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Seven weeks ago, when the last issue of The ANKER Report was 
published, schools had just finished and families all across 
Europe were looking forward to a well deserved holiday. 
However, many of those hoping to travel internationally may 
well have been disappointed and frustrated, as many travel 
restrictions remained in place, making it potentially risky, as 
well as more expensive, to take a foreign vacation. 

While airlines mostly increased capacity for July and August 
compared with previous months, for many airlines that capacity 
fell a long way short of what it had been in the last pre-
pandemic summer of 2019. Passenger figures for August for 
Europe’s airports are gradually being made public, and while 
most will show an improvement compared with August 2020, 
with a few exceptions, they are still a long way short of August 
2019.  

Ryanair and Wizz Air report August results 

Among airlines, Ryanair has already reported that it carried 
11.1 million passengers in August at a load factors of 82%. 
However that compares with 14.9 million in August 2019 at a 
load factors of 97%. As the graph below shows, Ryanair has 
been one of the most successful airlines in terms of capacity, 
operating at about 90% of its 2019 level.  

Similarly, Wizz Air was operating almost 
as many seats in August as it did two 
years ago. It carried 3.58 million 
passengers at a load factor or 83.6% 
compared with 4.04 million at a load 
factor of 96.3% in August 2019. 

Both of these airlines are more the 
exception than the rule, with scheduled 
seat capacity estimated to be down 32% 
in Europe in August, based on analysis of 
Cirium Data and Analytics figures. 

Recovery stalls in September 

Airlines continue to tweak their capacity 
on a daily basis. However, based on 
current data for September, scheduled 
capacity across all  of Europe is expected 
to be down around 33%. With the 
demand for holidays declining as 

children go back to school, the market will become more 
dependent on business traffic, which so far seems to have 
recovered much less quickly than the leisure market. 

Last week, schedule data for Europe for October suggested that 
capacity would be down around 24%. This week that figure has 
already risen to 27% and is likely to again exceed 30% by the 
time we get to the end of October. 

Albania still leading the recovery 

Breaking down capacity by country market reveals that the 
small Albanian market is the only one showing capacity growth 
of more than 10% in September compared with 2019. Among 
Europe’s big six country markets, the more popular tourist 
destinations have performed best with Turkey leading the way 
at 83% recovery, followed by Spain (72%) and Italy (71%). Some 
way behind come France (61%), Germany (52%) and the UK 
(just 50%).  

The only countries at below 40% in terms of their capacity 
recovery are Finland and Slovenia, both at 33%. It is worth 
recalling that September 2019 was the last month of operations 
for Slovenia’s flag carrier Adria Airways.  

End of school holidays signals start of 
period of major demand uncertainty 
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Welcome 

Europe’s summer school holidays have 
come to an end and with it the demand 
for family holidays. Although air 
passenger demand was considerably 
higher this summer than it was last 
summer, the hope that it would be 
anywhere near the level of 2019 has 
not come to pass. And now airlines and 
airports face a second winter of on-
going travel restrictions and lower 
demand. As Europe’s airlines rack up 
ever larger amounts of debt and look 
for additional financial support, it 
raises concerns about which carriers 
will be able to survive this prolonged 
period of significantly reduced 
revenues. 

In this issue of The ANKER Report we 
look at the latest available demand 
figures as well as capacity data to 
highlight which airlines, airports and 
countries are performing best (and 
worst) when it comes to demand 
recovery. Remember to check out 
www.airserviceone.com for regular 
news stories and analysis provided by 
The ANKER Report.   

Ralph Anker  
(ralph@anker-report.com) 
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In the seven weeks since The ANKER Report was last 
published, Europe’s airlines have again been busy 
starting a significant number of new routes. This analysis 
covers the period of Saturday 24 July to Friday 10 
September, a total of 49 days.  

While The ANKER Report would like to believe that it has 
identified all of the new routes launched across Europe 
during this period, the reality is that several new services 
are likely to have been overlooked for a variety of 
reasons. Feel free to let me know via my e-mail. 

Almost 200 routes launched in last seven weeks 

However, what can be said with reasonable confidence is 
that at least 196 new routes involving European airports 
have been identified and confirmed, as a result of 
checking airline websites, published schedule data, flight 
tracking websites and the airports and airlines 
themselves. That equates to an average of exactly four 
new routes per day. 

These routes have been launched by almost 50 airlines 
(some from outside of Europe) and involve over 150 
airports across almost 50 countries. Yes, the last seven 
weeks has seen new routes added between Europe and 
regions outside of Europe, including Africa (Eurowings 
Discover to Namibia), the Middle East (SkyUp Airlines to 
Saudi Arabia) and North America (WestJet from Calgary 
to Amsterdam).  

For full details of all these new routes, including weekly 
frequency, aircraft type, sector length and competitor 
analysis, please check out the downloadable New 
European Route Database (NERD) file, which can be 
downloaded free from www.anker-report.com or 
www.airserviceone.com. 

During these challenging times, with constantly changing 
travel restrictions, airlines have had to be flexible in their 
planning. As a result, route launch dates have often been 
pushed back not just once, but sometimes several times. 
In some cases planned routes have been completely 
abandoned, at least for the foreseeable future. Airlines 
would rather push back a launch date, than start a route 
and then have to suspend it and then restart it, as this is 
not good for an airline’s reputation and is expensive 
operationally. 

Ryanair leads the way once more 

Among airlines, one carrier has been way ahead of all 
others, Ryanair. Its 58 new routes account for almost 
30% of all new services launched during the last seven 
weeks. Next comes UK leisure carrier Jet2.com with 22. 
Most of these should have started much earlier in the 
summer, but were delayed due to the UK’s on-going 
travel restrictions. Only two other carriers, easyJet and 
Wizz Air, saw at least 10 new routes added. 

Other carriers with multiple new routes include 
Norway’s new airlines Flyr, BA CityFlyer expanding 
operations from Southampton, four German carriers and 
four Russian carriers. 

