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Europe’s recovery stalls in September;
heading for crash landing this winter?
Analysis of the latest European aircraft movement data from
Eurocontrol (up to and including Saturday 12 September)
shows that the recovery that was seen in July, and stabilised in
August, is now showing signs of stalling as we reach midSeptember. On 12 September, the weekly moving average
showed that flights were at 47% of the level a year previously.
A week earlier, on 5 September, the figure stood at 48.3%.
The drop is being driven by the main (U)LCCs with Ryanair,
easyJet and Wizz Air (currently ranked first, second and sixth
respectively for European flights) all seeing drops of between
three percentage points and seven percentage points in their
flights operated compared with a week ago.
The carriers currently ranked third to fifth in Europe are Turkish
Airlines, Air France and Lufthansa. They too have all seen a drop
in relative flights during the last week. Other airlines still
operating fewer than 25% of the flights they did last year are
Brussels Airlines (16%), Aer Lingus (19%) and Finnair (23%).
Russia and Norway lead recovery in July; UK lagging
While looking at flights tells one story, a potentially more telling
analysis comes from looking at passenger numbers across
Europe’s airports. The ANKER Report’s EATS (European Airport
Traffic Statistics) file has July passenger data for over 350
airports from which we can reveal how
different countries are performing
compared with July 2019.

Norway’s August traffic is still only about 35% of last year’s
figure.
Turkey has improved from 28% in July to 41% in August, while
Spain’s figure has risen from 24% to 30%. Neighbour Portugal
has seen its figure increase from 20% in July to 33% in August,
while the Netherlands has improved from 22% to 28%.
Denmark has improved only modestly from 19% to 22%, but
Malta, a popular holiday destination, has improved from 19% to
31%. Another popular holiday destination, Croatia, increased its
traffic from 18% to 30%.
At the bottom of the rankings, Finland has gone from 11% in
July to 14% in August, Ireland has gone from 10% to 14% and
Slovenia has gone from 10% to 13%.
Last Friday, London LHR announced its August traffic figures.
Compared with July when they were just 11% of the 2019
figure, the August figure is now 18.5% of the 2019 figure,
representing an improvement of more than seven percentage
points. Germany’s two biggest airports, Frankfurt and Munich,
have reported improvements in August versus July of three and
five percentage points respectively.
Overall, The ANKER Report estimates that across Europe,
August traffic figures will be somewhere between 25% and 35%

The graph below shows for 31 European
countries what percentage of traffic they
have retained compared with July 2019.
Clearly leading the way are Russia (at
just over 40%, based on analysis of their
four busiest airports in Moscow and St.
Petersburg), and Norway at almost 35%.
Statistics from Avinor reveal that while
international traffic was down 88% in
July, domestic traffic was down ‘just’
38%.
Among Europe’s big six air travel
markets, Turkey was performing best at
28% of last year’s figure, helped by a
large domestic market. Italy, Spain and
France were all at around 24% to 25% of
last year, while Germany was at 20%.
The UK is at under 12%, partly as a result
of being more reliant on international
traffic. Its list of countries which are on
the quarantine list has been changing on
a weekly basis and has included many of
the most popular holiday destinations.

Oh dear. The general feeling that the
European air travel market was slowly,
but steadily, showing signs of recovery
has taken a hit in the last few weeks. A
relaxation in lockdowns across Europe
has seen a significant increase in Covid19 cases resulting in countries
introducing more restrictions on air
travel. Right now it seems almost
impossible to predict sensibly what Overall, The ANKER Report estimates
might happen in the coming months.
that passenger numbers at European
airports are between 20% and 25% of

Ralph Anker last July’s figures.
ralph@anker-report.com

August data for over 170 airports
The EATS file (available to download
from www.anker-report.com) now also
has August data for over 170 airports.
This reveals that most countries have
seen an improvement in demand
compared with July. Although no figures
were found for Moscow’s airports, St.
Petersburg’s August traffic was at almost
70% of last year’s figure. However,
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of those seen in August 2019. This is considerably below
the comparable figure for movements, confirming the
drop in load factors. What is even more concerning is
the fall in flights seen in September. While this may be
offset partly by improvements in load factor, as airlines
rightsize their operations, it currently seems doubtful
that September traffic in Europe will be better than
August in relative terms.

IAG and Lufthansa group only reporting quarterly

LCCs reveal summer load factors

IAG’s figures revealed that during Q2 its airlines had the
following passenger load factors: 49.3% for Iberia, 45.3%
for Vueling, 27.6% for British Airways and just 9.2% (yes,
less than 10%) for Aer Lingus. However, Aer Lingus’
cargo tonne kilometre figure was up 21% compared with
Q2 in 2019. Across all member airlines, the passenger
load factor on North American routes was just 15%,
confirming that these flights were operating primarily to
carry cargo.

