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Europe’s seat capacity at 70% of 2019
levels in October; US reopening soon
This weekend has seen airport and airline network planners
and developers finally meet face-to-face for the first time in
over 18 months, as the 26th World Routes Development Forum
takes place in Milan, Italy. This is a positive sign not just for the
aviation industry, but for the whole business community as
such conferences in other industries are also now starting to
return, thus encouraging the return of business travel.
In the four weeks since The ANKER Report was last published,
Europe’s air travel market has remained relatively stable. Yes,
Europeans will soon be allowed to visit the US for ‘nonessential’ reasons, and the UK has gradually been relaxing some
of the travel rules and regulations that have left the country
near the bottom of the recovery rankings among European
countries. However, a lot of additional paperwork and
bureaucracy remains when it comes to air travel, which is
undoubtedly having an impact on people’s willingness to travel.
Capacity at 70% in October
Latest airline schedule data for October (the last month of what
the aviation industry calls the summer season) shows that seat
capacity across all of Europe is currently expected to be around
70% of the figure from 2019. This is a slight improvement from
the 67% recorded in September. However,
the October figure may still come down as
airlines continue to adjust frequencies and
capacities in light of demand.

load factor of 78.4%, compared with 3.6 million at 83.6% in
August. In September 2019 it was 3.82 million at 94.5%. While
many legacy carriers are only reporting monthly data every
quarter, SAS reported its scheduled load factor as being just
53% in September, while Finnair is at 40.5%. However, these
carriers are still operating several long-haul services primarily
for cargo, which is having a significant impact on their
passenger load factor figures.

Albania still leading the recovery
Breaking down capacity by country market reveals that the
small Albanian market is still the only one showing capacity
growth of more than 10% in October compared with 2019.
Among Europe’s big six country markets, the more popular
tourist destinations have again performed best with Turkey
leading the way at 85% recovery, followed by Spain (76%) and
Italy (71%). France is now at 65%, ahead of Germany (57%) and
the UK (54%).
The only countries doing worse than the UK in terms of their
capacity recovery in October are the Czech Republic (at 44%)
and Finland (at 43%). In July Prague airport traffic was down
69%, while Helsinki traffic was down 78% in August.

Airline results for September
Among airlines, Ryanair has already
reported that it carried 10.6 million
passengers in September at a load factor of
81%. This compares with 11.1 million
passengers in August at a load factors of
82%. However, in September 2019 the
carrier welcomed 14.1 million passengers
at a load factor of 96%. As the graph on the
right shows, Ryanair has been one of the
most successful airlines in terms of
capacity, operating at about 90% of its
This month’s issue is heavily focussed 2019 level.

If you are reading this while attending
World Routes in Milan, I hope you are
enjoying the chance to once again
meet people in person, to discuss how
the European and North American
aviation markets can move forward in
a way that works for both airports,
airlines and other related industries.

on the Italian market, where much is Wizz Air reported transporting almost
happening, not least the imminent end three million passengers in September at a
of Alitalia, and the launch of its
successor ITA. Meanwhile, several
other airlines are aggressively targeting
the Italian market for growth, in
particular Ryanair and Wizz Air.
We also reveal 67 new routes launched
across Europe in the last four weeks
and almost 50 new routes in North
America, where another federal
holiday (Columbus Day) has encouraged airlines to try out some more new
routes. For the latest news and analysis
check out www.airserviceone.com for
data-driven content produced by The
ANKER Report.
Ralph Anker
(ralph@anker-report.com)
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67 new European routes launched in last four weeks; Wizz Air leads
way with 24 including 16 in Italy; Istanbul-Dallas is longest new route
In the last four weeks since The ANKER Report was last
published, we have identified 67 new routes involving
European airports. These were started between 11
September and 8 October. A total of 28 airlines had
something to celebrate with Wizz Air leading the way
with 24 new services, nine of which were from its
recently opened base in Naples. In total, 16 of Wizz Air’s
new routes involved airports in Italy.
The next most prolific airline for new route launches was
Blue Air with five new routes; four from Milan LIN and
one connecting London LHR and Nice.
With the recent opening to the public of the Dubai EXPO
2020, it is no great surprise to see Dubai featuring
heavily among the recent batch of new routes. Flydubai
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began four new routes to Europe, Wizz Air two with one
each from airBaltic, LOT Polish Airlines and Lufthansa.
Istanbul to Dallas is longest new service
In among all the intra-European routes and new services
to the Middle East (Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Sharjah), there
were a handful of genuine long-haul routes. Leading the
way (in terms of sector length) was Turkish Airlines’s
new 4-weekly service to Dallas/Fort Worth (at 10,099
kilometres), followed by Eurowings Discover adding
Mauritius to its Frankfurt network (9,176 kilometres).
Then came World2fly’s Madrid to Havana service (7,475
kilometres) and JetBlue’s second transatlantic route
between New York JFK and London LGW (5,583
kilometres). There were two new routes of less than 200
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kilometres; BRA Braathens between Gothenburg and
Aarhus (182 kilometres) and Ryanair’s Malaga to Tangier
service (166 kilometres). Both involve flying over water.
Lots of activity in Italy
A total of 33 countries celebrated new routes involving
European airports with Italy leading the way with 28,
followed by Spain (14), the UAE (12) and the UK (10). At
an airport level, the winner in this issue is Naples with 10
new routes just edging out Dubai with nine. Then comes
Milan LIN with five, and Prague and Rome FCO with four
each. A total of 85 different airports were involved in
these 67 new routes. Looking ahead, the start of the
winter season at the end of October is set to see a
considerable number of new European routes.

2

New European services to Dubai will help bring visitors to delayed
EXPO 2020; Emirates and flydubai account for almost 80% of flights
With the delayed EXPO 2020 opening to the public on 1
October it is not surprising that the number of direct
flights between Europe and Dubai has been growing
quickly in recent weeks, with several airlines launching
service to the UAE hub for the first time (airBaltic and
LOT) and other carriers, notably flydubai, launching
service to several new destinations.
While Dubai still has various travel requirements in
place, it is also keen to welcome as many people as
possible to its showcase event. Unlike Abu Dhabi and
Bahrain which host annual F1 races, and Qatar, which
will be hosting the FIFA World Cup in late 2022 (as well
as F1 races in 2021 and 2023-2032), Dubai has not been
so desperate to host such global sporting events.
However, the EXPO 2020 event has been heavily
promoted globally and the six-month showpiece is
expected to welcome over 100,000 visitors per day.
69 European airports with non-stop service to Dubai

According to Cirium Data and Analytics schedule
information, almost 70 airports in Europe will be
connected to Dubai with a non-stop service this month.
That compares with 63 in October 2019.

