes in addition to
those long-haul routes already mentioned. This includes
Wizz Air, which according to Cirium Data and Analytics
schedule information for last week was planning on
operating multiple-daily flights between London LTN and
Bucharest (21-weekly), Sofia (16-weekly), Budapest (14weekly) and Cluj-Napoca (14-weekly). In reality,
according to FR24.com, only a single daily service from
Budapest has actually been operating, although looking
at the airline’s on-line booking tool, the multiple-daily
UK flights are listed with seats for sale for this week.

Some airlines, like Lufthansa, have been proactive and
already indicated likely changes to their fleet. Lufthansa
also announced the closure of its germanwings
operation, which contributes flights to the airline’s lowcost subsidiary Eurowings.

The UK relies heavily on Eastern European labour to help
with fruit picking and these flights would appear to be
useful in supporting that requirement. In their absence,
it was reported last week in the UK press, that a farm
boss had hired a Titan Airways A320 to fly in 150
Romanians to help train up UK pickers.

Airlines that are not flag-carriers face an even more
challenging time. In the UK, British Airways has made a
point of not asking for any government bailout. The
carrier has been very profitable in recent years. Its local
rival on long-haul routes, Virgin Atlantic, has had a more
difficult time in recent years. However, being 49% owned
by Delta Air Lines (the world’s most profitable airline in
2019 reporting a $4 billion profit) means that the UK
popular media believes that government support should
be directed towards companies with less profitable
shareholders.

While mostly grounded, Wizz Air’s fleet has been
popping up in some unusual places with press reports of
the airline’s aircraft being seen in Canada, China and
even the US.
easyJet and Turkish Airlines completely grounded
Among Europe’s leading airlines, some have currently
grounded all their passenger aircraft and are not offering
any flights for passengers. Notably, this includes two of
Europe’s biggest airlines, easyJet and Turkish Airlines, as
well as flag-carriers such as Austrian Airlines and
Brussels Airlines, and leisure airlines including Jet2.com
and Transavia.
Having handed out £170m in dividend payments to
shareholders at the end of March (including £60m to the
airline’s founder Stelios Haji-Ioannou), easyJet has been
in public dispute with Stelios about its future plans,
notably an order for Airbus aircraft, which Stelios says
the airline will no longer need. The airline has currently
made no attempt to predict when services might
resume, though on its website it is showing fares for
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Also in Germany, Condor’s hopes of being acquired by
LOT Polish Airlines’ parent company have fallen through.
With many national carriers seeking financial aid, the
issue of re-nationalisation has been much discussed. In
Italy it has already happened and there is speculation
that Czech Airlines or TAP Portugal could be next.

France (with Aigle Azur and XL Airways France), Germany
(with airberlin and Germania), Italy (with Air Italy and
Ernest Airlines) and the UK (with Monarch, Thomas Cook
Airlines, Flybe and flybmi) have all seen a significant
number of major airline casualties in recent years, even
before the arrival of C-19.
This pandemic has highlighted the financially fragile
nature of many businesses, including the airline
business, and it is to be hoped that in the future those
airlines and airline groups that do survive are more
financially robust and environmentally sustainable.
It should be remembered that air travel is a luxury, an
indulgence and not a necessity. It has no divine right to
exist and society functioned perfectly well without it
over 100 years ago. But it also offers many opportunities
and benefits that should no longer be taken for granted.
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European airline operations in April according to Eurocontrol
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Alitalia rescued (yet again) by Italian government; most international
routes from Rome face intense competition; dominant at Milan LIN
Alitalia, it seems, has been almost permanently on the
brink of collapse, as a result of its dire financial
performance over the years. The airline has been
through various restructurings during the last two
decades, but none have apparently found the solution to
the airline’s problems.
The coronavirus was always going to pose an existential
threat to the airline. However, on 17 March the Italian
government stepped in and announced a €600 million
investment in a holding company that would run Alitalia,
in effect renationalising the airline. During the current
lockdown the airline has continued to operate 16
domestic routes from Rome FCO, as well as eight
international routes across Europe and one long-haul
route (to New York JFK).
Having seen two other Italian-based airlines (Air Italy
and Ernest Airlines) cease operations already this year.
the government was never likely to just let the airline
fail.
Airline likely to downsize
According to the Italian media the ‘new’ Alitalia could
have a fleet of just 25-30 aircraft (instead of the pre C-19
fleet of over 90 aircraft) and would employ around 3,000
people rather than 12,000. However, details of how the
network would change have not been revealed.