Airport passenger figures, useful though they are, do not
reveal anything about load factors. For this we need
airline reports. The following is a summary of recently
reported figures for Europe’s leading carriers, starting
with Ryanair.
The Irish ULCC has reported carrying seven million
passengers in August (which is 47% of its August 2019
figure) with a load factor of 73%. This compared with 4.4
million passengers in July (30% of 2019 figure) at a load
factor of 72%. It recently announced it was planning to
close its Düsseldorf base in Germany, threatened to stop
all Irish flights this winter, and believes that winter 20/21
will be a ‘write-off’. It is also not happy about the
bailouts being given to some of Europe’s flag-carriers, in
particular Lufthansa.
easyJet only reports quarterly, but did reveal in its
trading statement for Q2 that it carried just over two
million passengers in July (around 20% of its 2019 figure)
at an impressively high load factor of 81%. However, it
may be a while before its August figures become public
knowledge.
Wizz Air has reported August figures. These show it
carried 2.38 million passengers (59% of its 2019 figure)
at a load factor of 70.9%. In July it had carried 1.82
million passengers (47% of its 2019 figure) at a load
factor of 60.5%.
Norwegian has dramatically curtailed its operation. It
carried 313,000 passengers in August (just 9% of its 2019
figure) at a load factor of 62%.
Although it does not report monthly traffic on a regular
basis, Volotea issued a press release revealing that it had
carried 1.8 million passengers during July and August at
a 90% load factor. It has considerably revamped its
network this summer focussing much more on domestic
routes (see Issue 59 of The ANKER Report) with a strong
focus on Italy and France.
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While LCCs are pretty good at reporting monthly traffic
the same can not be said of the major legacy carrier
groups. Co-incidentally (or not) both IAG and Lufthansa
Group seem to have gone from reporting monthly in
2019 to only reporting quarterly in 2020. Their most
recent figures therefore cover the period of April to June
2020.

Domestic load factor (in Italy, Spain and the UK) was
reported at 46% compared with 38% for intra European
international services. The few flights operated to Africa
and the Middle East reported load factors of 76%,
though this may have been driven by high loads on
repatriation flights flown early during the pandemic.
Although Lufthansa Group only reports quarterly, when
it does it reveals separate figures for each of the three
months. Looking at June figures, Lufthansa carried
551,000 passengers (8% of 2019) at a load factor of
55.7%. SWISS carried 148,000 (7.5% of 2019) at a load
factor of 42.3%, Austrian Airlines carried 52,000 (3.6% of
2019) at a load factor of 65.1%, and Brussels Airlines
carried 36,000 (3.6% of 2019) at a load factor of 51.7%.
Air France KLM revealed some figures for the first half of
2020. Focussing on Q2 (April to June), Air France KLM
reported a load factor of 37.2%, though its low-cost
subsidiary Transavia did rather better at 65.3%.
SAS and Turkish Airlines report August figures
Fortunately some carriers are a little more open about
their figures. Turkish Airlines revealed August data that
showed its passenger numbers (2.63 million) at 35% of
those in 2019. Domestic traffic was at 53% of last year
and international traffic at 25%. Overall load factor was
at 67.6%, with domestic loads at almost 76%.

(revenue passenger kilometres), domestic was down
49%, European international was down 82%, while
intercontinental was down 97%.
150 new routes launched in last seven weeks
Since Issue 59 of The ANKER Report in late July, we have
identified 151 new services launched by 27 carriers
involving European airports. However, the last week saw
just four new routes launch, as more and more planned
new routes appear to be being delayed until later in the
year or even next year.
Over 40% (65) of the new routes were launched by just
one carrier, Wizz Air, while a further 20% (33) were
launched by Ryanair. Then came easyJet with 11 new
routes and Blue Islands with four. Among the airlines
was a brand new carrier, Lübeck Air of Germany, which
began two domestic routes from the airport of the same
name.
Only two non-European carriers are in the list. Iran Air
began service to Madrid and Jazeera Airways of Kuwait
began service to Trabzon in Turkey. For details of all
these new routes, check out the downloadable NERD
(New European Route Database) file from our website
which now has details of 629 routes launched since the
end of May.

Fellow Star Alliance member SAS has also reported
August data. It carried 717,000 passengers (26% of its
2019 figure) at a load factor of 48%. In terms of RPKs

