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“It’s no accident, I think, that tennis uses the language of life.
Advantage, service, fault, break, love,

the basic elements of tennis are those of everyday existence,

because every match is a life in miniature.”




e and I felt like I could

Discipline

pays off
for Rosas

El Paso tennis ace
Notre Dame-bound

By Bill Knight

El Paso Times

Ronnie Rosas had his choice.

of 29 different colleges to
continue his tennis career. The
El Paso High standout chose
Notre Dame because of its
disciplined program — and its
academic opportunities, too.

His father, Rene Rosas,
laughed when he said, “I told
Ronnie it was OK to go
to Notre Dame as long as he
stayed away from the football
field. I don’t want him going
anywhere near there ... they

might put a helmet on him.”
fore signing a letter-of-in-
tent last week to attend Notre
Dame on a tennis scholarship,
Rosas narrowed his choices to
= five: San Diego State, San
Diego University, Arizona,
Southern Methodist and, of
course, Notre Dame.
“I just liked the am
it in
right away there,” said Rosas,
wgo ranks in the top 10
gercent, of his senior class at El

aso High.

“It’s a very disciplined pro-
gram. Also, 100 percent of
their athletes last year gra-

- i duated in four years. That's
my goal, too.”

e 18-year-old Rosas has

trained under Gene Stogner, a

- noted disciplinarian, at Santa

Teresa Country Club for most
of his tennis life.

“Ronnie is a good kid,” Rene

® Rosas said. “But the frame-
work of all this discipline was
laid right here with Gene
Stogner. Any kid who comes
out of Gene's~'pfogram 1s
well-behaved, respectful and
fl hard-working.”

Stogner’s guidance and
Rosas’ hard work paid off
again Saturday when the two-
time defending District 1-5A
champion won the regional

§ championship. In the finals,
the second-seeded Rosas de-
" & " "

Ronnle Rosas has a 34-1 record this season, winning district and regional titles.
He's headed for the state meet in Austin to cap off his high school career.

High school: He won Dis-
trict 1-5A as a freshman,
runner-up as a sophomore
and was training in Phoenix
during the '88 season. This
year, he won 1-5A and the
Region | championships,
compiling a 4-1 record with

SYynopsis

Born in El Paso, Texas, Ron Rosas first picked up a tennis racket at the age of five. By his early teens,
he was rising in the ranks as one of the top junior tennis players in the Southwest. Although he was
recruited heavily by many schools nearby, he was determined to get a scholarship from his dream
school, the University of Notre Dame. He wrote a letter to their head coach, Bobby Bayliss, and
was able to get a chance to play in front of him at a national tournament. From there, Ron was able
to secure a visit, and later a scholarship to play for Notre Dame.
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El Paso Times

himself when he was 14 —
flying to nationals, handling

ﬁyerything. It's been good for
im,”

DA D | S ) S S— . = = ).\-:-—: -
U e Lot

umE

i
E
8r

- B Age group: Nationally
- ranked since he was 12. He
was 13th in the nation in
boys 14-under. Last year he
was No. 2 in the nation in
doubles with Frank Salazar.
Two years ago Rosas and
Salazar reached the 16-under
national doubles finals.
B Rosas quote; “It was a
great experience, being able
lay in nationals, to reach

wia

Rosas learned tennis from 1
his mother, tagging along
when he was only 5. He
reached the finals of his first
tournament at age 7 — playing
against 10-year-olds.

Rosas also picked up ath-

letic ability from his father.
Rene Rosas, a dentist, was




He was a standout player at Notre Dame during one of collegiate tennis’s greatest
underdog runs in the 1992 NCAA National Tennis Tournament. Beginning the
tournament as the 10-seed, Ron, alongside notable teammates, such as David
Dilucia, made a run all the way to the National Title Game. The run was not only
historical for Notre Dame, but in the tennis world as a whole, as the Notre Dame
squad was the first “Northern” school to reach the finals in Men’s Tennis.

When his career at Notre Dame concluded, Ron went on to play in several
professional events in an effort to pursue tennis as a career. After an injury, Ron

moved on to coaching and started his business career in Dallas, Texas. 2§ Q
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Men’s tennis hopes to move closer to NCAA bid

By JENNIFER MARTEN street-smart player.
Sports Writer g trouble for sophomore
D
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The Notre Dame men’s tennis
team will travel to Ball State ‘
this weekend hoping to move

loser to an invi- »

line-up that
against Michi

ranked sixth in the Midwest this Doubles competition could

year. prove key tc score. Ball

L Notre Dame coac state has a doubles
andem in Kro and Sco
rampbell and could give
DiLucia and Coleman a run for &
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It was in Dallas where Ron also became a father. Valuing faith and
family most in life, Ron devoted his life to his family and sharing
his love for tennis with them. With his wife Victoria, they created a
beautiful life for their family.



