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July data shows big improvement in
flights and seats compared with June
The end of July is almost here and all across Europe schools
have finished for the summer holidays and everyone is looking
forward to getting away for a well deserved holiday. Or are
they? With ever-changing travel restrictions still in place, no
sign of a relaxation in the rules for travelling from Europe to the
US, and COVID case numbers once again surging across much of
the continent, what can airlines and airports really expect from
the peak summer season?

July capacity at 63% compared with 45% in June
Analysis of planned airline schedule information, provided to
Cirium Data and Analytics, suggests a much improved situation
in July compared with June. Seat capacity is expected to be at
around 63% of July 2019 figures, compared with 45% in June.
This is supported by the latest Eurocontrol data, which shows
that flights have increased from 55.6% of their 2019 equivalent
on 1 July, to 67.7% as of 24 July. However, passenger demand is
likely to be below this figure as load factors are still some way
below normal for the majority of European airlines. For
example, Ryanair’s June load factor was 72%, Turkish Airlines’s
was 68% and Wizz Air’s was 64%. SAS reported a passenger
load factor of just 48% in June, although this was an
improvement of 12 percentage points
compared with May. In addition, yields
are still likely to be down significantly
compared with pre-pandemic levels.

Albania leads recovery, Slovakia lagging
Looking at European schedule data for July by country confirms
the trends of previous months. While all countries have seen an
improvement compared to June, the rankings have not
changed that much. Albania leads the way, as it did in June,
with Bosnia & Herzegovina, European Russia and Ukraine all
maintaining their top five status.

Greece (see page 8) has jumped from 12th to eighth, Malta has
risen seven places from 25th to 18th, while Belarus has
dropped from 29th to 38th, as several nations imposed bans on
flights to/from the country after the recent incident involving
the ‘kidnapping’ of a Ryanair flight passing through its airspace.
The top six European air travel nations (highlighted in red)
remain in the same order as in June; with Turkey leading the
way in terms of recovery, ahead of Spain, Italy, France,
Germany and the UK. The same four countries are still in the
bottom four; Finland, Ireland, Slovakia and Slovenia.
Whether the popularity of certain countries, as preferred
destinations for summer holidays, changes these rankings much
in August and September remains to be seen.

Some carriers back to 2019 levels
Four major airlines are now operating at
over 80% of their 2019 levels; KLM and
Ryanair passed the 80% mark during the
last week while Turkish Airlines is at
almost 90%. Wizz Air is now at 95% of its
flight offering from July 2019, while
Widerøe and Pegasus Airlines are doing
School holidays have started across even better.

Europe and many families are looking
forward to some time spent in a warm,
foreign country. However, travel rates
still vary significantly across the
continent
as
inconsistent
and
sometimes incomprehensible travel
restrictions continue to evolve.

Other smaller carriers are also doing
well. UK regional carrier Loganair is at
110% (having taken over a bunch of
routes from failed UK carrier Flybe)
while Volotea is at 99%. At the other
end of the scale, Aer Lingus is at just
under 27%.

But that hasn’t stopped airlines
launching over 650 new routes in
Europe in the last six weeks and almost
200 new routes in North America. We
take a closer look at demand trends as
well as flight and capacity trends.
While The ANKER Report takes a
summer break, you can still read new
content daily on our partner website at
www.airserviceone.com, from where
several regularly updated spreadsheets
on new routes and airport traffic can
also be downloaded, free of charge.
Stay safe and see you in September.
Ralph Anker (ralph@anker-report.com)

The ANKER Report

Issue 70: Monday 26 July 2021

1

666 new routes launched in six weeks in Europe by 82 airlines; 307
airports in 64 countries involved as Ryanair, Wizz Air lead the way
In the six weeks since The ANKER Report was last
published, Europe’s airlines have been extremely busy
starting a surprisingly large number of new routes. This
analysis covers the period of Saturday 12 June to Friday
23 July, a total of 42 days. In the first three days of July
alone, some 200 new routes were launched.
While The ANKER Report would like to believe that it has
identified all of the new routes launched across Europe
during this period, the reality is that several new services
are likely to have been overlooked for a variety of
reasons. Feel free to let me know via my e-mail.
Over 650 routes definitely launched in last six weeks
However, what can be said with reasonable confidence is
that at least 666 new routes involving European airports
have been identified and confirmed, as a result of
checking airline websites, published schedule data, flight
tracking websites and the airports and airlines
themselves. These routes have been launched by over 80
airlines (some from outside of Europe) and involve over
300 airports across over 60 countries. Yes, the last six
weeks has seen new routes between Europe and regions
outside of Europe, including Africa, the Middle East and
North America.
For full details of all these new routes, including weekly
frequency, aircraft type, sector length and competitor
analysis, please check out the downloadable New
European Route Database (NERD) file, which can be
downloaded free from www.anker-report.com or
www.airserviceone.com.
During these challenging times, with constantly changing
travel restrictions, airlines have had to be flexible in their
planning. As a result, route launch dates have often been
pushed back not just once, but sometimes several times.
In some cases planned routes have been completely
abandoned, at least for the foreseeable future. Airlines
would rather push back a launch date, than start a route
and then have to suspend it and then restart it, as this is
not good for an airline’s reputation and is expensive
operationally.
Ryanair and Wizz Air (who else?) lead the way
Two airlines, both ULCCs, have been much busier than
everyone else when it comes to launching new routes
during the last six weeks. With more bases spread across
Europe than their rivals, Ryanair (152 new routes) and
Wizz Air (96 new routes) alone account for 38% of all
new route launches in Europe during the period
examined. One of the consequences of this is the
growing number of routes on which they now compete
(see page 3), which has risen from 40 in 2019 to almost
150 this summer.
Other LCCs or leisure airlines fill out most of the other
places in the top 14 airlines for new routes. Four flagcarriers are present; Aegean Airlines, LOT, Lufthansa and
Royal Air Maroc but these carriers’ new routes are
mostly to/from leisure destinations in and around the
Mediterranean.
Greek airports busy welcoming new services

