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Welcome

As the year draws to a close, the
emergence of several effective vaccines
brings hope that 2021 will see a return
to some kind of normality for society as
a whole. Sadly, the rise in European
cases in the run-up to Christmas
suggests it will be an extremely tough
winter for Europe’s airlines, airports
and associated businesses.
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Rising COVID cases spell bad news for
winter air travel despite vaccine hope
The good news is that various vaccines have been created that
appear to be effective in protecting people from COVID-19.
However, there is a clear priority as to which sections of society
are going to be the first to receive the vaccines. Adults under
the age of 60 who are in good health (which constitutes the
vast majority of people who travel by air), come quite a long
way down the list, so it may be a while yet before much
changes with regard to air travel.
This is especially true in Europe, where new cases and deaths
are actually rising and reaching record numbers in some
countries. And we haven’t even got to Christmas yet, when
many countries are allowing a relaxation of the rules to allow
families to be together. Health professionals are already
warning that this is likely to have significant repercussions in
January and February, based on the evidence of the US after
the Thanksgiving holiday over there.
Passengers down over 80% at Ryanair, SAS and Wizz Air
Analysis of October passenger figures for over 400 airports
across Europe reveals that many of Europe’s previously busiest
airports are seeing demand down over 80% compared with
2019. The two main countries doing
rather better than the rest are Russia
and Turkey, which both benefit from big
domestic markets and popular domestic
holiday destinations that require flights
to reach them because of the size of the
country.

looks increasingly likely, could also have significant
consequences for international air travel to and from the UK.
International recovery still very slow and faltering
A comparison of traffic trends in domestic and international
markets for several European countries, as well as Australia,
China, India and the US clearly shows how domestic traffic has
been recovering more quickly than international traffic. The
most extreme example of this is in China where September
data shows that domestic passenger numbers were down just
2% compared with September 2019, while international traffic
was down almost 97%.
Most of Europe’s domestic markets have seen a deterioration
since a peak in August, whereas China, India and the US have
seen slow but steady improvements.
In terms of international traffic recovery, only Turkey has seen
demand at or above 30% of last year’s level in September,
October and November. Bad though China’s figure of just 3.1%
in September is, it was ‘beaten’ by Australia. There,
international traffic was at just 1.8% of last September’s figure,
a level that shows no sign of changing any time soon.

Figures already published for November
show things have got worse as a result
of the rising cases and increased travel
restrictions and local lockdowns. Four of
Europe’s biggest airlines have reported
November traffic data. Ryanair’s
passenger numbers are down 82% to
two million, Turkish Airlines has seen
passenger numbers fall 65%, also to two
million (with a load factor of 62%), and
Wizz Air has reported carrying 456,000
passengers (down 85%) at a load factor
of 68%. SAS reported that it carried
331,000 passengers in November, a
decrease of 86%. Even more alarming
was the passenger load factor of just
25.3%, not helped by the need to keep
operating long-haul services for freight,
when there is little demand for
passengers on these routes.

In this issue we analyse some global
demand trends and take a closer look Small boost from Christmas?
at some of the airlines that have been Flight data from Eurocontrol for the first
leading the way in 2020. Stay safe!
couple of weeks in December, shows a
small uptick in flights compared with

Ralph Anker November, which is likely to continue
ralph@anker-report.com through the Christmas and New Year
period. However, travel demand for the
rest of January and February is likely to
be low, especially as the traditional ski
season will be hit hard by a variety of
international travel bans.
UK holidaymakers discovered last week
that the Canary Islands were no longer
on the list of UK ‘travel corridors’ which
did not require returning tourists to
quarantine. A ‘no-deal’ Brexit, which
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Almost 40 new routes launched in last month
The ANKER Report’s New European Route Database
(NERD) file has identified 39 new services, involving
European airports, which were launched during the last
four weeks. Many of these were new domestic services
in Russia (Nordwind Airlines and Utair) and Norway
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(thanks to Wizz Air). London’s Heathrow welcomed two
new carriers, Blue Air from Romania and Loganair from
Scotland, and had been hoping to welcome SpiceJet
from India, but the latter has been postponed for now.

made brave moves into new long-haul markets during
the last month.

KLM (to Zanzibar), Virgin Atlantic (to Islamabad) and
Xiamen Airlines (linking Xiamen with Moscow SVO) all

