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MONO LAKE CALIFORNIA

Mono Lake is a saline lake that formed about 760k years ago due to tectonic rifting and now borders the Great Basin and the Sierra
Nevada in Mono County California. Sagebrush, Jeffrey pines, volcanoes, tufa towers and brine shrimp are some of the colorful forms
found here. This is a highly alkaline lake and is considered to be one of the most extreme aquatic environments in the world.

CONSERVATION EFFORTS Mono Lake is recognized by the Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network as a vital place for nearly
2,000,000 migrating shorebirds to rest and eat. California gulls also nest here. In 1990 the lake had dropped 45 vertical feet and lost
69% of its surface area from its 1941 level, due to aqueduct diversions by the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power which
had caused evaporation to exceed inflow. With the aid of the Mono Lake Committee and the Audubon Society, the lake level has
risen and has almost returned to it's goal level of 6417 feet above sea level.

NATIVE AMERICANS A band of the Northern Paiute people called the Kutzadika'a, meaning fly eaters, traditionally foraged and ate
alkali fly

PUPAE HERE. THE MONO TRIBE has two bands: Eastern and Western who meet annually at Hetch Hetchy Valley and Yosemite
Valley to gather acorns, different plants and to trade
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