“Throughout my culinary journey, I've held onto one simple philosophy - you’re only as good as your last
meal. It's a mantra that keeps me grounded and constantly striving for excellence. Equally important to me is
the opportunity to impart my knowledge and experience to the younger generation—the future of our
industry.”

| developed a love for cooking from a young age inspired by my mother Ratna’s incredible cooking skills. As
my father Umesh Pangam was in the police force which meant a lot of moving from city to city however i
went to a Boarding school (Belgaum Military School) at a young age. It also meant learning to be self-
sufficient and the importance of food especially home cooked and delicious food. Coming from a Konkan
region my father is from Karwar and mother from Goa a lot of fish and seafood was consumed at home,
though a lot of time was spent in Belgaum and our language at home was Marathi. Love of Konkan food,
Maharashtrian food and any local delicacies was a thing | had developed from my childhood. As | was
always known from a young age | could smell good food a mile away. | was always fascinated by how
versatile the Indian culture and food is and how different it is not only from state to state but also region to
region and every home and family have a secret masala of some sort. This has made me realize never to
stop learning new things.

| studied Hotel Management in Bangalore, and | went on to begin my career as a chef by working at some
of India’s luxury hotels such as Oberoi, Taj, Radisson & Leela. The learnings from studying and working in
India have been invaluable to me and have helped me immensely to be what | am today.

| moved to New Zealand in 2001-2002 which was a temporary visit but ended up calling it home ever since
and have never left. | have worked in the bay of islands, Auckland, Hamilton, Palmerston North & have
called Wellington our permanent home since 2011. | live in the northern suburbs with my wife-Manjeeta,
son-Varun, daughter- Maahi & our doggy - Shadow. We love the close-knit friends we have here in
Wellywood. Love the markets, the beaches, the walks and everything is so close. Love to spend time in
Martinborough & the Wairarapa. My favorite food to eat is a simple khichdi or some fresh fish.

My signature style of cooking is combining the distinctive cuisine of his native India with the exceptional
quality New Zealand ingredients available. | have been part of the Millennium Hotels and Resorts for over
18 years and love being able to impart my knowledge and passion to the young talented chefs that come
through my kitchens, always striving to be a positive influence. | strongly believe in leading by example and

constantly adapting, while cherishing the good people who surround me, | owe a lot of my success to my

team. | have been fortunate enough to win a lot of accolades over the year some of the most notable ones in
the recent times were winning the Visa Wellington on a Plate garage project Burger Wellington 2023 with
Indian Inspired - Goan Chicken Ros Pao Omelette Burger and to follow up with a back to back win again
this year Indian Inspired again - Nawabi Lamb Galouti Croissant Bun Burger. The support from the locals,
our regulars and especially from the Indian community has been huge and | am ever so grateful. Also one of
my career highlights has been becoming the Oraking Salmon Ambassador Chef again in 2023-2024 & to
top off 2024 - | was honored by being chosen to be one of 4 New Zealand Beef & Lamb Ambassador chefs.
| am truly humbled & ever so grateful to everyone for their continued support and encouragement.
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My musical journey started when | was 5 years old starting with Western classical
singing lessons. Every Saturday | went to Encore school of music; | didn’t think much of it
but soon | enjoyed singing and looked forward to attending classes every week. I've
completed 5 Trinity London exams for singing in the 6 years of attending singing
lessons. When | was around 9, | started piano lessons, just like my brother. | practiced
on our piano and developed great hand eye co-ordination and enjoyed reciting pieces.
Something about piano which | love is how you could learn to play a song, but you will
never forget how to play it. Even today | can still play some songs and read sheet music
just from the muscle memory.

Around a year later | started Hindustani Classical singing lessons. In a way my previous
musical experience helped me greatly when learning this new genre of music. For
example, learning Western music helped use my voice for the best of my ability and |
used the piano to identify notes and help me sing in the right pitch. But overall learning
Hindustani Classical singing has taught me technique and has made me think in a

different perspective when listening to Indian music. Around the start of last year, | learnt

to play the ukulele. Previously in primary school me and a friend learnt the ukulele in the
school choir for fun, that's where my interest for the ukulele came from.