Wizz Air (see page 12 for more analysis) began the most
new routes (12) and added three new destinations to
their ever-growing route map; Brindisi in Italy, Gibraltar
and Harstad/Narvik in Norway.
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After 23 years of operation Ryanair finally makes Paris Beauvais a
base; has served almost 80 destinations since 1997, Porto #1 route
Ryanair finally made Paris BVA a designated base on 3
December 2020 when it stationed two 737-800s at the
airport, which is located some 85 kilometres northnorthwest of Paris. Despite not being a base until now,
Beauvais ranked 21st among all Ryanair’s airports in
2019, based on seat capacity, with over 1.73 million oneway seats. Last year the airport handled 3.98 million
passengers in total, making it France’s ninth busiest.
Almost 80 routes tried since 1997
Ryanair first began serving Beauvais in May 1997 from its
home base in Dublin. Other routes followed from
Glasgow PIK (October 1997), Shannon (February 2002),
Milan BGY (February 2003), Stockholm NYO (April 2003),
Rome CIA (January 2004) and Girona (February 2004).
Since then over 70 further destinations have been
added, though not all have been successful. In S19, a
total of 40 destinations were served. In 2013, the year
when Ryanair’s capacity at the airport peaked, it served
almost 50 destinations during the peak summer period.
In 2016, Ryanair reduced its capacity at the airport by 9%
followed by a 14% reduction in 2017. Capacity was then
virtually unchanged in 2018 and 2019 with the network
remaining very stable. However, rival Wizz Air increased
capacity by 50% between 2017 and 2019, and now
accounts for almost 20% of the airport’s seats while
Ryanair is responsible for almost 80%.
Porto is top route by ASKs in 2019
The average weekly frequency across Ryanair’s 40 routes
in 2019 was 4.6, with nine routes served at least daily.
With 16 weekly flights and a sector length of 1,240
kilometres, Porto is the biggest route in terms of ASKs
for Ryanair at Beauvais. It is one of three Portuguese
routes (shown in green) in the top 15 of routes by ASKs,
which also features three Moroccan routes (blue), three
Italian routes (red) and three Spanish routes (orange).
The remaining top 15 routes are to Dublin (Ireland),
Thessaloniki (Greece) and Warsaw WMI (Poland).
Ryanair’s longest route in S19 was to Tenerife TFS (at
2,860 kilometres) but this route has since been dropped
leaving Marrakech as the longest current route (at 2,160
kilometres). The shortest route is the 3-weekly domestic
service to Beziers in the south of France, which launched
in 2011 and is just 690 kilometres away.
Newest route is Paphos
This winter saw the launch of a new route to Paphos in
Cyprus at the end of October, though this was quickly
suspended due to the second lockdown in France in
November.
Further analysis of Ryanair’s online booking tool suggests
that routes to Bratislava (in Slovakia), Prague (in the
Czech Republic) and Stockholm NYO (in Sweden) have
been suspended and will not be returning in 2021.

Ryanair’s network developments from Paris BVA 2006-2020
Year

New destinations served by Ryanair from Beauvais

Destinations no longer served

2006

Madrid, Porto

-

2007

Alicante, Bremen, Pisa, Valencia

-

2008

Bournemouth, East Midlands, Liverpool, Marseille, Reus

-

2009

Alghero, Bologna, Bratislava, Cagliari, Oslo TRF, Trapani

Bremen, Valencia

2010

Barcelona, Bari, Edinburgh, Faro, Gothenburg GSE, Fez, Kaunas, Krakow, Malaga, Marrakech,
Nador, Oslo RYG, Pau, Santander, Seville, Tangier, Valencia, Verona, Zaragoza

Bournemouth, East Midlands, Liverpool

2011

Beziers, Brindisi, Lamezia Terme, Manchester, Parma, Pescara, Tenerife TFS, Turin, Venice VCE

Alghero, Oslo TRF, Shannon

2012

Budapest, Carcassonne, Knock, Palma de Mallorca, Pula, Warsaw WMI, Wroclaw, Vilnius

Lamezia Terme, Parma, Pau, Reus, Venice VCE

2013

Alghero, Lanzarote, Lisbon, Oujda, Rabat, Trieste, Warsaw WAW, Zadar

Kaunas, Knock, Verona

2014

Figari, Shannon, Thessaloniki

Carcassonne, Glasgow PIK, Marseille, Turin, Warsaw WAW

2015

Gothenburg GOT, Palermo

Edinburgh, Gothenburg GSE, Pula, Santander, Trieste

2016

-

Alghero, Gothenburg GOT, Oslo RYG, Trapani

2017

-

Lanzarote, Pescara, Shannon

2018

Malta, Prague

Malaga, Manchester

2019

Poznan, Sofia

Zadar (will resume in March 2021)

2020

Manchester, Paphos, Vienna (previously operated by Lauda)

Girona, Tenerife TFS

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics for January 2006 to December 2020.
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Latest European route news
Routes launched (14 Nov to 11 Dec)
airBaltic (IATA code BT) on 1 December expanded its
Vilnius network by launching 2-weekly (Tuesday and
Saturday) service to Kiev KBP using its A220-300s. The
non-stop service is currently only listed in schedule data
until the end of March. No other carrier currently
connects these two airports, though Wizz Air is
operating between Vilnius and Kiev IEV with 2-weekly
flights. Ryanair is set to resume its service between
Vilnius and Kiev KBP at the end of March 2021.
According to Cirium Data and Analytics, Ukraine
International Airlines is also set to resume service on
the route at the end of next March. It previously
operated the route with between one and two daily
flights. The two capitals are only around 600 kilometres
apart. This summer, airBaltic served ten destinations
non-stop from Vilnius; Amsterdam, Berlin TXL, Dublin,
Dubrovnik, London LGW, Munich, Oslo, Paris CDG, Riga
and Tallinn.
Azur Air (IATA code ZF) began a new domestic service
from Moscow VKO to Novokuznetsk on 6 December.
The 3,150-kilometre route will be operated weekly
(Sundays) using the airline’s 737-800s. Novokuznetsk is
the closest city to the Sheregesh ski resort, which is
located on the snow-covered slopes of the Gornaya
Shoria region. Indirect competition comes from Aeroflot
(9-weekly from Moscow SVO), Nordwind Airlines (3weekly from Moscow SVO and launched last month) and
S7 Airlines (daily from Moscow DME). According to
planespotters.net, Azur Air has a fleet of 32 Boeing
aircraft of which 24 are currently parked, leaving one
active 737-800 and seven active 767-300s. The airline’s
website is currently showing 12 destinations bookable
from Moscow, including international routes to Antalya,
Cayo Coco (Cuba), Male (Maldives) and Zanzibar
(Tanzania).