Bristol top for new route launches 

Of the top 20 airports for most new services, five were in 
Greece, four were in the UK and three were in Italy. The 
remaining eight airports are all in different countries. 
Bristol in the UK is maybe the surprise leader in this 
category, but this is down to 13 delayed new routes from 
Jet2.com’s new base, plus additional services from 
easyJet and Lufthansa. 

Zagreb’s prominent position is thanks to Ryanair 
launching 10 new routes from the airport (see page four 
for more details), while Oslo’s five new services were all 
thanks to Flyr. 

Italy beats Greece for new services 

Italy just beat Greece and the UK for being involved in 
most new services during the last seven weeks. Italy 
benefitted from the launch of multiple domestic routes, 
which get counted twice, as both airports are in Italy. 
Greece’s new services were all international, with the 
exception of a new Ryanair service connecting Corfu 
with Santorini.  

One country that underperformed regarding new routes 
was France, which registered just 10. Of these nine were 
launched by non-French carriers with Air France not 
adding any new services recently.  

196 new services launched in seven weeks by 47 airlines in Europe; 
166 airports in 49 countries involved as Ryanair leads way once more 
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Data compiled by The ANKER Report shows that some 
1,300 new routes have been launched by airlines 
between 1 January and 31 August this year. These have 
been split as follows across the eight months: 

• January: 9 

• February: 39 

• March: 74 

• April: 60 

• May: 130 

• June: 409 

• July: 460 

• August: 119 

Our New European Route Database (NERD) file lists over 
120 routes that were planned to start in September. 
However, in reality, the number of routes that will 
actually start is likely to be closer to about 80, as start 
dates for routes continue to be pushed back to later in 
the year, or even next summer. In addition, dozens of 
planned routes have been shelved completely before 
they even started. 

Ryanair, Wizz Air and easyJet lead the way 

Of those 1,300 new services, three airlines have started 
way more than all other airlines. Ryanair has launched 
257 new routes, Wizz Air 170 and easyJet 72. Next come 
Volotea and SkyUp Airlines with 37 and 36 respectively. 
For this analysis routes from the new Berlin airport (IATA 
code BER) are not included if they were previously 
served from either Berlin SXF or Berlin TXL. Also, a new 
service is defined here as one that did not operate in the 
summer of 2019. If an airline resumed a route this 
summer that it served in 2019, but did not fly in 2020 
due to the pandemic, this is not considered a new route. 

Europe’s five leading (U)LCCs compared 

This analysis looks in more detail at how the networks of 
Europe’s five leading pan-European (U)LCCs have 
evolved between September 2019 and September 2021. 
Looking initially at the number of weekly flights offered 
by each of the carriers and how this compares with two 
years ago shows significant differences: 

Ryanair: 16,084 flights in September 2021 (down 6% 
compared with September 2019) 

easyJet: 7,480 (down 44%) 

Wizz Air: 5,726 (up 19%) 

Vueling: 3,576 (down 30%) 

Eurowings: 2,632 (down 50%) 

The ultra-low-cost carriers, Ryanair and 
Wizz Air, have been much more aggressive 
in rebuilding their capacity more quickly 
than the other three carriers. Impressively, 
Ryanair is almost as big as its three nearest 
low-cost rivals (easyJet, Wizz Air and 
Vueling) combined! It should also be noted 
that there have been some issues since the 
pandemic started with the accuracy of 
Wizz Air’s schedule data as submitted to 
Cirium. These have still not been 
completely sorted, so the airline’s figures 
for September 2021 should not be considered 100% 
accurate. 

One way to compare the network development of the 
carriers is to break down the change in weekly 
frequencies into four categories: 

• Weekly frequencies on new routes (positive) 

• Increase in weekly frequency on routes operating in 
both periods (positive) 

• Decrease in weekly frequency on routes operating in 
both periods (negative) 

• Weekly frequencies lost as a result of a route being 

dropped (negative) 

The results of this analysis, using September 2021 and 
September 2019 as the dates for comparison, are shown 
in the graph. In terms of weekly frequencies allocated to 
new routes, Ryanair leads the way, ahead of Wizz Air and 
easyJet. However, when it comes to weekly frequencies 
lost because an airline has completely dropped a route, 
easyJet leads the way followed by Ryanair and 
Eurowings. Here it should be noted routes transferred 
from the old Berlin airports to the new one, will be 
counted as both ‘new’ routes and ‘dropped’ routes as 
the airport code has changed. This anomaly will 
disappear when the analysis is repeated next summer. 

Both Ryanair and easyJet had a major presence at the 
old Berlin airports so their frequency figures for ‘new’ 
and ‘dropped’ routes will be higher than they arguably 
should be. Because of the time periods chosen for 
comparison, Wizz Air’s short-lived Norwegian bases and 
their routes do not feature in this analysis as they started 
and ended between the two time periods selected.  

An interesting metric is to take the ratio of frequencies 
allocated to new routes compared with frequencies lost 
from dropped routes. The higher the figure, arguably the 
better for the airline. The results for these five carriers 
are: 

Wizz Air 3.11, Ryanair 1.17, Vueling 0.36, easyJet 0.33, 
and Eurowings 0.27 

Wizz Air has opened many new bases since the 
pandemic started including Bacau, Bari, Bourgas, 
Catania, Doncaster/Sheffield, Dortmund, Larnaca, 
London LGW, Lviv, Milan MXP, Naples, Palermo, Rome 
FCO, Sarajevo and Tirana, as well as the already 
abandoned base in Oslo. A planned base at Cardiff in 
Wales, due to open this summer, has been pushed back 
to 2022 as a result of the UK’s more restrictive travel 
regulations. Along with these new bases came the 
launch of multiple new routes from each base. 

Post-pandemic network development of Europe’s five major (U)LCCs 
(easyJet, Eurowings, Ryanair, Vueling and Wizz Air) compared 

https://www.adr.it/web/aeroporti-di-roma-en-/bsn-airlines-business
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Croatia joined the EU in July 2013, but unlike most of its 
Central European neighbours it did not see a massive 
increase in air travel demand straight away. Yes, demand 
grew by between 5% and 10%  at Zagreb airport in 2014, 
2015 and 2016, but other countries, such as the Czech 
Republic, Hungary and Poland, had experienced much 
faster growth in air travel on joining the EU. 

