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Mid-Week 4 Advent Service 
December 22, 2021 

WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this 
evening.  It is our hope that you will benefit by your worship 
here with us, and that you will return again soon. We would 
greatly appreciate it if everyone would fill out an  
Attendance/Communion card so that we can keep track of 
our attendance.  They are located in the pew racks in front of 
you. 
 

AS WE GATHER  Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, the 
 light no darkness can overcome. Stay with us, Lord, for it is 
 evening, and the day is almost over. Let your light scatter the 
 darkness and illumine your Church. Joyous light of glory: of 
 the  immortal Father; heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ. We 
 have come to the setting of the sun, and we look to the  
 evening light.  We sing to God, the Father, Son, and  Holy  
 Spirit: You are worthy of being praised with pure voices  
 forever. O Son of God, O Giver of life; The universe proclaims 
 your glory. 
 

OPENING HYMN      Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee     LSB  803  
 

 

 



 3 

 

 
Public domain 
 

+ VESPERS + 
 

PSALM    Psalm 89:1-8     
 

P  I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever; with my mouth 
 will I make known Your faithfulness to all generations. 
C For I have said, “Mercy shall be built up forever; Your 
 faithfulness You shall establish in the very heavens.” 
P “I have made a covenant with My chosen, I have sworn to My 
 servant David: 
C ‘Your seed I will establish forever, and build up your 
 throne to all generations.’ ”  
P And the heavens will praise Your wonders, O Lord; Your  
 faithfulness also in the assembly of the saints. 
C For who in the heavens can be compared to the Lord? 
 Who among the sons of the mighty can be likened to 
 the Lord? 
P God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and 
 to be held in reverence by all those around Him. 
C O Lord God of hosts, who is mighty like You, O Lord? Your 
 faithfulness also surrounds You.  
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HYMN      O Come, O Come, Immanuel   LSB  357; vv. 1, 2,6        
 

 

 

 

 
 

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

Public domain 
 

FIRST READING       Deuteronomy 18:15-19     
 

15 “The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me 
from your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall 
hear, 16 according to all you desired of the Lord your God in  
Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, ‘Let me not hear again  
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the voice of the Lord my God, nor let me see this great fire any-
more, lest I die.’ 
17 “And the Lord said to me: ‘What they have spoken is good. 18 I 
will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their  
brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak 
to them all that I command Him. 19 And it shall be that whoever 
will not hear My words, which He speaks in My name, I will re-
quire it of him. 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING   Luke 1:25-56  
 

25 “Thus the Lord has dealt with me, in the days when He looked 
on me, to take away my reproach among people.”   
26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a 
city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. 28 And having come in, the angel said to 
her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with 
you; blessed are you among women!” 29 But when she  
saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what 
manner of greeting this was. 30 Then the angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, 
you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall 
call His name Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son 
of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of 
His father David. 33 And He will reign over the house of Jacob  
forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”  34 Then Mary 
said to the angel, “How can this be, since I do not know a man?”  
35 And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow 
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you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be 
called the Son of God. 36 Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative 
has also conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth 
month for her who was called barren. 37 For with God nothing 
will be impossible.”  38 Then Mary said, “Behold the maidser-
vant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.” And 
the angel departed from her.  
39 Now Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country 
with haste, to a city of Judah, 40 and entered the house of  
Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And it happened, when  
Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in her 
womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 Then 
she spoke out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 But 
why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me? 44 For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting 
sounded in my ears, the babe leaped in my womb for 
joy. 45 Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment 
of those things which were told her from the Lord.”  
46 And Mary said: 
 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 And my spirit has  
 rejoiced in God my Savior.  48 For He has regarded  
 the lowly state of His maidservant; for behold,  
 henceforth all generations will call me blessed.  
 49 For He who is mighty has done great things for  
 me, and holy is His name. 50 And His mercy is on  
 those who fear Him from generation to generation.  
 51 He has shown strength with His arm; He has  
 scattered the proud in the imagination of their  
 hearts. 52 He has put down the mighty from  
 their thrones, and exalted the lowly. 53 He 
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 has filled the hungry with good things, and the  
 rich He has sent away empty. 54 He has helped  
 His servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy,  
 55 As He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and  
 to his seed forever.” 
56 And Mary remained with her about three months, and re-
turned to her house.  
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God.  
P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by 
 the prophets.  
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His 
 Son. 
 

RESPONSORY     Based on Jeremiah 23:5–6; Acts 2:36; Luke 1:32–33  
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HYMN OF THE DAY      My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord       LSB  934 
 

 

 

 
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012733. Public domain 
 

SERMON            “Mary Prepares for Christmas” 
                 (Luke 1:25-56) 
 

OFFERING       
 

CANTICLE 
 

 

 
 Magnificat 
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SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
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LORD’S PRAYER   (Matthew 6:9-13) 
All:   Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For Thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COLLECTS 
P Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of dark-

ness and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this 
mortal life in which Your Son, Jesus Christ, came to visit us 
in great humility; that on the Last Day, when He shall come 
again in glorious majesty to judge both the living and the 
dead, we may rise to life immortal; through Him who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

C Amen.  
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace 
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 
obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended 
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from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quiet-
ness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  

 forever.  
C Amen. 
 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 
 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 
Your dear Son, that  You have graciously kept me this 
day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this 
night. For  into Your hands I commend myself, my body 
and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, 
that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

CLOSING SENTENCES  Matthew 9:36; Isaiah 63:9; Hebrews 5:7   
P When He saw the crowds, He had compassion for them,  
 because they were harassed and helpless,  
C like sheep without a shepherd.  
P In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the angel of His 

presence saved them;  
C in His love and in His pity He redeemed them; He lifted 

them up and carried them all the days of old.  
P In the days of His flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and  
 supplications, with loud cries and tears,  
C to Him who was able to save Him from death, and He was 

heard because of His reverence. 
 

BENEDICAMUS 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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BENEDICTION 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you. 
C Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates     LSB  340 
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