Seven of the top 16 airports for most new services are in
Greece (highlighted in pale blue) with a further three in
Spain (shown in orange) while Germany and Italy both
have two airports represented in the top 16. The
impressive growth in planned seat capacity at Greek
holiday airports is covered in more detail on page 8 of
this issue.
Not surprisingly, Greece leads the way as the country
celebrating the most new route launches. Western
Europe’s big five air travel countries fill the next five
places with Italy leading Spain, the UK, Germany and
France. The majority of new Greek routes were
international, whereas second-ranked Italy celebrated a
significant number of domestic routes, where each end
of the route would feature an Italian airport.
Countries that made the top 15 include Bulgaria,
Morocco and Ukraine, while countries such as Austria,
the Netherlands and Portugal all ranked outside the top
15. Maybe surprisingly, there were even eight new
routes from Europe to the US, operated by five different
carriers (Air France, Delta Air Lines, French Bee, LOT and
United Airlines). Athens, Dubrovnik and Paris all
welcomed two new US services.
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Ryanair and Wizz Air now compete head-to-head on almost 150
routes across Europe compared with just over 40 in summer 2019
Back in the pre-pandemic summer of 2019, Ryanair and
Wizz Air only competed head-to-head on 41 routes.
Those 41 routes involved 35 different airports, with
Budapest leading the way as the airport with the most
competition. The Hungarian capital saw the two ULCCs
competing directly on 12 airport-pairs.
Other airports where the two carriers went up against
each other on several routes included Sofia (seven
routes), Bucharest (six routes) and Milan BGY (five
routes). Given that Ryanair was operating some 1,850
routes that summer and Wizz Air over 600, the level of
competition between the two carriers might be
considered to be pretty minimal.
Increased direct competition this summer

Warsaw. After the second airport for the Polish capital
opened at Modlin in 2012, Ryanair and Wizz Air
competed head-to-head on many routes. Eventually,
Wizz Air relocated their Warsaw flights to Warsaw WAW,
the main (but more expensive) airport. July data shows
that 24 destinations are now being served by both
Ryanair (from Warsaw WMI) and Wizz Air (from Warsaw
WAW).

service that was previously operated by Ryanair.
However, the reverse also happens. Wizz Air connected
Poznan in Poland with Birmingham in the UK between
December 2015 and the start of the pandemic (with a
gap of eight months during 2019). It has not resumed
service between the two airports. However, on 17 July
Ryanair began 2-weekly service on the route.

Taking turns to serve markets

It will be interesting to see how this competition
develops. Ryanair still has by far the deeper pockets and
is not known for backing away from a fight. Right now
this is great news for passengers, who should take
advantage of some extremely cheap flights, while the
two carriers decide which battles they want to fight.

Interestingly, The ANKER Report has recently identified
where routes have been dropped by one of the two
carriers, and then been taken over by the other. The
route between Memmingen in southern Germany and
Lviv in Ukraine is one where Wizz Air has taken over a

More head-to-head fights to come?

However, things are changing quite rapidly. This July,
based on analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics schedule
information provided by the airlines, the two airlines are
now competing head-to-head on 147 routes, an increase
of over 250%. Now, 73 airports are seeing direct
competition between Ryanair and Wizz Air on at least
one route.
Vienna is where the battle is strongest
Vienna is now the leading battleground with the two
ULCCs competing for passengers on 36 routes, followed
by Budapest (with 22 overlapping routes) and Milan MXP
and Sofia, each with 13 overlapping routes. As of the end
of July, Ryanair is still operating around 1,850 routes,
while Wizz Air’s network has expanded to cover over 800
routes. That means that Wizz Air is now competing headto-head with Ryanair on around one-sixth of its routes.
Fighting to be the preferred ULCC in Italy
There are 17 airports across Europe where the carriers
compete directly on at least five routes. Six of these are
in Italy (shown in red), three are in Poland (shown in
green) and two are in Greece (shown in pale blue).
The other six airports are all in different countries.
Clearly, with the future of Alitalia (or whatever its
successor is going to be called) still in some doubt, both
carriers see Italy as a potentially lucrative market.
Significant indirect competition is also taking place in
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Lufthansa leads Europe’s flag-carriers for most new hub routes added
since summer of 2019; almost 700 hub routes still suspended
Maybe to the surprise of many, Europe’s financiallychallenged flag-carriers have, between them, started
almost 300 new routes from their main hubs since the
pre-pandemic summer of 2019. However, analysis by
The ANKER Report of schedule information from Cirium
Data and Analytics of 23 airlines operating from 26
airports, shows that these same airlines have currently
suspended almost 700 routes during the same period.
Lufthansa leads Air France
In terms of new hub routes added since August 2019,
Lufthansa leads the way with flights to 37 new
destinations from Frankfurt. Air France comes second
with 30 new destinations from its Paris CDG base and
LOT Polish Airlines ranks third with 26 new services,
mostly to holiday destinations in and around the
Mediterranean.
British Airways scores quite highly with 25 new services
from London LHR. However, many of these were simply
moved from Gatwick, where the national carrier now
operates just half a dozen routes to leisure destinations
in the Caribbean.
Finnair, having suspended 49 routes and added just
three, has a net loss of 46 routes, the worst of any of the
flag-carriers. Other airlines with significant net route
losses from their main hubs are British Airways at
Heathrow with a let loss of 42 routes, followed by Aer
Lingus at Dublin and Brussels Airlines in Brussels, both
with a net loss of 35 routes. Then comes Alitalia with a
net loss of 32 routes.
Looking ahead, these net losses are likely to reduce as
travel restrictions ease. Many of the suspended routes
are long-haul services to North America or Asia where
some flights are still being operated, but primarily for
cargo purposes.
Nothing new from Croatia Airlines or TAROM
Only Romania’s TAROM (from Bucharest) and Croatia
Airlines (from Zagreb) failed to launch any new services
in the last two years. Most airlines gained at least one
new route by having to shift their flights to the German
capital, from either Berlin TXL or Berlin SXF, to the new
Berlin BER.
Note that some of these new routes may have been
previously served via an intermediate point and some of
these routes may operate via an intermediate point on
the return leg.
New routes by carrier/airport:
Lufthansa at FRA (37): Bergen, Berlin BER, Bristol,
Chania, Corfu, Cork, Djerba, Fuerteventura, Gran
Canaria, Graz, Hurghada, Iasi, Jerez, Kavala, Kos, Lamezia
Terme, Ljubljana, Lviv, Male, Milan LIN*, Mykonos,
Nantes, Newcastle, Nur-Sultan^, Paphos, Ponta Delgada,
Port Harcourt, Preveza, Rhodes, Rijeka, Rzeszow,
Salzburg, Sarajevo, Tbilisi, Tenerife TFS, Varna, Yerevan.
Air France at CDG (30): Agadir, Alicante, Berlin BER,
Cayenne, Chennai, Corfu, Denver, Djerba, Faro, Fort de
France, Gran Canaria, Helsinki, Krakow, Malaga, Malta,
Milan LIN*, Monastir, Mykonos, Nouakchott, Pisa, Pointe
Noire, Pointe-a-Pitre, Rhodes, Santorini, Seville, St.
Denis, Tangier, Thessaloniki, Tianjin, Valencia.
LOT Polish Airlines at WAW (26): Athens, Batumi, Berlin
BER, Bourgas, Bydgoszcz, Chania, Dublin, Heraklion,

Ibiza, Kalamata, Kefalonia, Lamezia Terme, Malta,
Mykonos, Nur-Sultan^, Ohrid, Olbia, Palermo, Palma de
Mallorca, Rhodes, Rijeka, Santorini, Thessaloniki, Tirana,
Tivat, Zakynthos.