For the week commencing 4 October, Cirium Data and
Analytics schedule information shows 489 weekly
departures from airports in Europe to Dubai. This is 34%
fewer than for the equivalent week in 2019.

While some destinations have been suspended (notably
UK routes to Edinburgh, London LGW and London STN)
several airports have acquired Dubai service during the
pandemic. These include Ankara (operated by flydubai
and Pegasus Airlines), Ljubljana (flydubai), Minsk (Belavia
and flydubai), Riga (airBaltic), Salzburg (flydubai) and
Tirana (flydubai). The good news for Gatwick is that its
Emirates service is set to resume on 10 December.
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Emirates accounts for 278 of the weekly flights (57%)
with sister carrier flydubai responsible for a further 107
(22%). The leading European carriers are Turkish Airlines
(24 weekly flights), British Airways (14 weekly) and
Lufthansa (10 weekly). A further 16 airlines share the
remaining 56 weekly frequencies.
The top 15 countries for flights shows the UK to be well
ahead of anyone else with 80 weekly departures. Turkey
is second with 52 followed by Germany with 42. By late
October the number of weekly flights looks set to
increase to well over 500. Compared with 2019, four of
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the top 15 country markets are showing an increase in
weekly flights; Belarus (which had no non-stop flights in
2019), Hungary (flydubai began 4-weekly Budapest
service on 30 September), Poland (flydubai began daily
Warsaw WAW service on 30 September) and Ukraine.
33 European countries with non-stop service to Dubai
A total of 33 European countries now have non-stop
service to Dubai, three more than in 2019 with Albania,
Belarus, Latvia, Luxembourg and Slovenia welcoming
new scheduled connections while North Macedonia and
Slovakia have currently lost their links.

flydubai has not (yet) resumed service to either Skopje
or Bratislava, though SmartWings plans to begin a
weekly Bratislava service to Dubai later this month.

3

Italy sees domestic traffic rise by 7% in August compared with 2019
while international demand is down 55%; Ryanair, Wizz Air growing
Italy’s airports welcomed almost 193 million passengers
through its airports in 2019, making it Europe’s sixth
busiest country for air traffic demand after the UK
(300m), Spain (275m), Germany (248m), Turkey (209m)
and France (201m). Last year traffic fell by 73% to just
under 53m with pre-pandemic traffic in January and
February accounting for 44% of the total. After a sluggish
start to 2021, demand has increased significantly in
recent months. In June traffic was still down 65%
compared with the same month in 2019, but in July it
was down 46% and in August just 36%.
Domestic traffic up 7% in August
The latest traffic data (for August 2021) shows that
domestic traffic accounted for 6.55m passengers and
international for 6.45m. Compared with August 2019,
international traffic was down 55%, while domestic
traffic was up 6.6% with many Italians clearly opting for a
‘staycation’ this summer.

While Rome FCO and Milan MXP remained Italy’s busiest
airports, there was considerable variation in terms of
their demand recovery compared with August 2019.
While Rome FCO (down 63%), Milan MXP and Venice
VCE (both down 57%) have yet to recover half their
traffic, demand at Brindisi was up 8% compared with two
years ago with Olbia (down 1%), Palermo (down 4%),
Catania (down 11%) and Cagliari (down 15%) proving
that Sardinia and Sicily remained popular destinations.
Ryanair now three times bigger than Alitalia
Looking at the leading airlines for scheduled seat
capacity in September reveals that Ryanair was offering
three times as many seats from Italian airports as
Alitalia, and more than its four nearest rivals combined.
Compared with August 2019, Ryanair has increased its
capacity by 12% (or almost 73,000 additional departing
seats) with Bari, Catania and Venice VCE seeing the
biggest increase in seats.
Alitalia’s capacity fell by 52% compared with 2019. With
Alitalia services set to end on 15 October it will be
interesting to see what the network of its successor,
currently called ITA, will look like, having already been
forced to give up slots at key airports.
easyJet cut capacity significantly at Milan MXP and
Venice VCE, but did launch its first ever flights from
Milan BGY in late May to Olbia, followed by Amsterdam
and Paris CDG in September. A new Gatwick service is
set to begin at the end of the month. easyJet appears to
have dropped Genoa from its network (at least for now)
while Bologna’s only easyJet service (to London LGW) is
not resuming until next summer.
Wizz Air more than doubles Italian capacity
The busiest carrier in the Italian market since the start of
the pandemic has been Wizz Air, which has increased
capacity by more than 150%. It has established bases at
Bari, Catania, Milan MXP, Naples, Palermo and Rome
FCO and launched dozens of new routes, including
domestic services, something Wizz Air seemed keen to
avoid prior to the pandemic.

Another carrier which has behaved opportunistically in
the Italian market is Romania’s Blue Air. While cutting
capacity at what were its two busiest Italian airports
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(Turin and Rome FCO) it has started operating from
Milan LIN, from where it has launched no fewer than
eight routes in just a few weeks.
Albania capacity is up 44%

While the UK and USA are both still down over 60% and
the major French and German markets are down over
40%, three country markets in the top 15 have recorded
capacity growth since September 2019.

Capacity data for September shows that international
seats were down 42%, but not all country markets have
seen the same level of recovery. Among the top 15
country markets the recovery rate varies considerably.

Romania capacity is up 7% thanks to massive expansion
by Ryanair, while Albania capacity is up 44% thanks to
Wizz Air and also Air Albania. Finally, Morocco seats are
up 11% thanks mostly to Royal Air Maroc and Wizz Air.
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Milan Malpensa set to welcome over 50 airlines this winter; easyJet,
Ryanair and Wizz Air are the three busiest airlines in September
Milan’s busiest airport is located around 50 kilometres
north-west of the centre of the city. Much of the current
infrastructure dates from the late 90s when the
previously modest-sized airport was developed to be a
potential major hub. As a result, passenger numbers
jumped from 3.5 million in 1997 to over 20 million in
2000. With two parallel runways, the airport has been
able to expand rapidly, and passenger numbers reached
almost 29 million in 2019, when the airport ranked as
Europe’s 22nd busiest according to ACI Europe.
However, the airport’s high rate of growth in 2019 owes
a lot to the fact that Milan LIN was closed for three
months and many flights were redirected to Malpensa
during that period.
Alitalia drives initial rapid growth
However, the airport’s growth has not been
straightforward. Flag-carrier Alitalia, which had fuelled
the airport’s initial rapid growth and had made the
airport its primary base, significantly cut its operations at
the airport in 2009, although in 2019 it was still the
airport’s second busiest carrier (after easyJet) in terms of
flights. However, right now it has no services at the
airport as all Alitalia flights are currently set to end on 14
October.
According to the airport, Alitalia’s successor, currently
called ITA, hopes to launch non-stop service to New York
as soon as possible. Other Italian carriers, such as Air
Italy and Volareweb, have been and gone, while
Lufthansa Italia lasted from the beginning of 2009 to the
end of October 2011. Local carriers Blue Panorama and
Neos remain at the airport but have only modest
operations.
The latest data for 2021 shows that in August the airport
handled 1.46 million passengers, which is down 57%
compared with August 2019. This ranks it as Europe’s
23rd busiest airport. While demand is gradually
recovering, the airport is taking the opportunity to
resurface one of its two main runways.
(U)LCCs now dominate at Malpensa

