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The First Week in Advent 

IN THESE LAST DAYS 

 “See then that you 
walk circumspectly,  

not as fools but as wise,  
redeeming the time,  

because the days are evil. 
Therefore do not be unwise, 

but understand  
what the will of the Lord is.“ 

(Ephesians 5:15-17) 
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Mid-Week 1 Advent Service 
December 1, 2021 

WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this 
evening.  It is our hope that you will benefit by your worship 
here with us, and that you will return again soon. We would 
greatly appreciate it if everyone would fill out an  
Attendance/Communion card so that we can keep track of 
our attendance.  They are located in the pew racks in front of 
you. 
 

AS WE GATHER  “And there appeared to him an angel of the 
 Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense”  
 (Luke 1:11). The angel Gabriel appeared to an old  priest 
 named Zechariah. He and his wife, Elizabeth, had been  
 childless into their old age. The angel told them that they 
 would have a son named John and that he would prepare the 
 people of God for someone even greater. Terrified, Zechariah 
 doubted Gabriel and was struck dumb. But Elizabeth did
 conceive a son. And when the baby was born, Zechariah 
 wrote on a tablet that his name should be John, and his 
 speech was restored. The appearance of Gabriel was a clue 
 that God was up to something never before seen in human 
 history: He was sending His Son to redeem the world. Advent 
 gives us time to ponder the mystery of God’s plan of  
 redemption—quiet, contemplative time like dumbstruck 
 Zechariah had as he awaited the birth of John. As we await 
 the celebration of Jesus’ birth, we listen to the message of 
 hope that God comes even now to save us. 
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OPENING HYMN       The Advent of Our King               LSB   331 
 

 

 
 

5 Before the dawning day 
Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 
The sinful self be put away, 
The new self now put on. 

 

6 All glory to the Son, 
Who comes to set us free, 
With Father, Spirit, ever one 
Through all eternity. 

 
Public domain 
 

Please Stand 
 

+ VESPERS + 
 

P Jesus Christ is the light of the world,  
C the light no darkness can overcome.  
P By the Holy Spirit we cry out with the whole Church,  
C “Prepare the way of the Lord.”  
P All who wait for Jesus to return pray,  
C Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
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PSALM    Psalm 141    
 

C Let my prayer rise before You as incense, the lifting up of 
 my  hands as the evening sacrifice.  
P O Lord, I call to You; come to me quickly; hear my voice when 
 I cry to You.  
C Let my prayer rise before You as incense, the lifting up of 
 my hands as the evening sacrifice.  
P Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord, and guard the door of 
 my lips. Let not my heart incline to any evil thing; let me not 
 be occupied in wickedness with evildoers. But my eyes are 
 turned to You, O God; in You I take refuge. Strip me not of my 
 life.  
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
 Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be  
 forever. Amen.  
 Let my prayer rise before You as incense, the lifting up of 
 my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 

 Please Sit 
 

HYMN     O Come, O Come, Immanuel    LSB  357; vs. 1,2,5        
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Public domain 
 

FIRST READING      Isaiah 43:16–21     
 

1 Lord, I cry out to You; make haste to me! Give ear to my voice 
when I cry out to You. 2 Let my prayer be set before You as incense, 
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
3 Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of 
my lips. 4 Do not incline my heart to any evil thing, to practice 
wicked works with men who work iniquity; and do not let me eat 
of their delicacies. 5 Let the righteous strike me; it shall be a  
kindness. and let him rebuke me; it shall be as excellent oil; let my 
head not refuse it. For still my prayer is against the deeds of the 
wicked. 6 Their judges are overthrown by the sides of the cliff, and 
they hear my words, for they are sweet. 7 Our bones are scattered 
at the mouth of the grave, as when one plows and breaks up the 
earth. 8 But my eyes are upon You, O God the Lord; in You I take 
refuge; do not leave my soul destitute. 9 Keep me from the snares 
they have laid for me, and from the traps of the workers of iniquity. 
10 Let the wicked fall into their own nets, while I escape safely. 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING   Ephesians 5:8-21 
 

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 
Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all 
goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10 finding out what is  
acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the un-
fruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For it is 
shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them 
in secret. 13 But all things that are exposed are made manifest 
by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light. 14 Therefore 
He says: 
 “Awake, you who sleep, 
 Arise from the dead, 
 And Christ will give you light.” 
15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as 
wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 
17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of 
the Lord is. 18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is  
dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one  
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord, 20 giving thanks  
always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another in the fear of God.  
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God.  
P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by 
 the prophets.  
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His 
 Son. 
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RESPONSORY     Based on Jeremiah 23:5–6; Acts 2:36; Luke 1:32–33  
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HYMN OF THE DAY    Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death       LSB  697 
 

 

 

 
© 1984 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012733. Public domain 

 

SERMON         “As Children of the Light, Redeeming the Time 
Among the Brethren”            (Ephesians 5:8-21) 

 

OFFERING       
 

 Please Stand 
 

CANTICLE 
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Magnificat 
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SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
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LORD’S PRAYER   (Matthew 6:9-13) 
All:   Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For Thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COLLECTS 
P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your  
 protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of 

our sins and be saved by Your mighty deliverance;  for You 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

C Amen.  
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace 
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 
obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended 
from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and  

 quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who  
 
 

(Continue next page) 
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 lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 
 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 
Your dear Son, that  You have graciously kept me this 
day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this 
night. For  into Your hands I commend myself, my body 
and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, 
that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you. 
C Amen. 
 

 Please Sit 
 

CLOSING HYMN    O Blessed Light, O Trinity             LSB  890 
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3 All glory be to God above 
And to the Son, the Prince of love, 
And to the Spirit, One in Three! 
We praise You, blesse d Trinity. 

 
 
© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012733.; © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 
100012733. Public domain 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing 
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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