Montreal, Oujda, Zagreb.

British Airways at LHR (25): Alicante, Antigua, Berlin BER,
Bermuda, Bordeaux, Bridgetown, Dubrovnik, Funchal,
Grand Cayman, Heraklion, Jersey, Kos, Lahore,
Lanzarote, Malta, Menorca, Milan LIN*, Naples,
Newquay, Paphos, Pristina, Rhodes, St. Lucia,
Thessaloniki, Tirana.

Austrian Airlines at VIE (10): Barcelona, Berlin BER,
Hannover, Malaga, Milan LIN*, Nuremberg, Palma de
Mallorca, Rome FCO, Zadar, Zaporizhzhia.

Aeroflot at SVO (19): Berlin BER, Bodrum, Casablanca,
Dalaman, Dubrovnik, Gorno-Altaysk, Jaroslavl, NurSultan^, Orsk, Paphos, Pensa, Pula, Saratov, Seychelles,
Tamchy, Tokyo HND, Urgench, Varadero, Varna.

SAS at OSL (7): Barcelona, Bardufoss, Berlin BER, Kiev
KBP, Lakselv, Palanga, Palma de Mallorca.

Lufthansa at MUC (17): Berlin BER, Chania,
Fuerteventura, Geneva, Gran Canaria, Hurghada, Jerez,
Kavala, Kos, Mykonos, Paphos, Preveza, Rhodes, Tenerife
TFS, Thessaloniki, Tirana, Zakynthos.

Alitalia at FCO (6): Milan LIN*, Preveza, Santorini,
Skiathos, Tokyo HND, Zakynthos.

KLM at AMS (16): Bahrain, Belgrade, Berlin BER, Bonaire,
Cairo, Cork, Dubrovnik, Milan LIN*, Palma de Mallorca,
Poznan, Riyadh, San Jose SJO, Santiago SCL,
Southampton, Verona, Zanzibar.
SAS at CPH (16): Alicante, Barcelona, Bari, Berlin BER,
Catania, Dubrovnik, Gran Canaria, Lisbon, Los Angeles,
Montpellier, Olbia, Palermo, Pisa, Rhodes, Tivat, Tokyo
HND.
Iberia at MAD (16): Amsterdam, Berlin BER, Cali,
Caracas, Copenhagen, Edinburgh, Guayaquil, La Palma,
Ljubljana, Male, Manchester, Milan LIN*, Naples,
Palermo, Ponta Delgada, Santiago de Compostela.

Turkish Airlines at IST (12): Aktau, Berlin BER, Fergana,
Ganja, Mexico City, Mogadishu, New York EWR, NurSultan^, Tokyo HND, Turkistan, Urgench, Vancouver.
TAP Portugal at LIS (11): Agadir, Berlin BER, Cancun,
Conakry, Djerba, Fuerteventura, Ibiza, Monastir,

airBaltic at RIX (11): Bergen, Berlin BER, Corfu,
Edinburgh, Heraklion, Manchester, Naples, Pisa,
Santorini, Trondheim, Valencia.

SAS at ARN (9): Barcelona, Berlin BER, Biarritz, Chania,
Gran Canaria, Milan LIN*, Olbia, Palermo, Pula.

Brussels Airlines at BRU (7): Bari, Berlin BER, Frankfurt,
Ljubljana, Nador, Tangier, Valencia.

Air Serbia at BEG (5): Berlin BER, Geneva, Istanbul, Oslo,
Rostov-on-Don.
Aer Lingus at DUB (4): Berlin BER, Milan LIN*, Rhodes,
Santorini.
Icelandair at KEF (4): Barcelona, Berlin BER, Orlando,
Tenerife TFS.
SWISS at ZRH (4): Berlin BER, Billund, Ljubljana, Tallinn.
Finnair at HEL (3): Berlin BER, Kittila, Kuusamo.
Air Malta at MLA (2): Berlin BER, Milan LIN*.
Aegean Airlines at ATH (1): Berlin BER.
*Milan Linate was closed in August 2019 for runway
works, so, like Berlin, should not really be considered a
new route.

^Nur-Sultan is the new name for the capital of
Kazakhstan, formerly known as Astana. The airport’s
IATA code has changed from TSE to NQZ, again resulting
in a number of ‘fake’ new routes.

Ryanair launches base in Zagreb; announces nine new W21 routes
Ryanair opened its new base in Zagreb, the capital of Croatia, on Friday 23 July. At the same time
the carrier announced that it would be stationing a third aircraft at the airport from December,
resulting in the launch of an additional nine new routes.
Brussels CRL had become the first Ryanair base to be connected to Zagreb when 2-weekly flights
launched on 2 June, followed on 17 June by flights from the airport’s biggest Italian base at Milan
BGY. Coinciding with the base launch on 23 July, three new routes were added to Gothenburg,
London STN and Rome CIA. These were all operated by one of the A320s acquired when Ryanair
took over Austrian-based Lauda. Sofia services are set to start on 3 August.
24 routes now on sale
The next batch of route launches will start in early September when new services are added to
Dortmund, Frankfurt HHN, Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden, Malmö, Memmingen, Oslo TRF, Paris BVA,
Podgorica and Weeze. That will raise the network to 15 routes. The nine new routes recently
announced, starting in early December, are to Basel, Dublin, Eindhoven, Malaga, Malta,
Manchester, Naples, Paphos and Thessaloniki. All will be served 2-weekly, except Dublin.
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Jet2.com launches first flights from its 10th UK base in Bristol; 40
routes currently available to book; 15 not launching now until 2022
UK leisure carrier Jet2.com has been patiently waiting for
the UK government to allow relatively unrestricted travel
to destinations in and around the Mediterranean. With
the Balearic Islands in Spain recently added to the ‘green
list’ of destinations (from which returning travellers do
not have to quarantine) the carrier was finally able to
launch flights from its 10th UK base in Bristol. On 2 July,
service was launched to Menorca and Palma de
Mallorca, with Ibiza services starting a day later.
40 routes from Bristol on sale
In total, Jet2.com’s website is currently showing 40
destinations as being bookable from Bristol: 12 each in
Greece and Spain; four in Turkey; three in Italy; two in
Austria, Cyprus, France and Portugal; and one in Croatia.
Some of these (Chambery, Grenoble, Innsbruck and
Salzburg) are winter-only ski destinations starting in
December.