According to analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics
schedules for summer 2019, Alitalia accounted for over
50% of seat capacity at just two Italian airports; Milan
LIN and Reggio di Calabria. At Linate, the airport which is
less than 10 kilometres from the centre of Milan, Alitalia
accounted for almost two-thirds of all seat capacity last
summer. Operations at the airport are strictly controlled
and only 14 airlines operated from Linate last summer.
Apart from Alitalia, only easyJet (four) and British
Airways (two) operated more than one route from the
airport. With such a dominant position, Alitalia’s
operations there should be a major cash cow for the
airline.
Significant competition on European routes from Rome
At its home hub of Rome FCO, Alitalia accounted for just
under 40% of seats last summer. Its nearest rivals at the
airport are Vueling (8%), Ryanair (6%) and easyJet (4%).
As one of Europe’s most attractive cities to visit, Rome
FCO welcomes scheduled operations from almost 100
airlines. As a result, Alitalia faces competition on virtually
all of its international short-haul routes, sometimes from
multiple carriers. Last summer the exception was
Larnaca in Cyprus, which Cyprus Airways plans to launch
at some point this summer.
On Alitalia’s 16 long-haul routes (highlighted in grey in
the table), the carrier faced direct competition on 10 of
them. If any of these routes were to be axed, carriers
from the other country could arguably take over these
routes relatively easily.
Not so much competition on domestic routes
Last summer Alitalia was operating 23 domestic routes
from Rome FCO (highlighted in green in the table), with
21 served at least daily. Milan LIN, Catania and Cagliari
were all being served with at least 10 daily flights. On 13
of the routes Alitalia faced no direct competition. Air
Italy, Blue Panorama, Ryanair and Vueling provided
some competition on the other eight routes.
It is worth noting that although easyJet no longer
operates any domestic routes from Fiumicino, it has
previously served Bari, Lamezia Terme, Milan LIN, Milan
MXP, Palermo and Venice from Rome. Its only new route
planned for S20 from Rome FCO is Manchester, which is
not a destination served by Alitalia in S19.
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Latest European route news
Routes that should have launched
The following is a round-up of all the new routes
identified by The ANKER Report, that airlines had been
planning to launch between 14 March and 17 April
2020. In a few cases these routes did actually launch.
Aegean Airlines, which recently unveiled a new
corporate design for its aircraft, had plans to significantly
expand its route network from Thessaloniki at the start
of S20. The Star Alliance member was going to add 2weekly service to Barcelona, Berlin TXL, Brussels BRU,
Milan MXP and Zurich, and 3-weekly service to Rome
FCO. Competition would have been limited to fellow Star
Alliance member SWISS operating daily on the Zurich
route and Transavia and TUI fly Belgium both offering a
3-weekly service on the Brussels route. Aegean Airlines
had previously served three of these new routes; Berlin
in S14, Brussels in S15 and Milan MXP in S13.
Aer Lingus had planned to launch its first new route in
four years from Shannon. On 29 March the carrier was
due to add 4-weekly A320 service to Paris CDG, a route it
previously operated 3-weekly between December 2010
and October 2011. Air France had previously connected
Shannon with Paris CDG between February 2008 and
October 2009, while Ryanair connected Shannon with
Paris BVA between February 2002 and October 2010 and
again between April 2014 and November 2016.
Aeroflot was going to transfer its daily Moscow SVO to
Tokyo service from Narita to Haneda. From St.
Petersburg the Russian flag-carrier was planning to start
operating to Antalya with Rossiya providing the aircraft.
The initial frequency of 3-weekly was going to increase
to daily and then 2-daily during the peak summer
season.
Air Albania (IATA code ZB, formerly used by Monarch
Airlines) had planned to add three new Italian routes
from Tirana at the start of the S20 season. The airline,
which is supported by Turkish Airlines, was going to add
daily flights to Milan BGY, Pisa and Verona using A319s.
All three routes are already served by Blue Panorama
Airlines (also with daily service), Wizz Air competes on
the Milan and Pisa routes, while Albawings is a third
competitor on the Pisa route.
Air France had been planning to launch new
international services from both Paris CDG and Orly.
From its biggest base at CDG it was going to add daily
service to Krakow as well as weekly services to Alicante,
Faro, Malaga and Valencia. From Orly, the carrier had
scheduled new 2-daily services to Algiers, Madrid and
Munich. New routes to Algeria had been planned from
two French regional airports; Algiers from Marseille and
Toulouse, and Oran from Toulouse.
