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The Grand Canyon National Park became a US National Park in 1919 by signed order of President Woodrow Wilson. It is believed that  
the Colorado River carved out this Wonder of the World 5-6,000,000 years ago. Covering a length of 277 miles and ranging from  
4 to 18 miles wide, it also descends to depths of a mile. The Grand Canyon embraces 1,217,262 acres within the state of Arizona and was  
designated a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 1979.
 
The primary areas for public use are in the North and South Rims, and their contiguous places along the canyon. Prized for its  
colorful layers of exposed rock, dating from the Precambrian times, Nearly 2 billion years of Earth’s geological story have been 
made visible as the Colorado River and its tributaries cut through layers of rock while the Colorado Plateau was uplifted.
 
Some believe the Havasupai People and perhaps other tribes native to this land may be able to genetically trace their origins back 
to the first people who appeared in North America some 20,000 years ago. The Havasupai continue to inhabit this land.
 

Established in 1919
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