Zagreb traffic trebled in 19 years 

Croatia’s busiest airport in 2019 was Zagreb with 3.44 
million passengers. Between 2000 and 2019 traffic 
basically trebled representing an average annual growth 
rate of just under 6%. Rapid growth in 2006 and 2007 
stalled after the global economic downturn with minimal 
growth between 2008 and 2013. 

Although the airport serving the Croatian capital is the 
country’s busiest, the coastal airports of Split (3.30m) 
and Dubrovnik (2.90m) were not far behind. During the 
summer months these airports are actually considerably 
busier than Zagreb, with Split handling almost twice as 
many passengers as Zagreb in July 2019. 

Zagreb’s seasonality is less extreme. However, pre-
pandemic the peak summer months saw the airport 
handle over 350,000 passengers, while in January and 
February that number was below 200,000. The latest 
figures for August 2021 show the airport welcoming 
195,000 passengers. That is just over twice as many as 
last summer but only half as many as in 2019. 

Many flag-carriers present 

Croatia Airlines is Zagreb’s leading carrier, accounting for 
over 50% of flights this September and just over 40% of 
seat capacity. Next comes Ryanair with 15% of flights but 
23% of seats. Ryanair’s average aircraft size is much 
larger than that of Croatia Airlines.  

Zagreb is served by many of Europe’s flag carriers 
including Aeroflot, Air France, Air Serbia, Austrian 
Airlines, British Airways, Iberia, KLM, LOT Polish Airlines, 
Lufthansa, TAP Portugal and Turkish Airlines. In addition 
Qatar Airways is also present, offering 3-weekly service 
to Doha with its A320s. 

Apart from Ryanair, the only other LCCs currently serving 
Zagreb are Eurowings (with flights from Cologne Bonn, 
Düsseldorf and Stuttgart) and Vueling, which operates a 
weekly service from Barcelona. 

Croatia Airlines network cuts 

The national carrier currently operates a fleet of 13 
aircraft according to planespotters.net, comprising two 
A320s, five A319s and six Q400s, with an estimated 
average age of around 17 years. According to Cirium 
Data and Analytics the airline is currently serving 16 
destinations non-stop from Zagreb compared with 27 in 
the summer of 2019. 

The destinations no longer served by Croatia Airlines are 
Barcelona, Bucharest, Helsinki, Lisbon, Milan MXP, 
Mostar, Oslo, Podgorica, Prague, St. Petersburg and 
Stockholm ARN. 

Ryanair base opened in July 

Ryanair, which opened its Zagreb base in July, added 
nine additional routes in early September. Oslo TRF 
flights began on 1 September, with Karlsruhe/Baden-
Baden and Paris BVA flights beginning the following day. 
On 3 September there were new services to three 
destinations in Germany; Dortmund, Frankfurt HHN and 
Memmingen, while connections to Malmö (Sweden), 
Podgorica (Montenegro) and Weeze (Germany) began 
on Saturday 4 September. None of these nine routes 
face direct competition. 

Ryanair’s maiden flight to Zagreb started on 2 June this 
year (from Brussels CRL), followed by Milan BGY (17 
June), then Gothenburg, London STN and Rome CIA (all 
on 23 July) and Sofia (3 August). In December, a further 
nine new services are currently scheduled to start. The 
destinations starting then are Basel, Dublin, Eindhoven, 
Malaga, Malta, Manchester, Naples, Paphos and 
Thessaloniki. As a result, Ryanair currently has flights to 
24 destinations to/from Zagreb currently on sale. 

Ryanair is using two ex-Lauda A320s to operate its new 
Zagreb routes. The aircraft are registered 9H-LOW and 
9H-IHH. Both are configured with 180 seats, nine fewer 
than Ryanair offers on its 737-800s. 

Zagreb welcomes Ryanair base; traffic grew 200% between 2000 and 
2019; Croatia Airlines still #1 with Germany leading country market 
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Turkish Airlines passengers down just 23% in July compared with 
2019; Asian market share declining as other regions recover faster 
Star Alliance member Turkish Airlines has arguably the 
world’s most diverse network, as it serves destinations in 
more countries than any other airline. According to 
Cirium Data and Analytics schedule information the 
airline offered scheduled passenger flights from over 110 
countries in both 2021 and 2020.  

Thanks to the airline also publishing monthly traffic 
statistics which are broken down by geographic region, it 
is possible to track the airline’s network recovery by 
region, highlighting the regions that have recovered best 
(and worst) since the start of the pandemic. 

Europe and Far East led the way in 2018/19 

Turkish Airlines publishes passenger numbers, load 
factor, ASKs (Available Seat Kilometres) and RPKs 
(Revenue Passenger Kilometres) for seven regions; 
Africa, Central & South America, Domestic, Europe, Far 
East, Middle East and North America. To highlight the 
evolution of the network the share of total monthly RPKs 
has been calculated for each of the regions going back to 
January 2018. 

Looking across 2018 and 2019, Europe was typically the 
leading market ahead of the Far East, though due to 
seasonality, the Far East had a higher proportion of total 
RPKs during the winter months. North American routes 
represented just 15% of total RPKs, while the domestic 
routes share appeared to be gradually falling from 15% 
at the beginning of 2018 to around 12% by the end of 
2019. African routes represented just under 10% of all 
RPKs, Middle East routes around 7-8%, and Central & 
South American routes were at around 4% by the end of 
2019, up from 2.5% in early 2018. 

The data for early 2020 shows the decline in Asian (Far 
East) RPK share as concerns about the virus started to 
emerge. Data for 2020 Q2 months have not been plotted 
as services were extremely erratic as the pandemic took 
hold and travel restrictions were implemented across 
the globe. 

