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Over 450 new European routes added
since mid-May as Wizz Air leads way
Eurocontrol data for late July shows that commercial aircraft
movements across Europe are currently running at about 40%
of the level of the same period in 2019. All of Europe’s airlines
are suffering severe financial hardship and thousands of jobs
are set to be shed in the coming months. Government money
and various other sources of finance have been tapped to
ensure that some airlines can get through the next few months.
After the notable failures of Air Italy, AtlasGlobal and Flybe in
the first quarter of 2020, we have since seen the demise of
Ernest Airlines, LEVEL Europe and SunExpress Deutschland,
while Ryanair’s Austrian subsidiary Lauda has been absorbed
into the parent company.

page 9), SkyUp routes from Ukraine, Transavia routes from
Brussels, Wizz Air routes from Kutaisi and a number of seasonal
transatlantic services. Many of these may yet be seen next
summer.

Against this backdrop you might imagine that airlines would be
focussing on shoring up their existing networks rather than
looking to venture into uncharted territories. And yet, The
ANKER Report can reveal, that in the last two months (between
20 May and 24 July) airlines have launched over 450 new
routes involving European airports. That makes an average of
almost seven new routes per day. Extraordinary.

Ryanair, which is normally at the forefront of new route
development, has not been idle, but lies some way behind in
third place in these rankings. Volotea responded to the
pandemic by launching 40 new domestic routes at relatively
short notice, contributing significantly to its 51 new routes.

Welcome to NERD
To celebrate this amazing achievement, The ANKER Report has
compiled details of all these new routes into a spreadsheet
called NERD (New European Route Database) which can be
downloaded free at our website. For
each new route we provide the launch
date, airline name, airport names,
airport and country codes, initial weekly
frequency, sector length and competitor
information. The spreadsheet will be
updated regularly to provide a
comprehensive summary of all the new
routes started by airlines in Europe in
the post-pandemic world.

Wizz Air is the new route champion in summer 2020
Analysis of the 462 new routes identified reveals that Wizz Air
has launched the most new routes, 107, ahead of LOT Polish
Airlines. While the routes of the Polish flag-carrier are very low
frequency and probably only a short-term measure to utilise
spare capacity this summer, the majority of Wizz Air’s new
routes are likely to be year-round services.

A total of 47 airlines feature among the 462 new routes,
although the top four airlines account for 68% of them. Some
16 airlines have launched just a single new route so far this
summer. Among the top 15 carriers are six (U)LCCs, three
leisure airlines, three regional airlines and just three flag
carriers; LOT, Air France and Luxair.

If we have missed any routes, or there
are inaccuracies in the information, do
please get in touch via e-mail as the aim
is to make NERD as accurate as possible.

European aircraft movements are back
to about 40% of the pre-pandemic
levels but passenger numbers are likely
to be much lower. However, over 450
new routes have been launched across
Europe in the last two months, leading
us to produce our new NERD (New
European Route Database) spreadsheet, available free to all readers from
the website. Please advise of any
errors or omissions. Take care!

Data for the first version has been
compiled from a variety of sources,
including airlineroute.net, Cirium Data
and
Analytics,
flightradar24.com.
LinkedIn, the booking tools and
Facebook pages of the individual airlines
and personal contacts at the airlines and
airports involved.

Not surprisingly during these challenging
times, airlines are constantly revising
their schedules in light of travel
restrictions and booking data. Airlines
will try and avoid operating nearly
empty flights if a handful of passengers
Ralph Anker can be persuaded to take other flights in
ralph@anker-report.com return for some compensation. As a
result, launch dates have been seen to
slip, sometimes several times.
While the launch of over 450 new routes
is very impressive, The ANKER Report
also has a list of over 350 routes which
were supposed to launch in Europe
during S20 but which appear to have
been cancelled indefinitely. These
include many Air Serbia routes from
Belgrade, Ryanair routes from Zadar (see
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Vienna calls the tune
Analysis of the leading airports for new routes sees
Vienna top the list ahead of Tirana in Albania. While
Wizz Air continues to expand in Vienna, Ryanair has
(after some tricky negotiations) taken over many of the
new routes that were supposed to be launched by its
local partner Lauda this summer. Some of these will
launch shortly, while others are set to start this winter.