easyJet made Malpensa a base in March 2006, having
launched flights to the airport from Berlin and London in
2005. The carrier has operated flights to over 80
destinations in the last 15 years and in 2019 Malpensa
was its fourth biggest base after London LGW, Berlin TXL
and Geneva.
Ryanair had chosen to focus its presence in the Milan
region at Bergamo, but in December 2015 it finally began
flying from Malpensa as well. Since then, it has offered
flights to around 35 destinations and is now the airport’s
second biggest carrier.
Similarly, Wizz Air had initially been more interested in
serving Bergamo rather than Malpensa. As part of its
network realignment during the pandemic it made
Malpensa a base in July 2020 and has added more new
routes in 2021. According to the airline’s website it now
offers flights to 45 destinations from Malpensa, with
some of these services set to start later this year.
Over 50 airlines currently serving Malpensa

These three carriers alone account for around 60% of the
airport’s seat capacity in September 2021, according to
analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics schedule
information. The remaining 40% is spread across almost
50 other airlines. Other LCCs present include Eurowings
and Vueling.
However, the majority of the remaining airlines offering
flights from Malpensa are flag-carriers from across
Europe and North Africa. These include Aegean Airlines,
Aeroflot, Air France, British Airways, Brussels Airlines,
EGYPTAIR, KLM, LOT Polish Airlines, Lufthansa, Luxair,
Royal Air Maroc, SAS, SWISS, TAP Portugal, Turkish
Airlines and Ukraine International Airlines. All three
Middle East global hub carriers (Emirates, Etihad Airways
and Qatar Airways) also serve Malpensa, as do the three
global US airlines (American, Delta and United).
Between now and the end of the year, the majority of
new services (as opposed to resumed services) will be
started by either Ryanair or Wizz Air. One exception is
Eurowings, which plans to begin service from its
upcoming Prague base from 31 October. The Lufthansa
LCC already serves Malpensa from four German airports.
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easyJet first of four new carriers to serve Milan Bergamo in 2021/22;
Eurowings, Flyr and Transavia starting flights in next six months
This has been a significant year for Milan Bergamo
Airport, as it has announced the arrival of four new
carriers. easyJet launched flights at the airport on 28
May when daily service to Olbia began, followed on 21
July by seasonal service to Malaga. On 6 September year
-round flights to Amsterdam and Paris CDG were added,
while 3-weekly London LGW service is set to commence
from the end of October.
At the same time, Eurowings will begin its first ever
flights to Bergamo, a 4-weekly service from Düsseldorf.
Then, in January 2022, Norway’s newest short-haul
carrier, Flyr, will introduce weekly service from Oslo,
followed on 3 April by Transavia starting 3-weekly
service from Rotterdam. In addition, Vueling, which
already operates to Bergamo from Barcelona, will begin
a second route from Paris ORY on 2 November.
Tenfold growth in 17 years
Located around 45 kilometres north-east of downtown
Milan, Milan Bergamo Airport is convenient for accessing
the region’s stunning lakes and mountains. In 2002 the
airport handled just 1.3 million passengers. However, in
2019 this had grown more than tenfold to reach almost
14 million, making it Italy’s third busiest airport after
Rome FCO (43.5 million) and Milan MXP (28.8 million).
Although traffic was down 72% in 2020, this summer has
seen the airport make a strong recovery. Passenger
numbers were down only 36% in July and just 31% in
August, when the airport welcomed over 950,000
passengers, twice as many as in August 2020.
Ryanair main driver of rapid growth
The driver of this phenomenal growth has been Ryanair,
which made the airport a base in February 2003 having
first served the airport from Frankfurt HHN in February
2002, followed by London STN in April 2002. Since then,
Europe’s biggest low-cost carrier has offered service to
almost 150 different destinations, though not all have
survived the test of time.
Several new routes are being launched, or in some cases
are being resumed after a significant break, this winter.
These include Birmingham, Liverpool and Newcastle in
the UK, Helsinki, Toulouse, Weeze and Stockholm ARN,
although the latter is basically just moving from
Stockholm NYO. Banja Luka in Bosnia & Herzegovina is
also expecting to welcome 2-weekly service from
Bergamo for the first time from the beginning of
November.
Wizz Air selling 15 destinations
Between 2004 and 2009 Bergamo’s second busiest
carrier was MyAir, which operated a fleet of A320s and
CRJ 900s on both domestic and international routes.
When the carrier collapsed in July 2009, Wizz Air took
over as the airport’s second biggest carrier. Wizz Air
began serving Bergamo in 2004 from its Budapest and
Katowice bases. Since then, it has operated flights to 30
other destinations according to Cirium Data and
Analytics schedule information. However, as with
Ryanair, many of these routes have been dropped.
Right now, the airline’s website is listing 15 destinations
as being bookable from Bergamo, of which seven are in
Romania, three in Poland and two in Bulgaria. The other
routes are Chisinau in Moldova, Tirana in Albania and St.
Petersburg in Russia. The launch date for the latter route
has been pushed back several times and is currently set
for 27 March 2022.
Terminal expansion and enhancements
The airport continues to develop its facilities and opened
the brand-new ‘HelloSky’ lounge in early June. This
facility, operated by GIS is a premium lounge (600m²)
located on the first floor, prior to passport control and is
open to both domestic and international travellers. It
includes spaces to work, relax, eat and drink as well as
showering facilities and a smoking room.
The next project to be completed will be the new west
extension which includes the enlargement of the
Schengen arrivals and departure areas, additional
baggage carousels for all destinations, six new boarding
gates and added retail offerings. With Europe’s aviation
recovery being driven by the region’s (U)LCCs, Milan
Bergamo Airport seems well positioned to face the
future with considerable optimism.
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Milan Linate sees significant (U)LCC growth this year as slot rules are
relaxed; Blue Air is second biggest carrier after Alitalia in October
During the last couple of years, some €40m Euros has
been spent on refurbishing Milan Linate. In 2019 the
airport was completely closed for three months while
the runway was completely rebuilt and since then there
have been major improvements to the airport’s only
terminal building, creating a brighter and more open
environment for passengers. The airport lies just seven
kilometres east of the city centre, making it the most
convenient airport for Milan’s population and visitors.
Annual traffic between nine and 10 million passengers
However, since the redevelopment of Malpensa into a
major airport, Linate’s capacity has been restricted by
various movement limits, as well as limiting destinations
that can be served to just domestic routes or airports in
the EU. The movement limit is currently set at 18 per
hour (excluding PSO routes), while flights to the UK
(which is no longer in the EU) are still permitted, at least
until October 2022.

