[image: image1.png]



FEES POLICY
Overview of Early Years Funding
The funding for early years education in England is provided 

through Government initiatives aimed at supporting families 

and childcare providers.
Key Funding Schemes
Universal Entitlement: All 3- and 4-year-olds are entitled to 15 hours of free early education and childcare per week for 38 weeks. This begins the term after a child’s third birthday.
Extended Entitlement: Eligible working parents of 3- and 4-year-olds can access 30 hours of free childcare per week for 38 weeks. This is available the term after the child turns 3. 
Funding for Disadvantaged 2-Year-Olds: Eligible 2-year-olds from lower-income families can also receive 15 hours of free childcare per week. This initiative aims to support children who may benefit from early education due to socio-economic factors. 


If a child attends preschool and they are not eligible to receive early years funding, a fee will be charged for each session attended. Set out below are the details of how these fees are charged and collected. Additional hours not covered by funding will be charged at an hourly rate.
· At present the fee per hour is £6.00 for children over the age of 3 and £8.00 per hour for 2-year-olds. Any increase in fees will be discussed and agreed annually at the Annual General Meeting. 
· Invoices are issued on a termly basis. The dates the fees cover will be indicated on the invoice. Parents/carers are requested to settle their bill within 21 days of receipt.
· Fees can be paid in cash or by bank transfer, if paying via bank transfer please include the child’s name.
· If an invoice cannot be settled in one payment, a payment plan can be agreed on request. Parents are urged to liaise with a member of staff if they experience difficulties settling the bill, as non- payment could ultimately lead to loss of their child’s place.
· Fee invoices must be settled by the end of the term for which the fees are charged. 
· All parents/carers must give a notice period of 4 weeks if they leave North Common preschool. Parents/carers should be made aware that this is likely to reduce their free entitlement hours they can claim at their new provider.
· FAILURE TO PAY INVOICES BY THE AGREED DATE WILL LEAD TO THE CHILDS PLACE BEING SUSPENDED UNTIL THE DEBT IS SETTLED.
· Parents choosing to take their child on holiday during term time will be charged the normal rate for the sessions missed. Where parents take their child away for extended periods of time fees charged are at the discretion of the preschool manager.
Before starting at North Common preschool, we ask parents for a £20 registration fee to contribute to their child’s learning folder. This is a voluntary payment and not a condition of their placement.
Each term we request a voluntary consumable and snack fee. For children attending 15 hours or less this contribution will be £!0 per term and for children attending 16 hours or more this contribution will be £20.00.
This policy was adopted at a meeting of the North Common Pre school management committee.
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