A further 133 routes have been announced as starting in
the next four weeks but there is already evidence to
indicate that many of these may be delayed. Wizz Air is
again leading the way with almost 30 planned new
routes, though its new Abu Dhabi based subsidiary (IATA
code 5W) has seen its launch put back from 15
September to around mid-October.
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Norwegian has launched over 100 international Oslo routes including
to US; overtook SAS in 2016 and launching four new routes in 2020
As the name suggests, Norwegian was originally an
airline focussed on domestic and international flights
from Norwegian airports, primarily Oslo. Domestic
service began in September 2002, connecting Oslo with
Bergen, Stavanger, Trondheim and Tromsø. International
flights from Oslo began in April 2003 to Faro, Malaga and
Murcia MJV.
Over 100 international routes tried since 2003
Since then the domestic network from Oslo has
expanded and reached 16 destinations while the
international network has seen over 100 routes tried,
not all of them successfully. Last year Norwegian served
87 international routes, including eight long-haul
destinations, five in the US (Fort Lauderdale, Los
Angeles, New York JFK, Oakland and Orlando), plus
Bangkok and Krabi (winter-only) in Thailand, and Dubai
(winter only).
Norwegian’s rapid growth saw it gain rapidly on SAS as
Oslo’s leading airline. By 2010 there was little to choose
between the two carriers in terms of capacity at the
airport. Since 2016, Norwegian has offered more seats
from the Norwegian capital than SAS. Since 2010 Oslo’s
capacity split has been roughly 40% for both Norwegian
and SAS, with all other carriers accounting for around
20%.
Over 8 million departing seats in 2019
Norwegian offers almost six times more seats from Oslo
than it does from its next busiest base in Norway,
Bergen. As a result of Norwegian’s rather belated
attempt to focus on profitability rather than growth,
capacity across all its airports in Norway was reduced by
4% last year.
While five destinations were dropped in 2019, the airline
still added one new destination, Naples, while relocating
its Murcia operations to the region’s new airport.
Despite massively reduced operations elsewhere on its
pan-European network, Norwegian has announced new
routes, starting later this year from Oslo to Düsseldorf,
Kaunas, Poznan and Wroclaw.
New York is leading route by ASKs
Analysis of last year’s peak summer network reveals that
New York JFK was the leading route as measured by ASKs
(Available Seat Kilometres). Then come three routes to
mainland Spain, followed by the first of the highfrequency domestic routes to Tromsø.
Outside of Spain and the US, Norwegian’s biggest
international routes were Nice, London LGW, Rome FCO
and Copenhagen.
In terms of weekly flights last August, the leading routes
from Oslo were Bergen (79-weekly), Trondheim (73weekly), Stavanger (70-weekly), Copenhagen (49-weekly)
and Stockholm ARN (46-weekly).

Norwegian’s network developments from Oslo 2007-2020
Year

New destinations served from Oslo

Destinations no longer served

2007

Alicante, Antalya, Belgrade, Bordeaux, Edinburgh, Gran Canaria, Istanbul SAW, London LGW, Marrakech,
Moscow DME, Palma de Mallorca, Pula, Rome FCO, Szczecin, Tenerife TFS, Valencia, Zurich

Paris BVA, Turin

2008

Alesund, Barcelona, Bardufoss, Chania, Corfu, Dubai, Kristiansand, Lanzarote, Larnaca, Longyearbyen,
Malta, Monastir, Sharm El-Sheikh, Wroclaw

Istanbul SAW, Valencia

2009

Amsterdam, Dublin, Haugesund, Istanbul SAW, Molde, Olbia, Santorini, Vienna

Longyearbyen, Madrid, Malta, Monastir, Zurich

2010

Agadir, Billund, Helsinki, Malta, Milan MXP, Palanga

London STN, Moscow DME, Sharm El-Sheikh, Wroclaw

2011

Athens, Funchal, Lakselv, Manchester, Poznan, Pristina, Sarajevo

-

2012

Ajaccio, Andenes, Bratislava, Cologne Bonn, Dalaman, Fuerteventura, Grenoble, Kefalonia, Kiev KBP,
Menorca, Preveza, Reykjavik KEF, Skiathos

-

2013

Aalborg, Bangkok, Bilbao, Catania, Fort Lauderdale, Lisbon, Longyearbyen, New York JFK, Visby

Düsseldorf, Poznan, Skiathos

2014

Los Angeles, Madrid, Oakland, Orlando, Tivat

-

2015

San Juan

Aalborg, Bratislava, Cologne Bonn, Grenoble, Ibiza, Kiev KBP

2016

Boston, Las Vegas, Verona

Dubai, Istanbul SAW, St. Petersburg

2017

Kaunas

Dalaman, Visby

2018

Bastia, Dubai, Ibiza, Krabi, Paris CDG, Tel Aviv, Tirana, Zadar

Boston, Kaunas, San Juan

2019

Murcia RMU, Naples

Bastia, Las Vegas, Menorca, Murcia MJV, Paris ORY, Rijeka

2020

Berlin BER, Düsseldorf, Kaunas, Poznan, Wroclaw

Many ...

