
   

 

THIRD SUNDAY 
AFTER EPIPHANY 

 

JANUARY 22, 2023 
 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

Missouri Synod 
 
 
 

703 W 3RD Street 
Mercedes 

Texas 78570 
956.565.1518 

Immanuelmercedes 
@gmail.com 

 

https://www.facebook.com/
LutheranMercedes/ 

 

Rev. Ed Weber,  Pastor 
956.463.1305 

eweber10@aol.com 
 

Website: 
lutheranmercedes. 

com 
 

Sunday 
9:00 A.M. 

Worship Service 
 

10:30 a.m.  
Adult Bible Class & 

Sunday School 
 

Holy Communion: 
1st, 3rd & 5th  Sunday 

 

Website: 
Misionemanuel.com 

 

Office Hrs, M-F 
8 am to 12 pm 

CCLI # 2585510  

 



 2 

 

WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
    We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this morning.  
It is our hope that you will benefit by your worship here with us, and 
that you will return again soon.   We would greatly appreciate it if eve-
ryone would fill out an Attendance/Communion card so that we can 
keep track of our attendance.  They are located in the pew racks in 
front of you.  
    Next week we celebrate Holy Communion. We teach that in the re-
ceiving of the Lord’s Supper each person receives the real presence of 
the Body and Blood of Christ for the forgiveness of their sins. If you 
are not a member of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod and desire 
to partake of Communion, please ask to speak with Pastor Weber or 
one of the elders prior to the service. 
 

A Prayer Upon Entering Church  -   Lord Jesus, who came from  
 heaven to earth, heal me in body, soul, and spirit that I may serve 
 You in joy, now and always; for You live and reign with the Father 
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.     
 

AS WE GATHER  -   When Jesus appeared on the scene of human  
 history, His coming was like the light of a new day. Isaiah had 
 prophesied a day would come filled with joy as at the harvest or 
 when victors divide spoils. But daylight also reveals problems  
 covered by darkness, like the divisions at the Church in Corinth, 
 as Paul writes. Jesus’ light not only reveals, but it also forgives, 
 heals, and enlivens. People brought the sick and demon-  
 possessed to our Lord, and the first four disciples jumped at the 
 opportunity to follow Him. What ills shall we bring to worship  
 today for resolution? Sins requiring forgiveness, gloom needing 
 joy, divisions seeking reconciliation? Jesus came into human  
 history to die and rise for us; today He comes through Word and 
 Sacrament in grace and mercy to meet our deepest needs. Let us 
 rejoice in the  light of God’s forgiveness, mercy, and love.     

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
JANUARY 22, 2023 
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WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   
(A quiet time for prayer and meditation in preparation for worship) 

 

OPENING HYMN        If Your Beloved Son, O God                 LSB  568 
 

 

5 My guilt, O Father, You have laid 
On Christ, Your Son, my Savior. 
Lord Jesus, You my debt have paid 
And gained for me God’s favor. 
O Holy Spirit, Fount of grace, 
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The good in me to You I trace; 
In faith and hope preserve me. 

 
Public domain 

 

  Please stand 
 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES    1 Corinthians 1:18; Psalm 27:14   
P       The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing,  
C       but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  
P       Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage;  
C       wait for the LORD!  
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the  truth is 
 not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
 forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

(We take a moment of silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the Savior.) 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 
 iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly  
 deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
 heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
 pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the  
 holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
 Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
 sinful being. 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called  
 and  ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God un
 to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord  
 Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
 and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +   
 

INTROIT      Psalm 113:1-2, 4, 7-9; antiphon, v. 3               
 

P From the rising of the sun to its going down the Lord’s name is to 
 be praised.  
C   Praise the Lord! Praise, O servants of the Lord, praise the 
 name of the Lord! 
P Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time forth and  
 forevermore! 
C The Lord is high above all nations, His glory above the  
 heavens.  
P He raises the poor out of the dust, and lifts the needy out of the 
 ash heap, 
C That He may seat him with princes—with the princes of His 
 people. 
P He grants the barren woman a home, like a joyful mother of  
 children. Praise the Lord! 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 
 it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
P From the rising of the sun to its going down the Lord’s name is to 
 be praised. 
 