Growth in Greece but city-breaks cut
Since S19, Jet2.com has added six new destinations in
Greece; Kalamata, Mykonos, Mytilene, Preveza,
Santorini and Skiathos. Two of these, Preveza and
Skiathos were first served last summer, while the
remainder are new for S21.
However, eight destinations served in S19 are not
currently set to be served in S21 according to Cirium
Data and Analytics schedule information; Amsterdam,
Barcelona, Budapest, Murcia RMU, Nice, Paris CDG,
Prague and Pula. Of these only Murcia and Pula are not
major cities. It seems the airline believes that city-break
type destinations will not be in such high demand this
summer compared with beach destinations.

No Malta and 15 routes already pushed back to S22

Maybe surprisingly, Malta, currently a ‘green list’
destination and served by Jet2.com from six of its bases
this summer, is not among the destinations to be served
from Bristol. Curiously, although served by Ryanair in
S19, the Irish ULCC is not planning to operate the route
this summer. However, easyJet has stepped in and
started 2-weekly service from 2 July.
At present, a total of 21 routes are scheduled to have
launched by early September. However, with future
travel restrictions from the UK still hard to predict,
Jet2.com has already pushed back the start dates of 15
new routes from Bristol into next summer. These are
Alicante, Bodrum, Catania, Dubrovnik, Girona, Kalamata,
Larnaca, Malaga, Mytilene, Naples, Paphos, Reus,
Santorini, Thessaloniki and Verona
Based on currently planned flights, Bristol will be
Jet2.com’s eighth busiest UK base this summer, only just
ahead of Edinburgh and Belfast BFS. While most bases
are seeing a reduction in flights compared with August
2019, the airline’s two biggest bases at Manchester and
Birmingham are bucking that trend. The biggest cuts are
from the airline’s two bases in Scotland, with Glasgow
and Edinburgh both seeing significant reductions.
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easyJet adds 21 new UK domestic routes this summer; still a long
way behind Ryanair and Volotea for European domestic routes
With domestic markets playing such a key role for
Europe’s airlines this summer, it is no surprise to see that
easyJet has decided to ramp up the number of domestic
routes it offers in the UK. Since 2013, the number of such
routes has been very stable, at between 30 and 40.
However, this summer the UK-headquartered carrier has
added 21 new UK domestic routes, to bring the number
of such routes to over 50.
Isle of Man routes suspended last summer
Before looking at this summer’s expansion, it is worth
looking at what happened last summer during the
pandemic. Compared with S19, easyJet dropped seven
routes and added three routes, for a net loss of four
routes.
The seven dropped routes comprised five routes to the
Isle Of Man (which imposed very severe travel
restrictions) as well as two routes to Jersey, from
Edinburgh and London SEN. The three new routes were
Birmingham to Edinburgh, Birmingham to Glasgow and
Manchester to Aberdeen. That brought easyJet’s UK
domestic network down from 37 to 33 routes.
Bournemouth and Newquay benefit in S21
Of the 21 new routes for this summer, five were routes
suspended in 2020; four routes to the Isle Of Man (from
Belfast BFS, Bristol, Liverpool and London LGW) and
Edinburgh to Jersey. That left 16 genuinely new routes
which launched between 1 May and 11 July:
1 May: London LGW to Aberdeen
24 May: Manchester to Newquay
26 May: Belfast BFS to Bournemouth
27 May: Edinburgh to Bournemouth
29 May: Glasgow to Newquay
8 June: London LGW to Newquay
2 July: Inverness to Belfast BFS
9 July: Bristol to Aberdeen, East Midlands to Belfast BFS,
Leeds Bradford to Belfast BFS, London LGW to Belfast
BHD
10 July: Birmingham to Newquay, Bristol to Jersey,
Liverpool to Bournemouth
11 July: Birmingham to Jersey, Inverness to Newquay
Airports to particularly benefit from these 16 new routes
are Newquay (five new routes), Belfast BFS (four new
routes), Bournemouth and London LGW (three new
routes) and Aberdeen, Birmingham, Bristol, Inverness
and Jersey (two new routes each).
A total of 16 UK airports were involved, including Belfast
BHD, which welcomed its first ever easyJet service, and
East Midlands, which had not seen easyJet flights for
over a decade.
In 2019 and 2020, the UK was not the leading country for
domestic routes operated by easyJet. That honour fell to
France. However, despite easyJet adding an additional
eight French domestic routes this summer (five of which
were new routes linking regional French airports to
airports in Corsica, as well as Paris CDG-Toulon, Toulouse
-Rennes and Lille-Nantes), the UK took over first place.
Italian domestic market not as stable as it looks
The apparent stability in the Italian domestic market
(which saw the number of routes increase by just one
from 22 to 23), disguises the fact that seven routes were
dropped (including five from Venice VCE) while eight
were added (five from Olbia and three from Milan LIN).
This included the airline’s first ever route to Milan BGY
(from Olbia).
A decade ago, easyJet served a number of Spanish
domestic routes from its then existing Madrid base,
while the acquisition of a large number of slots in Berlin,
after the collapse of airberlin, resulted in easyJet starting
a number of high-frequency domestic routes in
Germany, all of which have since been suspended.
Ryanair and Volotea have more domestic routes
easyJet is offering 123 domestic routes across Europe
this August, all but three in either France, Italy or the UK.
While no other (U)LCC can touch easyJet in the UK
domestic market, in France and Italy it faces
considerable competition from Ryanair and Volotea.
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Volotea is offering some 180 domestic routes across
Europe this summer, with Italy (74 routes), France (63)
and Spain (36) leading the way. Ryanair is offering over
200 domestic routes, led by Italy (102 routes), ahead of
Spain (72). It also offers domestic flights in Bulgaria,
France, Greece, Poland, Portugal and even Romania.
However, it no longer offers UK domestic flights despite
having previously offered multiple-daily flights from its
London STN base to Belfast BFS, Glasgow and Edinburgh.
Ryanair has also previously tried a few German domestic
routes with limited success.
Vueling offers almost as many domestic routes as
easyJet, but these are nearly all in Spain, with a handful
in Italy. Finally, Wizz Air, having quickly abandoned the
Norwegian domestic market it only entered last
November, has now built up its Italian domestic network
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to 33 routes, which is 10 more than easyJet currently
has. Until the pandemic, it had conspicuously avoided
domestic routes. With several bases in the UK it will be
interesting to see if the carrier fancies taking on easyJet.
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Binter Canarias uses next generation Embraer jets to enter French
and Italian markets from Gran Canaria
The Spanish carrier Binter Canarias (IATA code NT) is, as
the name suggests, focussed on serving the Spanish
Canary Islands. In July 2019, the vast majority of its
flights connected five airports in the Canary Islands;
Fuerteventura, Gran Canaria, Lanzarote and Tenerife
TFN.
It also offered service from three other Canary Island
airports; El Hierro, La Gomera and Tenerife TFS. ATR 72s
were the main aircraft used on these routes but also
some Bombardier CRJ-1000s. However, the latter left the
fleet during 2020.
New jets enable routes to France and Italy
Starting in late 2019, Binter Canarias started receiving
brand new, 132-seat Embraer E195-E2s. Three were
delivered in December, while two more joined the fleet
in March 2021 and June 2021. These join the 20-plus ATR
72s still operated by the carrier according to
planespotters.net.