Blue Air (IATA code 0B) chose 1 December (Romania’s
National Day) as the day to launch its first ever service to
London LHR. The 2,100-kilometre route from Bucharest
will operate daily using the airline’s 737-800s. Flagcarrier TAROM competes with a 4-weekly service, while
British Airways will resume flights on the route in time
for Christmas. Blue Air previously connected Bucharest
with London LTN. It is not clear how the airline acquired
the slots for Heathrow.

BFS to Tenerife TFS (2-weekly from 5 December,
competing with Jet2.com), Edinburgh to Lanzarote (2weekly from 5 December, competing with Jet2.com and
Ryanair), Glasgow to Tenerife TFS (2-weekly from 5
December, competing with Jet2.com and TUI Airways)
and Glasgow to Gran Canaria (2-weekly from 11
December, competing with Jet2.com and TUI Airways).
At over 3,000 kilometres, all four of these routes now
rank among easyJet’s top 25 longest routes this winter.
KLM (IATA code KL) now serves Zanzibar in Tanzania
with 2-weekly flights from Amsterdam. The route
launched on 10 December and operates as a ‘triangle’
route, returning via Dar Es Salaam (also in Tanzania).
One of the airline’s 787-9s will be used on the route.
According to Cirium Data and Analytics, the only other
non-stop services from Europe to Zanzibar in December
are all offered by Russian carriers, with Azur Air offering
service from five different airports.
Loganair (IATA code LM) on 1 December became
another new carrier at London LHR when it transferred
its Isle Of Man service from London LCY to Heathrow.
The 400-kilometre route will be flown 6-weekly using 49seat ERJ-145s and faces no direct competition. This is the
only Heathrow route currently served by an aircraft with
fewer than 100 seats. Loganair already serves Liverpool
(11-weekly) and Manchester (6-weekly) from Isle Of
Man. In the last decade a number of other carriers have
connected the Isle Of Man with various London airports.
British Airways operated a London LCY service from May
2012 to August 2020 and also operated to Heathrow
earlier this year. Flybe operated multiple-daily flights to
Gatwick until March 2014, before serving Heathrow
from April to October last year. The regional carrier also
served Luton until October 2013 and even served
Stansted between March 2015 and March 2016. Finally,
easyJet served Gatwick from October 2012 until earlier
this year (and returning from 11 February 2021) and its
home base of Luton from April 2017 to May 2020
(resuming 28 March 2021). Phew!
Nordwind Airlines (IATA code N4) during the last four
weeks celebrated the launch of four new Russian
domestic routes and one international route. The new
domestic routes, all started 2-weekly using 737-800s
between 17 and 19 November, are Krasnoyarsk to
Sochi/Adler, Perm to Sochi/Adler (competing with
Pobeda), Kazan to Mineralnye Vody (competing with
Pegas Fly) and St. Petersburg to Kemerovo. The two
Sochi routes will see frequency increase to 3-weekly in
late December. The new international route is from
Samara to Istanbul IST, which will also operate 2-weekly.
The 2,100-kilometre route was previously served before
the pandemic by Turkish Airlines, which plans to resume
4-weekly service on the route next March according to
Cirium Data and Analytics

Pegas Fly (IATA code EO) on 17 November introduced
service between Nizhnekamsk and Sochi/Adler using its
E190s. The 1,605-kilometre route faces no direct
competition. Pegas Fly will operate the route up to 3weekly until 12 January according to Cirium Data and
Analytics. Nizhnekamsk is close to Naberezhnye Chelny,
from which the airport derives its IATA 3-letter code of
NBC. According to the airport’s website, Nordwind
Airlines will also soon be operating the route, while
Pobeda services will resume at the end of March.
Pobeda (IATA code DP) on 20 November began 2-weekly
(Fridays and Sundays) service between Ufa and Istanbul
IST using its 737-800s. Competition on the 2,490kilometre route comes from Nordwind Airlines which
also operates a 2-weekly service. Pobeda also serves
Istanbul IST from Moscow VKO (8-weekly) and Kazan (3weekly). With a total of 13 weekly flights in December,
Istanbul IST is the airline’s leading international
destination ahead of Istanbul SAW (9-weekly) and
Antalya (7-weekly).

