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“ And as He walked by the Sea 
of Galilee, He saw Simon and 
Andrew his brother casting a 

net into the sea; for they were 
fishermen. Then Jesus said to 
them, “Follow Me, and I will 
make you become fishers of 
men.” They immediately left 

their nets and followed Him.” 
 (Mark 1:16-18) 
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WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
    We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this morning.  
It is our hope that you will benefit by your worship here with us, and 
that you will return again soon.  We would greatly appreciate it if eve-
ryone would fill out an Attendance/Communion card so that we can 
keep track of our attendance.  They are located in the pew racks in 
front of you.  
    This week we celebrate Holy Communion. We teach that in the re-
ceiving of the Lord’s Supper each person receives the real presence of 
the Body and Blood of Christ for the forgiveness of their sins. If you are 
not a member of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod and desire to 
partake of Communion, please ask to speak with Pastor Weber or one 
of the elders prior to the service. 
 

A Prayer Upon Entering Church  -     Gracious God, though not 
 deserved, You continue to call to me as Your people as You came 
 to Jonah with another opportunity of sharing Your message. 
 Though not deserved, You showed mercy to the city of Nineveh 
 through their repentance and You continue to show mercy to me. 
 Continue to grant me the gift of a bold and confident faith in You, 
 through Jesus Christ, Your Son, my Lord, who lives and reigns 
 with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

AS WE GATHER  -       Ever had those days that felt like weeks or 
 those weeks that felt like days? Those minutes that felt like hours, 
 or the hours that felt like minutes? Time is a fickle thing on this 
 earth, as we are bound by it yet our perspective of it is ever 
 changing. Our Scripture Readings today all deal with time. As God 
 deemed it time for Nineveh to have the opportunity to repent and 
 know His grace, He came to Jonah a second time. In the Epistle, 
 Paul reminds us time is short, and the physical world is passing 
 away. In the Gospel, Jesus would begin His earthly ministry and 
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 call His disciples, echoing the words of John the Baptist, “The time 
 is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand” (Mark 1:15). 
 Though to the Lord a day is like a thousand years and a thousand 
 years are like a day, we live each day knowing that all time is in His 
 hands. Until He calls His people to glory, we rejoice for the time to 
 gather where His Spirit is, be blessed by His Word of Law and  
 Gospel, rejoice in mercy and forgiveness, and make use of the time 
 given to be witnesses to others.       
 

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR                        PAGE  203 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE       “I’m Standing on the Solid Rock”           by Harold Lane  
(A quiet time for prayer and meditation) 

 

OPENING HYMN           Oh, Blest the House           LSB  862                
 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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   Please stand 
 

INVOCATION 
P    In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C    Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is  
 not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will  
 forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
      (We take a moment of silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the   Savior.)                                                                                              

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and  
 iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly  
 deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
 heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
 pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the  
 holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
 Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
 sinful being. 
P     Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
 ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all 
 of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
 Christ I forgive you all your  sins in the name of the Father and of 
 the Son and of the  Holy Spirit.   
C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +  
 

INTROIT         Psalm 113:1–2, 4, 7–8; antiphon: v. 3                  
P From the rising of the sun to its going down the Lord’s name is to 
 be praised.  
C Praise the Lord! Praise, O servants of the Lord, Praise the 
 name of the Lord! 
P Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time forth and  
 forevermore! 
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(CONTINUE ON NEXT PAGE) 

C The Lord is high above all nations, His glory above the  
 heavens.  
P He raises the poor out of the dust, and lifts the needy out of the 
 ash heap, 
C That He may seat him with princes—with the princes of His 
 people.  
P       From the rising of the sun to its going down the Lord’s name is to 
 be praised.  
 

KYRIE 

Gloria in Excelsis 
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3 For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 
 

SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P      Let us pray.  Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon 
 our infirmities and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal 
 and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
 and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

   Please sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Jonah 3:1–5, 10   
(Jonah goes to Nineveh.)                                    