Post-pandemic trends 

The graph highlights how domestic and European flights 
were the quickest to recover in July 2020, while Africa, 

Central & South America and Middle East were the 
slowest to recover. Since the beginning of 2021 the 
share of total RPKs for reach region has become more 
stable. However, Asia has been on a downward trend 
since March which highlights how that region is still 
severely limiting international travel. 

North America, which was averaging around 15% of RPKs 
prior to the pandemic, has seen its share consistently 
above 20% since the pandemic started and came close to 
30% in May and June when it was the airline’s leading 
region for RPKs. Unlike some western European carriers 
which have seen really low passenger load factors on 
North American services (but continued to operate them 
for their cargo value), Turkish Airlines reported 

passenger load factors of 68.5% in May, 77.7% in June 
and 81.9% in July on these routes. 

71.2% load factor in July 

Across all regions, Turkish Airlines’s load factor in July 
reached 71.2%. Domestic routes had a load factor of 
82.9% followed by North America 81.9%, Europe 68.1%, 
Africa 66.7%, Middle East 66.5%, Central & South 
America 65.3% and Far East 52.2%. In terms of passenger 
numbers in July, there were 2.62 million on domestic 
routes followed by Europe (1.57m), Middle East (421k), 
North America (239k), Africa (226k), Far East (200k) and 
Central & South America (35k). In total Turkish Airlines 
carried 5.5 million passengers in July 2021, down 23% 
compared with the 7.1 million welcomed in July 2019. 
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Amsterdam was easyJet’s first international destination 
when it began service from London LTN in late April 
1996, beating Nice and Barcelona by a few weeks. At 
that time the carrier had only been operating from Luton 
for just over five months. However, it took another 19 
years before easyJet made the Dutch hub a base. 

Network growth  

After the initial Luton service, Liverpool became the 
airline’s second Amsterdam route in 1997 followed by 
Geneva in 1999. In 2001 a further six new routes were 
added from four UK airports (Belfast BFS, Edinburgh,  
Glasgow and London LGW) as well as Barcelona and 
Nice. 

In 2003, two more UK routes were added from Bristol 
and London STN. These two bases had been acquired by 
easyJet when it bought Go in 2002. It would be another 
three years before further Amsterdam routes were 
added in 2006 from Basel and Milan MXP. Another three 
years would pass before the next routes were 
introduced, from Madrid and Rome FCO. 

As can be seen from the graph, easyJet’s capacity at 
Amsterdam remained relatively stable between 2004 
and 2009, before starting a sustained period of relatively 
rapid growth. Between 2009 and 2019 easyJet’s seat 
capacity trebled at Amsterdam. 

Route expansion in 2015 

The decision to finally make Amsterdam a base in the 
summer of 2015 enabled easyJet to launch a raft of new 
routes to destinations other than its own bases. That 
summer saw the introduction of new routes to Corfu, 
Dubrovnik, Ibiza, Olbia, Palermo, Toulouse and Venice 
VCE. Of these, only Toulouse was a base at the time the 
route was started. The winter season of 2015 saw 
further non-base routes to Grenoble, Lyon, Milan LIN, 
Salzburg, Tel Aviv, Tenerife TFS and Vienna. 

The summer of 2016 saw easyJet add another six new 
routes; to Catania, Malaga, Marseille, Naples, Rhodes 
and Zurich. The following year Alicante, Budapest and 
Lanzarote services were added, with 2018 seeing Agadir 
and Fuerteventura being added to the airline’s Dutch 
network. Another four routes commenced in 2019 to 
Genoa, Hurghada, Pula and Verona. 

Pandemic route additions 

Despite the pandemic, easyJet added two more 
Amsterdam routes last summer to Copenhagen and 
Zadar, with Gran Canaria service commencing in 
December. Although weekly flights in August 2020 were 
down almost 60% compared with August 2019 
(according to Cirium Data and Analytics schedule 
information), the number of destinations served only fell 
from 39 to 34 during the same period. 

This summer, easyJet has added a number of leisure 
routes from Amsterdam; to Chania, Faro, Heraklion, Kos, 
Santorini and Valencia. Some of these services only 
operated for a few weeks. Two more new routes were 
launched on Monday 6 September, to Birmingham 
(initially 4-weekly increasing to daily in late September) 
and Milan BGY (initially 3-weekly, increasing to 4-weekly 
in October).  

Looking slightly further ahead two more routes are on 
sale for this winter. A weekly service to Sharm El Sheikh 
in Egypt is set to start from 12 October, while Innsbruck 
in Austria will get a 2-weekly connection from mid-
December to satisfy Dutch skiers. 

Routes to Italy and Spain dominate in September 

Looking at easyJet’s biggest routes from Amsterdam in 
September (as measured by weekly ASKs - Available Seat 
Kilometres), five of the top 15 routes are to Spanish 
airports, while a further three are to Italian airports. The 
remaining seven routes are to seven different countries; 
Croatia, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Greece, 
Portugal and Switzerland.  

KLM remains the dominant carrier at Amsterdam with 
52% of scheduled seat capacity in September, supported 
by its low-cost subsidiary Transavia, which accounts for a 
further 11%. easyJet ranks third with just under 7% of 
seat capacity. Back in 2019, pre-pandemic, easyJet 
accounted for just over 8% of all scheduled seats at 
Amsterdam. This made it easyJet’s sixth biggest base 
that year. It currently ranks 10th in September 2021. 

easyJet still adding new routes from Amsterdam; has operated over 
60 routes since launching first flight from Luton in April 1996 
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Romanian-based Blue Air started flying as long ago as 
2004, the same year that Wizz Air began operations. 
However, while Wizz Air has a growing fleet of almost 
150 aircraft (with orders placed for over 200 more), Blue 
Air’s fleet currently stands at just 18 aircraft according to 
planespotters.net. That includes four 737 MAX 8s and 
two 737-800s which have joined the fleet during 2021.  