Air Malta was going to make Stuttgart its latest
destination from Malta with the start of 2-weekly service
on 1 April.
Air Moldova was another airline looking to start a new
route to Germany at the start of the S20 season. The
carrier was expecting to service Berlin SXF from Chisinau
with between two and three weekly flights.
airBaltic was looking at launching no fewer than 10 new
routes at the start of S20; four from Riga (to Bergen,
Ekaterinburg, Manchester and Trondheim), three from
Tallinn (to Hamburg, Rome FCO and Zurich) and three
from Vilnius (to Gothenburg, Hamburg and Zurich). All
routes would have been served between 2- and 4weekly using the airline’s A220-300s.
Albawings had been planning to add 3-weekly service
from Tirana to two destinations in Germany, Frankfurt
and Hamburg.
Alitalia’s plans for the start of S20 had included two new
routes; a daily service from Milan LIN to Hamburg and a
long-haul daily service from Rome FCO to Tokyo HND,
which replaces the airline’s previously flown daily service
to Narita.
American Airlines had been all set to resume service
between Boston and London LHR, a route it last
operated in March 2013. British Airways, Delta Air Lines
and Virgin Atlantic were already connecting the two
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airports, while Norwegian had been offering flights to
Boston from its Gatwick base. JetBlue had also
announced plans last April to enter the market in 2021.
Austrian Airlines was another airline looking to start a
new service involving Boston. It had planned to launch a
6-weekly service from Vienna to the US city using its
767s, as well as starting a daily service to Zadar in
Croatia.
Belavia had been expected to start a daily service from
Minsk to Vienna using its E175s. The airline last served
the Austrian capital 18 years ago.
Binter Canarias had hoped to launch weekly service
connecting both Gran Canaria and Tenerife TFN with
Santander and Vitoria in mainland Spain using E195 E2s.
Blue Air had planned a 2-weekly Italian domestic link
between Turin and Comiso in Sicily using its 737-800s.
Braathens Regional Airlines (BRA) in Sweden had
planned to launch new routes from Stockholm BMA to
Oslo TRF, Riga and Tallinn using ATR 72s. The regional
carrier was also planning to add flights to Berlin TXL
from both Gothenburg (6-weekly) and Malmö (2weekly).
British Airways was going to add Antalya and Corfu to
its London LGW network. Last served in October 2010,
the popular Turkish beach destination was going to
welcome daily flights this summer. Service to the Greek
island of Corfu was going to be up to 3-weekly.
Brussels Airlines had planned to swop its Canadian
service from Toronto to Montreal at the start of the
summer season. Air Canada was going to take over the
Toronto to Brussels service from 1 May.
China Eastern Airlines had hoped to launch daily service
from Beijing PKX to Paris CDG on 29 March using its
A350-900s.
China Southern Airlines had planned to move its 3weekly service connecting Beijing PEK and Istanbul IST
to Beijing PKX from 31 March.
Condor was going to make Paphos in Cyprus a new
leisure destination with the introduction on 6 April of 2weekly services (Mondays and Fridays) from Düsseldorf,
Frankfurt, Leipzig and Munich. None of these routes
would have faced competition. The only links to Paphos
from Germany last summer were provided by easyJet (3weekly) and Ryanair (2-weekly) who both operated from
Berlin TXL.
Cyprus Airways had planned to start a 3-weekly service
from Larnaca to Cairo on 2 April using its A319s. The 565
-kilometre sector is normally served by EGYPTAIR with
daily flights.
Eastern Airways responded to the collapse of Flybe by
continuing to operate the routes it had flown for the
carrier as a franchise partner, including Southampton to
Manchester and Southampton to Newcastle. The
regional carrier had also planned to introduce
Southampton to Belfast BHD service and Birmingham to
Aberdeen flights. The latter would be competing with
Loganair. However, all Eastern Airways flights were
halted from 25 March through to 4 May with one
exception. The airline is currently still operating a daily
(Monday to Friday) service between Humberside and
Aberdeen to support the movement of offshore oil
personnel.