Ryanair (IATA code FR) has added just one new route to
its network during the last four weeks, and even that is a
resumption. On 2 December, the Irish carrier began 4weekly service between Barcelona and Lanzarote,
competing directly with Vueling’s 4-weekly service on
the 1,980-kilometre route. The route was previously
operated by Ryanair between September 2010 and
March 2018. Ryanair also connects Barcelona this winter
with three other airports in the Canary Islands;
Fuerteventura, Gran Canaria and Tenerife TFN, all of
which are served 2-weekly.
S7 Airlines (IATA code S7) introduced a weekly (Sunday)
service between its main base at Moscow DME and Paris
ORY on 15 November. The inaugural flight was operated

easyJet (IATA code U2) has added four new routes
between the UK and the Canary Islands, which all
launched in early December. The new routes are Belfast
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Latest European route news
by a 737-800, but since 6 December A320neos have
been used on the route. According to Cirium Data and
Analytics, frequency is set to increase to daily from the
end of March 2021. Indirect competition is currently
provided by Air France and Aeroflot who are both
operating 2-weekly between Paris CDG and Moscow
SVO. This time last year both these carriers were
operating multiple daily flights on the route.

Saturdays and Tuesdays, with frequency increasing in
early January to at least 6-weekly flights.

TUI fly Deutschland (IATA code X3) began connecting
Düsseldorf and Pristina on 28 November. The 1,450kilometre route will be served either weekly or 2-weekly
until the end of January. Competition comes from
Eurowings which currently offers a weekly (Saturday)
service. The TUI service appears to be specifically for a
tour operator as it is not bookable on the company’s
website, which actually offers flights on Eurowings.
Ural Airlines (IATA code U6) launched three new
international routes in early December, all operated by
A320s. On 5 December it began weekly (Saturday)
service from Moscow ZIA to Yerevan in Armenia,
followed on 6 December by weekly (Sunday) service
between Moscow ZIA and Dubai, as well as Rostov-onDon and Yerevan.
Utair (IATA code UT) has added two more domestic
routes from St. Petersburg. On 5 December it launched 3
-weekly service to Grozny, followed on 10 December by
the start of weekly (Thursday) service to Anapa. Both
routes will be operated by the carrier’s 737-800s. The
2,110-kilometre Grozny route faces no competition
while the 1,720-kilometre route to Anapa is also served
4-weekly by Aeroflot.
The first of three new routes between the UK and
Pakistan was launched by Virgin Atlantic on Thursday 10
December, when it began 4-weekly service between
Manchester and Islamabad using its 787-9s. The route
was previously operated daily by Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA). However, the Pakistani national carrier
was banned from European airspace for six months
starting July 2020 due to safety concerns. However, the
UK CAA allowed it to resume flights to Birmingham and
Manchester in mid-August using aircraft wet-leased
from Hi Fly. PIA’s website is currently showing two
flights per week from Manchester to Islamabad, on
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Volotea (IATA code V7) on 20 November launched a new
Italian domestic route between Naples and Venice VCE.
There were six flights on the 540-kilometre route up to 8
December, before a break and then resuming on 18
December with daily flights until 10 January. After that,
the service is planned to be 4-weekly before increasing
to 6-weekly in late February. Got that? Ryanair already
connects these two airports with frequency varying in
December and January from 2-weekly to daily. easyJet,
which used to operate the route with 3-daily flights, is
currently offering a number of flights around Christmas
and New Year before planning to resume regular service
on 1 February.
Wizz Air (IATA codes W6 and W9) has launched, we
believe, a total of 12 new routes during the last four
weeks. Of these, eight are domestic routes in Norway, 3
are international routes from the UK and one is an Italian
domestic route. Starting with the Norwegian domestic
routes, Wizz Air added five new routes from its new Oslo
base; to Ålesund, Bodø, Harstad/Narvik, Haugesund
and Stavanger. SAS and Norwegian currently compete
on all of these routes, which range in length from the
340-kilometre route to Haugesund to the 960-kilometre
route to Harstad/Narvik. Harstad/Narvik is a new
airport for Wizz Air. The three other Norwegian routes
started by the carrier were between Tromsø and
Stavanger (at 1,360-kilometres one of the longest
domestic routes in western Europe that does not involve
travelling over a body of water), Trondheim and
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Stavanger, and Trondheim and Tromsø. Of these, only
the Trondheim to Stavanger route is currently served by
another carrier, in this case SAS. In Italy, Wizz Air added
a new domestic route from its Milan MXP base to
Brindisi (in the ‘high-heel’ of the country), which is also a
new airport for the carrier. The first flight was on 10
December and according to the airline’s on-line booking
tool, frequency is set to settle down at 4-weekly by the
end of January. Two of the three new international
routes from the UK were from London LGW to
Fuerteventura (2-weekly from 4 December, operating
Mondays and Fridays) and London LGW to Tenerife TFS
(3-weekly from 5 December, operating Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays). Both of these Canary Island
routes were launched after the UK government lifted its
semi-lockdown at the beginning of December. Both
routes are also operated by easyJet and TUI Airways.
Finally, on 11 December Wizz Air began a 2-weekly
(Mondays and Fridays) service between its London LTN
base and Gibraltar, its first ever flight to that
destination. This is a route previously operated by
easyJet and which the carrier will resume 2-weekly from
the end of March 2021 according to its website.