Like Wizz Air, Blue Air has created bases outside of its 
home market of Romania. Over the years, this has 
included opening bases in Cyprus (Larnaca), Italy (Turin) 
and the UK (Liverpool). As a result a significant share of 
the airline’s flights in recent years have not involved 
Romanian airports, as shown in the graph. 

Competing with Wizz Air in Romania 

In the airline’s early days it operated from Bucharest’s 
second airport, Baneasa (IATA code BBU). However, 
when the airport closed for scheduled service it joined 
the country’s flag-carrier in operating from Bucharest 
OTP. Schedule data for September 2021 shows that 
TAROM is only Bucharest’s fourth biggest airline by seat 
capacity, behind Wizz Air, Blue Air and Ryanair. 

Looking at Blue Air’s busiest airports for flight in 
October, reveals that three other Romanian airports 
feature in the top 15; Bacau, Cluj-Napoca and Iasi. In 
Bacau, Blue Air and Wizz Air are currently operating a 
similar amount of flights, while in Cluj-Napoca and Iasi 
Wizz Air is the dominant carrier. However, in early 
September Blue Air announced that Iasi would become a 
base with one of its 737 MAX 8s to be stationed there. 
The airline plans to offer eight direct and 15 one-stop 
services from the airport. 

Because of its Bucharest hub, Blue Air offers a number of 
one-stop service from its other Romanian airports as 
well. This is not something that its rivals Ryanair and 
Wizz Air do. 

Italian jobs 

Turin became a base for Blue Air some years ago and in 
the summer of 2018 it operated to 20 destinations non-
stop from the northern Italian airport. In August of this 
year, Blue Air was still operating 11 routes from Turin. 
However, in October that number has dropped to five 
with the seasonal suspension of flights to six Italian 
airports, leaving service to Bacau and Bucharest in 
Romania, as well as Catania, Lamezia Terme and Naples 
in Italy. 

A significant recent development has been the airline’s 
decision to launch multiple new routes from Milan LIN. 
Served from Bucharest since December 2014, additional 
routes from Linate to Barcelona, Catania and Paris CDG 
were launched in August, while further new routes to 
Lamezia Terme, Madrid, Palermo and Prague are set to 
launch before the end of September. As a result, Milan 
LIN will easily be Blue Air’s second busiest airport in 
October after Bucharest. 

Importance of the UK market 

Last December, Blue Air began daily service from 
Bucharest to London LHR. Since then frequency has 
increased to 2-daily and, as measured by ASKs (Available 
Seat Kilometres), this is currently Blue Air’s biggest 
route. Further services to Heathrow have since been 
launched; from Cluj-Napoca (in March 2021), Iasi (in May 
2021) and shortly a 4-weekly service to Nice in the south 
of France. 

Another UK route ranks second for ASKs in September. 
This is the daily service being offered from Bacau to 
London LTN. Wizz Air is also currently operating this 
route, with 5-weekly service, increasing to daily in 
November. Apart from Heathrow and Luton, Blue Air 
also serves Birmingham and Liverpool in the UK from 
Bucharest. 

Four Spanish routes in top 10 

Among the airline’s top 15 routes in September by ASKs, 
10 are international routes from Bucharest (shown in 
purple), three are international routes from other 
Romanian airports (shown in green) and two are Italian 
domestic routes (shown in red). Four of the top 10 
routes are from Bucharest to airports in Spain; Madrid, 
Valencia, Barcelona and Malaga. In total, Blue Air is 
offering almost 70 non-stop routes in September. 

Blue Air grasps new opportunities this summer; starts new Heathrow 
routes and expands at Milan Linate; welcomes four Boeing MAX 8s 
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Istanbul IST returns to top of European passenger rankings in July for 
the first time since April as Moscow airports slip down rankings 
Passenger statistics collected for over 350 airports across 
Europe show that Istanbul’s new airport is once again 
Europe’s busiest airport in July, a position it last held in 
April. In May, Moscow DME was the busiest airport, 
while its neighbour Moscow SVO took the top spot in 
June. The two busiest Moscow airports have now 
dropped to third and eighth. The biggest climbers in the 
rankings were Paris CDG and Amsterdam, which both 
climbed six places to fourth and fifth respectively. 
Antalya’s rise of five places from seventh to second 
means that airports in Turkey (shown in red) occupy the 
top two places, an achievement last seen in February 
when Istanbul SAW was second to Istanbul IST. 

Compared with June, there is one new entry in the top 
15, as Athens comes in to replace Sochi, which slips to 
19th, despite reporting 68% growth in traffic compared 
with July 2019. Athens ranked 16th in June, just ahead of 
London LHR. The UK airport has now climbed to 16th in 
July, just ahead of Vienna and Munich. 

In June, the 15th busiest airport handled 1.17 million 
passengers. For July this has risen to 1.85 million. 
Whereas in June there were 16 airports handling at least 
one million passengers, in July this had risen to 32. 
Airports joining the ‘million’ club in July included Berlin, 
Brussels BRU, Copenhagen, Düsseldorf, Lisbon, Malaga, 
Milan MXP, Oslo, Rome FCO, Warsaw and Zurich. 

Five airports in Russia exceeded the one million 
passenger mark, while Germany, Spain and Turkey each 
had four airports welcoming over one million passengers 
in July. France and Italy were the only other airports with 
more than one airport achieving this level of demand. 

Traffic still down almost 50% 

Across all the airports that handled at least one million 
passengers, traffic was down on average 46% in July. 
Among the top 15 airports, St. Petersburg was down only 
8%, while Istanbul SAW and Moscow DME were both 
down just 11%. At the other extreme, Frankfurt and Paris 
CDG were both down 59%, Barcelona down 58%, Madrid 
down 57% and Amsterdam 55%. The reason London LHR 
is still languishing outside the top 15 is because its July 
traffic was still down a massive 81%. Among the airports 

with more than one million passengers in July, Rome 
FCO had the next biggest reduction in passengers at 
70%, just ahead of Munich at 69%. 