These new aircraft have encouraged the airline to launch
a number of longer routes to mainland Europe starting in
July, all from Gran Canaria. These new routes were:
1 July: Lille in France, Reus in Spain
2 July: Marseille in France
3 July: Toulouse in France, Turin in Italy
5 July: Venice VCE in Italy
The longest of these routes is the last one to Venice,
which is 3,125 kilometres. All six new routes will be
operated 2-weekly (apart from Marseille, weekly), and
when launched, none faced direct competition. For all six
airports Binter Canarias was a new airline and therefore
worthy of celebration.
E-Jets used on all routes of over 1,000 kilometres
According to Cirium Data and Analytics schedule
information, Binter Canarias is using its E-Jets on 27
routes in July. These routes are all over 1,000 kilometres,
apart from one daily service on the 110-kilometre route
between Gran Canaria and Tenerife TFN.
Most of the other routes are operated just 2-weekly. As
a result, the Embraer fleet is operating 16 flights per day
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each day, except on Tuesdays and Wednesdays when
that number falls to 14 on both days.
The longest sector currently operated by the airline’s
ATR fleet is from Gran Canaria to Agadir in Morocco. This
630-kilometre sector is flown weekly, on Mondays.
Two routes with more than 100 weekly flights
The airline’s two busiest routes, both operated over 100
times weekly, are between Gran Canaria and Lanzarote
(a sector length of 210 kilometres) and between Tenerife
TFN and La Palma (a sector length of just 140
kilometres). In terms of flights within the Canary Islands,
Binter Canarias has around 83% of seat capacity and
flights.
Its only real rival, Canary Fly (IATA code PM), accounts
for most of the rest of the market. The airline has a fleet
of six ATR 72s according to planespotters.net, of which
four are currently operational. It currently operates eight
routes between six of the Canary Island airports, of
which four are served at least 2-daily.
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Ryanair leads the charge for the great Greek getaway in August 2021;
seat capacity to holiday airports up 20% versus summer 2019
Tracking new route launches across Europe this summer,
one thing has become abundantly clear. Many of
Europe’s leading airlines have been launching new
routes to airports serving the most popular tourist
destinations in Greece. Analysing Cirium Data and
Analytics schedule information for the week
commencing 9 August 2021, reveals that scheduled
airline seat capacity is up 20% compared with the same
period in August 2019. That’s pretty impressive.
Capacity growth at 10 of 14 holiday airports
Looking at the 14 most popular holiday airports in
Greece (Athens and Thessaloniki are not considered pure
holiday airports), the top eight are all seeing capacity
growth compared with 2019. Only two of the these 14
airports (Heraklion and Kalamata, shown in purple) are
not currently managed by Fraport Greece. That company
recently completed a four-year programme to overhaul,
modernise and expand the infrastructure at 14 airports
in Greece (those shown in blue plus Mytilene and
Thessaloniki).
Five airports are reporting growth of more than 20% in
August, with Santorini expecting to see seat growth of
around 45%. Only Kavala, has not seen capacity reach at
least 90% of the level achieved in 2019.
Ryanair now #1 with four based aircraft
Many of these Greek airports will welcome a number of
pure charter services which do not show up in schedule
data. However, the vast majority of services are provided
by airlines that do provide schedule information.
Analysis of this data reveals that since 2019 Ryanair has
overtaken easyJet as the leading provider of
international capacity this summer to these holiday
airports.
Ryanair announced in March that it was opening three
seasonal bases in Greece; Chania (with one aircraft),
Corfu (with two aircraft) and Rhodes (with one aircraft).
These aircraft have been used to operate over 100
routes in total from these airports, of which almost 50
are new.
easyJet adds over 20 new routes
easyJet still ranks second and has grown its capacity by
23%, just above the overall rate. It has added 26 routes
compared with August 2019 while dropping just seven.
easyJet serves 11 of the 14 airports analysed, with Corfu
(65 weekly departures), Mykonos (56) and Heraklion (46)
being the airline’s busiest Greek holiday airports.
Wizz Air’s massive growth
Wizz Air (including its Abu Dhabi based subsidiary) has
gone from operating five routes in August 2019 to over
80 in August 2021. It now ranks as the sixth biggest
carrier in this market, only just behind Jet2.com and
Transavia (the combination of Transavia Netherlands and
Transavia France).
While Wizz Air’s rate of growth is impressive, in terms of
additional seats added in this market since August 2019,
it still lags some way behind Ryanair. The Irish ULCC has
added almost 51,000 weekly seats compared with
almost 33,000 for Wizz Air.
Legacy carriers not afraid to try their luck
In third place for most seats added is Lufthansa, which
has expanded from five routes in 2019 to 19 routes this
summer (nine from Frankfurt and 10 from Munich).
Capacity (and flights) are up almost tenfold. British
Airways has transferred its Heraklion, Kos and Rhodes
flights from Gatwick to Heathrow and increased
frequency on its other routes.
Other highlights include:
• Aegean Airlines dropping nine but adding 17 new

routes (six each from Heraklion and Mykonos)
• Air France going from two routes to seven, with four

new routes from Paris CDG and one from Marseille
• Etihad Airways starting service to Mykonos and