Xiamen Air (IATA code MF) began a 2-weekly service on
24 November from Xiamen to Moscow SVO using 7879s. The 7,200-kilometre route is currently only listed to
operate until the end of 2020 for a total of 12 flights.
Xiamen Air also serves Amsterdam (2-weekly) and
London LHR (weekly) this winter with non-stop flights
from Xiamen.
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Greek domestic market ranked #9 in Europe; growth of 70% since
2013 started by Ryanair, but Sky Express now #2 with jets coming
Among Europe’s domestic air travel markets, Greece
ranked ninth in 2019 (see Issue 60, page 6), behind
Turkey, Spain, Russia (Europe), Italy, Germany, France,
UK and Norway, but ahead of Sweden, Portugal, Finland,
Denmark, Poland and Romania. Based on scheduled seat
capacity data for September 2019, Greece’s biggest
carrier, Aegean Airlines, and its regional subsidiary
Olympic Air, accounted for two-thirds of domestic
capacity.
Domestic market up 70% since 2013
Looking at passenger data from HCAA (Hellenic Civil
Aviation Authority) shows that domestic demand has
followed something of a rollercoaster over the last 25
years. Between 1998 and 2000 demand increased
rapidly before falling back in the following two years.
Growth was steadier and more stable from 2002 to
2009, but then suffered four successive years of decline
so that local passengers in 2013 were below the level of
1999.
However, the last six years have shown consistent
growth, initially at 20% in both 2014 and 2015, before
slowing in subsequent years. Last year saw a record 17
million passengers passing through Greek airports on
domestic flights. The vast majority of these were on
flights to or from Athens, which accounted for 91% of
domestic passengers last year.
Traffic peaks in July and August
Last year, 7.75 million domestic passengers passed
through Athens Airport. Demand peaked in July and
August at just over 900,000 per month, with around half
that number using the airport in January and February.
As can be seen in the graph, domestic demand started to
recover from the pandemic in May and reached almost
500,000 passengers in August. Compared with 2019,
domestic demand at Athens was down 56% in July, 47%
in August, 58% in September, 60% in October and 80% in
November.
Ryanair stimulates market
The rapid growth in the Greek domestic market in 2014
and 2015 can be attributed to the arrival of Ryanair, who
opened a base at Athens in April 2014. The first batch of
six routes that summer included three domestic routes
to Chania, Rhodes and Thessaloniki. The latter was
served with up to six daily flights. Santorini service was
added in 2015, Corfu and Mykonos in 2016, and
Heraklion in 2018.
However, Chania and Rhodes services ended in May
2018, while Thessaloniki flights continued into March
2019, leaving Santorini as the airline’s last Greek
domestic route. This route was suspended in early
November 2019. The relative robustness of the domestic
market saw Ryanair resume domestic flights to Chania
and Santorini in July 2020 with operations continuing
into October.
Sky Express acquires first A320 series aircraft

originally Jetstream 41s, and more recently, ATR 42-500s
and 42-700s.

Top 3 routes all over one million passengers in 2019

Last year, Sky Express had overtaken Ryanair to be the
second biggest domestic carrier at Athens carrying
almost one million passengers. Founded in 2005, the
Athens-headquartered carrier had until now only
operated turboprop aircraft on its domestic network,

Despite the pandemic, the airline has taken the bold step
of acquiring its first jet, a brand new 186-seat A320neo
(registration SX-IOG), with another example set to be
delivered shortly. The new aircraft also shows off the
company’s new corporate identity.