However, while Heathrow’s performance is 
disappointing, it is still significantly better than that 
achieved by its London rival Gatwick. In 2019, Gatwick 
was Europe’s 10th busiest airport, handling 46.6 million 
passengers on its single runway. In July the airport 
handled 495,000 passengers. That is almost 90% fewer 
than in July 2019. In the UK it has been overtaken by 
London STN (with 690k passengers) and almost caught 
by Manchester (448k passengers).  

Among other capital city airports struggling to recover in 
July, Helsinki was down 83% and Dublin was down 81%. 

Conversely, Albania’s Tirana Airport welcomed 422,483 
passengers which was almost 10% more than in July 
2019. 

Russia and Turkey both down 22% 

At a country level, among Europe’s biggest country 
markets both Russia and Turkey saw a drop of 22% in 
passengers in July. Among western Europe’s five biggest 
air travel markets, Italy (down 46%), just edged out 
(Spain down 49%) and France (down 50%). German 
airports were down 60% overall, while across all UK 
airports demand was down around 80%, not helped by 
the country’s on-going range of confusing and uncertain 
travel restrictions. Rumours are circulating that these 
may finally be relaxed in mid-October. 
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Luxembourg is a small country in the heart of Europe 
which shares a border with Belgium, France and 
Germany. Covering an area of just 2,600 km2 it is smaller 
than Hong Kong and every US state, and can easily be 
driven around in less than a day. However, with a 
population of over 600,000 and a GDP per capita that 
ranks among the highest in the world, the country’s 
airport has seen traffic almost treble from 1.55 million in 
2009 to over 4.4 million in 2019, with traffic growing by 
more than 5% for 10 straight years. 

Luxair still #1 but share of market is shrinking 

In 2009 Luxair accounted for 73% of the airport’s flights 
and 70% of seats. Back then the only other carriers with 
at least 1% of flights were Air France, British Airways, 
KLM, SAS, SWISS, TAP Portugal and VLM. There were no 
LCCs operating at the airport. 

Fast forward to 2019 and Luxair is still the leading 
carrier, but now only accounts for 55% of flights and 47% 
of seats. According to Cirium Data and Analytics figures, 
while the number of flights had increased just 53% in 10 
years, seat capacity had grown by 156%, as the average 
aircraft size increased from 68 seats per flight in 2009 to 
114 seats in 2019. 

LCCs finally arrive in 2012 

Of the top 14 airlines at Luxembourg in 2019, nine were 
not serving the airport in 2009. In terms of seat capacity 
the biggest airlines after Luxair were now Ryanair 
(14.3%), Lufthansa (9.1%) and easyJet (7.4%).  

easyJet arrived in 2012 with service from London LGW. 
By 2019 it was also serving Luxembourg from Berlin SXF, 
Bordeaux, Lisbon, Milan MXP and Porto. This summer a 2
-weekly service to Faro was added, while Berlin appears 
to have been dropped and Gatwick service is set to 
resume next summer.  

Ryanair now offering flights to 12 destinations 

Ryanair’s first services to Luxembourg began in October 
2016 from London STN followed by Porto in November. 
Barcelona, Lisbon, Madrid and Milan BGY services 
followed in 2017. In 2018 there were more new Ryanair 
routes from its bases in Dublin, Palma de Mallorca and 
Seville, while 2019 saw Luxembourg celebrating the 
arrival of more new links from Berlin TXL, Budapest, 
Edinburgh, Malta and Toulouse. So far in 2021, only 
three routes have not resumed; Edinburgh, Seville and 
Toulouse. The good news is that a new route to 
Marseille, operating 3-weekly, is currently set to launch 
at the end of October. 

More flag carriers welcomed 

Other new carriers to have started service since 2009 
include: 

• Aegean Airlines (2016) 

• Alitalia (2017) 

• Flybe (2016) 

• LOT Polish Airlines (2016) 

• Turkish Airlines (2013) 

• Volotea (2017) 

Flybe collapsed in 2020 while Alitalia has not operated to 
Luxembourg in 2021. SAS has also not served 
Luxembourg this year. 

Luxair experimenting with lots of new routes 

According to planespotters.net, Luxair currently has a 
fleet of 19 aircraft; four 186-seat 737-800s, four 737-
700s and 11 76-seat Q400s. Since the pandemic hit the 
airline has shown a considerable enthusiasm for trying 
new destinations. In 2020 it launched service to Bologna, 
Bordeaux, Brindisi, Bucharest, Budapest, Florence, 
Innsbruck, Krakow, Marseille, Montpellier, Stockholm 
ARN and Valencia. Most of these have continued into 
2021. 

This year has seen Luxair continue to launch new non-
stop services to over a dozen destinations including 
Belgrade, Cape Verde, Heringsdorf, La Rochelle, 
Monastir, Mykonos, Oslo, Podgorica, Thessaloniki, 
Toulon and Tunis. Many of these are seasonal routes. 

Across all of 2021, the airline’s biggest routes by seat 
capacity look set to be Palma de Mallorca and Porto. 
However, in terms of flights Luxair’s busiest routes are 
Vienna, Milan MXP and Paris CDG based on current data. 

Luxembourg traffic almost trebled between 2009 and 2019 as easyJet 
and Ryanair make their mark; Luxair’s rapid recent network growth 
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Latest daily figures provided by the US TSA show that 
average weekly passenger numbers passing through US 
airports are now at around 75%-80% of the level they 
were back in 2019, with that figure rising to around 85% 
on national holidays such as Independence Day (4 July) 
and Labor Day (6 September).  

However, the biggest US carriers have all expressed 
concern recently that the spread of the so-called Delta 
variant appears to have resulted in a softening of 
demand for the next couple of months. The hope is that 
the situation will improve for the financially all-
important Christmas and New Year period. 