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics for January 2007 to December 2020.
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Minsk passed five million passengers in 2019; Belavia is dominant
carrier serving over 50 destinations; Vueling is only European LCC
Belarus is a land-locked country in eastern Europe, which
shares a border with Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Russia,
and Ukraine. In area, it is around 15% smaller than the
UK, but has an estimated population of just 9.5 million
people. Of these, over two million live in the capital
Minsk and its outer suburbs. The airport serving Minsk
lies around 30 kilometres east of the city and opened in
1982, replacing the more centrally located facility, which
was just a few kilometres south of the historical centre.
Minsk passed five million passengers in 2019
According to Cirium Data and Analytics, apart from
Minsk only Gomel (IATA code GME) and Brest (IATA code
BQT) welcomed scheduled services in 2019, and these
were all summer-only services to Kaliningrad.
Since 2006, Minsk has seen annual traffic growth of
between 10% and 30% every year, with the exception of
2009 (just 2%) and 2015 (just 7%). As a result passenger
numbers have grown rapidly from just over one million
in 2008 to just over five million in 2019.
Growth has been stimulated by the fallout between
Russia and Ukraine after the annexation of Crimea by
Russia in 2014. Since October 2015 there have been no
direct services between other Ukrainian cities and
Russia. As a result, Minsk has become the leading hub
airport for passengers wanting, or needing, to travel
between Kiev and Moscow.
A further stimulus has been provided by the adoption of
a visa waiver scheme in February 2017, which allowed
visitors from some 80 countries (including all European
countries, Australia, Canada and the US) to fly to Minsk
and stay in Belarus for up to five days without a visa. In
July 2018 the period of visa-free stay allowed was
extended to 30 days.
Belavia controls over 70% of capacity
Flag-carrier Belavia (IATA code B2) is the dominant
carrier in Minsk with around 72% of capacity in 2019.
According to planespotters.net the airline’s fleet
comprises 17 737s (a mix of -300s, -500s and -800s),
seven E195s and five E175s
Belavia’s network has grown significantly in recent years,
from 22 routes in 2004 to 54 routes in 2019. The
following new destinations have been added in recent
years:
2015: Almaty, Kharkiv, Kiev IEV, Odessa
2016: Lviv, Moscow ZIA, Palanga
2017: Brussels CRL, Nizhniy Novgorod
2018: Belgrade, Chisinau, Kazan, Rostov-on-Don,
Voronezh
2019: Moscow SVO, Munich, Tallinn
2020: Tashkent, Vienna
Several Star Alliance hubs served
Minsk has been served for many years by several major
European airlines from their hubs. This includes Aeroflot
(from Moscow SVO), airBaltic (from Riga), Austrian
Airlines (from Vienna), LOT Polish Airlines (from
Warsaw), Lufthansa (from Frankfurt), Turkish Airlines
(from Istanbul IST) and Ukraine International Airlines
(from Kiev KBP). The last named resumed service at
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Minsk in April 2015 and suspended flights again in midNovember 2019. Finnair began 2-weekly service from
Helsinki in June 2018 but this route was also suspended,
this time in February 2019.

Airways currently serves Minsk. Turkmenistan Airlines to
Ashgabat (2,934 kilometres) and Uzbekistan Airlines to
Tashkent (3,381 kilometres) are also among the top five
longest routes from the airport.

The airport’s longest route is to Abu Dhabi with Etihad
Airways (served 3-weekly before the pandemic), which
launched in August 2008. Neither Emirates nor Qatar

Vueling was the only LCC offering flights to Minsk in
2019. It has been offering weekly flights from Barcelona
during the peak summer months since June 2013.
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Turkish Airlines was Europe’s leading domestic airline in 2019 by
seats; now second, having been overtaken by Aeroflot Group
With new quarantine regulations being introduced, it
seems, on an almost daily basis across Europe, the
general consensus among industry experts seems to be
that airline recovery will be driven by domestic traffic in
the short-term. There is certainly evidence from several
countries that domestic traffic is recovering faster than
international traffic.
August data for Norway shows that while international
demand was down 84%, domestic traffic was down just
50%. Similarly in Turkey, August data shows that
domestic traffic was down 37% (compared with 50% in
July), while international demand was down 73% in
August compared with 88% in July.
Turkish Airlines is biggest domestic carrier
Analysing Cirium Data and Analytics schedules for all
domestic services in Europe in 2019, reveals that Turkish
Airlines is the leading carrier for domestic capacity in
Europe with over 36.4 million seats in 2019. Fellow Star
Alliance carrier Lufthansa comes second, if we also
include the carrier’s in-house LCC Eurowings’ data.
Third is Aeroflot (including its LCC subsidiary Pobeda),
followed by Europe’s two leading pan-European (U)LCCs,
Ryanair and easyJet. Despite Ryanair being significantly
bigger than easyJet in terms of total capacity, their
domestic capacities were almost identical last year.
Ryanair operates domestically in nine countries
Last year, Ryanair operated domestic services in nine
European countries. These were (ranked in size); Italy,
Spain, Portugal, UK, France, Greece, Romania, Poland
and Germany. For comparison, easyJet operated
domestic flights in just five countries (ranked in size); UK,
France, Italy, Germany and Portugal.
Another carrier to operate domestically in five different
countries was Norwegian. Apart from the four obvious
Nordic markets of Denmark, Finland, Norway and
Sweden, Norwegian also operated domestically in Spain.
However, it was actually Pegasus Airlines that was the
third busiest European LCC for domestic capacity,
despite only operating domestically in Turkey. Vueling
also offered more domestic seats than Norwegian, with
the majority of those being in the Spanish market,
though it also operated domestically in Italy.
British Airways ranked just 15th for domestic capacity;
just behind Air Europa of Spain and just ahead of
Olympic Air of Greece. A notable absentee from these
rankings is Wizz Air, which last year operated no
domestic routes at all. However, that will soon change.
Aeroflot/Pobeda currently #1 for domestic seats
Analysis of the latest schedule data for September 2020
shows some interesting changes in the rankings. Flybe
and British Airways drop out of the top 20 to be replaced
by Binter Canarias of Spain and Ural Airlines of Russia.
Ural Airlines joins Aeroflot/Pobeda (currently Europe’s
biggest domestic carrier), S7 Airlines and Utair to
become the fourth Russian carrier in the top 20.
Pegasus Airlines and Volotea (see Issue 59 of The ANKER
Report) are significant climbers in the rankings, while
Lufthansa/Eurowings and Air Europa are the biggest
fallers in the rankings.
Turkey was biggest domestic market in September 2019
Looking at last September’s data reveals that Turkey just
beats Spain for the biggest European domestic market by
seats with European Russia in third place. There is a big
drop from the eighth biggest domestic market (Norway)
to that in ninth place (Greece).
The national flag-carrier has more than 50% of domestic
capacity in nine of the top 15 countries, with LOT Polish
Airlines the most dominant (93% of Polish domestic
market) ahead of Lufthansa/Eurowings (89% of German
domestic market) and Finnair (86% in Finland).
Conversely, Iberia/Iberia Express has only 25% of the
Spanish market (though fellow IAG carrier Vueling has a
further 30% of the market). In the UK, British Airways
(BA) accounted for just 25% of domestic capacity last
September, with both easyJet and Flybe offering more
capacity. With Flybe’s demise, BA’s share is likely to have
increased, at least temporarily, though the rapid
expansion of Blue Islands, Eastern Airways and Loganair
means that its gains may not last for long.
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Whatever happened to Flybe’s 70-plus UK domestic routes? Despite
pandemic, almost 50 of them are now served by other UK carriers
In terms of flights, Flybe was easily the UK’s biggest
domestic airline in 2019 with over 112,000, representing
40% of the UK total. That was more than easyJet
(58,400) and British Airways (50,000) combined.