  

1 Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time,  
saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and preach to it the  
message that I tell you.” 3 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh,  
according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly 
great city, a three-day journey in extent. 4 And Jonah began to enter the 
city on the first day’s walk. Then he cried out and said, “Yet forty days, 
and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”  
5 So the people of Nineveh believed God, proclaimed a fast, and put on 
sackcloth, from the greatest to the least of them.  
10 Then God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and 
God relented from the disaster that He had said He would bring upon 
them, and He did not do it. 
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P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  Psalm 62; antiphon: v. 8 
 

P Trust in Him at all times, you people; pour out your heart before 
 Him; God is a refuge for us.    
C Truly my soul silently waits for God; from Him comes my  
 salvation. 
P He only is my rock and my salvation; He is my defense; I shall not 
 be greatly moved. 
C How long will you attack a man? You shall be slain, all of you, 
 like a leaning wall and a tottering fence. 
P They only consult to cast him down from his high position; 
 they delight in lies; they bless with their mouth, but they curse  
 inwardly.  
C My soul, wait silently for God alone, for 
 my expectation is from Him. 
P He only is my rock and my salvation; He is my defense; I shall not 
 be moved. 
C In God is my salvation and my glory; the rock of my strength, 
 and my refuge, is in God. 
P Trust in Him at all times, you people; pour out your heart before 
 Him; God is a refuge for us.  
C Surely men of low degree are a vapor, men of high  
 degree are a lie; if they are weighed on the scales, 
 they are altogether lighter than vapor. 
P Do not trust in oppression, nor vainly hope in robbery; if riches 
 increase, do not set your heart on them. 
C God has spoken once, twice I have heard this: that  
 power belongs to God. 
P Also to You, O Lord, belongs mercy; for You render to each one  
 according to his work. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 
 it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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P Trust in Him at all times, you people; pour out your heart before 
 Him; God is a refuge for us. 
 

EPISTLE         1 Corinthians 7:29–35)                  
(Faithful living with time given)  

 

29 But this I say, brethren, the time is short, so that from now on even 
those who have wives should be as though they had none, 30 those 
who weep as though they did not weep, those who rejoice as though 
they did not rejoice, those who buy as though they did not  
possess, 31 and those who use this world as not misusing it. For the 
form of this world is passing away. 32 But I want you to be  
without care. He who is unmarried cares for the things of the Lord—
how he may please the Lord. 33 But he who is married cares about the 
things of the world—how he may please his wife. 34 There is a differ-
ence between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman cares about 
the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit. 
But she who is married cares about the things of the world—how she 
may please her husband. 35 And this I say for your own profit, not that 
I may put a leash on you, but for what is proper, and that you may serve 
the Lord without distraction.  
 P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

      Please stand 
ALLELUIA and VERSE 
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HOLY GOSPEL     Mark 1:14–20         (Jesus calls the first disciples.)        
 

P     The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.  
C     Glory to You, O Lord.   
14 Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”  
16 And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew 
his brother casting a net into the sea; for they were  
fishermen. 17 Then Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make 
you become fishers of men.” 18 They immediately left their nets and 
followed Him. 
19 When He had gone a little farther from there, He saw James 
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the boat 
mending their nets. 20 And immediately He called them, and they left 
their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, and went af-
ter Him. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED 
 

All     I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He  
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again  
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according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no 
end. 
   And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the  
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 

      Please sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY      “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake      LSB  688      
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Text and tune: Public domain 
 

SERMON     “God, Family, Country”       (Mark 1:16-20)                                                    
 

OFFERING    
 

    Please stand 
 

OFFERTORY                What Is the World to Me              LSB  730   
 

 

 

 

 
 

4 What is the world to me! 
     My Jesus is my treasure, 
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 My life, my health, my wealth, 
     My friend, my love, my pleasure, 
 My joy, my crown, my all, 
     My bliss eternally. 
 Once more, then, I declare: 
     What is the world to me! 
Text: Public domain 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE “Peace be with you”      (John 20:21) 
(Sharing through ASL (American Sign Language)) 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   Isaiah 60:1, adapted      