easyJet had been planning to launch at least 20 new
routes at the very start of the summer season spread
across 12 of its bases. The new routes (and their planned
weekly frequency) were; Amsterdam-Copenhagen (7),
Basel-Valencia (3), Belfast BFS-Dalaman (2), Berlin SXFTallinn (3), Berlin SXF-Valencia (2), Berlin TXL-Aarhus
(2), Berlin TXL-Amsterdam (5), Berlin TXL-Chania (2),
Bordeaux-Fuerteventura (2), Bristol-Paris ORY (7),
Edinburgh-Birmingham (13), Edinburgh-Catania (2),
Edinburgh-Gibraltar (2), Glasgow-Barcelona (3),
Glasgow-Birmingham (13), Glasgow-Dalaman (2),
Liverpool-Antalya (1), London LTN-Ljubljana (4), London
LTN-Verona (2), Toulouse-Essaouira (2) and ToulouseRennes (4). Of particular note are the two UK domestic
routes between Scotland and Birmingham, both served
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(almost) 2-daily and both of which had been operated by
Flybe. This would have also seen the return of easyJet
services to Aarhus in Denmark, previously served in
W18/19 from both Berlin TXL and London LGW.
Eurowings had been preparing to launch seven new
routes, including two new long-haul services. The
planned new routes were Düsseldorf-Verona (3-weekly),
Hamburg-Gothenburg (6), Munich-Las Vegas (2),
Munich-Orlando (3), Stuttgart-Florence (4), StuttgartKos (2) and Stuttgart-Malta (2).
Finnair had expected to make Busan its second
destination in South Korea with the introduction of 3weekly service from Helsinki on 30 March using its A350900s. This would have become the first scheduled nonstop service between Europe and Busan. Finnair already
served Seoul with daily flights.
Before its collapse at the beginning of March Flybe had
been planning to launch the following new routes at the
end of March; London LCY-Luxembourg (17-weekly),
London SEN-Isle of Man (6), London SEN-Newcastle
(12), Manchester-Stuttgart (7), Newquay-Amsterdam
(6) and Newquay-London LGW (28).
FlyOne had planned to start 2-weekly service from
Chisinau to Frankfurt HHN on 6 April, increasing to 3weekly during the peak summer period.
Newcomer HiSky (IATA code 4H) had planned to begin
scheduled operations from Chisinau on 10 April. A total
of six routes were planned to start with between one
and three weekly frequencies between 10 and 16 April
to Bologna, Dublin, Düsseldorf, Lisbon, London STN and
Paris BVA. The airline currently plans to start these
routes at the end of May.
Iberia, using its partner Air Nostrum, had been planning
to start 2-weekly service from A Coruna to both Alicante
and Valencia on 29 March using CRJ 900s.
Japan Airlines (JAL) had planned to begin daily service
from Tokyo HND to Helsinki and Moscow SVO on 29
March using its 787 fleet. The former route replaces its
Narita-Helsinki service while the latter replaces its
Narita-Moscow DME service. JAL was already operating
daily flights from Haneda to London LHR and Paris CDG.
Jet2.com had scheduled new routes from Birmingham
to Barcelona and Lisbon, both served 2-weekly and both
launching on 3 April. Ryanair and Vueling would be
competitors on the Barcelona route. Jet2.com had also
planned to start 2-weekly service from Manchester to
Lisbon, a route already served by easyJet, Ryanair and
TAP Portugal.
KLM had planned to begin a daily service from
Amsterdam to Cork starting 29 March using E190s. The
910-kilometre route was already being served 10-weekly
by Aer Lingus.
The activities of the Ryanair Group in Vienna are
becoming increasingly complicated according to
schedule data, involving not only Lauda (IATA code OE)
and Ryanair (IATA code FR) but also Malta Air (IATA
code AL) and Buzz (IATA code RR, previously known as
Ryanair Sun). All Malta Air registered aircraft appear to
still be operating in Ryanair colours, while the first Buzz
liveried aircraft (a 737 MAX) is still awaiting delivery from
the US. Malta Air does not have its own website. In total
Lauda and partners were planning to launch 29 new
routes from Vienna between the end of March and midApril. These were Alghero, Antalya, Banja Luka, Beirut,
Bodrum, Bourgas, Bristol, Cagliari, Catania, Dalaman,
Dortmund, Dubrovnik, Helsinki, Kherson, Lamezia
Terme, Lappeenranta, Malta, Milan MXP, Palermo,
Perugia, Preveza, Rimini, Santander, Shannon, Tallinn,
Varna, Warsaw WMI, Zadar and Zaragoza. Lauda had
also been planning to add four new routes from its base
at Stuttgart. The new routes were to Palermo, Porto,
Seville and Valencia. Finally, the airline had also planned
two new routes from its Palma de Mallorca base to
Klagenfurt in Austria and Knock in Ireland. Both routes
were going to be served 2-weekly.