operating on several of Flybe’s former links. Flybe’s loss
was felt particularly strongly at Belfast BHD and
Southampton, where it offered 80% and 95% of flights in
2019.

When the carrier collapsed earlier this year (prepandemic) there were considerable concerns about what
would happen to the airline’s domestic routes. Last
September it operated 72 of them, with over 50 flown at
least daily and 33 flown at least 2-daily.

Aer Lingus to the rescue in Belfast BHD

Several UK airlines see opportunities
Some of the routes had already been targeted by
competitors, such as easyJet, which had revealed plans
to begin flying from Birmingham to both Edinburgh and
Glasgow as long ago as last September.
Despite the current pandemic, several carriers have
stepped in to offer flights, even now, on the majority of
Flybe’s old domestic network. Eastern Airways, which
had been operating as a franchise partner for Flybe,
developed its own on-line booking system and has taken
on some of Flybe’s old routes. Scotland’s Loganair has
also ramped up its domestic network and is now

In late July it was announced that Aer Lingus, through its
regional partner Stobart Air, using ATR 72s, would take
over six former Flybe routes from Belfast BHD;
Birmingham, East Midlands, Edinburgh, Exeter, Leeds
Bradford and Manchester. As of 13 September two of
these had already started with two more set to launch
on 14 September and the remaining two on 1 October.
The Jersey-based carrier Blue Islands, which had also
been a partner airline of Flybe, has stepped in to launch
Southampton flights to Manchester from late October.
Loganair is offering flights from Southampton to
Edinburgh, Glasgow and Newcastle. Eastern Airways has
also developed a presence at the airport on the UK’s
south coast and has begun service to Belfast BHD,
Manchester and Newcastle, the latter the only former
Flybe route where Eastern Airways competes directly
with Loganair.

Edinburgh to Manchester and Cardiff anyone?
Some high volume routes remain unserved, notably
routes from Edinburgh to East Midlands, Manchester
and Cardiff; and from Manchester to Glasgow and
Newquay. Hopefully, these routes will soon be seen as
attractive enough by some other carriers.

Flybe’s UK domestic network in September 2019 and who operates these routes in September 2020
Flybe (BE) route

BE WF in
Sep 19

Operator(s) in Sep 20 (WF)

Flybe (BE) route

Jersey - Guernsey
Belfast BHD - Manchester

BE WF in
Sep 19

Operator(s) in Sep 20 (WF)

46

Blue Islands (3)

Birmingham - Jersey

12

Blue Islands (4)

44

Aer Lingus (13)

Belfast BHD - Cardiff

11

-

Belfast BHD - Birmingham

42

Aer Lingus (13)

East Midlands - Glasgow

11

-

Birmingham - Edinburgh

42

easyJet (7)

Jersey - London LCY

11

-

Edinburgh - London LHR

41

British Airways (18)

Cardiff - Anglesey

10

Eastern Airways (5) from 19 October

Birmingham - Glasgow

40

easyJet (4)

