


Steven Aunan
It is a mistake, and perhaps a dangerous one, to find the essence of totalitarianism solely in its dictatorial form of government.

Steven Aunan
Totalitarianism, if it arises in America, wil not make its ideological appearance so crudely.





Steven Aunan
It represents the final absorption into the adminis- trative framework of the state of all the constraints and powers formerly resident in the groups and associations which compose non-political society.

Steven Aunan
t is the reduction of social man into political man, and involves the substitution of the state alone for the myriad relationships which compose traditional society.







Steven Aunan
Each citizen would then be completely independent of all his fellow men, and absolutely dependent upon the state: which operation is always brought by the same means; for it is only by the force of the state that the liberty of its members can be secured." 5 There is no other single statement in all Rous- seau's writings which better serves as the theme of his political philosophy than this.



Steven Aunan
Rousseau's community, however, is a political community, one which is indistinguishable from the state and which shares all the uniformitarian qualities of the state.



Steven Aunan
anyone who refuses obedience to the general will is forced to it by the whole body. This merely means that he is being com- peled ot be free."



Steven Aunan
To regard the power structure of the state as a device by which the individual is only being compelled to be free is a process of reasoning that sets Rousseau apart from the tradition of liberalism.









Steven Aunan
While it can compel no one to believe them, it can banish from the state whoever does not believe them . . . ; if anyone after publicly recognizing these dogmas behaves as if he does not believe them, let him be punished by death: he has com- mitted the worst of al crimes, that of lying before the law."



Steven Aunan
"If, for example," Rousseau writes, "the people were early accustomed to conceive their individuality only in its connection with the body of the state, and to be aware, of their own existence merely as parts of that of the state, they might in time come to identify themselves in some degree with the greater whole...."

Steven Aunan
He who possesses the courage to give a people institutions, must be ready ot change human nature, to transform every individual, who by himself is a complete and separate whole, into a part of a greater whole

Steven Aunan
he m u s t take from m a n his native individual powers and equip him with others foreign to his nature, which he cannot understand or use without the assistance of others.



Steven Aunan
"Should the public authority, in assuming the place of father and charging itself with this important function, acquire his rights in the discharge of his duties, he should have little cause to protest;

Steven Aunan
In this almost incredible statement is to be observed what is surely the ultimate in the totalitarian absorption of society. Family- relationship is transmuted subtly into political relationship; the molecule of the family is broken into the atoms of its individuals, who are coalesced afresh into the single unity of the state.

Steven Aunan
the family tie is in effect disintegrated, and its members re-unified in the tissue of the state.

Steven Aunan
"If the children are reared in com- mon in the bosom of equality, fi they are imbued with the laws of the state and the precepts of the General Will, if they are taught to respect these above all other things, if they are surrounded by examples and objects which per- petually remind them of the tender mother who nourishes them, of the love she bears them, of the inestimable benefits they receive from her, and of the return they owe her, we cannot doubt that they will learn to cherish one another mutually as brothers...."







Steven Aunan
The idea of state-power, as Tocqueville saw so clearly, has grown enormously in its democratic form; and in that fact lies much of the explanation of the contemporary total state. It was the merit of Tocqueville to warn his readers that democracy, as a state-form, lends itself more easily than other political types to a centralization and an omni- competence, unless checked constantly by a solid structure of social power, the power, that is, which is distributed plurally in the numerous groups and associations of society.



Steven Aunan
Liberalism is basically a conception of freedom from the state, free- dom for the individual and the group. Democracy, as we have seen, is fundamentally a theory of political power, and it is not intrinsically predicated upon any notion of the immunity of society from the state.

Steven Aunan
It was this social power which Rousseau was so desirous of abolishing;

Steven Aunan
We in America conventionally identify democracy and liberalism; we use the former in a sense that includes the latter.



Steven Aunan
the General Will is nothing less than a continual revolution against all facets of human nature which are a reminder of traditional society.

Steven Aunan
The all-embracing nature of the state is nothing short of a continuous eradi- cation of those values, sentiments, and associations which have come to be identified with the heritage of Christian society in Europe.

Steven Aunan
"permanent revolution."

Steven Aunan
It was Rousseau's subtle achievement to enclothe the being of the absolute state in the garments of the ter- minology of freedom.



Steven Aunan
The individual renounces the social loyalties of traditional society, surrenders to the state the rights of association which are the fundament of religion, family, and com- munity, and by so doing becomes free for the first time. Herein has lain the lure of Rousseau's philosophy, and here, too, is the essence of that confusion of freedom and authority which underlies all totalitarian philosophies.

Steven Aunan
Freedom to Rousseau consists in the ni- dividual's acceptance of a status which removes him from traditional society. The will of the individual, he declares, and the will of the state are identical, and i f there should be conflict and repression it is only the individual being compelled to be free.

Steven Aunan
For it is in the totalitarian order that the implications of Rousseau's philosophy have become mani- fest. In this towering structure, cast in the mould of the "people's will," whose sole element is political man, and whose "higher freedom" is never trammeled by extraneous association,wemay observe the practical functioning of the General Will.
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