Loganair, which had stepped in to take over more than a
dozen of Flybe’s lost routes, managed to launch a few of
them for a few days before grounding the majority of its
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flights at the end of March. The new routes the airline
was planning to launch are (with planned weekly
frequency in August 2020 in brackets); ABZ-BHD (7), ABZ
-BHX (17), ABZ-MAN (23), DND-BHD (6), DND-LCY (11,
replaces Dundee to Stansted), EDI-CWL (7), EDI-EXT (7),
EDI-HAJ (5), EDI-MAN (15), GLA-EXT (7), GLA-SOU (25),
INV-BHD (6), INV-BHX (7), NCL-NQY (7), NCL-SOU (18).
Only the Dundee to London, Dundee to Belfast and
Edinburgh to Hannover routes were not operated by
Flybe last summer.
LOT Polish Airlines has had to delay its expansion from
Budapest. The Star Alliance carrier had been planning to
begin 12-weekly service from the Hungarian capital to
Brussels BRU (competing with Brussels Airlines and Wizz
Air), Bucharest (competing with TAROM), Prague
(competing with Czech Airlines and Ryanair) and
Stuttgart (competing with Eurowings and Lauda) as well
as daily service to Sofia (competing with Wizz Air). A
new link had also been planned between Warsaw WAW
and Ostrava in the Czech Republic.
Lufthansa had expected to launch two new routes from
Frankfurt and four from Munich. The two new Frankfurt
routes were to Bristol (13-weekly, last operated in April
2009) and Rennes in France (3-weekly). Three of the four
new Munich routes were to Bengaluru in India (5weekly), Jerez in Spain (weekly) and Minsk in Belarus
(weekly). A new route from Munich to Paris ORY did
actually launch on 16 March for a couple of weeks.
Luxair had planned to start four new routes from
Luxembourg, two each to destinations in France
(Montpellier and Nantes) and Italy (Brindisi and
Florence). Apart from Brindisi (weekly with 737s) all
other routes were going to be served 2-weekly with the
airline’s Q400s.
Norwegian had scheduled new routes from all three of
its main Scandinavian bases for the start of S20. From
Copenhagen there were going to be new routes to
Gdansk, Hamburg, Palanga, Poznan, Stavanger and
Szczecin (all operated 2-weekly). From Oslo there were
going to be new routes to Düsseldorf, Kaunas, Poznan,
San Francisco (moved from Oakland) and Wroclaw.
From Stockholm ARN there were going to be new routes
to Gdansk, Palanga and Tivat. In addition, there were
going to be new routes from both Gothenburg and
Trondheim to Gdansk, from Rome FCO to Denver and
from Rome FCO to San Francisco (moved from Oakland).
Nouvelair Tunesie had planned to begin 3-weekly
service from Tunis to both Brussels BRU and Strasbourg
at the start of S20. Tunisair already operates both
routes.
Olympic Air had been planning to connect Athens and
Paphos in Cyprus from 2 April. The 3-weekly service,
operated by Aegean Airlines A320s, would have
competed with Cyprus Airways’ 3-weekly service on the
845-kilometre route.
Pegasus Airlines was looking to start a 4-weekly service
from Ankara to London STN (which would have
competed directly with Turkish Airlines) as well as
connecting its main base at Istanbul SAW to Batumi in
Georgia, also 4-weekly. There would have been no
competition on the 1,030-kilometre route.
Royal Air Maroc was set to launch service between
Casablanca and Tenerife TFS on 2 April. Frequency on
the 1,040-kilometre route was going to be between 1and 3-weekly, with no other carrier connecting the two
airports.