| picked it up quite fast because like the piano, both of my hands were always doing
something but played together in unison. After | had learnt about frets, how to strum and
some basic notes | even learnt how to play some Indian songs on the ukulele while
singing. At first, | learnt music just because | was going to classes but now | do it for
myself and having the satisfaction that I've learnt a new skill and song! I've always
enjoyed playing an instrument and | think anyone can as welll
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Sunday, 13th Oct 2024, 11.30am-5pm
Venue: St Teresa Hall
301 Karori Road, Karori
FREE ENTRY for WMAI Members
& their kids (o-17yrs)

Pricing for Non-members
$25 per adult
$10 per child (5-17 years)
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Little
Champs
First time in

Wellington

17 NOVEMBER 3-6 pm
Little Theatre

Lo Hutt, Wellington

Book your tickets
- with QR code <R
An nt co-produced by Gandhar Jog
& Divyesh Bapat

Date: 17th Nov 2024


https://www.tugoz.com/events/WMAI/marmabandhatali-thev

HERTETAT AR ATAAT STNPSAT ARTHE Fedl
STd. OIS 511, fastgR 3nfor sperett an fSregnae.
T ASIAT B JE Ul FgURS I UTAATSTT 31
FUIATd. AT AAST €U T ATS1 A (1. & AT
PTAPTAT YBRI= Bedl SATd. U RiA-7[5 WIAFS
A SIIdl. YT BTel Alh SIHET TTAdId R HTel Alh
HISUIAT YOI AT SATRId. & ITNAT AT ABATISA
ARTA. faUed: SR FHedn Son-a1 a9 ardes,
FHSPH A FBeAlCD! ATHAAAR.

IE - % HIS S Ureiep, R HST ST AL, s
INOT JrErSd ™ 2 31 Jobl (b)), 2 Al R
BI5, 2 HIS TIHCT HIGAT WISl &=, 3-¥ Bl fd&C
fewemn faw=an, st Sy gse, ura g o, R
TIATGH R Piss (1 Alcell i YA HAl ),
3 THAYYH IS, R STATYHA AT, HS FAAFTAR
HISUIA HAMfEA —  TIATYE A, 36-3% AGUT UTehooAT
e e, ura ATt AT, ¢-20 Jerdl AT fie=a,
2 Eoge fawre, e g5a

q,;!ﬂ_

2) W TS W Y Al ATl T2 Yo STl
BIS P&l STST &= 21

2) Thl ALH BRI FHIAl Yddell ST, THSH
3) ATd ¢ ATET UTON STAT. Ppo=AT Gl AT .

%) TR FToA 1 IRH AT ATSH T ALTA GBS
1. FT AT = TTAT S0 U Tebsild TG A

&) I Ad =i, S8, /e 9a1al. § fgor vest sesd
AT SMOT ITHGR AT TS ARV Tg fUoer sraa
foceht febargen =1 A1l ag &4l T drce e uroi
el

&) TSI TWIEIAA ARTA BT I AE HES HMPUl Sal.

WISUIRN Fl -

2) A8 FHBoAld del 9Tefel d HSHSId IRA FIS 2l I A
A <1 AT TS0 AT d AT BIER dg HAL. de
fSTreg=1 SISEett Pig=t .

) AT GATd HIE 9Tl HGY ISASeAl Pl AHUMA JhS
A1, FAd FAAA WIAT ATSIeHl AT A §iS 2l

3) TGOl AT A1 B AT f7E=2 9red.

%) [ assean Siean 1 Feue, 1891, gesa anfun faec

@) AT AT BISUN TSAA FTETIN AT

TS Tehl AT dictH el HICT. ATaR &l BISUN THaRET
U, IEdT=l §AG APl I BISUNESHE el Al
ATSTIARIER SANA AR UTAH ARTA. 3 AT HATEHAa
AN febeat U ATell. HET ATSH, AR, A9AT P, A1
IS 0T, ST 3AOT TEITE) CEITcTell ShIiRieR 3l A5y
HE 1. BAE ARTAN.

HET ATSH, AR, dAT BIU, Y BISUIA a1, HId Sf01
THTE SRl PIAAR AT A FHE TE. BANE ARG
UTeTep-Hell SPTE] THTS YHIONA gl T SATEl. 99 Il
UTeAep-H-IPT SMUATAT FAT AT THIUA ATUTA & BTl
Fehd STl gl TSI HUTHUNAA APTeAl AR degl faie Sied

By - A ST

€ www.facebook.com/nzwmai
@ www.wmai.site