Santorini
• Jet2.com launching its first ever routes to Kalamata,

Mytilene and Santorini
• LOT Polish Airlines expanding from one flight per

week in August 2019 to 31 flights per week next
month spread across 20 routes.
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Eurowings now serves 10 destinations from Pristina and offers more
flights this summer than easyJet and Wizz Air; BA adds flights in S21
Lufthansa’s in-house LCC Eurowings and its predecessor
germanwings have been serving Pristina in Kosovo since
June 2006 when service was launched from Cologne
Bonn. This summer it is operating 10 routes to/from
Pristina, including three new ones.
New flights were launched to Malmö in Sweden on 28
June, to Brussels CRL in Belgium on 29 June and to
Bremen in Germany on 30 June. The Swedish route is
served 2-weekly, the other two new routes just weekly.
These join the airline’s existing destinations of
Düsseldorf (served 11-weekly in July), Frankfurt (3weekly), Geneva (2-weekly, launched in June 2019),
Hamburg (2-weekly), Hannover (2-weekly), Munich (5weekly) and Stuttgart (6-weekly).
One aircraft now based at Pristina
In total, Eurowings is operating 35 weekly flights from
Pristina in July, according to Cirium Data and Analytics.
To help with operations, the airline has based an aircraft
in Pristina for the summer.
Currently that aircraft is an A320 (registration D-ABHN).
According to flightradar24.com the aircraft has operated
the following flights during the week 10-16 July:
Saturday 10 July: Frankfurt and Hannover
Sunday 11 July: Düsseldorf, Munich and Geneva
Monday 12 July: Stuttgart, Munich and Malmö
Tuesday 13 July: Frankfurt and Brussels CRL
Wednesday 14 July: Stuttgart, Munich and Bremen
Thursday 15 July: Frankfurt and Malmö
Friday 16 July: Düsseldorf and Munich
This aircraft accounts for 17 of the 35 weekly flights. All
other rotations are operated by aircraft based in
Germany.
Eurowings is leading airline at Pristina in S21
According to Cirium Data and Analytics schedule
information, Eurowings is the leading airline in Pristina
this July with its 35 weekly flights. Next comes easyJet
with 27 flights spread across three routes; Basel, Berlin
and Geneva.
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Then comes Wizz air with 23 weekly flights. The carrier
operates flights from Basel/Mulhouse, Dortmund,
Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden, London LTN, Memmingen,
Milan MXP and Vienna. Service to Rome FCO is set to
start on 8 September. Chair operates 16 weekly flights to
Geneva, while Austrian Airlines offers 16 weekly flights
to its Vienna base.
British Airways new in 2020
A major coup for Pristina was the arrival of weekly British
Airways services last July and August. These seem to
have been a success as the airline has increased planned
frequency this summer to 3-weekly.

Other new services launched this year include
AnadoluJet offering 3-weekly service from Istanbul SAW
from 29 May, and Norwegian operating a weekly service
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from Copenhagen since 2 July. Other charter carriers
offer flights to destinations such as Friedrichshafen,
Helsinki,
Lyon,
Münster/Osnabrück,
Paderborn,
Stockholm NYO and Växjö, according to the airport’s
Facebook page.
Almost 2.4 million passengers in 2019
Prior to the pandemic, Pristina International Airport
Adem Jashari handled 2.37 million passengers in 2019,
an increase of 10% on the 2018 figure. Last year, that fell
to just over 1.1 million.
So far in 2021, passenger numbers were down 21% in
January (versus 2019), down 30% in February, down 41%
in March and down 59% in April. Welcoming 134,091
passengers in January actually ranked the airport as
Europe’s 45th busiest according to ACI Europe.
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Corendon
Airlines ...Volotea in July as Ryanair serves five UK airports
Limoges welcomes
Located in the Nouvelle-Aquitaine region of France, Limoges is
just slightly south-west of the geographical centre of France.
It is a member of UNESCO’s City of Crafts and Folk Arts thanks
to its history of ceramics, enamel and glass-making, and more
recently, its porcelain industry.
Passenger numbers at the airport grew rapidly from 130,000
in 2001 to almost 400,000 in 2007, thanks to an increase in
international flights. This was driven primarily by Ryanair
offering daily flights to London STN, 6-weekly service to
Liverpool and 4-weekly service to East Midlands. Also
contributing was Flybe, with 5-weekly service to
Southampton, 2-weekly service to Manchester and weekly
service to Newcastle.
The subsequent decline in total traffic after 2007 has mostly
been driven by the reduction in domestic services. Air France
used to serve Lyon and Paris ORY with multiple-daily flights,
but in 2019 Chalair was operating these routes with reduced
frequency and much smaller aircraft. The rail service to Paris
now takes just over three hours and costs from just €15.
With the demise of Flybe, British Airways has taken over the
Southampton route this summer (starting hopefully in
August), while Volotea started serving the airport in early July
offering 2-weekly service to both Ajaccio and Marseille.
Ryanair continues to serve Limoges from five UK airports this
summer; Bristol, East Midlands, Leeds Bradford, London STN
and Manchester.

Skelleftea dominated by SAS route to Arlanda; BRA and Wizz Air new
In 2018, when it handled just over 400,000 passengers,
Skelleftea Airport, in the north-east of Sweden, ranked as the
country’s 10th busiest airport. Between 2005 and 2016
annual passenger numbers had been consistently between
200,000 and 300,000.
The airport’s traffic is dominated by a single service; SAS
operating multiple-daily flights to Stockholm ARN, the
country’s main aviation hub and Sweden’s busiest airport. The
50% growth in traffic that was recorded in 2017 was when
rival Norwegian entered the market in March of that year
with up to 3-daily flights, proving that apparently mature
domestic markets can be stimulated by lower fares. However,
Norwegian reduced frequency in 2018 and suspended its
service at the end of that summer. In 2019, passenger
numbers fell back to below 300,000 and the airport slipped to
11th in the national rankings.
Ryanair has served the airport in the past with low frequency
flights from Girona in Spain and London STN, but it has not
flown there since 2015. Another ULCC, Wizz Air, looks set to
start 2-weekly service from its base in Gdansk to Skelleftea
starting in early November.
In another significant development, on 15 July this year BRA
Braathens began 2-weekly service (on Thursdays and
Sundays) to both Gothenburg and Stockholm BMA using ATR
72s.