Ryanair had been planning to launch over 50 new routes
at the start of S20. The airports celebrating the most
new routes are Dublin, Manchester and Marseille with
just four each. A total of 73 airports were going to
welcome at least one new Ryanair route. Italy was due
to welcome the most new routes with the country’s
airports getting 16 new services, followed by France (15),
UK (12), Spain (10) and Germany (9). The only new
destination for Ryanair among these new routes is
Gyumri in Armenia. The 56 new routes in full are: AGPFEZ (2-weekly), AGP-NDR (2), AGP-VIT (3), AHO-MRS (2),
ATH-CHQ (5), ATH-TLS (2), BLQ-EFL (2), BOD-AGA (2),
BOD-SKG (2), BRS-BES (2), BUD-LWO (2), CAG-TRS (2),
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CAG-WRO (2), CGN-TBS (2), CRL-NTE (4), DUB-MRS (5),
DUB-PLQ (3), DUB-TGD (2), DUB-VRN (3), EDI-BZG (2),
FMM-LWN (2), HHN-AGA (2), HHN-RJK (1), HHN-TSF (4),
MAN-BVA (4), MAN-CPH (7), MAN-KIR (2), MAN-PSA (3),
MLA-BDS (2), MLA-TPS (2), MRS-CHQ (2), MXP-AHO (4),
NAP-BRE (2), OPO-GNB (2), ORK-ZAD (2), PMI-BOD (2),
PMI-TLS (2), PMO-SVQ (2), POZ-LWO (2), POZ-PFO (1),
POZ-TGD (2), PRG-SKG (2), PSA-TPS (6), RAK-TLS (2), RAKZAZ (2), SEN-EGC (3), SEN-GRO (2), SEN-MRS (2), STN-CLJ
(3), STN-KSC (3), STN-TER (1), SXF-EVN (2), SXF-TLV (7),
TXL-SDR (2), WMI-HRK (2) and WMI-PFO (1). The average
weekly frequency across these planned new routes was
2.6 flights per week.
SAS had planned to transfer its daily Copenhagen to
Tokyo service from Narita to Haneda.
Saudia had expected to start a 4-weekly service from
Jeddah to Amsterdam on 29 March using its 787-9s.
Ukraine’s SkyUp Airlines had scheduled two new routes
from Kharkiv to Paris BVA (replacing Paris CDG) and Tel
Aviv, and three new routes from Kiev KBP to Bari, Lisbon
and Pisa. All routes were due to operate 2-weekly.
SWISS had planned two new long-haul routes from
Zurich. On 29 March the airline had been expecting to
start daily service to Washington using A330-300s. The
Star Alliance carrier had also decided to transfer its daily
Beijing PEK service to Beijing PKX.
Transavia’s new base at Brussels BRU has been delayed.
The carrier had planned to launch eight routes from the
Belgian capital to Agadir, Alicante, Faro, Heraklion,
Ibiza, Tel Aviv, Thessaloniki and Verona. TUI fly Belgium
already operates on six of these routes with Brussels
Airlines competing on five routes. On six of the routes
Transavia was expecting to face direct competition from
at least two other carriers. Only the Verona route was
not served by any other carrier. In addition to these new
Belgian routes Transavia had planned to start two new
routes from Rotterdam to Bilbao (3-weekly) and
Edinburgh (4-weekly).
Transavia France was preparing to launch 27 new routes
at the start of S20 across three French bases. From its
biggest base at Paris ORY there were going to be 11 new
routes to Algiers, Ancona, Bari, Bejaia, Constantine,
Kalamata, Oran, Pula, Riga, Setif and Tlemcen. The six
routes to Algerian airports were all served last summer
by Aigle Azur before the carrier ceased operations last
September. Transavia France was also going to add four
new routes from its existing base at Nantes; to Bari,
Dakar, Dubrovnik and Rhodes. Finally, the airline’s
planned new base at Montpellier will have to wait a little
longer. A total of 12 new routes had been planned to
Athens, Brussels, Faro, Heraklion, Lisbon, Madrid,
Marrakech, Palermo, Palma de Mallorca, Rome FCO,
Seville and Tunis. Only the Marrakech route was already
served, by Air Arabia Maroc.
The airlines of the TUI Group had planned a number of
new services for the start of S20. In the UK, TUI Airways
was planning to start weekly service from Manchester to
Varadero in Cuba, replacing a service offered by Thomas
Cook Airlines last summer. In France, TUI fly Belgium
had scheduled weekly service to two destinations in
Algeria, Bejaia and Tlemcen. In Belgium, the carrier had
decided to offer a 2-weekly service between Ostend and
Murcia RMU. Finally, in Morocco, TUI had chosen to join
Air Arabia Maroc and Royal Air Maroc in connecting
Casablanca and Barcelona, as well as offering new
routes from Marrakech to Amsterdam, Basel/
Mulhouse, Eindhoven and Rotterdam. All four of these
routes are already served by either easyJet, Transavia or
Ryanair.
