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At the time it was completed in 1935, Hoover Dam was the
tallest and was the largest hydroeleclnc plant in the world
until 1948. It required re-routing the Colorado River and
constructing two Coffer Dams, rock barriers and diversion
tunnels to keep the water level from cresting the top of the
dam when discharging water at a rate of 200,000 cubic feet
per second. The engineering proved good when the
cofferdams, rock barrier and diversion tunnels handled

the rushing ‘flood water.

AHTIST Rising from a black, polished base, is a

142-foot ﬂa%po\e flanked by two wmged figures, which
Norwegian born and naturalized citizen-Artist, JW Hansen,
calls the Winged Figures of the Republic. They express “the
immutable calm of intellectual resolution, and the enormous
power of trained physical strength, equally enthroned in
placid triumph of scientific accomplishment.”

Surrounding this base is a terrazzo floor, inlaid with a

star chart, or celestial map. The chart preserves for

future generations the date on which President Franklin D.
Roosevelt dedicated Hoover Dam, September 30, 1935
The plaque to commemorate the 96 men who died during
its construction reads: “They died to make the desert bloom.
The United States of America will continue to remember that
many who toiled here found their final rest while engaged in
the building of this dam. The United States of America will
continue to remember the services of all who labored to
clothe with substance the plans of those who first
envisioned the building of this dam.”

HIGH SGALERS Eammg less than $1.25 per hour,

daring Native American men, former circus acrobats and
sailors climbed ropes down the steep and crumbling canyon
walls carrying 44 Ib jackhammers and dynamite. It was their
job to clear loose rock while carefully picking their way
through live air hoses, electrical lines and bundles of drll\
steel. Necessity requlred them to improvise hard-boiled
hats of tar covered cloth to survive rock falls. Eventually,
commercially made hard-hats were issued. These men
performed death defying feats daily. This includes one
mid-air rescue of a Civil En%neer who slipped off the rim.
Quick reflexes sent one High Scaler swinging out over the
canyon to catch him by the leg. Joined by another scaler,
the shaken engineer was pulled, unharmed, to safety.
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At the time it was completed in 1935, Hoover Dam was the
tallest and was the largest hydroelectric plant in the world
until 1948. It required re-routing the Colorado River and
constructing two Coffer Dams, rock barriers and diversion
tunnels to keep the water level from cresting the top of the
dam when discharging water at a rate of 200! 000 cubic feet
per second. The engineering proved good when the
cofferdams, rock barrier and diversion tunne\s hand\ed

the rushing flood water.

ARTIST fiing trom a biack, polished base, is a

142-foot Ha%pole flanked by two winged figures, which
Norwegian born and naturalized citizen-Artist, JW Hansen,
calls the Winged Figures of the Republic. They express “the
immutable calm of intellectual resolution, and the enormous
power of trained physical strength, equally enthroned in
placid triumph of scientific accomplishment.”
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Surrounding this base is a terrazzo floor, inlaid with a

star chart, or celestial map. The chart preserves for

future generations the date on which President Franklin D.
Roosevelt dedicated Hoover Dam, September 30, 1935.

The plaque to commemorate the 96 men who died durmg
its construction reads: “They died to make the desert bloom.
The United States of America will continue to remember that
many who toiled here found their final rest while engaged in
the building of this dam. The United States of America will
continue to remember the services of all who labored to
clothe with substance the plans of those who first
envisioned the building of this dam.”
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daring Native American men, former circus acrobats and
sailors climbed ropes down the steep and crumbling canyon
walls carrying 44 Ib jackhammers and dynamite. It was their
job to clear loose rock while carefully picking their way
through live air hoses, electrical lines and bundles of dr\II
steel. Necessity required them to improvise hard-boiled
hats of tar covered cloth to survive rock falls. Eventually,
commercially made hard-hats were issued. These men
performed death deiyngieats daily. This includes one
mid-air rescue of a Civil Engineer who slipped off the rim
Quick reflexes sent one High Scaler swinging out over the
canyon to catch him by the leg. Joined by another scaler,
the shaken engineer was pulled, unharmed, to safety.
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