Suddenly, everything changed. He was diagnosed with Pneumc
turn for the worst quickly, and he was intubated and in a coma within 24 hours of feeling h Sy
The doctors didn’t think Ron would make it. He was given his last rites early the next morning.
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While in a coma, Ron went into septic shock and had to undergo the use of
Vasopressors, a drug that raises your blood pressure in order to help pump blood to
your vital organs. This led to severe necrosis in his arms and legs. The unfortunate news
that followed his awakening was something no athlete could ever imagine: amputation
of all four limbs. Despite the life-altering news, Ron held strong. He immediately started
preparing for the surgeries through rehab and research. But one thing prevented him
from rushing into the operation - his need to play tennis again.
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tTh|s is what led Ron to Ohio State University and his prlmary séI

Souza. While local doctors in Dallas all told him they could opé,r ;
the amputations within the week of learning his fate, none had ah wers
Ron’s next steps would be post-surgery. That was until he met Dr Souza pna Zoom
call. While on the call, Dr. Souza did something no local doctor had done before -
he asked Ron what he wanted and how he wanted to move forward. Ron had two
answers to the question. First, he wanted to live a quality life without a lot of pain.
Second, he wanted to be able to hold a racquet and play tennis again. Dr. Souza said
he would do everything that he could to make those a reality. From there, Ron was all
in, he was off to Ohio State.




Dr. Souza and his team completed Ron’s surgery and were able to save his arms below the elbow
and his legs below his knees, allowing for joint movement. Ron got his wish. If everything went

right, he could play tennis again.



But Ron doesn’t just want to play tennis again.
He wants to compete for a Grand Slam Title.




The 2026 US Open.

His first stop




(KIA)

Ron plans to compete in all four tennis majors in their “Quadriplegic
Division”. In this division, players who have lost 25% or more

of their limbs are eligible to compete. Today, no athletes in the
Quadriplegic Division have lost 100% of their limbs.

Ron is training to become the first.
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d rehabbing his body in order to get

Ron has begun t
back on the ten

It's not an easy task.

in Dallas, Texas t
will allow him tc¢




Director/Producers’ Bios

Dillon Powell

Dillon Powell is a filmmaker based in Dallas, Texas. A graduate of the University
of Texas at Austin's film program, Dillon began his career by Executive
Producing the feature film Sew Torn, which premiered at the South by Southwest
(SXSW) Film Festival and went on to screen at leading international festivals
including SITGES and Locarno. Following a global theatrical run, Sew Torn is
now available on Apple TV+. In addition to his work in narrative film, Dillon has
worked on a wide range of commercial projects, bringing a strong visual and
storytelling sensibility to branded content. He continues to pursue character-
driven stories across both fiction and nonfiction formats.

Rocky Powell

Rocky Powell has built a career directing live-action work with real people and
celebrities for top brands such as Walmart, Southwest Airlines, Budweiser,
Verizon, and many more. His easygoing style has led him to collaborate with
stars including Julia Roberts, Meryl Streep, Matthew McConaughey, Morgan
Freeman, and even Presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush. He specializes
in real people, comedy, spokesperson work, and storytelling. That passion for
storytelling culminated in his first theatrical film, Language of a Broken Heart.
Rocky continues to bring authenticity and creativity to every project he takes on.
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H | gk & Feel
The Ron Rosas story is filled with color...
colorful people, places, and moments.



The look and location of the interviews will be consistent
with who the person is.

We will create a set that separates
the subject from the location.




Ron and his teammates will be on a
~ tennis court in front of a backdrop with
rich, warm, directional lighting.
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Our plan is to re-e

Footage of ayoung Ronii
Signing letter of intent to Notre
Footage of college level players in a tournament
Teaching his girls to pﬂy' \

All emergen d hospital scenes
V\'Ichairtﬂ ion shots

-




Act One: E1 Paso to Notre Dame

The first act will cover the early stages of Ron’s life and his relationship with tennis.

* Ron’s childhood growing up in El Paso, Texas.
* His relationship with his family
* How he discovered his love for tennis.

* Where his competitive spirit was born.

* His scholarship to Notre Dame.

* Notre Dame Tennis’ run in the 1992 NCAA Tournament.

* Life after college... coaching tennis, time with daughters, and his wife, Victoria.
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El Paso tennis family El Paso Herald-Post
A family that sticks together on and off the court, the right) and Irma, Ricky, Robbie, Rene and Rene Jr
Rene Rosas family of El Paso gels ready to head for (back, left to right) enjoy family doubles outings in
ome fennis action. Ronnie and Rochelle (front, leftto  the evenings

ennis brmgs Rosas family close
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! £ NNOsSas |

F (4

: ne 1S watehes his 10 VEar- -0ld son And the h.,_;l_;,(’al ur-:l'.'nr.'-.:' them all, Rene {3ir tennis player It seems o run
F'INALPS T am a hard shot across the net, but his Jr.. doesn't play much tennis, but he's family
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jaughter,”” he vells, a ',‘An* ‘that’ll other interests, His thing is music look some instruction and Joe Pennie
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“Theres a lot of people that would curl up and not want to get back to a

certain level. But I still have a lot more life, so I want to live it all”
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£29% & Act Three: Goal to Play Wheelchair
- Tennis in the 2026 US Open
1 The Third Act will follow Ron’s journey to the US Open.

His training and rehabilitation.
Matches to qualify.
Struggles.

Ultimately, compete.




“From the mindset of an athlete, I took it one point at a

time, one game at a time, one set at a time.”
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We hope that our presentation shows our deep
ommltment to make this documentary a success both
creatlvely and financially.

' " - Please consider joining us and become a part of Ron’s

journey.

Rocky and Dillon Powell
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ONTACT

ROC’OWELL

ocky@rockhousefilms.com
214) 744-4242

(ON POWELL

powell@gmail.com

4) 883-5739