Turkish Airlines was preparing to expand its network in
Japan with the addition of service from Istanbul IST to
Tokyo HND and Osaka. The latter had last been served in
early 2017. However, frequency on the airline’s existing
Tokyo NRT service was scheduled to reduce from daily
to 4-weekly. Turkish Airlines had also planned some
alterations to its UK network with its 2-weekly Ankara to
London service shifting from Gatwick to Stansted. In
addition, the airline’s daily Istanbul SAW to London
service was also going to move from Gatwick to
Stansted.
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United Airlines has had to delay the launch of services
from Chicago to Zurich which had been planned for 28
March. The daily 767-300 service on the 7,150-kilometre
route would have faced competition from fellow Star
Alliance member SWISS, which normally operates the
route with 12-weekly flights.
Ural Airlines was planning to venture into the Indian
market with the addition of a 4-weekly service between
Moscow DME and Mumbai. Indirect competition on the
5,000-kilometre route would have come from Aeroflot,
which was planning to resume service to the Indian city
from Moscow SVO in early July. Ural Airlines was also
planning to start service from Moscow ZIA to Milan MXP
with 3-weekly service.
Uzbekistan Airways had been hoping to launch its
second route to Germany from Tashkent on 1 April. It
was going to offer 2-weekly service to Munich to
complement its existing 3-weekly service to Frankfurt.
Virgin Atlantic had planned to launch daily non-stop
service from London LHR to Sao Paulo in Brazil on 29
March using its 787-9s. Competition on the 9,450kilometre route would have come from British Airways
and LATAM Airlines, who both operate a daily service.
Virgin Atlantic announced on 4 March that it would
delay the launch of the route until 5 October.
Volotea had scheduled the addition of over 20 new
routes at the start of the summer season. Nearly all
routes were going to be served 2-weekly, using either
717s or A319s. The complete list of new routes planned
is; BIO-LYS, CAG-DOL (weekly), DOL-PMI (weekly), LUXALC, LYS-AGP (competing with Transavia and Vueling),
LYS-BRI, LYS-CFR (competing with Air France), LYS-FAO,
MRS-ATH (competing with Aegean Airlines and Air
France), MRS-CDT, NAP-ALC, NTE-NCE (competing with
Air France and easyJet), NTE-VAR (weekly), SKG-HER
(competing with Ellinair and Olympic Air), SXB-BCN, TLSDBV (competing with easyJet), TLS-HAJ (weekly), TLSMAD (competing with Iberia), TRN-SUF (competing with
Blue Air), VCE-HAJ and VCE-LUX (competing with Luxair).
Vueling had been preparing to celebrate the launch of
just three new routes at the start of S20; from Alicante
to Lanzarote (weekly), from Barcelona to Murcia RMU (3
-weekly) and from Paris CDG to Dubrovnik (2-weekly,
competing with Air France and Croatia Airlines).
Widerøe of Norway (IATA code WF) had been expecting
to adjust its international network. It was going to shift
its Kristiansand to London service from Stansted to
Southend, while also starting a new daily service
between Oslo TRF and Stockholm BMA. Both routes
were going to see the airline’s Q400s operate the
service.
Despite being one of Europe’s fastest-growing airlines
Wizz Air had only been planning to launch 12 new routes
at the beginning of S20. Ten of these involved routes to
three new destinations on the airline’s network; Paris
ORY (from Budapest and Warsaw WAW), Yerevan in
Armenia (from Vienna and Vilnius) and Zaporizhia in
Ukraine (from Budapest, Gdansk, Krakow, Vienna,
Vilnius and Wroclaw). The other two new routes were
between Albania and Italy; from Tirana to Milan BGY
(daily) and Pisa (3-weekly). Both of these routes would
have seen the airline competing against Air Albania and
Blue Panorama Airlines with additional competition
from Albawings on the Pisa route. The Vienna to
Yerevan service did in fact launch but was quickly
stopped again.
Editor’s note: For any of you involved in analysis of
airline schedule data these are challenging times. It
should be remembered that the schedule data available
for analysis from the likes of Cirium and OAG is only as
good as the information sent to them by the airlines.
Given the challenging times airlines are currently facing
it is not always their top priority to send revised schedule
plans to external organisations. The ANKER Report has
identified a number of European carriers whose schedule
data for mid-April was still (allegedly) at pre C-19 levels
or where the remaining operations appear to be
overstated. The use of flight tracking websites such as
Flightradar24.com can be a useful extra resource for
checking whether planned flights actually took place.