Exeter - Edinburgh

10

Loganair (5)

Belfast BHD - London LCY

34

British Airways (5)

Aberdeen - Wick

9

-

Manchester - Aberdeen

34

Loganair (10), easyJet (7)

Jersey - Manchester

8

easyJet (3)

Southampton - Jersey

32

Blue Islands (13)

Birmingham - Inverness

7

Loganair (4)

Southampton - Manchester

31

Eastern Airways (7)

Exeter - Newcastle

7

Loganair (6)

Manchester - Isle of Man

30

Loganair (6)

Jersey - Doncaster Sheffield

7

-

Southampton - Guernsey

29

Aurigny (14)

London SEN - Newquay

7

-

Newquay - London LHR

28

British Airways (5)

Jersey - East Midlands

7

Blue Islands (3) from 29 September

Southampton - Edinburgh

27

Loganair (13)

Isle Of Man - London LHR

7

-

Belfast BHD - Edinburgh

26

Aer Lingus (11)

London SEN - Guernsey

7

-

Belfast BHD - Leeds Bradford

25

Aer Lingus (14) starting on 1 October

Guernsey - London LHR

7

-

Southampton - Glasgow

25

Loganair (13)

Birmingham - Isle of Man

7

-

Belfast BHD - East Midlands

24

Aer Lingus (14) starting on 1 October

Jersey - Bristol

7

Blue Islands (7)

Belfast BHD - Glasgow

23

Loganair (13)

Belfast BHD - Exeter

6

Aer Lingus (4)

Edinburgh - London LCY

23

British Airways (6)

Belfast BHD - Aberdeen

6

Loganair (5)

Manchester - Exeter

22

Blue Islands (3)

Belfast BHD - Inverness

6

Loganair (4)

Manchester - Edinburgh

20

-

Belfast BHD - Doncaster Sheffield

6

-

Aberdeen - London LHR

19

British Airways (13)

Birmingham - Newquay

6

-

Liverpool - Isle of Man

19

Loganair (11)

Jersey - Exeter

6

Blue Islands (3)

Southampton - Belfast BHD

18

Eastern Airways (11)

Exeter - Guernsey

6

Aurigny (5)

Southampton - Newcastle

18

Loganair (11), Eastern Airways (5)

Exeter - Glasgow

5

Loganair (begins 28 March 2021)

Birmingham - Aberdeen

17

Loganair (6)

Cardiff - Newcastle

5

-

Edinburgh - Cardiff

17

-

Exeter - London LCY

5

-

Aberdeen - Humberside

15

Eastern Airways (9)

Cardiff - Glasgow

4

-

Aberdeen - Newcastle

15

Loganair (10)

Exeter - Norwich

4

-

Aberdeen - Norwich

15

Loganair (11)

Leeds Bradford - Newquay

3

Eastern Airways (4)

Aberdeen - Teesside

15

Eastern Airways (10)

Doncaster Sheffield - Newquay

3

-

Southampton - Leeds Bradford

15

Eastern Airways (4)

Jersey - Cardiff

3

-

Edinburgh - East Midlands

13

-

Liverpool - Guernsey

2

-

Manchester - Glasgow

13

-

Jersey - Aberdeen

1

Loganair (begins 18 May 2021)

Manchester - Newquay

13

-

Jersey - Teesside

1

-

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics for September 2019 and September 2020
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St. Petersburg close to 20 million passengers in 2019; domestic routes
dominate but new Wizz Air base set to grow international options
St. Petersburg in western Russia is considerably closer to
Helsinki (303 kilometres), Tallinn (310 kilometres) and
Riga (480 kilometres) than it is to Moscow (639
kilometres). The airport serving Russia’s second biggest
city (with a population of around 5.4 million), is known
as Pulkovo Airport (named after the nearby hills) and is
located 23 kilometres south of the city centre.
Almost 20 million passengers in 2019
While domestic traffic has grown every year since 2007,
from just under three million passengers to over 12
million in 2019, international traffic fell in 2015 and 2016
resulting in total traffic of around 13.3 million in 2016.
Demand rebounded by almost 22% in 2017, 12% in 2018
and 8% in 2019, resulting in the airport handling almost
19.6 million passengers in 2019.
Despite the recent recovery of international traffic,
domestic demand still accounts for over 60% of the
airport’s traffic. This may change in the coming years as
the airport has been negotiating with Russian authorities
to operate a local ‘open-skies’ agreement which would
allow foreign carriers to operate from countries other
than where they are based. It was reported last
September that 13 of 33 such routes had been approved.
At the time it was contemplated that Pulkovo could be
handling 35 million passengers by 2025.
July and August are peak months
The airport’s seasonality profile has remained consistent
in recent years with July and August being the peak
months. Demand in these months is almost twice as high
as in January. The latest passenger figures show that
Pulkovo welcomed 1.12 million passengers in July, 49%
fewer than in July 2019. However, this actually makes it
one of the best performing airports in Europe in July.
Moscow dominates demand
Traffic data from the airport itself, in which Germany’s
Fraport has a stake, shows that routes to Moscow’s
various airports accounted for just over five million
passenger movements in 2019, well over one-quarter of
all passengers.
Domestic routes dominate the rankings, though Antalya
in Turkey ranks second, being a hugely popular holiday
destination for Russians. New destinations from Pulkovo
in 2019, with at least 50 flights, were domestic routes to
Elista, Gelendzhik, Irkutsk and Moscow ZIA, as well as
international routes to London LTN (with Wizz Air) and
Kunming in China (with Lucky Air).
Destinations served with at least 30 flights in 2018 but
not served at all in 2019 included Alanya-Gazipasa in
Turkey, Andizhan in Uzbekistan, Girona in Spain, Gyumri
in Armenia, Oslo, Rhodes and Ulyanovsk.
Aeroflot Group accounts for almost 50% of seats
Aeroflot is by far the leading airline at Pulkovo
accounting for 38% of scheduled seat capacity in 2019.
Its in-house LCC, Pobeda, comes next with 10% of the
market. S7 Airlines has around 8% with Ural Airlines and
Regional Airlines on 4% each. The biggest foreign carriers
are Lufthansa, Belavia and Uzbekistan Airways.