Figures from Athens Airport show that the top three
domestic routes (to Thessaloniki, Santorini and
Heraklion) all generated over one million passengers in
2019, with Rhodes and Chania routes generating over
500,000 passengers. The top three routes accounted for
46% of all domestic passengers in Athens.
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Turkish Airlines has 30% of seats at Istanbul SAW; was offering flights
to almost 60 destinations in 2019; capacity back to ‘normal’ by S21
Turkish Airlines’ main base at Istanbul IST was Europe’s
busiest airport in October, handling 1.93 million
passengers (down 69% on October 2019). The Star
Alliance carrier is the dominant carrier at the facility
accounting for almost 80% of seat capacity according to
Cirium Data and Analytics. However, Istanbul’s other
airport, Sabiha Gökçen (SAW), was close behind,
handling 1.90 million passengers, just 39% fewer than in
the corresponding month last year.
Turkish Airlines has 30% of capacity at Sabiha Gökçen
While Istanbul’s second airport, located on the Asian
side of Istanbul, while the new airport is on the
European side of the city, is best known as the home
base for Pegasus Airlines, the national carrier also has a
significant presence at the airport. Since 2015 it has
accounted for around 30% of seat capacity at the airport
and in S19 offered non-stop flights to almost 60
destinations, of which 31 are within Turkey. Between
them, Pegasus Airlines and Turkish Airlines account for
over 90% of capacity at SAW.
This summer, all international flights from SAW were
transferred to Turkish Airlines’ subsidiary Anadolujet,
which, according to planespotters.net, operates a fleet
of over 30 737-800s all in an all-economy configuration
of either 186 or 189 seats. Some of its fleet are actually
operated by SunExpress, the joint venture carrier formed
by Turkish Airlines and Lufthansa. Anadolujet also
operates with IATA code TK, so no changes are noticed in
schedule data.
The airline’s six longest sectors from SAW include five to
destinations in the Middle East (Bahrain, Dammam,
Dubai, Jeddah and Riyadh) and London LGW. All are
under 3,000 kilometres.
More than 10 daily flights on several domestic routes
In terms of weekly ASKs (Available Seat Kilometres) eight
of the top 15 routes in August 2019 were domestic, with
Trabzon leading the way. The top four are all domestic
routes with Antalya, Bodrum and Izmir averaging more
than 10 daily flights last summer with Turkish Airlines.
The leading international routes by ASKs are Kuwait,
Jeddah, Ercan (in the disputed territory of northern
Cyprus) and Dubai, followed by London LGW, Paris CDG
and Riyadh.
Pegasus Airlines competes directly on all eight of the
domestic routes in the top 15, as well as most of the
leading international destinations, with the exception of
London LGW and Paris CDG.
39 routes operating now, 56 by next April
According to Cirium Data and Analytics, Turkish Airlines
is still operating 39 routes from SAW in December. This
includes three new routes launched this year to Berlin
BER (replacing Tegel), Cologne Bonn (a resumption) and
London STN. Most of the ‘lost’ routes are set to resume
before the middle of 2021, but current schedule data
suggests that five routes operated in August 2019 have
been dropped.
Three of these are domestic routes (to Adiyaman, Agri
and Igdir), while two are international routes. These are
Berlin TXL and London LGW, which have been replaced
by new services in 2020 to Berlin BER and London STN.

Planned capacity up 1% in August 2021 versus 2019
Currently, Turkish Airlines’ capacity at SAW in August
2021 is set to be 1.4% higher than in August 2019,
despite a 6% reduction in flights. This is because of the
use of the single-class, higher-density 737-800s operated
by Anadolujet and SunExpress, compared with Turkish
Airlines’ 737-800s and A320s which were used on the
routes in 2019.

Turkish Airlines’ network developments from Istanbul SAW 2013-2020
Year

New destinations served by Turkish Airlines from Istanbul SAW

Destinations no longer served

2013

Amsterdam, Diyarbakir, Düsseldorf, Elazig, Ercan, Frankfurt, Gaziantep, Hamburg, Hatay, Kars, Konya,
Kuwait, London LGW, Mardin, Milan MXP, Paris CDG, Samsun Carsamba, Sirnak, Tehran IKA, Tel Aviv,
Tbilisi, Van, Vienna

-

2014

Astrakhan, Berlin TXL, Brussels BRU, Munich, Sarajevo, Stavropol

-

2015

Adiyaman, Baghdad, Bahrain, Baku, Barcelona, Cologne Bonn, Dammam, Denizli, Dubai, Erbil,
Kapadokya, Malatya, Ordu-Giresun, Rome FCO, Sanliurfa, Stuttgart, Tokat, Usaq, Venice VCE