Not surprisingly, this has resulted in the airport’s
passenger throughput being quite stable, with annual
passenger demand fluctuating between eight and ten
million from 2003 to 2018. In 1997, before the revamped
Malpensa became operational, the airport had handled
over 14 million passengers.
In August, Linate welcomed over 500,000 passengers in a
month, the most it has handled since the pandemic
began. That represents a drop of 33% compared with
August 2018. In July traffic had been down 46%
compared with the same month in 2018, showing that
the airport’s recovery is now well under way.
Alitalia still has over half of all Linate flights
Alitalia (and likely its successor ITA) remains the
dominant carrier at the airport. In 2019, the last calendar
year before the pandemic, the Italian flag-carrier
accounted for over two-thirds of flights and over 60% of
scheduled seat capacity at Linate. Despite the airline’s
well-publicised issues since then, Cirium Data and
Analytics figures indicate that this September Alitalia still
operated over half of all flights at the airport.
With almost 50 departures per day the airline was
serving 17 destinations, of which 13 are in Italy. The four
international routes are to Amsterdam, Brussels, London
LHR and Paris ORY. Among the domestic routes, Cagliari
is served with up to nine daily flights while Rome FCO is
served eight times daily on weekdays. ITA is set to take
over from Alitalia on 15 October, though how smooth
the transition will be remains to be seen.
easyJet was the second biggest carrier at Linate this
summer and was offering flights to six destinations in
September. There were domestic routes to Brindisi,
Catania and Palermo as well as international routes to
Amsterdam, Paris CDG and Paris Orly. Brindisi flights,
launched on 19 July, ended on 27 September, while
Catania and Palermo services (both launched on 11 June)
cease on 30 October. However, London LGW service is
set to resume on 31 October.
Blue Air & Wizz Air take advantage of revised slot rules

According to the airport, ITA will be allowed to take 85%
of Alitalia’s Linate slots with the remaining 15% being
returned to the slot co-ordinator, Assoclearance. With
the slot rules having already been relaxed during the
pandemic, some airlines have taken the opportunity to
establish a greater presence at Linate.
The best example of this is Romanian carrier Blue Air,
which until this summer had only served Linate from its
home base in Bucharest. However, in August the carrier
added new service to Barcelona, Catania and Paris CDG
and followed this up in September with new routes to
Lamezia Terme, Madrid, Palermo and Prague. As a result,
in October it will be the airport’s second busiest airline
(by flights) pushing easyJet into third place.
Wizz Air has also been actively developing its presence at
the airport. This summer it has launched three domestic
routes to Bari (1 July), Brindisi (3 July) and Naples (30
July). Volotea also took advantage of the slot rules to
operate low frequency domestic routes during the peak
summer period to Brindisi, Catania, Lamezia Terme,
Lampedusa and Pantelleria, Finally, Vueling, on 26
September, shifted its 3-daily Barcelona service from
Malpensa to Linate, at least until the end of October.
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Ryanair and Wizz Air both announce new Venice Marco Polo bases
on same day; will compete head-to-head on three domestic routes
Well, that’s a coincidence, isn’t it? Europe’s two leading
ULCCs both announced on the same day (6 October) that
they will be making Venice Marco Polo Airport a base in
2022. Ryanair announced that it will base three of its
new 737 MAX 8s (or 737 8-200 ‘Gamechangers’ as the
airline prefers to brand them) at the airport and will be
offering 24 routes next summer, of which 18 will be new.
Meanwhile, Wizz Air has announced it will base two
aircraft at the airport and offer 16 new routes starting in
2022, to complement its existing Catania service. Two of

those routes, Sharm El Sheik and Tenerife TFS, will not
start until November 2022. This will be Wizz Air’s
seventh base in Italy.
It is worth noting that Ryanair opened a base at Venice
Treviso Airport earlier this year and will be offering
flights from there to almost 50 destinations in 2022. In
addition, Wizz Air is selling flights from Venice TSF to
Chisinau, Kiev IEV, Skopje, St. Petersburg, Tirana and four
destinations in Romania.
Only Cagliari announced by both carriers
Maybe surprisingly, given the rapid recent increase in
direct competition, the only destination that was
announced on 6 October by both Ryanair and Wizz Air
was Cagliari, on the Italian island of Sardinia. This is a
destination served by Volotea since it launched
operations in April 2012. Volotea will be relieved to see
that Ryanair has announced no routes to Greece, where
it currently serves 13 airports. However, Wizz Air has
named both Mykonos and Santorini among its new
routes.
Ryanair and Wizz Air have already been competing headto-head this summer on the route to Catania. By
announcing Naples as one of its new destinations, Wizz
Air will start competing with Ryanair on that route, as
the Irish carrier has been serving that market since last
July.
easyJet, which was Venice VCE’s busiest airline in 2019,
focuses primarily on routes to France and the UK. While

Wizz Air will now be competing on the London LTN route
and Ryanair on the Toulouse route, it will probably be
relieved that its arch-rivals have not been too aggressive
in targeting its core markets. In fact, easyJet’s network
has much more overlap with Volotea’s.