P Let us pray for the Church of God and for all people according to 
 their needs, for You, O Lord, in all times and in all places, promise 
 to hear our prayers and to answer them according to Your will. In 
 this season of Epiphany where the light shines on our Savior,  
 manifested as the Word made flesh, continue to reveal to us 
 through Your Word the  mercy and grace found in Jesus Christ 
 alone. Arise and shine,  
C for our light has come.  
P As You work Your will and send the salvation message through 
 Your people, we are sometimes asked to go where we’d rather not 
 go. Though not to Nineveh like Jonah, we have been called by the 
 working of Your Spirit to go and make disciples of all nations. Grant 
 to us a confident and bold faith to live as Your witnesses to the 
 ends of the earth beginning in our homes, our church and  
 community, and among all our neighbors in this world. Soften the 
 hearts of the hard-hearted and open the minds of the close-minded 
 that all may come to repentance and know You as the one true God 
 who sent His Son into this world to redeem the world. Arise and 
 shine,  
C for our light has come.  
P As the present world is passing away and time is short, we see the 
 brokenness and results of sin in our daily lives. For those who 
 struggle in body, mind, or spirit, affirm to them Your promises of 
 peace in Your time as Christ has overcome the world. Point us all to 
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 Your continued presence, and assure us that Jesus is victor over 
 anything that  we might fear. In Your good time, come and make all 
 things new. Arise and shine,  
C for our light has come.  
P As Jesus called His disciples to become fishers of men, they  
 responded immediately to drop their nets and follow. Give us such 
 an urgency to also hear and heed the call and to follow in faith 
 where Christ leads. As we do not know the hour of Your return, 
 give  an eagerness to our lives as faithful stewards of all we have 
 been given with time, treasures, and abilities, that we use them to 
 Your glory and for the sake of others.  Arise and shine,  
C for our light has come.  
P As You still come to us in our time of need, You come in the body 
 and blood of our Savior given and shed for us for the forgiveness 
 of sins. Equip us for the continued journey through our days that 
 we remain firm in faith and bear fruit that will last until  You call 
 us home. Arise and shine,  
C for our light has come.  
     Additional petitions may be added.      
P Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
 Your mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
C Amen.   

+SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT  + 
 

PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 
 in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,  
 everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our  Lord; for what had 
 been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have 
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 made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the 
 substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of 
 Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
 company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,  
 evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9–13) 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy   
 kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;   
 give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not  
 into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the   
 kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
 bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 
 the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given 
 for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
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 had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of  
 you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for   
 you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
 remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Please sit 
 

SILENT PRAYER before COMMUNING  
 Heavenly Father,  in my Holy Baptism you have called me to be 
 Your own possession. Prepare my heart to receive the most holy 
 body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of all my sins. 
 Strengthen my faith, increase my love and  hope, and assure me a 
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 place at Your heavenly table, where I will eat eternal manna and 
 drink of the river of the water of life freely, through Jesus Christ, 
 Your Son, my Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.  
 

COMMUNION HYMN       Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness   LSB 636     
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5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 
Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 

 Peace beyond all understanding, 
 Joy into all life expanding: 

Humbly now, I bow before You; 
Love incarnate, I adore You; 

 Worthily let me receive You 
 And, so favored, never leave You. 
 

6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 
Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 

 Jesus, joy of my desiring, 
 Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 

At Your feet I cry, my maker, 
Let me be a fit partaker 

 Of this blesse d food from heaven, 
 For our good, Your glory, given. 
 

7 Lord, by love and mercy driven, 
You once left Your throne in heaven 

 On the cross for me to languish 
 And to die in bitter anguish, 

To forego all joy and gladness 
And to shed Your blood in sadness. 

 By this blood redeemed and living, 
 Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 
 

8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 
Let me gladly here obey You. 

 By Your love I am invited, 
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 Be Your love with love requited; 
By this Supper let me measure, 
Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 

 Through the gift of grace You give me 
 As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005188 Text (sts. 2–3, 6–8) and tune: Public domain 
 

 Please stand 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
 refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that 
 of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
 toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through   
 Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION    (Numbers 6:24–26)   
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine 
 on you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance 
 upon you, and give you peace.          
C Amen. 
 