Another Balearic island airport to do well is Menorca,
which welcomed 13 new services from five different
airlines, including Volotea (seven new routes), Wizz Air
(three), Edelweiss Air, Ryanair and SWISS (one each).
Montpellier in the south of France (see page 7)
welcomed the opening of a Transavia base which
generated nine of the airports 12 new routes with the
others being provided by Chalair, Luxair and Volotea.

Wizz Air is also responsible for 18 of the 27 new routes
launched so far this summer from Tirana, with Air
Albania (three), LOT (three), Albawings (two) and easyJet
(one) also starting new routes from the Albanian capital.

Air France was responsible for 10 of the 12 new routes
at Paris CDG (including four to Spain and three to
Greece), supplemented by new routes from Aegean
Airlines and SunExpress.

Six Polish airports rank in the top 15, primarily thanks to
LOT launching its range of low frequency ‘summer sun’
routes to various Mediterranean destinations.

Europe’s busiest airport in 2019, London LHR, celebrated
four new routes with British Airways (to Jersey,
Newquay, Pristina and Rhodes) as well as the return of
CSA Czech Airlines operating daily flights from Prague.

Milan MXP’s 15 new routes are mostly from Wizz Air (12)
but also Ryanair (two) and easyJet (one) suggesting that
there is going to be a major battle among Europe’s three
leading (U)LCCs in the Italian city in the coming months.

In total 240 airports in Europe (and beyond) welcomed
at least one new route involving a European airport.

Poland beats Greece
At a country level, LOT’s many new routes from Polish
regional airports to Greek holiday airports saw those two
countries lead the way for the countries with the most
new routes. Then came the ‘big five’ European markets
of Italy, Spain, France, UK and Germany, followed by
Austria and Albania. Considering that Germany has
suffered less from the pandemic (so far) than most other
European countries, it may be surprising to see the
relative lack of new routes in the country.
Outside of Europe, Tunisia welcome six new European
routes, Japan and the UAE two each, with Iran, Israel,
the US and Uzbekistan each welcoming a single new
European service.
Looking ahead, we have details of over 400 additional
routes that may start between now and the middle of
September, when the next issue of The ANKER Report is
published. Let’s wait and see how many actually launch.

Palma de Mallorca’s 14 new routes are spread across
seven airlines, including a new European carrier, Bernbased flyBAIR, which is serving the Spanish airport from
both Bern and Sion, using E190s operated by Helvetic.
Both routes operate just weekly at present.
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easyJet had 40% of seat capacity in 2019 at Gatwick, its biggest UK
base; has offered flights to almost 150 destinations since late 1999
Now easyJet’s biggest base, the Luton-headquartered
carrier began operations from London’s second busiest
airport in December 1999, with a route to Geneva. Since
then it has launched flights to almost 150 other
destinations from Gatwick, of which well over 100 were
still operating last summer.
In 2008, after the acquisition of Gatwick-based GB
Airways, easyJet overtook British Airways as the biggest
carrier at the airport and last year offered more than
twice as many seats as the UK’s flag-carrier, when its
share of Gatwick capacity reached 40%.
New destinations added every year
After the surge of new routes in 2008 as a result of the
takeover of GB Airways, easyJet has continued to add at
least four new routes from Gatwick every year since
then, including in 2020. This year’s new routes are
Stockholm ARN (launched on 20 July), Tirana (from 24
July), Enfidha in Tunisia (expected to start on 9
September) and Sharm El-Sheikh in Egypt (expected to
start on 30 September having operated in the past).
However, most years have also seen at least one route
dropped. Going back it is worth remembering that
easyJet did briefly serve three Irish destinations; Cork,
Knock and Shannon, but not Dublin. All three routes
started in January 2005, but service to all three ended in
early October 2006.
In more recent times, domestic routes to Newcastle and
Aberdeen have been suspended, as well as two German
routes, Cologne Bonn and Düsseldorf, though Düsseldorf
service resumed in 2019.
Summer sun routes lead ASK rankings in summer
Last year, easyJet offered 150% more seats from Gatwick
than its next busiest UK base at Luton. It recently
announced plans to close three UK bases; London SEN,
London STN and Newcastle. The Stansted base had been
acquired when easyJet bought Go back in 2002.
In summer, the airline’s focus at Gatwick is on serving
the needs of the UK holiday maker. Looking at the top 15
routes by ASKs (Available Seat Kilometres) last August
shows Malaga and Faro as the airline’s top two routes,
followed by Palma de Mallorca, Paphos and Alicante.
The two leading ‘city’ destinations are Barcelona and
Milan MXP, with Athens, Nice and Rome also making the
top 15. Five of the top 10 routes are to Spain, while
there are also five Greek destinations in the top 15.
easyJet was operating almost 200 departures per day
from Gatwick last August across a network of 106 routes.
Other high frequency routes not in the top 15 for ASKs
were Amsterdam (47-weekly), Belfast BFS (34-weekly),
Edinburgh (27-weekly), Geneva (37-weekly), Ibiza (21weekly), Jersey (21-weekly), Madrid (23-weekly),
Valencia (21-weekly) and Venice VCE (27-weekly).