Increased competition among (U)LCCs at Venice Marco Polo in 2022
Country

easyJet in S21/S22

Ryanair in S22

Volotea in S21/S22

Albania
Austria

Vienna

Croatia

Dubrovnik, Split

Czech Republic

Egypt

Prague

Hurghada, Sharm El Sheikh

Sharm El Sheikh

Estonia

Tallinn

Finland

Helsinki

France

Bordeaux, Lyon, Nice, Paris CDG,
Paris ORY, Toulouse

Marseille, Toulouse

Bordeaux, Lyon, Marseille, Nantes,
Toulouse

Germany

Berlin

Nuremberg

Hannover

Greece

Kefalonia, Rhodes, Santorini

Athens, Corfu, Heraklion, Kalamata,
Karpathos, Kefalonia, Kos, Mykonos,
Preveza, Samos, Santorini, Skiathos,
Zakynthos

Iceland
Cork

Israel

Tel Aviv
Brindisi, Olbia

Bari, Brindisi, Cagliari, Catania,
Comiso, Crotone, Naples, Palermo,
Trapani

Luxembourg

Alghero, Bari, Brindisi, Cagliari,
Catania, Lampedusa, Naples, Olbia,
Palermo, Pantelleria

Cagliari, Catania, Lamezia Terme,
Lampedusa, Naples

Luxembourg

Moldova

Chisinau*

Morocco
Netherlands

Mykonos, Santorini

Reykjavik

Ireland

Italy

Wizz Air in S22/W22
Tirana*

Casablanca
Amsterdam

North Macedonia

Skopje*

Poland

Gdansk, Katowice

Portugal

Lisbon

Romania

Bucharest*, Cluj-Napoca*, Iasi*,
Timisoara*

Russia

St. Petersburg*

Spain

Ibiza

Sweden
UK

Barcelona, Madrid, Menorca,
Santander

Alicante, Bilbao, Malaga, Menorca,
Palma de Mallorca

Palma de Mallorca, Fuerteventura,
Tenerife TFS

Stockholm ARN
Bristol, Edinburgh, Glasgow, London
LGW, London LTN, Manchester

Ukraine

London STN

London LTN

Odessa

Kiev IEV*

Source: Airline press releases and Cirium Data and Analytics. *Operates from Venice TSF. Bold destinations are new for Ryanair and Wizz Air in 2022.
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The four (U)LCCs of Naples; Wizz Air joins easyJet, Ryanair and
Volotea in opening a base; 5m pax added between 2014 and 2019
The Naples urban area is apparently the seventh largest
in Europe and yet in 2000 its airport handled just four
million passengers. By 2015 this had increased to just
over six million. However, during the next four years
passenger numbers increased by an impressive 76% and
reached almost 11 million in 2019, making it one of
western Europe’s fastest-growing airports during that
period. In 2015, easyJet was Naples’ biggest carrier
ahead of Alitalia and Meridiana. The UK-headquartered
carrier had made Naples its 25th base in March 2014.
Ryanair arrives in 2017
The 27% increase in traffic in 2017 can be attributed
primarily to the arrival of Ryanair, which began serving
the airport in the summer of that year and also made the
airport a base, its 86th. The airport’s growth between
2015 and 2019 is primarily down to Ryanair, easyJet’s
continued expansion and Volotea’s growth at the
airport. In 2019, Alitalia ranked only fourth at the airport
while Meridiana had become Air Italy and had slipped to
seventh, behind Lufthansa and Eurowings. At that point
Wizz Air ranked just 13th with regular flights to
Bucharest, Budapest, Katowice, Sofia and Warsaw WAW.
Flights from its Vienna base had started a week before
Christmas.
Naples’ traffic peaks in August with almost 1.2 million
passengers using the airport that month in 2019. That
compared with just under 600,000 in January and
February of that year. The first two months of 2020 had
seen record passenger numbers for those months, but
then the pandemic hit. Last August saw the airport
welcome over 440,000 passengers (down 63% compared
with August 2019), helped by Volotea officially making
Naples its sixth Italian base in July. Across the whole of

2020 traffic was down 74%. The airport’s latest
passenger figures (for August 2021) show that demand is
still down 34% compared with August 2019, but 78% up
on August 2020.
Wizz Air offering 26 destinations this summer
Wizz Air officially began based operations at Naples on
30 July 2021. It had been serving the airport since 2009
when it launched flights from Budapest. The basing of an
aircraft has enabled the ULCC to launch new domestic
routes to Lampedusa, Milan Linate and Olbia, three
leisure routes to Greece (Chania, Mykonos and Santorin)
and one to Spain (Ibiza).
In mid-September, a second wave of new routes was
launch with the arrival of a second based aircraft.
According to the airline’s booking tool the following 11
destinations will then be added; Casablanca,
Fuerteventura, London LTN, Prague, Reykjavik KEF,
Sharm El-Sheikh, Tallinn, Tel Aviv, Tenerife TFS, Turin and
Verona. That will bring to 26 the number of destinations
served by Wizz Air from Naples this summer.
Not to be outshone, the day before Wizz Air launched its
Naples base, Ryanair announced plans to add 12 new
routes from Naples this winter. The new destinations for
Ryanair are Agadir, Bucharest, Fuerteventura, Lanzarote,
London LTN, Milan MXP, Prague, Sofia, Tallinn, Tel Aviv,
Tenerife TFS and Zagreb. Three of these destinations
(Agadir, Lanzarote and Zagreb) are new for Naples. The
other nine are all served by Wizz Air, which seems to be
sending a fairly clear message to its ULCC rival.
Most European flag-carriers present
This summer, Alitalia’s only flights from Naples were to
Rome FCO (2-daily) and Milan LIN (3-daily). Most of

Europe’s flag-carriers are serving Naples this summer
according to Cirium Data and Analytics schedule
information for August. These include Aegean Airlines,
Aer Lingus, Aeroflot, Air France, airBaltic, Austrian
Airlines, British Airways, Brussels Airlines, Iberia, KLM,
Lufthansa, Luxair, SAS, SWISS, TAP Portugal and Turkish
Airlines.
Despite the imposing presence of easyJet, Ryanair and
Wizz Air, other LCCs also offer flights to Naples. These
include Air Arabia Maroc, Blue Air, Eurowings, flydubai,
Jet2.com, Norwegian, SkyUp, Transavia and Vueling. The
4,160-kilometre service to Dubai with flydubai is the only
scheduled service at present of over 2,500-kilometres.
Non-stop service to the US has been offered in the past
by Eurofly (between 2005 and 2009 to New York JFK)
and Meridiana (from 2010 to 2017, also to New York
JFK). In May 2019, United Airlines began a seasonal, daily
service to Naples from its New York EWR base, but this
route has yet to be resumed post-pandemic.

