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History of the Multnomah People

I The Multnomah people are a band of the Chi-
coples wl y resided on and
y - ear Sauvie Island i

he Multnomah

and the related Clackamas tribes lived in a series

T - 3 of v long the river near the mouth of the

! ) o il i L 2 Willamette River on the Columba River (the

ey N a0 2 g Willamette was also alled the *Moltnomab” in
- - ® Y LR T S e b IRERERY h rding to archa

19th century). Act

ppate
plant ke @ potato or onion and.a staple food).
disease generally thought to have

K
e e fefly inhabited
by the Cowlitz tribe. The Multnomah people had
Iy been wiped out by the year 1834 due to
mallpox outbre
T 1910, Ulr rem
red to the Grand Ronde

Multnomah F:
Bl
legend, the daughtes
ficed herselfto the Great
Multnomah Fall
River celebrated the ma
daughter to a neighboring trib
didn'tlast long, however, before the area expe
enced an illness tha ed all of the tribes
along the river. The medicine man claimed the
Great Spirt old himal ofthe tribe would die
Spirit received a sacrifice; the Chief's
e, The Chief wouldn't allowit, but
when the daughter saw the sickness affect her
loved ones, she willingly left in the middk of the
night to go to the top of the cliff
Columbia Rive;
When the Chief found his daughter's body, he
prayed to the Great Spirit for a sign that her
spirit was well. Water began pouring from the
cliff and became known as Multnomah Falls
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