easyJet’s network developments from London Gatwick 2007-2020
Year

New destinations served from London Gatwick

Destinations no longer served

2007

Bucharest OTP, Gdansk, Innsbruck, Krakow, La Rochelle, Lisbon, Palermo, Pisa, Sofia

Cork, Knock, Shannon

2008

Ajaccio, Basel, Bastia, Biarritz, Corfu, Dalaman, Funchal, Gibraltar, Gran Canaria, Helsinki,
Heraklion, Hurghada, Istanbul SAW, Lanzarote, Lyon, Malta, Montpellier, Mykonos, Nantes,
Paphos, Rhodes, Rome FCO, Rovaniemi, Salzburg, Sharm El-Sheikh, Tenerife TFS, Thessaloniki

2009

Agadir, Bodrum, Copenhagen, Dubrovnik, Ivalo, Larnaca, Munich, Naples, Porto, Santorini,
Vienna, Zurich

2010

Antalya, Bordeaux, Chania, Düsseldorf, Gothenburg, Hamburg, Kos, Luxor, Nantes, Zakynthos Kuusamo, Rovaniemi

2011

Aberdeen, Amman, Bologna, Catania, Izmir, Seville, Verona, Zagreb

Ivalo

2012

Bari, Fuerteventura, Isle Of Man, Kefalonia, Luxembourg, Tallinn, Turin

Helsinki, Istanbul SAW

2013

Bergen, Bucharest OTP, Kalamata, Moscow DME, Santiago de Compostela

Gothenburg

2014

Brest, Brussels, Jersey, Newcastle, Paris CDG, Reykjavik, Strasbourg, Tel Aviv

Luxor

2015

Brindisi, Figari, Friedrichshafen, Preveza, Pula, Stuttgart

Amman, Bergen, Zagreb

2016

La Palma, Ljubljana, Ostersund, Tivat

Brest, Bucharest OTP, Newcastle, Sharm El-Sheikh

2017

Granada, Ivalo, Kavala, Kittila, Klagenfurt, Varna

Brussels, Cologne Bonn, Düsseldorf, Moscow DME, Strasbourg

2018

Aarhus, Ancona, Aqaba, Berlin TXL, Rovaniemi, Volos, Warsaw

-

2019

Düsseldorf, Jerez, Murcia RMU, Zadar

Kavala

2020

Berlin BER, Enfidha, Sharm El-Sheikh, Stockholm ARN, Tirana

Aberdeen, Ivalo, Murcia MJV, Warsaw

Bucharest OTP, Gdansk, Nantes, Rome CIA

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics for January 2007 to December 2020.
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Sun Express loses its German subsidiary; major player in the VFR and
leisure market between Turkey and Germany with 40-plus 737-800s
SunExpress (IATA code XQ) was established in late 1989
as a joint venture between two Star Alliance members,
Germany’s Lufthansa and Turkey’s Turkish Airlines.
Operations began in 1990 with the airline having a main
base in Antalya and focussed on serving the large leisure
and VFR market between the two countries.
A separate, German-based subsidiary, SunExpress
Deutschland (IATA code XG) was launched in 2011 with
its headquarters in Frankfurt. Both carriers gradually
evolved to operate a single narrowbody aircraft type, the
737-800, with a low-cost configuration of 189 seats.
According to planespotters.net the Turkish-based carrier
operates over 40 of the type while the German-based
carrier had 12. In addition, SunExpress Deutschland also
operated seven A330-200s on long-haul routes on behalf
of Lufthansa’s in-house LCC, Eurowings.
Several of the aircraft have “30 years” branding, while
one of the German aircraft wears colours promoting
Bundesliga football team Eintracht Frankfurt (who
finished ninth out of 18 in the recently completed
season) and one of the Turkish aircraft is promoting the
2019 stop-motion children’s film Shaun The Sheep:
Farmageddon.
Over 10 million passengers in 2019
According to Cirium Data and Analytics figures,
SunExpress saw capacity more than double from just
under four million seats in 2012 to over eight million
seats in 2015. In February, the airline revealed that it
had carried over 10 million passengers in 2019 at an
average load factor of 83%. It had also generated record
revenues of over 1.4 billion Euros.
German subsidiary to close
In June it was revealed that SunExpress Deutschland
would be closed down and its operations integrated into
a combination of its parent company and Eurowings. The
airline revealed that it would focus its activities on
connecting Austria, Germany and Switzerland with
Turkey (primarily Antalya and Izmir where it considers
itself the home carrier) and also on domestic flights
within Turkey.
This is confirmed by schedule data for August 2020
which shows that 56% of the airline’s monthly capacity
will operate on routes between Turkey and Germany,