Destinations served in S21 by Naples’s four biggest carriers
Country

easyJet

Ryanair

Austria

Vienna

Belgium

Brussels CRL

Volotea

Vienna

Bulgaria
Croatia

Sofia
Split

Zadar

Czech Republic

Prague

Denmark

Copenhagen

Egypt

Sharm El-Sheikh

Estonia

Tallinn

France

Nice, Paris ORY

Germany

Berlin

Greece

Athens, Corfu, Mykonos, Rhodes

Hungary

Bordeaux, Marseille, Nantes, Paris
BVA, Toulouse

Nantes

Chania, Corfu, Mykonos, Rhodes,
Santorini, Thessaloniki, Zakynthos

Heraklion, Kefalonia, Mykonos,
Preveza, Rhodes, Santorini, Skiathos,
Zakynthos

Budapest

Reykjavik KEF

Ireland

Cork, Dublin

Israel

Tel Aviv
Cagliari, Catania, Milan MXP, Olbia,
Palermo

Lithuania
Malta

Alghero, Cagliari, Catania, Genoa,
Milan BGY, Palermo, Trieste, Turin,
Venice VCE, Verona

Alghero, Cagliari, Catania, Genoa,
Lampedusa, Olbia, Palermo, Trieste,
Venice VCE

Lampedusa, Milan LIN, Milan MXP,
Olbia, Turin, Verona

Kaunas
Malta

Morocco
Netherlands

Chania, Mykonos, Santorini

Budapest

Iceland

Italy

Wizz Air

Malta
Marrakech

Amsterdam

Casablanca

Eindhoven

Poland

Krakow, Warsaw WMI, Wroclaw

Portugal

Lisbon

Romania

Warsaw WAW
Bucharest

Spain

Ibiza, Menorca, Palma de Mallorca

Switzerland

Basel, Geneva

UK

Bristol, Edinburgh, London LGW,
London LTN

Ukraine

Barcelona, Madrid, Malaga,
Menorca, Palma de Mallorca, Seville,
Valencia

Fuerteventura, Ibiza, Tenerife TFS

Edinburgh, London STN, Manchester

London LTN

Kiev KBP, Lviv

Kiev IEV, Lviv

Source: Cirium Data and Analytics and Wizz Air website

The ANKER Report

Issue 72: Monday 11 October 2021

10

Vueling announces 28 new routes from Paris Orly in November after
Air France slot reallocation; four more routes to be confirmed
Having recently secured 18 daily slots at Paris ORY that
were returned by Air France in return for European
Commission approval of French government financial
support for the flag-carrier, Vueling has revealed the 28
new routes it will be launching from early November. As
a result, it will be offering service to 48 destinations this
winter. The 28 new routes for this winter, which include
six that were previously served, are:
•

Agadir: 2-weekly from 3 November

•

Asturias: 2-weekly from 3 November*

•

Bari: 2-weekly from 2 November*

•

Belfast BFS: 2-weekly from 2 November

•

Bergen: 2-weekly from 4 November

•

Billund: 2-weekly from 4 November

•

Birmingham: 3-weekly from 3 November*

•

Bologna: 3-weekly from 3 November*

•

Cardiff: 2-weekly from 2 November

•

Cork: 2-weekly from 5 November

•

Dublin: 7-weekly from 2 November

•

Edinburgh: 3-weekly from 2 November*

•

Genoa: 2-weekly from 5 November

•

Glasgow: 2-weekly from 4 November

•

Gothenburg: 2-weekly from 5 November

•

Granada: 2-weekly from 3 November

•

Hamburg: 4-weekly from 3 November

•

Jerez de la Frontera: 2-weekly from 5 November

•

Leipzig: 2-weekly from 2 November

•

Malta: 2-weekly from 5 November

•

Milan BGY: 3-weekly from 2 November

•

Newcastle: 2-weekly from 4 November

•

Nuremberg: 3-weekly from 2 November

•

Santander: 2-weekly from 5 November

•

Stockholm ARN: 2-weekly from 6 November

•

Tangier: 2-weekly from 3 November*

•

Turin: 2-weekly from 2 November

•

Zaragoza: 2-weekly from 4 November

*Previously served
In total these routes will generate 68 weekly departures
from Orly, split fairly evenly across the week. Monday
will see 11 departures, Tuesday nine, Wednesday eight,
Thursday nine, Friday 10, Saturday 11 and Sunday 10.
Based on analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics schedule
information for November 2021, Vueling will face direct
competition from Orly on just five of the 28 routes.
Agadir and Tangier are both already served by Royal Air
Maroc and Transavia France, while Air France’s LCC also
already serves Dublin and Stockholm. Finally, Air Malta
will now no longer be the only carrier connecting Malta
with Orly.

20 routes were previously scheduled for this winter
Prior to the slot handover, Vueling was already planning
to serve 20 destinations from Orly this winter. Of these
12 were in Spain; Alicante, Barcelona, Bilbao,
Fuerteventura, Gran Canaria, Ibiza, Lanzarote, Malaga,
Palma de Mallorca, Santiago de Compostela, Tenerife
TFS and Valencia. The other eight are Copenhagen,
Florence, Lisbon, London LGW, Milan MXP, Porto, Prague
and Rome FCO. The Prague service started on 1 July this
year.
Air France Group accounts for half of all Orly flights
Looking at schedule data for September reveals that Air
France and its low-cost subsidiary Transavia are, not
surprisingly, the two busiest carriers at the airport and
account for almost half of all departures. What may
come as a surprise is that Transavia is now busier than
Air France at Orly.
Pre-pandemic this was not the case. Exactly how this has
come to pass is worthy of a separate piece of analysis.
Vueling ranks third with 13% of flights while easyJet is
not far behind with 11%. With these new routes Vueling
will move into a clear third place.
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Mamma mia, here we go again; airlines still have faith in Swedish
market as Eurowings, Finnair and Ryanair all descend on Arlanda
In 2019, the last pre-pandemic year, passenger numbers
using Sweden’s airports fell by almost 5%. Near
neighbours Denmark and Norway saw zero growth while
Finnish airports registered growth of 4%. Across all of
Europe traffic grew by around 3%. In Sweden, one of the
reasons cited for the traffic decline was the growing
social movement of ‘flight shaming’, which had started in
Sweden in 2017. Other factors included the collapse of
regional carrier NextJet in May 2018 and some
downsizing by Norwegian as it struggled with its financial
issues.
Taking a chance on Stockholm
In the period April to December 2020, traffic at Sweden’s
airports fell by 88.4% compared with the same period in
2019. In the first half of 2021, passenger numbers were
still more than 80% down compared with 2019.
However, in July this improved significantly to being
down 53% and in August improved still further to minus
45%.
However, Swedavia, the operator of most of Sweden’s
airports, has been able to report some good news this
year. It has managed to entice Ryanair to move their
Stockholm operations, starting this winter, from Skavsta
to Arlanda and has also secured multiple new short- and
medium-haul services from Lufthansa’s LCC Eurowings,
as well as some new long-haul services from Finnair.
Will airlines make money, money, money?
Ryanair will open its Arlanda base at the end of October
with two aircraft and over 20 new routes. In addition to
the international routes summarised in the table below,
it will also begin domestic services to Gothenburg (14weekly), Malmö (10-weekly) and Skelleftea (2-weekly
from 3 December). In November, Ryanair will be
operating 93 weekly departures from Arlanda across 22
routes giving an average of 4.2 weekly flights per route.
The Eurowings base opening next summer will see the
carrier base five aircraft at the airport with plans to
operate 20 routes, though only 15 have been announced