service to Dubai in 2019 and Qatar Airways served Doha
daily with its A320s. Korean Air had a 5-weekly service to
Seoul. There are currently no non-stop flights to either
the US or Canada.

Long-haul flights (over 4,000 kilometres) are mainly to
Chinese airports. However, Emirates offered 6-weekly

Apart from Lucky Air, other new carriers to serve
Pulkovo in 2019 were SmartWings (from Prague) and
SunExpress (from Izmir in Turkey).

Wizz Air, which began flights from Budapest to Pulkovo
in August 2017, added London LTN service in October
2019. Between now and the end of 2020 it plans to open
a base at Pulkovo, adding 13 new routes, including four
in Italy and three in Scandinavia. The other planned new
routes are Bratislava, Bucharest, Malta, Salzburg, Sofia
and Vilnius.
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Corendon
EindhovenAirlines
popular...with Ryanair, Transavia and Wizz Air
Located in the south of the Netherlands, Eindhoven is around
100 kilometres south-east of Amsterdam and just over 100
kilometres west of Düsseldorf. The airport has grown rapidly
since 2001 when fewer than 300,000 passengers used the
airport. Just 18 years later this had risen to over 6.5 million.
Since 2010 the airport has reported annual growth of at least
9% every year.
Ryanair first began serving Eindhoven in 2002 from London
STN. Rome CIA flights followed in 2004, with Dublin and Milan
BGY added in 2005. The airport became a designated base in
2013. The base was closed in November 2018 but the vast
majority of routes were kept, now operated by aircraft based
at the other end of the route. In 2019, Ryanair flights
accounted for 41% of scheduled seat capacity at the airport
according to Cirium Data and Analytics, with the ULCC still
operating almost 40 routes.
Transavia opened a base at Eindhoven in October 2006 and is
the second busiest carrier at the airport with 31% of seats in
2019 and almost 30 routes. Wizz Air has 24% of seats and
operated to 22 destinations in 2019, with Krakow and Kutaisi
replacing Nis and Timisoara. These three (U)LCCs accounted
for 96% of seat capacity at the airport.
During 2019 the airport welcomed three new airlines; Pegasus
Airlines began flights from Istanbul SAW in late June, Pobeda
launched flights from Moscow VKO and SunExpress added
leisure flights from both Antalya and Izmir.

Iasi is #4 in Romania; Wizz Air and Blue Air have driven rapid growth
Close to the border with Moldova in north-east Romania, the
airport serving Iasi is the country’s fourth busiest, handling
over 1.3 million passengers in 2019. As recently as 2012 the
airport was serving fewer than 200,000 annual passengers.
Traffic more than doubled in the following three years to
almost 400,000 passengers.
The following year demand more than doubled as Blue Air
expanded its offering considerably having started operating
from the airport in October 2015. That made it the leading
airline at the airport but it has since been overtaken by Wizz
Air, which made Iasi a base in July 2016.
Last year, according to Cirium Data & Analytics, Wizz Air
accounted for 49% of scheduled seat capacity and operated
14 routes, including a daily service to London LTN and 6weekly service to Milan BGY. This summer has seen the
launch of new routes to Barcelona, Bari and Turin with Verona
being added this winter.
Blue Air had just over 30% of capacity in 2019, offering flights
to 10 destinations, though it had dropped domestic flights to
Cluj-Napoca and Timisoara. It competes with Wizz Air on the
Luton route.
National carrier TAROM is present in Iasi with its domestic
route to Bucharest OTP accounting for most of its flights,
though it did also offer service to Cluj-Napoca, London LTN,
Tel Aviv and Timisoara in 2019.

