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MACKINAC ISLAND NATIONAL LANDMARK
MACKINAC ISLAND (MI) is found in Lake Huron between Michigan’s Upper and Lower peninsulas.  Just some of the awards won by this  
stunning vacation spot is the #1 Top US Summer Destination by Trip Advisor, rated Top US Islands Award by Conde’ Nast Traveler and one of 
the Top 15 World’s Most Romantic Island Getaways for Couples by Trip Advisor. This island sweeps everyone back in time where no cars can be 
found anywhere and horse drawn carriages and bicycles slow life down to an easy old world pace. The 1980 classic Romance movie, “Some-
where In Time“ was filmed here and inspires the annual trek of many fans dressed in Victorian period garb to gather in the elegant Grand Hotel 
at the end of each October for one of many of its highly popular events. 

FUN PLACES TO VISIT Stunningly elegant hotels, economical accommodations, charming shops, wonderful boutiques, early American  
Historical Museums, the Biddle House, local Art Galleries, Famous Handmade Fudge Makers, Wine Tasting Venues, Fort Mackinac, downtown 
nightlife, island beach, wooded and flowered MI State Park trails, Arch Rock formation by the adjacent pedestrian bridge, the Lilac Festival, 
Jewel Golf Course, the Yacht Races.

NATIVE AMERICANS OF MACKINAC ISLAND Prior to 1836, the majority of the island population was Native American. Today, the Mackinac 
Bands of Chippewa and Ottawa Indians are recognized as a State Historic Tribe. They have descended from the Anishinaabe people who  
migrated from somewhere northeast of the Great Lakes area. Agatha Biddle was a Mackinac Island woman from the 1800’s, of French, Oda-
wa and Ojibwe heritage who was a tremendously powerful person even by modern day standards. She conducted a fur-trading business in 
her home as she and her husband raised three children along with other orphans. She was a leader in the church and community. Agatha re-
mained a neutral eyewitness to the War of 1812 when the Odawa and Ojibwe Tribes allied with the British against the U.S. government. She was 
also present during the signing of the Washington Treaty of 1836 which ceded 16 million acres to the US Government. She was also Chief of 
the Mackinac and as such, she was instrumental in saving many tribal members from forced removal by the Indian Removal Act of 1830. She  
activated a network of native people to join in the “capitalist system” and become hunters. As cited by Frank Straus, a writer from the  
Mackinac Island Town Crier, “Many of her kinfolk were too valuable as participants in the Michigan Territory economy to be subjected to brutal 
ethnic cleansing.”  The restored Biddle House is open to the public today and stands as testament to all of this history of Mackinac Island.
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