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“The Lord has done great 
things for us, 

And we are glad.” 
(Psalm 126:3) 
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Mid-Week 3 Advent Service 
December 20, 2023 

WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this evening.  
It is our hope that you will benefit by your worship here with us, 
and that you will return again soon. We would greatly appreciate it 
if everyone would fill out an Attendance/Communion card so that 
we can keep track of our attendance.  They are located in the pew 
racks in front of you. 
 

AS WE GATHER  We do not often emphasize the psalms  
 during the Advent season, instead being eager to read about 
 the prophecies, anticipating Jesus’ coming. Yet  the psalms are 
 God’s Word during terrible times to people psalms as we use 
 them to prepare to celebrate our Lord’s birth with open eyes 
 and ears.  
 Today we focus on Psalm 126, which speaks of the exiles that 
 returned to Zion. And our joy shall be greater, for we will  
 return to the new Eden, God’s great garden! 
 

OPENING HYMN         On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry           LSB  344 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

     Please Stand 
 

+ VESPERS + 
 

P The Spirit and the Church cry out:  
C Come, Lord Jesus.  
P All those who await His appearance pray:  
C  Come, Lord Jesus.  
P The whole creation pleads:  
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

PSALM    Psalm 126 
P When the Lord brought back the captivity of Zion, we were 
 like those who dream. 
C Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue 
 with singing. Then they said among the nations, 
 “The Lord has done great things for them.” 
P The Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad. 
C Bring back our captivity, O Lord, as the streams in the 
 South. 
P Those who sow in tears shall reap in joy. 
C He who continually goes forth weeping, bearing seed for 
 sowing, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,  
 bringing his sheaves with him.  
 

 
 

Continue on next page 
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 Please Sit 
 

HYMN     O Come, O Come, Immanuel    LSB  357; vs. 1,6,7        
 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

FIRST READING      Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11         
(The prophet promises not only a return, but one in rebuilding with 

freedom and joy.) 
 

1 “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the Lord has anointed 
Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the  
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of 
the prison to those who are bound; 2 to proclaim the acceptable year of  
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the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn, 
3 to console those who mourn in Zion, to give them beauty for ashes, the 
oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; 
that they may be called trees of righteousness, the planting of 
the Lord, that He may be glorified.” 4 And they shall rebuild the old ruins, 
they shall raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair the ruined 
cities, the desolations of many generations.  
8 “For I, the Lord, love justice; I hate robbery for burnt offering; I will  
direct their work in truth, and will make with them an everlasting  
covenant. 9 Their descendants shall be known among the Gentiles, and 
their offspring among the people. All who see them shall acknowledge 
them, that they are the posterity whom the Lord has blessed.” 10 I will  
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for He has 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, He has covered me with the 
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with ornaments, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11 For as the earth brings 
forth its bud, as the garden causes the things that are sown in it to spring 
forth, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth 
before all the nations. 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING   1 Peter 3:13–22    
(By our Baptism, we return to the Father with a new reality in Christ.) 

 

13 And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of 
what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ 
sake, you are blessed. “And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be 
troubled.” 15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and  
always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a  
reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and 
fear; 16 having a good conscience, that when they defame you as 
evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be 
ashamed. 17 For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for  
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doing good than for doing evil.  
18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, 
that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but 
made alive by the Spirit, 19 by whom also He went and 
preached to the spirits in prison, 20 who formerly were  
disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the 
days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, 
that is, eight souls, were saved through water. 21 There is also 
an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of 
the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward 
God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone 
into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and  
authorities and powers having been made subject to Him.  
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God.  
 

THIRD READING  Luke 1:5-22 
 

 5 There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain 
priest named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah. His wife was of 
the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 And they 
were both righteous before God, walking in all the  
commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. 7 But 
they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they were  
both well advanced in years. 
8 So it was, that while he was serving as priest before God in the 
order of his division, 9 according to the custom of the  
priesthood, his lot fell to burn incense when he went into the 
temple of the Lord. 10 And the whole multitude of the people 
was praying outside at the hour of incense. 11 Then an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar 
of incense. 12 And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, 



 7 

and fear fell upon him. 
13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for 
your prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 
son, and you shall call his name John. 14 And you will have joy  
and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. 15 For he will 
be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine 
nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even 
from his mother’s womb. 16 And he will turn many of the  
children of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 He will also go before 
Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children,’ and the disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 
18 And Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I 
am an old man, and my wife is well advanced in years.” 
19 And the angel answered and said to him, “I am Gabriel, who 
stands in the presence of God, and was sent to speak to you and 
bring you these glad tidings. 20 But behold, you will be mute 
and not able to speak until the day these things take place,  
because you did not believe my words which will be fulfilled in 
their own time.” 
21 And the people waited for Zacharias, and marveled that he  
lingered so long in the temple. 22 But when he came out, he 
could not speak to them; and they perceived that he had seen a 
vision in the temple, for he beckoned to them and remained 
speechless. 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 

Continue on next page 
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ADVENT RESPONSORY       Based on Jeremiah 23:5–6; Acts 2:36; Luke 1:32–33  

 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       When All the World Was Cursed       LSB  346 
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Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005188 Tune: Public domain 
 

SERMON                 “Baby John”                             (Luke 1:5-22) 
 

OFFERING       
 

 Please Stand 
 

CANTICLE 
 

 

 
 Magnificat 

 

 
 
 

 

Continue on next page 
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KYRIE 

 

LORD’S PRAYER   (Matthew 6:9-13) 
All:   Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For Thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
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COLLECT FOR TODAY  

P Return us to Your eternal Eden, Lord our God, and grant us such a 
sense of joy that the people around us may seek You and Your  

 gracious blessings; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  

 forever. 
C Amen.  
 

COLLECT FROM SUNDAY  
P  Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to  
 lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for 

You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 
 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 
 Your dear Son, that  You have graciously kept me this 
 day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 
 where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this 
 night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 
 and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, 
 that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS 
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BENEDICTION 
 

 

 

 
 

      Please Sit 
 

CLOSING HYMN     My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord        LSB   934 
 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005188 Tune: Public domain 

 

(Continue next page) 
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DISMISSAL  
 

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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