so far. Of these four are in Germany and four in Spain.
Schedule data for next June shows a total of 69 weekly
departures on these routes, indicating an average of 4.6
weekly flights .
In the long-haul market, Finnair has chosen to start longhaul flights from Stockholm ARN this winter to three US
destinations and two in Thailand. Los Angeles, Miami
and New York JFK will all be served 3-weekly with the
oneworld carrier’s A350-900s . SAS will be operating
daily to Newark and Chicago this winter and 3-weekly to
Miami. Thai Airways is set to serve Bangkok (2-weekly)

and Phuket (weekly), while TUIfly Nordic is expected to
offer service to Phuket and Krabi.
The winner takes it all?
The arrival of Ryanair and Eurowings at Arlanda will put
additional pressure on Arlanda’s biggest carriers,
Norwegian and SAS. Alicante, Barcelona and Malaga are
all likely to be served by all four carriers (with Vueling
also serving Barcelona and easyJet serving Malaga). It
will be fascinating to see if all four carriers are able to
compete viably in the Stockholm market, or whether
there will be casualties. Only time will tell.

Increased competition on international routes among carriers at Stockholm Arlanda
Country

Eurowings in S22

Norwegian in Q3 2021^

Austria
Belgium

Brussels CRL

Bosnia & Herzegovina

Sarajevo

Bulgaria

Bourgas

Croatia

Dubrovnik, Split

Cyprus

Larnaca

Czech Rep.
Denmark

Ryanair in W21

SAS in Q3 2021^

Vienna
Brussels BRU

Banja Luka
Pula, Split

Prague
Copenhagen

Copenhagen

Aalborg

Billund, Copenhagen

Estonia

Tallinn

Tallinn

Tallinn

Finland

Helsinki

Helsinki

France

Nice

Nice, Paris CDG

Germany

Berlin, Cologne Bonn, Düsseldorf,
Hamburg

Berlin, Munich

Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden

Nice, Paris CDG
Berlin, Düsseldorf, Frankfurt

Greece

Athens, Chania, Rhodes

Thessaloniki

Athens, Chania, Thessaloniki

Hungary

Budapest

Ireland

Dublin

Italy

Rome FCO

Palermo, Pisa, Rome FCO, Venice VCE

Bologna, Milan BGY, Venice VCE*

Kosovo

Pristina

Latvia

Riga

Riga

Lithuania

Palanga, Vilnius

Kaunas

Netherlands

Amsterdam

Norway

Oslo

Poland

Gdansk

Gdansk, Krakow, Lisbon

Portugal

Faro

Faro

Serbia
Spain

Vilnius
Amsterdam
Bergen, Oslo, Trondheim

Gdansk, Krakow, Warsaw WMI
Faro, Lisbon

Belgrade

Nis

Alicante, Barcelona, Malaga, Palma
de Mallorca

Alicante, Barcelona, Malaga, Palma
de Mallorca

Alicante, Barcelona, Malaga

Birmingham

London LGW, Manchester

Liverpool, London STN

Switzerland

UK

Milan LIN, Palermo, Rome FCO

Alicante, Barcelona, Gran Canaria,
Malaga, Palma de Mallorca
Geneva, Zurich

London LHR, Manchester

Source: Cirium Data and Analysis, airline websites. *Starting in S22 ^At least 13 departures in Q3
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Istanbul IST stays top of European passenger rankings in August in
Turkey 1-2; Heathrow finally back in top 15 as Schiphol top EU hub
Passenger statistics collected for over 350 airports across
Europe show that for the second month running
Istanbul’s new airport is once again Europe’s busiest
airport in August, a position it also previously held in
April. As in July, Antalya makes it a 1-2 for Turkish
airports while Aeroflot’s home base of Moscow SVO
again ranks third. Amsterdam has overtaken Paris CDG
to become Western Europe’s leading hub, at least for
now.
The only airport that climbed more than one place
within the top 15 in August was Barcelona, which moved
up two places from 11th to ninth. Heading in the wrong
direction were two Russian airports, Moscow DME and
St. Petersburg, which both fell two places to 10th and
14th respectively.
Heathrow finally back in top 15
Compared with July, there is one new entry in the top
15, as London LHR makes a welcome return replacing
Moscow VKO. The Russian airport slips to 16th, just
ahead of Munich, Vienna, Lisbon and Rome FCO.
Heathrow appears back in the top 15 for the first time
since April, when it ranked 14th. It had slipped as low as
17th in both June and July.
In July, the 15th busiest airport handled 1.85 million
passengers. For August this has risen to 2.11 million.
Whereas in July there were 33 European airports
handling at least one million passengers, in August this
had risen to 38. Airports joining the ‘million’ club in
August were London STN (1.143m), Bucharest (1.054m),
Nice (1.036m), London LGW (1.023m) and Ibiza
(1.016m). The UK finally has three airports with over one
million monthly passengers. Gatwick ranked as Europe’s
37th busiest airport in August. In 2019 it was Europe’s
10th busiest airport with 46.6m passengers.
Traffic still down almost 40%
Across all the airports that handled at least one million
passengers, traffic was down on average 37% in August.
Among the top 15 airports, St. Petersburg was down only
4%, while Istanbul SAW was down just 9% and Moscow
DME just 10%. At the other extreme, London LHR is still
down 71%, Paris CDG down 53% and Frankfurt down
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51%. Among the airports with more than one million
passengers in August, London LGW had the biggest
reduction in passengers at 79%, ahead of Rome FCO
(down 63%) and Munich, London STN and Oslo, which
were all down 60%.
Among other capital city airports struggling to recover in
August, Helsinki traffic was still down an alarming 78%.
Conversely, Albania’s Tirana Airport welcomed 561,325
passengers, which was over 30% more than in August
2019. Several Russian airports continue to perform well.
Kaliningrad traffic is up 87% compared with 2019, Anapa
is up 83%, Sochi 65%, Nizhniy Novgorod 47% and
Makhachkala 35%. In Turkey, compared with August
2019, traffic is up 34% at Mardin, up 29% at Igdir and up
28% at Mus.
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Russia and Turkey recovery slowing
At a country level, among Europe’s biggest country
markets Russia’s four busiest airports saw traffic drop by
just 18% versus 2019, while Turkey’s airports reported a
reduction in demand of 21% in August. However, this is
similar to the figures reported by both countries in July,
suggesting that their recovery may be slowing.
Among western Europe’s five biggest air travel markets,
Italy led the way with the strongest recovery (down
36%), just edging out Spain (down 39%) and France
(down 42%). German airport passengers were down 52%
overall, while across all UK airports demand was down
an estimated 71%, with some airports still to report their
August figures.
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North America welcomes 48 new routes in last four weeks involving
55 airports as US demand stable at 70%-80% of pre-pandemic level
The latest daily figures provided by the US TSA show that
average weekly passenger numbers passing through US
airports have stabilised at around 70%-80% of the level
they were back in 2019, with that figure rising to around
85% on national holidays such as Independence Day (4
July) and Labor Day (6 September). With another federal
holiday (Columbus Day) taking place on Monday 11
October, expect there to be a small uptick in relative
demand for this period.
Airlines launch 48 new routes in last four weeks
During the last four weeks (11 September to 8 October)
The ANKER Report has identified 48 new routes launched
by airlines across North America (see table below). Of
those, 32 began during the last three days of the period
in the build-up to the long weekend. There have been 35
new domestic services in the US.
New international routes from the US have included
services to Canada, Colombia, the Dominican Republic,
Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, Turkey and the UK. There
were also new international routes from Mexico.