KYRIE 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 
 

SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray.   Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon 
 our infirmities and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal 
 and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
 and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
 forever. 
C Amen. 
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Continue on next page 

Please sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  READING      Isaiah 9:1–4            
(Light and joy will replace gloom and sadness.)  

 

1 Nevertheless the gloom will not be upon her 
who is distressed, as when at first He lightly esteemed the land 
of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward more  
heavily oppressed her, by the way of the sea, beyond the  
Jordan, in Galilee of the Gentiles. 2 The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in the land of 
the shadow of death, upon them a light has shined. 3 You have 
multiplied the nation and increased its joy; they rejoice before 
You according to the joy of harvest, as men rejoice when they 
divide the spoil. 4 For You have broken the yoke of his burden 
and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the 
day of Midian. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM   Psalm 27:1–14; antiphon: v. 1   
 

P The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
 The Lord is the strength of  my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
C When the wicked came against me to eat up my flesh, my  
 enemies and foes, they stumbled and fell. 
P Though an army may encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; 
 though war may rise against me, in this I will be confident. 
C One thing I have desired of the Lord, that will I seek: that I 
 may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to 
 behold the beauty of the Lord, and  to inquire in His temple. 
P For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion; in the 
 secret place of His  tabernacle He shall hide me; He shall set me 
 high upon a rock. 
C And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all 
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 around me; therefore I will offer sacrifices of joy in His  
 tabernacle; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the Lord. 
P Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice! Have mercy also upon me, 
 and answer me. 
C When You said, “Seek My face,” my heart said to You, “Your 
 face, Lord, I will seek.” 
P Do not hide Your face from me; do not turn Your servant away in 
 anger; You have been my help; do not leave me nor forsake me, O 
 God of my salvation. 
C When my father and my mother forsake me, then 
 the Lord will take care of  me. 
P Teach me Your way, O Lord, and lead me in a smooth path,  
 because of my enemies. 
C Do not deliver me to the will of my adversaries; for false  
 witnesses have risen  against me, and such as breathe out  
 violence. 
P I would have lost heart, unless I had believed that I would see the 
 goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. 
C Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen 
 your heart; wait, I say, on the Lord!   
P The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
 The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
 

EPISTLE   1 Corinthians 1:10–18    
(There should not be divisions in the one Church.)    

 

10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment. 11 For it has been declared to me  
concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that there 
are contentions among you. 12 Now I say this, that each of you says, “I 
am of Paul,” or “I am of Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I am of 
Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you 
baptized in the name of Paul? 
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14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus 
and Gaius, 15 lest anyone should say that I had baptized in my own 
name. 16 Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas. Besides, I do 
not know whether I baptized any other. 17 For Christ did not send me 
to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest 
the cross of Christ should be made of no effect. 
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are  
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

    Please stand 
 

ALLELUIA and VERSE 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL      Matthew 4:12–25       
(In Galilee, Jesus calls the first four disciples.) 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter.  
C Glory to You , O Lord.  
12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He  
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departed to Galilee. 13 And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Ca-
pernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and  
Naphtali, 14 that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the 
prophet, saying: 
 15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by the 
 way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles:  
 16 The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light,  
 and upon those who sat in the region  and shadow of death  
 Light has dawned.” 
17 From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
18 And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers,  
Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; 
for they were fishermen. 19 Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I 
will make you fishers of men.” 20 They immediately left their nets and 
followed Him. 
21 Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of 
Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, 
mending their nets. He called them, 22 and immediately they left the 
boat and their father, and followed Him. 
23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness 
and all kinds of disease among the people. 24 Then His fame went 
throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who were 
afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who were  
demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed 
them. 25 Great multitudes followed Him—from Galilee, 
and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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    Please sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing      LSB  421   

 

 

5 O my God, my rock and tower, 
Grant that in Your death I trust, 
Knowing death has lost its power 
Since You crushed it in the dust. 

Continue on next page 
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Savior, let Your agony 
Ever help and comfort me; 
When I die be my protection, 
Light and life and resurrection. 