Astrakhan, Hamburg, Sarajevo, Stavropol

2016

Abu Dhabi, Agri, Copenhagen, Jeddah, Madinah, Riyadh, Stockholm ARN

-

2017

Amasya, Igdir, Erzincan

Abu Dhabi, Baku, Copenhagen, Erbil, Stockholm ARN, Tokat,

2018

Baku, Batman, Doha

Amasya, Cologne Bonn, Kiev KBP

2019

Erbil

-

2020

Berlin BER, Cologne Bonn, London STN

Dammam, Doha

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics for January 2012 to December 2020.
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Pobeda sees Russian domestic leisure traffic drive passenger growth
in second half of 2020; fleet of 30 737-800s being kept over 90% full
Launched in December 2014 as Aeroflot’s second
attempt at an in-house LCC, the Moscow VKO based
carrier has grown rapidly and appears to be the only
significant airline in Europe that looks likely to have seen
an increase in passengers in the second half of 2020,
compared with the same period in 2019.
Pobeda (meaning victory) currently operates a fleet of 30
189-seat 737-800s with an average age of less than four
years, according to planespotters.net.
Over 10 million passengers carried in 2019
According to Russian government statistics, Pobeda
carried 10.29 million passengers in 2019, an increase of
43.2% over the 7.18 million carried in 2018. Average load
factor was an impressive 94% in both years.
The first three months of 2020 continued to show
impressive growth, before Russia was hit by the
pandemic in April and May. With international travel
severely limited, Russian tourists were now expected to
find holiday destinations in their own country.
Pobeda, as a low-cost carrier, was able to stimulate
demand to local leisure destinations, particularly on the
Black Sea, and in July its capacity was already above that
of the previous July. Government statistics confirm that
Pobeda carried 1.04 million passengers in July, up 1.6%
compared with July 2019.
More passengers than Aeroflot in November
In August the carrier welcomed 1.20 million passengers,
up 17% on the previous year, while September saw 1.14
million (+18%) and October 1.04 million (+11%).
October’s load factor was an impressive 91.5%.
The most recent data for November shows that the
carrier handled 873,740 passengers, basically the same
as last year. This was more than even parent company
Aeroflot carried. However, throughout the last six
months the busiest Russian airline has actually been S7
Airlines.
Rapid growth in St. Petersburg
When Pobeda launched in W14/15 its route network
focussed on domestic routes from Moscow VKO. The
following summer saw the addition of mostly lowfrequency leisure routes to the Black Sea airports of
Anapa and Sochi/Adler.
The airline started St. Petersburg services in W15 and
focussed initially on seasonal winter routes. However, by
S18 it was serving 15 destinations from Russia’s second
biggest city, including three international routes to
Cologne Bonn, Pisa and Tbilisi. For S19 capacity was
increased from St. Petersburg by 50%, but the route
network was now entirely domestic.
Moscow network shrinks but capacity grows
This summer has seen Pobeda reduce its network from
Moscow VKO with many international routes not
resuming after the pandemic. However, capacity on
existing domestic routes was increased significantly. In
addition, new domestic routes were added from
Vnukovo to Izhevsk (in August), Kurgan (in October),
Stavropol (in July) and Voronezh (in June).
Of the airline’s top 10 routes by ASKs during the peak
summer month of August, nine were from its Vnukovo
base, with the Sochi/Adler route well out in front of all
other routes. Served on average with eight daily flights
this summer, the Sochi route proved popular with
Russian staycationers. The biggest route involving St.
Petersburg was to Ekaterinburg, which operated 2-daily
this summer. The route between the airline’s two main
bases of Moscow VKO and St. Petersburg (shown in pale
blue) was served with 40 weekly flights.
International flights to five countries in August
Although international services were severely curtailed
by the pandemic and travel restrictions, according to
Cirium Data and Analytics, Pobeda was still offering
flights (at least in August) from Vnukovo to the Czech
Republic (Karlovy Vary), Germany (Berlin TXL), Italy
(Milan BGY, Rimini, Rome FCO and Venice TSF), Latvia
(Riga) and Turkey (Alanya-Gazipasa, Antalya and Istanbul
SAW). Other international routes are set to resume this
winter including Dubai DXB, Gyumri in Armenia, Istanbul
IST and Larnaca. At least for now, Pobeda’s network
from St. Petersburg remains entirely domestic.
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Corendon
Airlines
Isle Of Man
regains...Heathrow link thanks to Loganair
Situated between the north-west of England and Ireland, the
Isle Of Man is a self-governing British Crown dependency, and
is probably best known globally for its annual motor bike TT
races, which take place on 61 kilometres of public road
around the island. Sadly these were cancelled in 2020 and
have already been cancelled for 2021, which is bad news for
the local economy.
The airport serving the island, which has a population of
around 85,000, is located at Ronaldsway, around 10
kilometres southwest of the capital, Douglas. The runway is
2,110 metres in length.
Passenger numbers grew steadily between the mid-90s and
2005, when the airport handled 800,000 passengers. Traffic
then declined during the next five years to around 675,000.
Since 2010 demand has been increasing again, reaching a
record 855,000 in 2019.
Last year there were regular scheduled services by Aer Lingus
to Dublin; by British Airways to London LCY; by easyJet to
Belfast BFS, Bristol, Liverpool, London LGW and London LTN;
by Flybe to Birmingham, Liverpool, London LHR and
Manchester; and by Loganair to Edinburgh. With the demise
of Flybe and the pandemic, services this winter are limited to
Loganair offering flights to Heathrow (launched earlier this
month), Liverpool and Manchester. However, easyJet looks
set to resume its routes at the end of March, with Liverpool
and Gatwick resuming in early to mid-February.

Münster/Osnabrück home to big Lufthansa and Corendon presence
Located roughly mid-way between the cities of Münster and
Osnabrück in northwest Germany, Münster/Osnabrück
International Airport (IATA code FMO) is one of Germany’s
top 20 airports. Last year it handled just under one million
passengers, of which around 40% were on domestic flights,
mainly operated by Lufthansa to feed its Frankfurt and
Munich hubs. The rest were travelling to international
destinations in Europe and North Africa, with Antalya and
Palma de Mallorca being by far the most popular.
Back in 2000, FMO was handling almost 1.8 million
passengers, with over 500,000 on domestic flights. Between
2008 and 2013 demand dropped by almost 50% from close to
1.6 million passengers to just 850,000. In 2017, a 20%
increase in traffic was driven by rapid growth from Germania
as well as the arrival of Eurowings.
After the collapse of Germania in early 2019, Turkey’s
Corendon Airlines stepped in while Ryanair’s Lauda also grew
its presence, helped by the launch of flights to Vienna in
October 2019. According to Cirium Data and Analytics the
airport is currently welcoming Lufthansa flights to Munich
(but not Frankfurt), AIS Airlines to Berlin and Stuttgart, and
Corendon flights to a range of destinations in Greece, Spain
and Turkey.
Lufthansa service to Frankfurt, as well as Eurowings’s and
Ryanair’s services to Palma de Mallorca are currently set to
resume at the end of March 2021.