29% on domestic routes, leaving just 15% in all other
markets.
After having most of its fleet grounded in April and May,
SunExpress resumed domestic flying on 1 June followed
by some international flights on 10 June. Latest schedule
data from Cirium Data and Analytics currently shows
capacity down around 54% in July (compared with 2019)
and down 42% in August.
24 airports to lose SunExpress service this summer
Analysis of the schedule data suggests that SunExpress
will stop flying to 24 airports this August that were
served by the carrier last August. Of these, 17 had no
more than weekly SunExpress flights. The biggest losers
are Hurghada in Egypt (27 weekly flights from German
airports), Varna in Bulgaria (23 weekly flights from
German airports), Heraklion (13 weekly flights) and
Bourgas (10 weekly flights).
Only one new airport has been added to the network,
Hatay in Turkey, which welcomed 3-weekly domestic
flights from Izmir, starting on 28 June.
Last summer, around 45% of the airline’s Turkish
departures were from Antalya with a further 30% from
Izmir. At Antalya, SunExpress accounted for 20% of all
flights in August, well ahead of Turkish Airlines (13%),
Pegasus Airlines (12%) and Corendon (11%).
In Izmir, SunExpress offered 34% of flights last August,
again ahead of Turkish Airlines (27%) and Pegasus
Airlines (27%).
Last August, SunExpress operated 18 routes with at least
2-daily flights, 13 from Antalya and five from Izmir. Of
the 18 routes, 15 were to German airports, two to Swiss
airports and one to Vienna.
This August just four routes are currently expected to be
served at least 2-daily; Antalya and Izmir to Düsseldorf,
Izmir to Frankfurt and Izmir to Munich.
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Volotea reconfigures network for S20; domestic capacity share jumps
from 56% to 86% as Naples becomes sixth Italian base of 16 in total
Volotea (IATA code V7) recently celebrated a couple of
significant events. On 14 July, the Barcelonaheadquartered carrier reached the milestone of 30
million passengers since its first commercial flight on 5
April 2012. Two weeks earlier, on 3 July, it had made
Naples its sixth base in Italy, confirming that two 156seat A319s would be based at the airport this summer.
Over seven million passengers in 2019
Last year, according to the airline, it carried 7.6 million
passengers (up from 6.6 million in 2018) at an average
annual load factor of 94%. Almost 60,000 flights were
operated (up 12% on 2018). However, seasonality is still
a major issue for the airline with weekly capacity during
the summer peak of July and August being around four
times greater than in January and February.
According to planespotters.net, Volotea currently has a
fleet of 34 aircraft of which 20 are A319s and 14 are 125seat 717s. At 16 years, the estimated average age of the
A319s is only a year less than for the 717s. Volotea’s
website claims that the airline actually has 25 A319s.
16 bases this summer once Lyon opens
Volotea has a total of 16 designated bases in Europe this
summer; six in Italy (Cagliari, Genoa, Palermo, Venice
VCE and Verona as well as the new Naples bases), six in
France (Bordeaux, Marseille, Nantes, Strasbourg and
Toulouse, as well as Lyon which should open shortly),
two in Spain (Asturias and Bilbao) and one each in
Germany (Hamburg) and Greece (Athens).
The Hamburg base has been specifically created to
operate the Airbus corporate shuttle between the
German city and Toulouse. No bookable services operate
from Hamburg, with Hannover the only German airport
served this summer by Volotea’s scheduled network.
Domestic routes now dominate
In response to the pandemic, Volotea announced 40 new
domestic routes for this summer in France, Greece, Italy
and Spain. Last summer around 56% of the airline’s
capacity was on domestic routes, but this summer that
has jumped massively to 86%, of which 43% is on Italian
domestic routes and 28% on French domestic routes.
According to the airline, it will offer 274 routes this
summer of which 165 are domestic.
The leading international country-pairs this summer are