Airlines launch 93 new routes in last seven weeks 

During the last seven weeks (24 July to 10 September) 
The ANKER Report has identified 93 new routes 
launched by airlines across North America. That’s an 
average of almost two new routes per day. Of these, 65 
are US domestic routes and 20 were Canadian domestic 
routes. The eight remaining routes were international 
services; five from the US, two from Mexico and one 
from Canada. One of the new international routes from 
the US was JetBlue’s inaugural transatlantic service from 
New York JFK to London LHR, which launched on 11 
August. The new Canadian international service was 
operated by WestJet from Calgary to Amsterdam. 

The 93 routes were flown by a total of 20 airlines, of 
which 12 were US carriers, five were Canadian and there 
was one each from Colombia (Viva Air Colombia), 
Mexico (Vivaaerobus) and Senegal (Air Senegal). 
American and Frontier both added 16 new routes, 
followed by Flair Airlines of Canada (11), Allegiant (nine) 
and newcomer Breeze (seven). 

Competition exists on 45 routes 

In terms of competition, 48 of the new routes do 
not, at present, face direct competition. That 
means that 45 of the routes airlines have chosen to 
launch will face direct competition from at least 
one other carrier. On 24 of these routes 
competition comes from just one competitor, while 
a further 10 routes are already served by two other 
carriers.  Six routes have three competitors and five 
routes have four competitor. Those five routes are; 
Atlanta to Chicago ORD (Frontier joining), Hartford 
to Orlando (Sun Country joining), Houston IAH to 
Las Vegas (Sun Country joining), Mexico City to 
Bogota (Vivaaerobus joining), and New York JFK to 

North America welcomes 93 new routes in last seven weeks involving 
92 airports as US demand stable at 75%-80% of pre-pandemic level 

http://www.airserviceone.com/
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London LHR (JetBlue joining American, British Airways, 
Delta and Virgin Atlantic). 

92 airports welcomed a new service  

A total of 92 airports welcomed at least one of the 93 
new routes launched in the last seven weeks. Leading 
the way with 15 new routes was Las Vegas. Frontier was 
responsible for eight of these routes, Southwest and Sun 
Country three each and Spirit one. Austin ranked second 
for most new airline routes with eight, all of which were 
launched by American. Rapid City in South Dakota also 
welcomed eight new routes, all offered by Allegiant, but 
these were all operated just four times each around the 
time of the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally (see page 14). 

Atlanta celebrated six new services (all operated by 
Frontier), while Pittsburgh (Allegiant and Breeze) and 
Ottawa (Flair and PAL Airlines) both saw five additional 
services being offered. 

Looking at a state/province level, Texas came top this 
month with 17 new services, followed by Nevada (16), 
British Columbia (11), South Dakota (nine) and Georgia 
and Ontario (both with eight). 

Allegiant seats up 23% in September 

Analysis of schedule data for September shows that 
American still has a healthy lead over its nearest rivals, 
Delta and Southwest, in terms of seats offered from US 
airports. All three of the US global carriers have capacity 
at between 80% and 90% of their 2019 figure. Leading 
the way for seat recovery among US carriers are the 
country’s three ULCCs; Allegiant seats are up 23%, Spirit 
capacity is up almost 6% and Frontier seats are up 3.3%. 

With international traffic opening up, Air Canada and 
Volaris are now among the top 12 carriers operating 
from US airports. While Air Canada’s US capacity is still 
down 60%, Volaris’s seats are up almost 30%. 

Denver, Phoenix and Salt Lake City seats up on 2019 

Among the top 20 US airports (those offering the most 
seats in September 2021), three are already offering 
more seats than they did in September 2019. They are 
Salt Lake City (+9.8%), Phoenix PHX (+2.2%) and Denver 
(+1.2%).  

At the other end of the ranking comes San Francisco, 
where capacity is still at only 60% of September 2019, 
Boston (67%) and New York JFK (68%). All three of these 
airports are typically more reliant in business traffic than 
leisure traffic. 

Myrtle Beach tops flight growth rankings 

In previous months, the analysis of which airports had 
seen the biggest increase in the number of flights versus 
two years ago had seen secondary airports in Florida 
dominate the rankings, as airlines recognised the 
potential advantage of flying holiday makers to less 
crowded and therefore potentially safer airports. 
Compared with the rankings in July there were new 
entries in the top 10 in September for Austin, Colorado 
Springs, Lihue, Palm Springs and Salt Lake City while 
Boise, Hilton Head Island, Key West, Panama City and 
Pensacola dropped down the rankings. 

Austin sees massive American expansion 

The appearance of Austin-Bergstrom International 
Airport in second place is primarily down to American. 
Although it is only the airport’s second biggest carrier 
(by flights and seats) after Southwest, it has increased 
flights by over 50% compared with September 2019. 
During that period it has increased its network of non-
stop services from eight to 23. In particular, American 
launched six new routes on 8 September, with daily 
flights commencing to Cincinnati, El Paso, Indianapolis, 
Jacksonville, Kansas City and Reno. The following day 
daily service to St. Louis was added. 

Alaska Airlines has also increased its presence in Austin 
with a net increase of 53 weekly flights compared with 
September 2019. This is down to an increase in weekly 
frequency on its five pre-existing routes, plus new daily 
flights to Boise and Los Angeles. 

Mexico domestic traffic now at over 85% of 2019 figure 

Analysis of the latest passenger figures from Mexico 
shows that the country’s airlines carried 4.37 million 
passengers on domestic routes in July 2021. That figure 
represents a drop of 13% compared with pre-pandemic 
July 2019. Volaris continues to be the leading domestic 
airline with 1.71 million passengers in May, representing 
39.1% of the total market. Next came Vivaaerobus with 
30.0%, ahead of Aeromexico (15.1%) and Aeromexico 

Connect (12.3%). The gap between Volaris and 
Vivaaerobus has narrowed from 15.5 percentage points 
in April to 9.1 percentage points in September. The 
national carrier’s share continues to be below 30%. 

