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At the southern end of Puget Sound in northern Washington, lies a spectacular 760 acre park of old growth trees, rhododendron 
and rose gardens, beaches, boardwalks and a ferry dock. This is also home to the 29 acre Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium with over 
9000 specimens of 367 animal species run by the Metro-politan Park District of Tacoma. Ecospheres from Pacific Rim are exhibited 
here to highlight some of the most exquisite life forms on earth. Southeast Asian tigers live around forested waterfalls. The Pacific 
Northwestern US red wolf builds its numbers back from near extinction in its sanctuary. The Arctic Tundra lands’ polar bears, arctic 
fox, reindeer and muskoxen are provided safe sanctuary here, too.  The South and North Pacific Aquariums invite guests to dive 
with sharks, hand feed starfish and sea anemones, as well as watch tiny baby jellies through a microscope. Point Defiance Zoo & 
Aquarium has been designated as a “sensory inclusive” site for people with autism and other special needs.

AMAZING SITES TO SEE

Kids Zone, Arctic Tundra, Rocky Shores, Wild Wonders Outdoor Theatre, Red Wolf Woods and the Botanical Garden

Founded in 1905
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