expected to be Italy-Greece (around 5.5% of the total)
and France-Spain (around 4%). The only new countrypair market for this summer is Luxembourg-Spain, as a
result of the launch of flights to Alicante on 3 July.
This summer, eight of the airline’s top 10 airports for
flights are in Italy, with Olbia now Volotea’s leading
airport, up from sixth in August 2019. Venice VCE has
fallen from first to fourth, while Nantes has remained in
second place.
Overall the number of flights in August is scheduled to
be down by just 3% compared with August 2019 while
seat capacity is down just 1% as the airline transitions
towards the larger A319s.
Seven new airports added in 2020; seven dropped
According to analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics
schedule information for 2019 and 2020, Volotea has
added seven new airports to its network this summer.
They are Barcelona (served from Nantes), Bologna (from
Olbia), Castellon (from Bilbao), Deauville (from Palma de
Mallorca), Granada (from Ibiza), Santiago de Compostela
(from Ibiza) and Thessaloniki (from Heraklion).
Conversely, seven airports served last year (including
three in Greece and two in Croatia) have no scheduled
Volotea flights this summer; they are Cork, Karpathos,
Kos, Munich, Pula, Rijeka and Samos. Last year Munich
welcomed around 180 Volotea flights.
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Montpellier celebrates recently launched 16-route Transavia base;
half of traffic still on Paris routes; Ryanair drops last of six routes
While the city centre of Montpellier is around 10
kilometres inland from the Mediterranean Sea, the
airport serving it is right on the coast. Montpellier is
around 110 kilometres west of Marseille (a two hour
drive), and 185 kilometres east of Toulouse (about a two
-and-a-half hour drive). The smaller airports of Nimes
(40km), Beziers (60km) and Avignon (85km) are all
within 100 kilometres of Montpellier
65% growth since 2010
After seeing a steady decline in passengers from 2000 to
2010, demand has grown in eight of the last nine years
and the airport was probably on track to handle well
over two million passengers in 2020, thanks to the
launch of a new Transavia base.
Since 2010 international traffic has grown by 123% while
domestic traffic has also grown, but by a more modest
45%. International traffic now accounts for around 35%
of the airport’s total traffic up from just 5% in 2000.
Paris routes represent half of all traffic
Passenger statistics from the airport for 2019 reveal that
that just over half of all passengers last year were flying
to/from Paris, with many connecting over the French
capital to other destinations. While demand on the Orly
route was flat compared with 2019, CDG traffic was up
17% as easyJet launched a 4-weekly service from July to
October to offer an alternative to Air France. This
summer easyJet has decided to serve Montpellier from
its Paris ORY base instead, again 4-weekly, but so far
only in August.
Nantes is the third busiest route with just under 170,000
passengers and is currently served by Volotea. Air France
had been operating the route but withdrew during
January 2019. However, easyJet is planning to enter the
market with a 5-weekly service starting in September.
London LGW is by far the busiest international route and
has been served by easyJet since the summer of 2008.
Then comes Amsterdam (served by KLM) and the two
Moroccan destinations of Casablanca and Fez.
Transavia base opened in June with 16 routes
Transavia opened a major base at Montpellier on 26
June. Originally 21 routes were planned for this summer,
but so far only 16 have been confirmed. Flights to
Brussels BRU, Constantine (in Algeria), Ibiza, Rome FCO
and Tangier appear to have been postponed or
cancelled, at least for this summer.
The first Transavia routes were to Faro and Palermo with
flights to Lisbon, Heraklion, Porto, Athens, Palma de
Mallorca, Tunis, Djerba and Seville also already
operating. In the coming weeks there will also be new
services to Oujda, Marrakech, Agadir, Algiers, Oran and
Madrid.
Luxair and other new routes