International passenger numbers were 3.87 million in 
July, which is down only 12.8% compared with two years 

earlier. In June, the decline had been just 12.5%. The 
leading carriers for international passengers in July were 
American (573k), United (565k) and Volaris (431k) 
followed by Aeromexico (399k) and Delta (363k). 
Compared with May, United has closed the gap 
considerably on American. 
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Canada’s pax demand is up to 45% of 2019 level in early September; 
Toronto’s downtown airport finally reopened on 8 September 
Passenger demand in Canada is finally starting to recover. Latest passenger figures 
collected by CATSA at Canada’s eight busiest airports shows a rapid improvement since 
early June. At that time demand was only at 10% of the 2019 figure. However, by the end 
of August, demand was up to around 45% of the pre-pandemic figure, though further 
recovery appears to have stalled in early September. 

Capacity at 55% of 2019 levels in September 

Analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics schedule information for all Canadian airports 
shows that while July capacity figures were at just 33% of the July 2019 level, in August 
this had risen to 46% and climbed even further to 55% in September. The September 
figure is aided by the re-opening of Toronto City Airport on 8 September, with both Air 
Canada and Porter Airlines resuming service from the downtown island facility. 
Provisional data for October indicates that capacity may increase to 61% of the 2019 
figure, but there is plenty of time for this still to change.  

Looking at airline seat capacity in September, Porter Airlines will be down 75% compared 
with 2019, Air Canada down 47% and WestJet down 35%. There is better news for Swoop 
which is down just 19% while Flair is now Canada’s third biggest carrier and has seen seat 
capacity grow over 200% since September 2019. In early August the airline launched 
several new domestic routes including daily service between Ottawa and Halifax.  

Early August also saw WestJet launch a new 2-weekly European service from Calgary to 
Amsterdam, using its 787-9s. KLM already serves the market 6-weekly. 

http://www.connect-aviation.com/
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Located on the Willamette River, some 180 kilometres south 
of Portland, Eugene has a population of around 170,000. 
Eugene Airport (IATA code EUG) lies in the north-west corner 
of the city, around 11 kilometres from downtown. Between 
2010 and 2019 passenger numbers at the airport grew by 61% 
from 755,000 to just over 1.2 million. In 2020 demand fell by 
55% to 546,000. 

The airlines driving that growth were Delta and United, with 
American starting service at the airport from Los Angeles in 
2013, followed by Phoenix PHX in 2017. Throughout the last 
decade, United has been the biggest carrier at the airport 
followed by Alaska Airlines. In 2019, United offered non-stop 
service to Chicago ORD, Denver, Los Angeles and San 
Francisco, while Alaska Airlines served Portland and Seattle. 
Delta served Salt Lake City and Seattle, and Allegiant offered 
connections to Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Oakland, Phoenix AZA 
and San Diego. 

Since 2019, Allegiant has added further routes to Orange 
County and Palm Springs, while Alaska Airlines began Los 
Angeles flights. This year has seen American launch service 
from its Dallas/Fort Worth hub, Avelo commence service from 
Hollywood/Burbank and, most recently, Southwest begin 
service from Las Vegas and Oakland on 29 August. However, 
Alaska Airlines has dropped its Portland service and American 
no longer offers flights to Los Angeles. In July 2022, Eugene 
will host the World Athletics Championships. 

Corendon Airlines ... Eugene in Oregon welcomes both Avelo and Southwest in 2021 

Puerto Vallarta popular with Canadian and US sun-seekers 

Rapid City in South Dakota on track for busiest ever year in 2021 

Located on Mexico’s Pacific Coast. Puerto Vallarta is a popular 
destination for tourists due to its beaches. The airport serving 
the city is named after Gustavo Diaz Ordaz who was Mexico’s 
president between 1964 and 1970. Between 2012 and 2019 
passenger numbers at the airport doubled from 2.5 million to 
just over five million. During that period domestic traffic 
increased by 140% and international traffic by 90%. In 2019, 
international traffic accounted for 64% of the total, down 
from 79% in 2006. 

In 2019 domestic services were dominated by flights to 
Mexico City, which accounted for more than 60% of the 
market. The US market was slightly bigger than the domestic 
market, with Los Angeles, Dallas/Fort Worth and San 
Francisco being the top three destinations. The Canadian 
market accounted for most of the rest with flights from 16 
airports, of which Calgary, Vancouver, Toronto YYZ and 
Montreal were the top four. There were also flights from 
Finland, Panama and the UK. 

No carrier had more than 11% of the market, with the top five 
airlines being American, Volaris, Interjet, Vivaaerobus and 
United, in that order. Since then Interjet has failed.  

New international routes launched so far in 2021 include 
Spirit from Dallas/Fort Worth and Houston, Southwest from 
Orange County and Frontier from Las Vegas, while American is 
set to launch service from Austin in November. 

Rapid City Regional Airport (IATA code RAP) lies around 15 
kilometres southeast of Rapid City in South Dakota. There are 
year-round daily flights to Dallas/Fort Worth (with American), 
Denver (United), Minneapolis/St. Paul (Delta) and Salt Lake 
City (Delta). During the summer these are complemented by 
further daily flights with American to Charlotte-Douglas, 
Chicago ORD and Phoenix, and with United to Chicago ORD 
and New York EWR. 

Allegiant has year-round, low-frequency flights to Phoenix 
AZA and Las Vegas, plus seasonal flights to Los Angeles and 
Punta Gorda in Florida. In August, for the Sturgis Motorcycle 
Rally, it added eight routes that just operated for the period 
of the event; to Appleton, Grand Rapids, Indianapolis, 
Knoxville, Nashville, Orlando SFB, Peoria and Pittsburgh.  

The airport recently reported that it handled 87,249 
passengers in June. This beat the previous record for any 
June, which previously stood at 80,761 in June 2019. In the 
first half of 2021 passenger numbers reached 263,756 
compared with 298,356 in the same period of 2019. With 
scheduled airline capacity currently forecast to be 18% higher 
than in 2019, the airport could have its busiest year ever.  

For any aviation enthusiasts visiting the area, the South 
Dakota Air and Space Museum looks worthy of a visit. It is 
located on the edge of Ellsworth Air Force Base, located about 
15 kilometres north-east of Rapid City. 