Santorini traffic trebles since 2010; Athens route has four carriers
Santorini is a Greek island in the southern Aegean Sea around
200 kilometres south-east of the Greek mainland. The island
is popular as a holiday destination for both Greeks and
foreigners. In August 2019 the airport handled over 380,000
passengers while between December and February there are
fewer than 40,000 passengers each month.
Traffic has grown rapidly since 2012 when less than 800,000
passengers passed through the airport. Just seven years later
the number had almost trebled to just over 2.3 million. Since
2015, domestic traffic (1.23 million in 2019) has been greater
than international traffic (1.07 million in 2019.)
According to operator Fraport Greece, the four leading
international markets in 2019 were Italy (279k passengers),
the UK (269k), France (138k) and Germany (85k).
Athens is the dominant route, accounting for over 50% of
annual seat capacity, and operated by local carriers Olympic
Air and Sky Express, as well as Ryanair and Volotea. London
LGW and Rome FCO come second and third.
According to Cirium Data and Analytics the leading carriers for
international capacity in 2019 were easyJet, Volotea,
Transavia, Vueling and British Airways. easyJet served
Santorini from Geneva, London LGW, Manchester, Milan MXP
and Venice VCE. Volotea served the island from 10 airports,
six in Italy and four in France. Vueling offered three routes
from Barcelona, Florence and Rome FCO.
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Channel Islands reported record traffic in 2019; collapse of Flybe a
major blow, but BA offers Heathrow link and Blue Islands expanding
Although the Channel Islands of Guernsey and Jersey are
not technically part of the United Kingdom (UK), the UK
is constitutionally responsible for the defence of the
islands. From an aviation perspective traffic figures from
the airports serving the islands are reported by the UK
CAA and English culture and customs dominate the
islands. However, geographically, the Channel Islands are
much closer to Normandy in France than they are to the
UK.
There are three commercial airports serving the islands;
Jersey (the largest), Guernsey and Alderney. In 2019,
Alderney handled just over 53,000 passengers and the
only two commercial services were with Aurigny to
Guernsey and Southampton. Guernsey with 882,000 and
Jersey with 1.76 million passengers were considerably
busier.
2019 was record year with over 2.6 million passengers
Total combined traffic at Jersey and Guernsey has been
remarkably steady for the last 20 years, ranging between
2.29 million in 2013 to a new high of 2.64 million in
2019. Since 1998 traffic has never grown (or shrunk) by
more than 10% in any given year.
Both airports follow a typical seasonality profile with
traffic peaking in August. Jersey has a slightly higher
seasonality index with August traffic around 115% higher
than in January. For Guernsey the equivalent figure is
around 73%, based on data for 2018 and 2019.
One million passengers to/from Gatwick in 2019
Flights to the UK mainland are considered domestic and
these dominate at both Jersey and Guernsey. For both
airports the busiest route in 2019 was to London LGW
with the Jersey route welcoming 692,000 passengers
and a further 310,000 on the Guernsey route, making
just over one million in total. The link to Gatwick enables
worldwide connections to many other destinations,
though a link to Heathrow would be preferred.
BA launched Heathrow service in July
At the start of S19, Flybe began a daily service from
Guernsey to Heathrow using its Q400s. This route ceased
when Flybe (which can trace its origins back to Jersey
European Airlines) ceased operations in early March
2020. However, British Airways on 1 July transferred its
Gatwick to Jersey service to Heathrow and is now
operating up to four daily flights in September.
Southampton, which is around 200 kilometres from both
airports, and the nearest airport on the UK mainland,
accounted for a further 300,000 passengers in 2019.
Blue Islands emerges from Flybe’s shadow
In Guernsey, capacity in 2019 was split fairly evenly
between local carrier Aurigny (which operated to eight
UK airports using ATRs 72s on most routes and an E195
on the Gatwick route) and Flybe (which flew to six UK
airports). The two competed head-to-head on routes to
Jersey and Southampton.
In Jersey, Flybe offered the most flights and the most
capacity, with easyJet a close second for seats. Around
half of Flybe’s flights were operated by local carrier Blue
Islands, which is now operating in its own colours and
using its own booking system. easyJet offered flights to
Jersey from nine UK airports, including two in Scotland
and Belfast in Northern Ireland.
This August, easyJet was still serving Jersey from seven
UK airports, falling to five in September after the
suspension of seasonal service to Belfast BFS and
Newcastle. According to Cirium Data and Analytics, Blue
Islands is now offering non-stop service to four UK
mainland airports (Birmingham, Bristol, Exeter and
Southampton) as well as Guernsey. A further new route
to East Midlands, to be operated 3-weekly, appears to
be starting on 29 September.
While Blue Islands has stepped in to fill some of the void
left by the collapse of Flybe, several UK airports have, for
now at least, lost their non-stop service to Jersey. These
include Belfast BFS, Bournemouth, Cardiff, Doncaster
Sheffield, Edinburgh, Leeds Bradford, London LCY,
London SEN, Newcastle and Norwich.
Looking further ahead Blue Islands will be offering onestop flights to Dublin via Southampton from 26 October
when it introduces service from Southampton to Dublin.
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