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MONTERY BAY AQUARIUM

MONTEREY BAY AQUARIUM (MBA) is an award winning public aquarium built in 1984 at the site 

of a defunct cannery that became the inspiration for the rebirth of the former Cannery Row. As an 

architectural design award winner and exhibitor of marine life, MBA is one of the premier attractions 

of Monterey County where it emphasizes ocean conservation through its many art pieces and 

educational programs. An intricate seawater system pumps filtered seawater through the Kelp 

Forest and other exhibits by day and raw seawater by night. The bubble-wall beneath the 

viewing window protects fast swimming species from accidentally banging against the glass 

when dark. MBA became the first Great White Shark exhibitor to keep A Great White  alive 

longer than 16 days. Six Great Whites were shown in the Open Sea Exhibit from 2004-2011. 

Rescued sea otters are the only marine mammals displayed. Cetaceans and killer whales can 

be viewed as they travel through the Monterey Bay from MBA’s ample decks 

along the back of the building.

WHAT TO SEE  Seawater System, Kelp Forest Exhibit, Open Sea Wing, Monterey Bay Habitats Bank, 

Sea Turtles, Stingrays, Sharks: Hammerhead, Blue, Soupfin and Sandbar Sharks, Mahi-Mahi, Blue fin 

and Yellow fin tuna, Mackerel, California Barracuda
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MONTEREY BAY AQUARIUM (MBA) is an award winning public aquarium built in 1984 at the site 

of a defunct cannery that became the inspiration for the rebirth of the former Cannery Row. As an 

architectural design award winner and exhibitor of marine life, MBA is one of the premier attractions 

of Monterey County where it emphasizes ocean conservation through its many art pieces and 

educational programs. An intricate seawater system pumps filtered seawater through the Kelp 

Forest and other exhibits by day and raw seawater by night. The bubble-wall beneath the 

viewing window protects fast swimming species from accidentally banging against the glass 

when dark. MBA became the first Great White Shark exhibitor to keep A Great White  alive 

longer than 16 days. Six Great Whites were shown in the Open Sea Exhibit from 2004-2011. 

Rescued sea otters are the only marine mammals displayed. Cetaceans and killer whales can 

be viewed as they travel through the Monterey Bay from MBA’s ample decks 

along the back of the building.

WHAT TO SEE  Seawater System, Kelp Forest Exhibit, Open Sea Wing, Monterey Bay Habitats Bank, 

Sea Turtles, Stingrays, Sharks: Hammerhead, Blue, Soupfin and Sandbar Sharks, Mahi-Mahi, Blue fin 

and Yellow fin tuna, Mackerel, California Barracuda