   Please sit 

SENDING  HYMN       O Christ, Who Called the Twelve       LSB  856  
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2 O Christ, who taught the Twelve 
     The truth for ages sealed, 
 Whose words and works awakened faith, 
     The ways of God revealed: 
 Instruct us now, we pray, 
     By Your empow’ring Word. 
 True teacher, be for all who seek 
     Their light, their life, their Lord. 
 

3 O Christ, who led the Twelve 
     Among the desolate 
 And broke as bread of life for all 
     Your love compassionate: 
 Lead us along the ways 
     Where hope has nearly died 
 And help us climb the lonely hills 
     Where love is crucified. 
 

4 O Christ, who sent the Twelve 
     On roads they’d never trod 
 To serve, to suffer, teach, proclaim 
     The nearer reign of God: 
 Send us on ways where faith 
     Transcends timidity, 
 Where love informs and hope sustains 
     Both life and ministry. 
 

5 O Christ, the_apostles’ Lord, 
     The martyrs’ strength and song, 
 The crucified and risen King 
     To whom the saints belong: 
 Though generations pass, 
     Our tribute still we bring, 
 Our hymns a sacrifice of praise, 
     Our lives an offering. 
Text: © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005188 Tune: Public domain 
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Memory Verse Challenge  
 
This week’s memory verse:     1 Timothy 2:5–6  
     
For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the 
testimony given at the proper time. 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord!  
C Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE        
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2023  
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.                                              
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Portals of Prayer for January to March 2024 are available in the  
Narthex or office. 

 

Adult Bible Class/Sunday School at 10:30 a.m. 
Rev. Weber will be leading the class. 

 

January Activities 
 

LWML Women’s Retreat 
Meant for Good: A Study of Joseph          

January 26-27, 2024 at the Harlingen Convention Center. 
January 26th from 6-9 pm & January 27th from 9 am - 6 pm 

 

Polka Fest 
Saturday, January 27th, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Volunteers needed to help with cooking! (talk to Dan Wehling) 
Sign-up sheet for sides and desserts posted on Church door. 
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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
Readings: 

 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

Psalm 111 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

Mark 1:21-28 

 Bi-Weekly Church Activity Schedule 

 January Sunday Servants: 
Elder: Don Vogel 

Altar Guild: Billie Jo Neuhaus & Maggie Weber 

Music:  Doris Pickering 

This Week Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Usher: Don Vogel 

Sunday: Holy Communion Worship Service           9:00 am 

  Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

Next Week Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
Usher: Dan Wehling 

Sunday: Worship Service                                             9:00 am 

 Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

The Lord Calls Us to Himself by the Preaching of Repentance in His Name 
 

When “the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time,” sending him to 
preach judgment against the great city of Nineveh, “Jonah arose and went to 
Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord” (Jonah 3:1, 3). By this preaching, the 
people were brought to repentance. Because they “believed God,” as He spoke to 
them through His prophet, “they turned from their evil way” and were spared “the 
disaster that he had said he would do to them” (Jonah 3:5, 10). St. Paul also warns 
that “the appointed time has grown very short” (1 Cor. 7:29). Therefore, while we 
live in this world and deal with it, we are not to cling to it, nor put our trust in it, 
for “the present form of this world is passing away” (1 Cor. 7:31). Rather, give 
“your undivided devotion to the Lord” (1 Cor. 7:35). When our Lord Jesus Christ 
comes and is proclaimed in the Gospel, “the time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand” (Mark 1:14–15). Therefore, He still calls men and sends them to 
become “fishers of men” with the net of that Gospel (Mark 1:17).  

1/14/202  
Sunday Worship  91 
Plate:   $     532.00   
Envelopes:   $ 1,980.00 
On-line  
Donation:  Cemetery  $    190.00 
  Bunk Beds $    800.00 
                         Total: $ 3,502.00 
Bible Class:                   27      $ 27.00 