Rovaniemi dominated by Helsinki and Santa Claus flights
Rovaniemi is the administrative capital and commercial centre
of Finland's northernmost province, Lapland. The airport
serving the city is located 10 kilometres to the north and has a
3,000 metre runway which straddles the Arctic Circle.
Last year, the airport handled a record 661,000 passengers,
making it Finland’s third busiest airport after Helsinki (21.86
million) and Oulu (1.06 million). After dropping to just over
300,000 passengers in 2009 and 2010, passenger numbers
have more than doubled in the last decade, with domestic
growth (+120% since 2010) outstripping international growth
(+90%).
As the gateway to Lapland (and Santa Claus) the airport has
an unusual seasonality profile with December being almost
twice as busy as any other month (141,000 passengers in
2019), followed by January, February and March. July is the
airport’s quietest month with just 31,000 passengers in 2019.
In 2019, 70% of scheduled capacity at the airport was
operated by Finnair on a single route to Helsinki, with
Norwegian accounting for a further 20% of capacity on the
same route. The next most popular route was London LGW,
with easyJet, Norwegian and TUI Airways all offering seasonal
flights. Birmingham, Glasgow and Manchester were also all
served by seasonal flights.
Outside of Finland and the UK, the leading route was Istanbul.
Turkish Airlines offered 12 flights in December 2019.
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Wizz Air shifts focus in November to domestic routes in Norway and
Italy; London Luton remains top airport as flights down over 70%
Contrary to what schedule data submitted by airlines
would have you believe, Wizz Air was not Europe’s third
biggest airline (after Ryanair and Turkish Airlines) in
terms of seat capacity in November. Schedule data
submitted by the airline indicated that flights would be
down around 25%. The real figure, based on analysis of
Eurocontrol data is somewhere between minus 70% and
minus 80%.
At the beginning of the month flights were down just
under 50%. However, by the end of the month they
were down well over 85%, as the airline’s predominantly
international network succumbed to a lack of demand
brought about by increased lockdowns in many
European countries and more stringent quarantine rules
for international travellers. A small improvement
towards the end of November can be attributed to the
ramping up of domestic flights in Norway, which began
on 5 November.
75% of flights on just three days
During November, the share of weekly flights that Wizz
Air operated across the three busiest days of Fridays,
Saturdays and Sundays, increased from 53% in the first
week of November, to 62% in the second week, to 68%
in the third week and, finally, 75% in the fourth week.
Wizz Air is clearly responding to a rapidly diminishing
demand for travel on its routes on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays.
Domestic routes and Luton flights lead the way
Using operational data tracked by Cirium Data and
Analytics, The ANKER Report can reveal which of Wizz
Air’s routes were actually flown most in November. Of
the top 15 routes for flights, six are international routes
from its base at London LTN (shown in green) while
seven are domestic routes, all started this summer; four
in Italy and three in Norway. The two remaining routes
are Gdansk to Stockholm NYO and Dortmund to
Bucharest.
The six Luton routes included two routes to Romania
(Bucharest and Cluj-Napoca) as well as Albania (Tirana),
Bulgaria (Sofia), Moldova (Chisinau) and Poland
(Warsaw).
Despite being announced as 2-daily services, the Oslo
routes to Bergen and Trondheim, which began on 5
November, appear to have operated, on average, just
daily. Similarly, the Italian domestic routes from Milan
MXP to Catania and Palermo, which launched on 1
October with 2-daily service, operated just 24 and 18
times respectively during the 30 days of November,
according to Cirium data.
London Luton is busiest Wizz Air airport in November
Looking at airports rather than routes, Wizz Air’s busiest
airport in November was London LTN with 307
departures. The airline’s schedule data indicated plans to
operate 905 flights from the UK airport. According to
schedule data the next busiest airports in November
were supposed to be Bucharest (580 departures),
Budapest (538 departures) and Vienna (442 departures).
The actual figures for these airports were 172, 46 and
30.
Dortmund was actually the second busiest airport for
Wizz Air in November with 175 departures, just edging
out Bucharest, followed by Sofia and Gdansk. The
airports in Central and Eastern Europe are shown in pink
on the graph. Oslo, thanks to its domestic network, has
already jumped into the top 10, while another new base
in Catania ranks 11th. Tirana in Albania, another new
base for Wizz Air this summer, ranked 17th.
Another 50 new routes to start before end of 2020?
December has already seen the launch of additional
domestic routes in Norway as well as two new services
from Gatwick to the Canary Islands. Airports welcoming
Wizz Air flights for the first time in the first half of
December include Brindisi (from Milan MXP), Gibraltar
(from London LTN) and Harstad/Narvik (from Oslo).
The ANKER Report has noted that during the second half
of December, Wizz Air is planning to launch another 50,
yes 50, new routes. However, based on recent
experience it seems likely that many of these may be
delayed until some time in early 2021. To find out for
sure, check out the next issue of The ANKER Report!

The ANKER Report

Issue 63: Monday 14 December 2020

12

