[image: A black background with white text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Leader Script: Welcome Back! (September) Celebration of the Word KS2
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	 SIGN OF THE CROSS 
Good Morning/Afternoon! Welcome back to school and happy new year! 

Happy, excited, nervous, afraid, overwhelmed, joyful… however you are feeling about the school year ahead, staff included, we are going to spend this time of worship with the Lord, and in His Word, to give this year to Him and ask Him to be with us always. 
Let us pray…
	There is some background music on this first slide that you might like to use while staff and children enter the assembly space. 
Please check volume levels prior to the start of the assembly. 
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	God our loving Father, thank You for this new school year and all the fun adventures ahead. Help us to learn with happy hearts, to listen to our teachers, and to be kind to everyone.
Jesus, our friend, be with us when we feel scared or worried. Give us courage to try our best and strength to share and play fair.
Holy Mary, our blessed Mother, watch over our school and guide us home safely each day. Bless our families, our friends, and everyone who helps us grow.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us now prepare our hearts and minds to listen to the Word of God. 
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	A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

ALL: Glory to You, O Lord.

	You may invite everyone to stand to listen to the Word proclaimed. 
If you are not already doing so, please ensure that everyone crosses their foreheads, lips and hearts. 
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	See below or separate page for Gospel reading.
	This could be read by staff or student. Please ensure whoever is proclaiming the Gospel has had appropriate preparation and will proclaim worthily and well.
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	The Gospel of the Lord. 

ALL: Praise to You Lord, Jesus Christ.

	Allow a moment of silence at the end of the Gospel to allow the Word to make His home in everyone’s hearts. 
Invite everyone to be seated if they have been standing for the Gospel.

	[image: ]
	 Video clip from the film, “King of Kings’. 

	You just need to click the play button and it will take you directly to the clip on YouTube. Please have this open and ready so no adverts play at the beginning. 
Please check volume level. 
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	In the Gospel story we have just heard, Peter does something truly amazing – he steps out of the boat and walks on the water towards Jesus. And not just any water, wild and stormy water. At first, he is brave and full of trust. But when he notices the strong wind and big waves, he becomes afraid and begins to sink.
Sometimes we are all a bit like Peter. When things feel calm, it’s easy to trust and be brave. But when life feels scary, perhaps now at the beginning of a new school year, we can lose our confidence.
The important part of the story is that Jesus doesn’t let Peter sink. As soon as Peter calls out, Jesus reaches out His hand and saves him. 
This reminds and encourages us that even when we feel worried or afraid, we are never alone. Jesus is always there to help us, especially when we call out to Him for help.
So just close your eyes for a moment…
What feels a bit scary for you right now? What is the “storm” that you are facing? 
How could you ask Jesus to help you be brave?
Let us now call out to the Lord from our boat to listen to our prayers. 
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	 The response to ‘Lord, we call out to you’ is ‘Lord, come and save us.’

Lord, we call out to you, Lord, come and save us. 

Jesus made his followers get into the boat…  Jesus we are getting into the boat of a new school year. Lord, we call out to you, Lord, come and save us. 

Jesus went alone up into the hills to pray… Jesus, be with us now as we pray; help us to make more time to be alone with You in prayer. Lord, we call out to you, Lord, come and save us. 
The boat was having trouble because of the waves, and the wind was blowing against it… Lord, we all have our own storms and difficulties; we pray for those in our families and community who are struggling at this time. Lord, we call out to you, Lord, come and save us.
Jesus came to them. He was walking on the water. When the followers saw him walking on the water, they were afraid… Jesus, we know that this new school year will bring challenges, as well as joys, help us to recognise You every day. Lord, we call out to you, Lord, come and save us.
Jesus said, “Have courage! It is I! Don’t be afraid” … Jesus, may we hear You speak these words to us, each and every day. Help us to have courage and to trust in You. Lord, we call out to you, Lord, come and save us.  
Peter said, “Lord, if that is really you, then tell me to come to you on the water” … Jesus, help our faith to grow this year; in moments of doubt may we call on Your name. Lord, we call out to you, Lord, come and save us.
Peter left the boat and walked on the water to Jesus… we pray for the boldness of St Peter. Help us to step out of the boat in faith. May we walk on the water towards our friend. Lord, we call out to you, Lord, come and save us.
But when Peter saw the wind and the waves, he became afraid and began to sink. He shouted, “Lord, save me!” … in moments of fear or overwhelm, when we feel too afraid, let us shout to the Lord. Lord, we call out to you, Lord, come and save us.
Then Jesus reached out his hand and caught Peter. Jesus said, “Your faith is small. Why did you doubt?” … we pray for those who have little or no faith in God; may they come to know His love and goodness. Lord, we call out to you, Lord, come and save us.
After Peter and Jesus were in the boat, the wind became calm. Then those who were in the boat worshiped Jesus and said, “Truly you are the Son of God!” … Lord Jesus, Son of God, our friend. Walk with us this year, that we might know and love You more. Lord, we call out to you, Lord, come and save us.
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	Let us now pray the Our Father together… 

SIGN OF THE CROSS
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*Can be read by pupil or staff.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
ALL: Glory to You, O Lord.
Jesus made his followers get into the boat. He told them to go ahead of him to the other side of the lake. Jesus stayed there to tell the people they could go home. After he said good-bye to them, he went alone up into the hills to pray. It was late, and Jesus was there alone. By this time, the boat was already far away on the lake. The boat was having trouble because of the waves, and the wind was blowing against it.
Between three and six o’clock in the morning, Jesus’ followers were still in the boat. Jesus came to them. He was walking on the water. When the followers saw him walking on the water, they were afraid. They said, “It’s a ghost!” and cried out in fear.
But Jesus quickly spoke to them. He said, “Have courage! It is I! Don’t be afraid.”
Peter said, “Lord, if that is really you, then tell me to come to you on the water.”
Jesus said, “Come.”
And Peter left the boat and walked on the water to Jesus. But when Peter saw the wind and the waves, he became afraid and began to sink. He shouted, “Lord, save me!”
Then Jesus reached out his hand and caught Peter. Jesus said, “Your faith is small. Why did you doubt?”
After Peter and Jesus were in the boat, the wind became calm. Then those who were in the boat worshiped Jesus and said, “Truly you are the Son of God!”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
ALL: Praise to You Lord, Jesus Christ.



Opening Prayer

God our loving Father, thank You for this new school year and all the fun adventures ahead. Help us to learn with happy hearts, to listen to our teachers, and to be kind to everyone.
Jesus, our friend, be with us when we feel scared or worried. Give us courage to try our best and strength to share and play fair.
Holy Mary, our blessed Mother, watch over our school and guide us home safely each day. Bless our families, our friends, and everyone who helps us grow.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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