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Yellowstone National Park was the first National Park in the United States and was signed into law by President Ulysses S. Grant in 1872. It
includes 3500 sq miles of extraordinary lands within Wyoming, Idaho and Montana. Preventing harmful and wasteful commercialization
of the beauty and natural resources of this delicately balanced group of biospheres won the day.

'The fly over this park of lakes, canyons, water falls, rivers and mountain ranges leads to the largest highest elevation lake in North America,
Yellowstone Lake. Named for the Yellow Rocks that line the Yellowstone River that feeds it, this lake is sits in the middle of the Yellowstone
Caldera, the largest supervolcano in North America whose Magma Chamber lie 3-7 miles below its surface. Thought to be extinct because it
has only erupted a handful of times over the last two
million years, the thrill of this geographical wonder beckons millions of visitors every year.

‘Where rainwater and snowmelt seep into the ground, geysers, hot springs and fumaroles (steam vents) are formed. Here are a few of the
most popular geothermal sites out of 10,000 found in Yellowstone. Old Faithful geyser erupts scalding hot water high into the air approxi-
‘mately every 90 minutes. boat Geyser, much less predictable, lay dormant from 1911-1961. It is the largest geyser in the world (300°)

and was unusually active in 2018-2019, erupting 40 times. Finally, Grand Prismatic Spring’s steaming colors, an azure blue center sur-
rounded by spectacular red, orange and yellow bands of color, mystify all who see it with its heat-loving algae, bacteria and archaea.

Migrating herds of bison, elk and other large mammals have inhabited these environs for millennia. Native peoples followed them for over
11,000 years. Today these wild animals roam within the park confines and beyond. Many of the park’s wolves were reintroduced from
Canada after near extinction and have returned balance to once ov ded elk p i intaining the balance, conserving its di-
versity and beauty are just some of the goals in effect at Yellowstone National Park.
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