Ryanair drops last route

Another new airline for 2020 is Luxair, which began 2weekly service from Luxembourg on 27 June using
Q400s. The route is not served by any other carrier.
Other new routes for this summer not already
mentioned are Chalair to Poitiers (from 16 July, 2-weekly
with ATR 42s) and Volotea to Figari (2-weekly from 5
July).

Airlines that served Montpellier in 2019, but have not
resumed service in 2020, include British Airways (from
London LHR), Eurowings (from Düsseldorf), Norwegian
(from Stockholm ARN), Ryanair (from Brussels CRL), SAS
(from Copenhagen) and Ural Airlines (from Moscow
DME). Both British Airways and Ural Airlines had only
started their services in 2019.
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The ending of Ryanair’s service to Charleroi means that
Montpellier is no longer one of the almost 30 French
airports that the Irish ULCC serves. Apart from Brussels
CRL it has also served Montpellier in the past from
Birmingham, Bristol, Frankfurt HHN, Leeds Bradford and
London STN.
It is also worth noting that neither Vueling nor Wizz Air
have so far ever served the airport.
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Wizz Air currently one of Europe’s top 5 carriers by flights; August
schedule data shows unlikely 8% growth in flights versus August 2019
Editor’s Note: The ANKER Report does not usually
perform analysis on data that is believed to be
inaccurate. Wizz Air’s submitted schedule data shows
between 700 and 750 daily flights in August which
would represent growth of 8% compared with August
2019. This is considered a significant overestimate. For
the period 20-24 July its submitted schedule data
showed an average of 654 daily flights when
Eurocontrol tracked an average of 502 daily flights. The
schedule data is thus overstating what is actually flown
by as much as 30%. For comparison, for the period 7-11
July the difference between the two figures was almost
zero. Since The ANKER Report does not believe that
Wizz Air is about to increase daily flights by some 50%
(from 500 daily flights to 750), we consider the results
shown here to be overstated. However, we believe that
there is still value in presenting these figures as an
example of the apparent relative importance of the
various airports, country markets and country-pairs
that Wizz Air serves.
Among all European carriers, no carrier’s network
planning team appears to have been busier looking for
new opportunities than Wizz Air’s. The ULCC has
announced several new bases and well over 150 new
routes. Between mid-May and 24 July the carrier has
launched at least 107 new routes as can be seen in the
NERD file on The ANKER Report website.
Unfortunately, while the airline was basically grounded
during the early days of the pandemic, it chose not to
submit updated schedule data to the likes of Cirium and
OAG. This resulted in various media stories claiming that
the airline was Europe’s biggest, which it was not.
Fewer than 50 daily flights during May
Up until the end of May, Wizz Air was operating fewer
than 50 daily flights according to Eurocontrol data. This
grew steadily during June and by the end of last month
Wizz Air was operating around 300 daily flights. On 1 July
this jumped significantly to around 450 daily flights.
During July it has operated between 400 and 540 daily
flights. The carrier is currently operating around 23%
fewer daily flights than in the same period last year.
The only carriers in Europe operating more daily flights
at present are Ryanair and Turkish Airlines, while easyJet
is operating a similar number to Wizz Air.
New bases drive growth
Using the latest schedule data submitted by the airline
for August (which, as previously mentioned, is
considered an overestimate) the airline’s leading
airports, country markets and country-pairs have been
determined and compared with August 2019.
Even allowing for some data issues, it is clear that the
airline has undergone considerable growth in Dortmund,
Krakow, Larnaca, Milan MXP, Tirana and Vienna. As a
result the fastest-growing country markets among the
top 20 are Albania, Greece, Cyprus, Austria and Italy,
with several other countries also showing 20% or more
growth in movements.
Many of the leading country-pair markets are likely to
see a drop in flights compared with last year. However,
Italy-Albania and Italy-Austria are growing quickly while
Italy-Ukraine is also set to see massive growth soon.
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Corendon
Airlines ...
Aarhus dominated
by SAS hub-feeding routes plus Ryanair to London
Located on the east coast of the Jutland peninsula, Aarhus is
Denmark’s second largest city (after Copenhagen) and was a
designated European Capital of Culture in 2017. It has an
urban population of just over 250,000.
The airport serving the city, which dates back to 1943, is
located 40 kilometres north-east of the city. It competes with
the larger airport in Billund, which is 95 kilometres south-west
of Aarhus.
The airport’s busiest route is to Copenhagen, a flight of just
150 kilometres but a road journey of 310 kilometres taking
over three hours. SAS operated this route with up to 4-daily
flights. SAS also offers links to its hubs in Oslo and Stockholm,
with both of these routes having been launched in 2018 along
with new links to Malaga, Munich, Nice, Palma de Mallorca
and Split. This helps explain the 30% growth in airport traffic
in 2018. Faro, Manchester and Rome FCO routes were added
in 2019.
That year also saw easyJet start service from Berlin TXL and
London LGW (currently a winter-only route). Neither route is
currently bookable on easyJet’s website. Ryanair currently
operates two routes to Aarhus; from London STN (served
since November 1999) and Gdansk (served 2-weekly since
October 2017 and resuming in September). It has also served
the Danish airport in the past from Alicante, Girona, Gran
Canaria, Malaga, Oslo RYG, Palma de Mallorca and Stockholm
NYO.