17 airlines launch new services
The 48 new routes were flown by a total of 17 airlines, of
which 13 were US carriers. Spirit added 11 new routes
followed by Allegiant with 10 and American with four.
Other US carriers launching new routes included Avelo,
Contour Airlines and Denver Air Connection.
In terms of competition, 23 of the new routes do not, at
present, face direct competition. That means that 25 of
the routes airlines have chosen to launch will face direct
competition from at least one other carrier. On 14 of
these routes competition comes from just one
competitor, while a further five routes are already
served by two other carriers. Three routes have three
competitors and two routes have four competitor. One
route started by Volaris, from Mexico City to Bogota, is
already served by five other carriers; Aeromexico,
Avianca, Viva Air Colombia, Vivaaerobus and Wingo!
55 airports welcomed a new service

A total of 55 airports welcomed at least one of the 48
new routes launched in the last four weeks. Leading the
way with nine new routes was Miami, all of which were
launched by Spirit. These are the first of some 30 routes
that Spirit will be launching from the airport as it adds
another Florida airport to its network.
Minneapolis/St. Paul came second with eight new routes
split between three carriers; Allegiant Air, Denver Air
Connection and Sun Country. Allegiant and Sun Country
both started serving Asheville in North Carolina, Punta
Gorda in Florida and West Palm Beach in Florida.
Allegiant seats up 21% in October
Analysis of schedule data for October shows that
American still has a healthy lead over its nearest rivals,
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Delta and Southwest, in terms of seats offered from US
airports. Among the three US global carriers, American
has the highest percentage recovery with capacity now
at 92% of its October 2019 figure while United is at 84%
and Delta at 83%. Leading the way for seat recovery
among US carriers are the country’s three ULCCs;
Allegiant seats are up 21%, Frontier seats are up 5% and
Spirit capacity is up almost 3%.
Salt Lake City and Miami seats up on 2019
Among the top 20 US airports (those offering the most
seats in October 2021), two are offering more seats than
they did in October 2019. They are Salt Lake City (+6.3%),
and Miami (+4.6%).
At the other end of the ranking comes San Francisco,
where capacity is still at only 62% of October 2019,
Boston (69%) and New York JFK (69%). All three of these
airports are typically more reliant on business traffic
than leisure traffic.

Austin has 834 more flights In October than in 2019
Looking at those airports with the biggest net increase in
departures in October compared with two years ago
sees Austin in Texas lead the way with more than 800
additional flights. This represents an increase of just
under 14%, with almost 7,000 departures in October
2021 compared with 6,135 in October 2019.
American is primarily responsible for this growth adding
788 additional monthly flights, while Alaska Airlines has
added 222, Delta 167 and Southwest 124. However,
Frontier has reduced its flights at the airport by 265,
United by 105 and Spirit by 52. Austin will get some
more global coverage when it hosts the next round of
the FIA Formula 1 World Championship later this month.
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Canada’s passenger demand has stabilised at between 40% and 45%
of 2019 level during September; October looking only slightly better
Passenger demand in Canada, which saw a significant recovery in August, appears to have
stalled in September. During last month passenger numbers through the country’s eight
busiest airports was consistently between 40% and 45% of the figures from 2019, when
adjusted on a rolling week basis.
Capacity at 58% of 2019 levels in October
Analysis of Cirium Data and Analytics schedule information for all Canadian airports
shows that while July capacity figures were at just 33% of the July 2019 level, in August
this had risen to 46% and climbed even further to 55% in September. However, the
October figure currently stands at just 58%, an improvement of just three percentage
points on September. Four weeks earlier the forecast for October had been 61%,
suggesting that confidence in a continuing recovery has fallen. The current estimate for
capacity recovery for November is 60%.
Looking at airline seat capacity in October, Air Transat will be down 69% compared with
October 2019, Air Canada down 47%, Porter Airlines down 46% and WestJet down 33%.
There is better news for Swoop which is down just 11%, while Flair is now Canada’s third
biggest carrier and has seen seat capacity grow over 180% since October 2019.
Looking ahead to next summer, WestJet has demonstrated confidence in the European
market by announcing three new routes. From next May/June it plans to operate from
Toronto YYZ to Dublin, Edinburgh and Glasgow. Competition will come from Air Transat
(Dublin and Glasgow), Air Canada (Dublin and Edinburgh) and Aer Lingus (Dublin).
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