Public domain 
 

SERMON     “The Power of God through the Cross of Jesus to us!”    
                               (1 Corinthians 1:18) 
 

OFFERING 
 

    Please  stand 
 

OFFERTORY           In the Cross of Christ I Glory                 LSB  427 
 

 
Public domain 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE        "Peace be with you"         (John 20:21)  
   [using American Sign Language] 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH              

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and 
 for all people according  to their needs.  
 Let us pray for the Church here and around the world, that 
 God’s light would shine through us, attracting many who 
 still walk in the darkness of their own making, and uniting 
 in faith and confession all who trust in Christ their Lord.  
C Light of the world, use Your Church to enlighten those 
 who live in this world’s  darkness, and enable our 
 brothers and sisters to find in their Savior the true 
 source of peace and concord.  
P Let us pray for governments local and national, that God 
 would open leaders’ eyes to see opportunities for peace 
 between nations and safety and concord among their  
 citizens.  
C Light come to us from above, we ask that You guide, 
 protect, and defend elected officials, police in our  
 communities, and troops deployed, that peace may 
 break out and the Church may prosper.  
P Let us pray for those near and dear to us, [including . . .]. 
 Lord Jesus,  
C source of light and health and peace, hear the prayers 
 of all who call to You in  their illnesses, sorrows, and 
 grief. Shine on them in blessings and peace so that 
 faith may remain firm until it is replaced by sight.  
P Let us pray for expectant parents, helpful counselors, and 
 resourceful agencies as they seek to help families be  
 nurseries of growth in body, soul, and mind.  
C By Your gracious visitation, give them strength,  
 increase their love, and provide unexpected joy in 
 their service to You and the people around them.  

[CONTINUE ON NEXT PAGE] 
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P Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend ourselves 
 and all for whom we  pray, trusting in Your Son, Jesus 
 Christ, our Lord.  
C Amen.   
 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 
 

All      Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION      Numbers 6:24-26 

P  The LORD bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face 
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His 
countenance upon you, and give you peace.  

C Amen. 
 

    Please sit 
 

SENDING HYMN       Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious      LSB  548 
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Public domain 

 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord! 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2022 Concordia  Publishing 
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Psalm 27: 14 
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From Pastor’s Desk 

 

Portals of Prayer January to March 2023  are  

available in the  Narthex or office. 

 

Adult Bible Class/Sunday School at 10:30 a.m.  

Rev. Goetz will be leading the class. 

Sermon Notes: 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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The LCMS invites everyone to join together in memorizing a verse each week.  
 

This week’s memory verse:      John 6:27                
 

Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to 
eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the 
Father has set his seal. 

 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
Readings: 

 
Micah 6:1-8 

Psalm 15 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

Matthew 5:1-12 

1/15/2023  

Sunday Worship   69 

Plate $    .00 

Envelopes $ .00 

Donation:   

  

                    Total: $ .00 

Bible Class:      18    $  16.00 

 

 

 
Ladies’ Dinner Night/Bible Study 

January 26, 2023 @ 6:00 p.m. 

Reminders 

 



 20 

 

 Bi-Weekly Church Activity Schedule        

 January Sunday Servants        Feb. Sunday Servants   

Elder: Don Vogel                                         Earl Neuhaus 

Altar Guild: Billie Jo Neuhaus & M. Perez      Suzanne Wehling 

Music:  Doris Pickering  

This Week Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Usher: Dan Wehling 

Sunday: Worship Service                                            9:00 am 

  Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

Next Week Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

Usher: Don Vogel 

Sunday: Holy Communion Worship Service           9:00 am 

  Sunday School & Adult Bible Study        10:30 am 

 The Lord Manifests His Glory through His Office of the Holy Ministry 
 

By His coming in the flesh and by His preaching and miracles, the 
Lord Jesus shines the light of His Gospel upon “the people who walked 
in darkness” and “who dwelt in a land of deep darkness” (Is. 9:2). He 
also has “multiplied the nation” and “increased its joy” (Is. 9:3) by 
calling disciples to Himself from the ends of the earth. For this pur-
pose, He calls Peter and Andrew, with James and John, to follow Him 
and be “fishers of men” (Matt. 4:19). As Jesus did, they also go forth 
“proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and 
every affliction among the people” (Matt. 4:23). They preach the fool-
ishness of the cross of Christ as the very power and wisdom of God. 
This word and preaching of the cross divides “those who are perish-
ing” from “us who are being saved” (1 Cor. 1:18), but it unites the 
Church, the one Body of Christ, “in the same mind and the same judg-
ment” (1 Cor. 1:10). 