Varna becomes Wizz Air base with 21 routes; Voyage Air newcomer
Varna is the more northern of two major Black Sea resort
cities in Bulgaria, the other being Bourgas. Since 2006 the
airport has been run by a local subsidiary of Germany’s
Fraport. The company’s investment has included a
reconstruction of the runway in late 2011/early 2012 and a
new terminal, which opened in August 2013. In 2012 1.2
million passengers used the airport. Six years later that had
increased by over one million to almost 2.3 million. Demand
at the airport is highly seasonal. Last year the airport
welcomed over 400,000 passengers in both July and August,
but fewer than 60,000 in January, February and March.
According to Cirium Data and Analytics schedule information
for 2019, the biggest carriers at the airport were Wizz Air
(25% of seats) and Bulgaria Air (17%). Wizz Air had begun
service from Sofia as long ago as 2008 and from London LTN
in 2009, but major expansion started in 2017 with seven new
routes. Last summer saw the introduction of six further new
routes. This summer the airport became a Wizz Air base with
a further nine new routes starting in July.
Other new routes this summer include Eurowings services
from several German airports and Ryanair from Vienna. For
Ryanair this marks a return to the airport after it dropped its
only previous route from Brussels CRL in October 2018.
A new carrier for this summer is Voyage Air, which is planning
to offer weekly flights to various destinations in Germany,
Poland and Ukraine during the peak summer season.

Zadar traffic up 30% in 2019; Ryanair routes dip from 20 to 10 in S20
Located on the coast of Croatia on the Adriatic Sea, Zadar is
the country’s fifth largest city. The airport is around 15
kilometres east of the city. Traffic has grown from just over
100,000 passengers in 2007 to just over 800,000 in 2019. Like
Varna, Zadar has very seasonal operations. Around 150,000
passengers in July and August and fewer than 5,000
passengers per month between November and March each
year.
Last year, Ryanair accounted for over half of all scheduled
seat capacity and offered flights during the summer to 20
destinations, six more than in S18 after it added eight new
routes but dropped two. The carrier made Zadar a summer
only base in 2013. This summer was supposed to see Ryanair
offer a massive 33 routes from Zadar using aircraft from its
Lauda subsidiary. However, while all 33 routes appear to be
bookable on the airline’s website, only 10 are actually
bookable and listed in Cirium Data and Analytics schedule
information. This includes new routes to Stuttgart and Vienna.
Other new routes for S20 include several seasonal routes with
LOT Polish Airlines from various Polish airports plus easyJet
launching service from its Amsterdam and Basel bases at the
end of July, though both routes only operate until the end of
August. In total, easyJet will operate 14 weekly flights across
six routes in August. Delayed from this summer, Jet2.com will
commence service to Zadar from both London STN and
Manchester next May.
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European carriers waiting for unrestricted US travel to be allowed;
four carriers had over 40% of ASKs assigned to US routes in 2019
At the end of June the EU announced a list of 14 non-EU
countries from which it would allow non-essential travel.
This included Canada, Japan, Morocco, Serbia, South
Korea, Thailand and Tunisia, but not the US. Given that
reciprocity was a condition for being on the list, it was no
surprise that the US failed to be included.
US routes play a significant role for many European
carriers, not only in terms of their share of total capacity
(as measured by ASKs - Available Seat Kilometres) but
also in their contribution to airline profitability.
70% of Virgin Atlantic ASKs on US routes in 2019
A look at the top 17 European carriers (15 flag carriers
plus Norwegian and Virgin Atlantic) offering flights to the
US in 2019, reveals the share of ASKs allocated to US
routes varied between 70% (for Virgin Atlantic) and just
6% (for Aeroflot). Virgin Atlantic with its pure long-haul
operations has been particularly badly affected by the
lack of US services. Both Aer Lingus and Icelandair have
both used their geographic position to have a much
higher than average exposure to the US market.
In terms of the leading carriers by ASKs on US routes in
2019, British Airways (64.0 billion) leads the way, ahead
of Lufthansa (57.0), Norwegian (41.1), Virgin Atlantic
(34.2) and Air France (32.2).
Over 25,000 passengers on UK-US flights in May
Despite the restrictions on US services, data from the UK
CAA for May 2020 shows that 25,000 passengers were
on flights between the UK and US, though many of those
may have been connecting through US airports to/from
other countries. However, that figure was down almost
99% on the figure for May 2019.
Despite all the issues, there have been a significant
number of flights by scheduled airlines between Europe
and the US in recent weeks. According to Eurocontrol
data there were 349 flights between Europe and North
America on Monday 20 July. This was just 8% more than
a fortnight earlier and 76% down on the equivalent date