Southampton recovers after Flybe’s demise; runway extension is go
Located on the UK’s south coast, Southampton Airport is run
by AGS Airports, which also manages Aberdeen and Glasgow
Airports in Scotland. The airport’s 1,720-metre runway has
made it unsuitable for the likes of easyJet and Ryanair to offer
flights due to the payload limitations required for flights to
popular tourist destinations.
As a result, Flybe was the main carrier at the airport for the
last 20 years, until it ceased operations in early 2020. Flybe
used predominantly Q400s in 2019 on a range of domestic
routes and services to France, while partner airlines Blue
Island and Eastern Airways used a mix of ATRs, Jetstream 41s
and Saab 2000s.
In June, Southampton Airport was granted planning approval
to extend the runway by 164 metres. How long this takes to
build and become operational remains to be seen.
After the collapse of Flybe in early 2020 other carriers have
stepped in to operate many of the existing services and also
launch new ones. Eastern Airways and Loganair were the first
to step in and take up domestic routes to Belfast BHD,
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Leeds Bradford, Manchester and
Newcastle. Since then, Eastern has added Dublin and
Gibraltar, KLM has returned to serve Amsterdam, while Blue
Island serves Guernsey and Jersey. Meanwhile BA CityFlyer is
planning to serve 11 international destinations at weekends
using its E190s this summer, travel restrictions permitting.
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North America welcomes 184 new routes in last six weeks involving
155 airports as US demand reaches 80% of pre-pandemic level
Latest daily figures provided by the US TSA show that
average weekly passenger numbers passing through US
airports are now at around 80% of the level they were
back in 2019. With Independence Day falling on a
Sunday this year, passenger numbers peaked at 85% of
the level reported in 2019. on 4 July.
However, while the US air travel recovery has apparently
been relatively rapid compared with other parts of the
world (helped by relatively few restrictions in the
dominant domestic market), COVID case numbers are
once again rising in many states.
Airlines launch 184 new routes in last six weeks
During the last six weeks (12 June to 23 July) The ANKER
Report has identified 184 new routes launched by
airlines across North America, the majority (106) being
US domestic routes. As the market in Canada started to
recover (see page 13), there were also 35 new Canadian
domestic routes launched by airlines, 10 new Mexican
domestic services and seven new services between the
US and Mexico. There were also international routes
from the US to Croatia, France, Greece and Iceland in
Europe, as well as new services to Chile, Colombia, Costa
Rica, the Dominican Republic and Honduras.

launched 25 routes, followed by Southwest with 23,
JetBlue with 18 and Frontier with 16.
Competition exists on 79 routes
In terms of competition, 105 of the new routes do
not, at present, face direct competition. That
means that 79 of the routes airlines have chosen to
launch will face direct competition from at least
one other carrier. On 43 of these routes
competition comes from just one competitor, while
a further 28 routes are already served by two other
carriers. Four routes have three competitors and
one route has four competitors. Three routes are
already served by five carriers; Los Angeles to the

The 184 routes were flown by a total of 29 airlines, of
which 14 were US carriers, eight were Canadian and
three were Mexican. The other four carriers were Air
France, Avianca, Emirates and Iberia. Newcomer Breeze
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Hawaiian airports of Kona and Lihue (with Southwest
joining), as well as Los Angeles to San Jose Del Cabo in
Mexico (with JetBlue joining).

155 airports welcomed a new service
A total of 155 airports welcomed at least one of the 184
new routes launched in the last six weeks. Leading the
way with 12 new routes was New Orleans, thanks
primarily to 10 new routes from Breeze, as well as two
new routes from Spirit. Then came Miami and New York
EWR (each with 10), Charleston and Denver (each with
nine), and Los Angeles and Montreal (each with eight).
Looking at a state/province level, Florida came top this
month with 30 new services, followed by California (24),
British Columbia (22), Quebec (14) and Louisiana (13).
American biggest US carrier by seats in July
Analysis of schedule data for July shows that American
has a healthy lead over its nearest rivals, Delta and
Southwest, in terms of seats offered from US airports. It
is also beating its two closest rivals in terms of its
capacity as a percentage of that offered in pre-pandemic
July 2019. However, while American is offering 92% of
seats compared with two years ago, other carriers are
doing even better. Sun Country is at just over 94% and
Spirit is at 103%. Leading the way, by offering
significantly more capacity in July 2021 than they did in
July 2019, are Allegiant at 122% and Frontier at almost
111%.
Salt Lake City and Miami seats up compared with 2019
Among the top 20 US airports (those offering the most
seats in July 2021), two are already offering more seats
than they did in July 2019. They are Miami (at 105.2%),
where the arrival of JetBlue and Southwest, as well as
the growth of Frontier, has more than offset the drop in
international capacity, and Salt Lake City (at 105.0%),
where the airport’s leading airline Delta has grown
capacity by 3% and American has increased capacity by
31%.
At the other end of the ranking comes San Francisco,
where capacity is at only 49% of July 2019, with all the
leading carriers there having cut capacity and
international capacity to Asia and Europe down 70%.
Florida airports see greatest flight gains

Analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics schedule
information for July 2021 and July 2019 shows that six of
the top eight airports with the biggest increase in the
number of flights compared with two years ago are all in
Florida. Fort Myers leads the way with over 250
additional weekly departures, ahead of Myrtle Beach in
South Carolina with 234. Bozeman in Montana is the
only other non-Florida airport in the top eight.
Compared with the rankings in June, Boise, Kahului/Maui
and Jackson Hole are new in the top 12, replacing
Kalispell, Nantucket and Salt Lake City, though two of
these still make the top 15. Jackson Hole had been in the
top 12 in May.
Boise in Idaho now in top 10 for growth
Boise Airport in Idaho is the western US state’s busiest
airport, handling 4.11 million passengers in 2019, an
increase of 6% on its 2018 throughput. With 69
additional weekly flights in July 2021 compared with July
2019, the airport ranks 10th for greatest flight increases.
Half of these additional flights have come from Alaska
Airlines, which is also the airport’s leading carrier. Six
other carriers have also increased their flights at the
airport, while none have reduced them.
A significant development in 2020 was that Alaska
Airlines began non-stop service from Boise to both Los
Angeles and San Francisco, while Delta began daily
service to its main hub in Atlanta in November.
In 2021, JetBlue is a new carrier at the airport having
launched flights from New York JFK on 2 July. Other new
routes launched in 2021 include: Alaska Airlines to
Austin and Chicago ORD; Allegiant to Nashville and
Orange County; and Southwest to Orange County.
Looking ahead, Alaska Airlines is adding more new
routes starting with Pullman-Moscow in Idaho on 17
August, then Everett (aka Seattle Paine Field) on 8
September and Phoenix on 19 November.
Mexico domestic traffic now at 81% of 2019 figure
Analysis of the latest passenger figures from Mexico
shows that the country’s airlines carried 3.82 million
passengers on domestic routes in May 2021. That figure
represents a drop of 19% compared with pre-pandemic
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May 2019. Volaris continues to be the leading domestic
airline with 1.60 million passengers in May, representing
42% of the total market. Next came Vivaaerobus with
28.0%, ahead of Aeromexico (14.2%) and Aeromexico
Connect (12.9%).
International passenger numbers were 3.11 million in
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May, which is down only 17.7% compared with two
years earlier, a big improvement compared with April
when traffic was down 39%. The leading carriers for
international passengers in May were American (511k),
United (411k) and Delta (346k) followed by Volaris
(392k) and Aeromexico (306k).
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Canada finally sees significant demand recovery in July; capacity set
to reach almost 50% in August; Air Transat ready to resume flights
Canada’s commercial aviation industry has been slow to recover from the pandemic as
the government introduced severe restrictions, even on domestic travel. Last autumn
passenger numbers were at around 15% of the level of 2019. Between February and May
of this year that figure had fallen to less than 10%, according to passenger data collected
by CATSA at Canada’s eight busiest airports.
However, things are finally beginning to pick up as travel restrictions are eased. CATSA
shows that average weekly passenger numbers reached 15% of 2019 levels on 27 June,
20% just five days later and 25% on 15 July.
Capacity at 33% of 2019 levels in July
Analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics schedule information for all Canadian airports
shows that while June capacity figures were at just 22% of the June 2019 level, in July this
had increased to 33%. Nearly all of Canada’s top 15 airports (based on 2019 annual
passengers) have seen big improvements from June to July, with the exception of the
downtown Toronto airport, which has remained closed and looks set to reopen for
commercial flights on 8 September according to a message on the Porter Airlines
website.
Current schedule data for August indicates that capacity levels could reach 46% of the
2019 figure. While Porter Airlines looks set to stay grounded in August, Air Transat is
planning to resume flights on 30 July. Air Canada’s proposed acquisition of the carrier was
abandoned in April after failing to secure European Commission approval.
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Corendon
...
CharlestonAirlines
traffic doubled
in eight years; 21 new services in 2021
Charleston International Airport (IATA code CHS) lies around
20 kilometres northwest of downtown Charleston, the largest
city (but not capital) of South Carolina. After modest growth
in the early 2000s, passenger numbers increased by almost
150% from two million in 2010 to almost five million in 2019.
Back in 2010 the airport was served by American, Continental,
Delta, Northwest, United and US Airways. After the various
mergers that would leave just three carriers. However, since
2010 the airport has welcomed Alaska Airlines (in November
2015), Allegiant (April 2018), Frontier (in February 2018),
JetBlue (in February 2013) and Southwest (in March 2011), as
well as international services to London operated by British
Airways between April and October 2019.
In 2019, American offered the most flights at Charleston,
accounting for around one-third of all movements, while
Delta offered slightly more seats. Last year saw Silver Airways
start three routes to Florida, while Alaska Airlines (Atlanta,
and Raleigh/Durham) and JetBlue (Los Angeles and New York
EWR) also added new routes.
This year has already seen Charleston welcome 21 new
services, of which 11 are from newcomer Breeze (to Akron/
Canton, Columbus, Hartford, Huntsville, Louisville, New
Orleans, Norfolk, Pittsburgh, Providence, Richmond and
Tampa). In addition, United has launched six new services,
Allegiant two (to Belleville and Louisville), JetBlue one (to New
York LGA) and Southwest one (Kansas City).

Portland in Maine welcomes six new United routes, Frontier grows
Portland International Jetport (IATA code PWM) in Maine on
the US east coast is not to be confused with Portland
International Airport (IATA code PDX) in Oregon on the US
west coast. The airport lies just three kilometres west of
downtown Portland. Maine is the easternmost state in the US
and PWM is the state’s busiest airport, well ahead of Bangor.
Between 2008 and 2016 passenger numbers were remarkably
stable at between 1.65 and 1.80 million passengers. In 2018
passenger numbers surged by almost 15% as Frontier began
serving the airport with five routes and American, Delta and
United all chose to increase capacity at the airport by
between 10% and 20%. Apart from Frontier’s new routes (to
Denver, Fort Myers, Orlando, Raleigh/Durham and Tampa),
American added service to Chicago ORD and New York LGA,
and Southwest started service to Chicago MDW.
Last year, despite the pandemic, new routes were launched
by American (to Dallas/Fort Worth and Miami), and Sun
Country (to Minneapolis/St. Paul).
In 2021, Frontier has added new links to Atlanta, Myrtle
Beach and Philadelphia. The biggest development has come
from United, which launched new routes to PWM from six
airports; Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, Indianapolis,
Milwaukee and Pittsburgh. These were all launched at the end
of May. In addition, Delta started serving Minneapolis/St. Paul
from 5 June, competing with Sun Country.

Saskatoon welcomes new WestJet routes; Sunwing’s winter growth
Saskatoon’s John G. Diefenbaker International Airport (named
after Canada’s 13th Prime Minister) is located just three
kilometres north-west of downtown Saskatoon, the largest
city (but not capital, which is Regina) of the province of
Saskatchewan in west central Canada. In 2019 it was Canada’s
13th busiest airport, handling 1.49 million passengers, down
from a record 1.52 million the previous year.
In 2019, the leading routes by departing seats were Calgary
(376k), Toronto YYZ (206k), Vancouver (96k) and Edmonton
(95k). Then came Minneapolis/St. Paul the airport’s leading
international route, served by Delta. WestJet accounted for
around 55% of scheduled seats at the airport followed by Air
Canada (35%). Transwest Air (now merged with West Wind
Aviation to form Rise Air) offered flights to Prince Albert (still
served non-stop in 2021) and Regina (no longer served) using
mainly Saab 340s, while Sunwing Airlines offered seasonal,
winter flights to Jamaica and Mexico.
So far in 2021, Air Canada has added daily service to Regina in
January, while WestJet recently began 2-weekly service to
both Kelowna and Victoria. Newcomer Flair serves Toronto
and Vancouver with 2-weekly service, with both routes having
started last August. Sunwing recently confirmed plans to offer
winter sun flights to seven destinations from mid-December
to early April. Five of the destinations are in Mexico, plus
Punta Cana in the Dominican Republic and Varadero in Cuba.
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