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Corendon
Airlines
...
Leipzig/Halle
lost Ryanair
but gained Pegasus and Wizz Air in 2019
Located midway between Leipzig and Halle, Leipzig/Halle
Airport handled over 2.6 million passengers last year. As a
major base for global carrier DHL, it is currently one of
Europe’s busiest airports for flights according to Eurocontrol.
Around 140 kilometres south-west of Berlin and 110
kilometres west of Dresden, Leipzig’s profile has benefited in
recent years from the development of its football team which
this year competed in the Champions League and was, at one
point, leading the Bundesliga.
Last year, the airport’s top eight destinations by seat capacity
comprised five domestic routes (Frankfurt and Munich served
by Lufthansa, and Cologne Bonn, Düsseldorf and Stuttgart
served by Eurowings) and three sunshine routes to Antalya in
Turkey, Hurghada in Egypt and Palma de Mallorca in Spain.
The top three airlines by capacity were Condor (427k
departing seats), Lufthansa (345k) and Eurowings (267k).
Apart from Lufthansa, other national carriers present are
Austrian Airlines (to Vienna) and Turkish Airlines (to Istanbul
IST). SWISS recently dropped its regular service to Zurich.
Ryanair served London STN from November 2011 to March
2019, and also offered flights to Italy in 2012 which explains
the airport’s double-digit growth that year. Pobeda began
service from Moscow VKO in April 2018, Pegasus Airlines
started Antalya service in April 2019, while Wizz Air began
Kiev IEV service in August 2019. Other leisure airlines present
include Corendon Airlines and SunExpress.

Norwich traffic dominated by KLM service to Amsterdam
Norwich, in the East Anglia region of the UK, is possibly best
known for its 12th century cathedral, its Premier League
football team and the fictional broadcaster Alan Partridge,
played by Steve Coogan.
The city’s airport, located around 110 kilometres north-east of
London STN, is now majority owned by Regional & City
Airports, who also run airports in Bournemouth and Exeter.
For the last four years Norwich has handled just over 500,000
passengers per annum.
The airport’s busiest route by far is a regular service to
Amsterdam operated up to 4-daily by KLM. This is the
airport’s only connection to a global hub.
Last summer Flybe was the airport’s second busiest airline
offering regular domestic flights to Aberdeen and Exeter, as
well as international service to Alicante and Malaga. Loganair
also offered flights to Aberdeen plus Edinburgh, Jersey and
Manchester.
TUI Airways was the major provider of leisure flights during
the summer providing non-stop flights to Cyprus (Paphos),
Greece (Corfu, Heraklion and Rhodes), Spain (Ibiza, Menorca,
Palma de Mallorca and Tenerife TFS) and Turkey (Dalaman).
Flybe’s services ceased at the beginning of November 2019,
while Loganair has dropped its Manchester service. At
present, no new services are planned for 2020.

Trieste home to significant Alitalia, Lufthansa and Ryanair operations
Tucked away in the north-east corner of Italy, only a few
kilometres from the border with Slovenia, the coastal town of
Trieste (on the Adriatic Sea) is around 100 kilometres from
Venice, Ljubljana in Slovenia, and Rijeka in Croatia. The airport
serving the region is actually located around 25 kilometres
north-west of Trieste in Ronchi dei Legionari.
The airport’s busiest year to date was 2012 when almost
900,000 passengers were welcomed. This was after almost
20% growth in 2011 thanks to Alitalia and Ryanair.
Alitalia accounted for almost 45% of scheduled seat capacity
in 2019 thanks to its two domestic routes to Rome FCO (4daily) and Milan LIN (2-daily). Lufthansa is second with around
25%. It offers year-round service to Munich (3-daily) and
began 12-weekly Frankfurt service in October 2018. Originally
this was a year-round service, but appears now to be a
summer-only service with frequency reduced to daily.
Ryanair accounts for approximately 22% of annual seat
capacity. Last year it offered flights to Bari (3-weekly), Catania
(3-weekly), London STN (4-weekly and operated since 2001)
and Valencia (2-weekly). It launched a fifth route to Malta at
the end of October (flown 2-weekly) and is planning to start
service to Cagliari this summer.
In addition, Volotea offers almost year-round flights to Naples
(up to 5-weekly) while Eurowings began 2-weekly service
from Cologne Bonn last summer.
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