in 2019. A significant number of these are operated by
cargo airlines or scheduled airlines operating flights
primarily with cargo rather than passengers.
Among those carriers most dependent on the US market,
Virgin Atlantic appears to have resumed flights to Los
Angeles and New York from London Heathrow in midJuly; Aer Lingus is currently operating to just Boston,
Chicago and New York; Norwegian has indicated it plans
to resume several US routes from London LGW from 9
December, while Icelandair is currently just operating
low frequency flights to Boston and Seattle. The Icelandic

flag-carrier is currently operating fewer than 10 daily
departures from its Reykjavik KEF base.
British Airways is currently offering daily flights from
Heathrow to eight US airports; Boston, Chicago, Dallas/
Fort Worth, Los Angeles, Miami, New York JFK, San
Francisco and Washington. It is also serving Seattle with
3-weekly flights.
While launching a new US route may seem unlikely at
this time, that is exactly what TAP Portugal did on 20 July
with the resumption of a weekly link between Ponta
Delgada in the Azores and Boston.

Eurocontrol figures for last week show Ryanair and Paris CDG leading
European flight rankings; movements down 59% compared with 2019
The number of commercial flights operated in European
airspace continues to grow steadily rather than
spectacularly. Data from Eurocontrol shows that as of 23
July, the weekly moving average for flights was 58.7%
lower than compared with the same period in 2019. In
other words, flights were now at just over 40% of the
level of a year ago. However, given that passenger load
factors are likely to be considerably lower than normal,
the number of passengers flying is likely to be
somewhere between 20% and 30% of last year’s figures.
Eurocontrol forecasts steady movement recovery
Eurocontrol’s forecast for a ‘coordinated measures
scenario’ is that flights will be down 62% in July,
improving to 50% down in August, 40% down in
September, 30% down in October and 20% down in
November, December and January 2021.
While May movements for all airlines (including cargo
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carriers) were down 86% according to Eurocontrol, ACI
Europe data for May shows that commercial passenger
aircraft movements were down 90.5% but that
passenger numbers across the continent’s airports was
down 97.8%. Domestic passenger numbers were
estimated to be down 94.8% while international
passenger demand had fallen by 98.6%.
Ryanair back on top
Eurocontrol movement data for Thursday 23 July shows
that Ryanair has clearly re-established itself as Europe’s
busiest airline for flights. Its TV ads in the UK speak
about 1,000 daily flights from the beginning of July, but
the airlines is not quite there yet. However, it is offering
one-third more flights than its nearest rival, Turkish
Airlines.
(U)LCCs (shown in red) occupy five of the top 10
positions along with the national carriers of France,
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Germany, Scandinavia and Turkey, plus Norwegian
regional carrier Widerøe. British Airways is currently
languishing in a rather disappointing 11th place, though
it has recently resumed service from London LGW, but
only to a small number of Caribbean destinations.
Paris leads Europe’s other major hubs
Among airports, Europe’s five major hubs lead the way
with Paris CDG, significantly ahead of Istanbul IST,
Amsterdam, Frankfurt and London LHR. Among the top
20 airports there are three in Spain and two each in
France, Germany, Italy and the UK.
Among the top 20, the airports that are performing best
for flights compared to the equivalent day in 2019 are
Milan MXP (down ‘just’ 46%), ahead of Athens (down
52%), Nice (down 53%), Paris CDG (down 55%) and Oslo
(also down 55%). At the other end of the rankings are
Rome FCO and Munich which are both still down 74%.
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