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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
December 24, 2019

WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors here today. It is
our hope that you will benefit by your worship here with us, and that
you will return again soon. We would greatly appreciate it if everyone
would fill out an Attendance/Communion card so that we can keep track
of our attendance. They are located in the pew racks in front of you.

AS WE GATHER The days and weeks preceding Christmas are full of

hustle and bustle for many. Between parties and shopping, cooking
and baking, wrapping and card writing, along with many more
things, we are occupied and busy as we anticipate this night and the
assured joy to come celebrating the Savior born for us. Over two
thousand years ago, though, that wasn’t the case. Nobody was
prepared for what was to take place. Yet everything soon changed in
that little town of Bethlehem. Quietly, unexpectedly, even “like a
thief in the night” was born in the city of David a Savior, who is
Christ, our Lord. Tonight we gather amid the busyness to reflect,
rejoice, and ponder anew the joy of our Savior born and to prepare
our hearts to receive the greatest gifts ever given and received by
and through Him—hope, forgiveness, newness, and an assured
promise of eternal life through faith in Him.

RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME

P

Luke records that the first angel who brought the good news of the
birth of the Savior was suddenly joined by a multitude of the
heavenly host who praised God together. What an amazing sight
that must have been—and what amazing sounds for the shepherds
to hear! The music must have resounded off the rocks on the fields
there outside of Bethlehem in an unforgettable way! Through our
singing, we echo that praise this day.
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PRELUDE Gloria

Wayne L. Wold

(A quiet time for prayer and meditation in preparation for worship)

OPENING PRAYER

ALL O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Immanuel! Amen.

CAROL O Come, All Ye Faithful

1 O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him
Born the king of angels: Refrain

ref O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!

2  Highest, most holy,
Light of Light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
Son of the Father
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain

3 Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
In the highest: Refrain
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4  Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,

Born this happy morning;

Jesus, to Thee be glory giv'n!

Word of the Father

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain
ref O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

Christ the Lord!

INVOCATION

P  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P  As we prepare to celebrate our Lord’s birth and receive Him as He
still comes to us today, let us also remember the reason Jesus was
born: “He has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.” He has come to bring peace,
yet not always in ways we can see in this world. He has come to
bring peace, yet not always in ways we can see in ourselves in our
thoughts, words, and actions. He has come to bring peace that is
forgiveness of sins and peace with our Father in heaven.

C We confess that we have sinned against God and against one
another. We yearn for peace with God and reconciliation with
one another, yet we cannot accomplish it ourselves. Forgive
us, Lord, and restore our souls, that our lives reflect not our
sin, but the joy of the birth of Your only Son into the world.

P  Jesusis Immanuel, which means “God with us.” What we are

powerless to do, He has done for us. His name is Jesus, the name
that means He has “come to save us from our sins.” Know the
peace He has come to bring; live it with others and share it with
all. As a called and ordained servant of the Word, and in the stead
and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. !



C

Amen.

CHRISTMAS PRAYER

P

a Mo

T O

T O

T O

Father, with joy and wonder we gather around the manger on this
night as we recall how great is Your love for us, sending Your Son in
to our world wrapped in our flesh as a tiny child to forgive our sins.
Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift.

Jesus, on this night we recall how great is Your love for us. You gave
up heaven to live on earth as one of us, and one with us, to forgive
our sin.

Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift.

Holy Spirit, on this night we recall how great is Your love for us,
gathering us together through the waters of Baptism and
nourishing our faith through the Word and by the body and blood of
Jesus for the forgiveness of our sin.

Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift given, received in faith,
and Kept unto life eternal.

Gracious Lord, we pray that we not shut the Lord Jesus out of our
hearts, but be ever ready to welcome Him as He comes to us still
today, while awaiting the Last Day when He comes as a thief in the
night, not born in our flesh but to resurrect all flesh and to make all
things new. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Everlasting Lord, we pray that we see Jesus not only as the baby of
Bethlehem, but also honor Him as the Christ of the cross and
recognize the majesty of the King of kings and Lord of lords, both
humbly adoring and proudly proclaiming Him as our King and Lord.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Renewing Lord, let the Good News of Christmas inspire a renewing
of hope, faith, joy, wonder, and witness in our hearts, our homes, in
this congregation, and in the Church throughout the world. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.



P  Comforting Lord, we lift up all those who lack joy this Christmas
time due to afflictions spiritually, mentally, and physically. We lift up
those who request our prayers, [especially...], and those we name
in our hearts [time for silent prayer]. Grant that the hope and
promise found in a Savior born for them will give peace in times of
trial. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy through the Savior born for us, Jesus Christ,
our Lord.

C Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen

CAROL It Came upon the Midnight Clear LSB 366

1 [t came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all,

From heav’'n’s all-gracious king.”
6
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The world in solemn stillness lay
To hear the angels sing.

2 Still through the cloven skies they come
With peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heav’nly music floats
O’er all the weary world.
Above its sad and lowly plains
They bend on hov’ring wing,
And ever o’er its babel sounds
The blessed angels sing.

4 For lo, the days have come to pass
By prophets seen of old,
When down into the circling years
Came Christ as was foretold.
His word of peace shall to the earth
God’s ancient promise bring,
And all who take this gift will hear
The song the angels sing.

LESSON ONE Genesis 3:8-16

8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 Then

the Lord God called to Adam and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 So
he said, “I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I
was naked; and I hid myself.” 11 And He said, “Who told you that

you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded
you that you should not eat?” 12 Then the man said, “The woman whom
You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate.” 13 And

the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The
woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God
said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, You are cursed more
than all cattle, And more than every beast of the field; On your belly you
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shall go, And you shall eat dust All the days of your life. 15 And I will
put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and
her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.”

16 To the woman He said: “I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your
conception; In pain you shall bring forth children; Your desire shall

be for your husband, And he shall rule over you.”

MEDITATION The Sound of God in the Garden of Eden

CAROL Of the Father’s Love Begotten LSB 384

1 Of the Father’s love begotten
Ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega,
He the source, the ending He,
Of the things that are, that have been,
And that future years shall see
Evermore and evermore.

3 This is He whom seers in old time
Chanted of with one accord,
Whom the voices of the prophets
Promised in their faithful word.
Now He shines, the long-expected;
Let creation praise its Lord
Evermore and evermore.

5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Father,
And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving
And unending praises be,
Honor, glory, and dominion,
And eternal victory
Evermore and evermore. Amen.

LESSON TWO  I[saiah 7:10-14
10 Moreover the Lord spoke again to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign for
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yourself from the Lord your God; ask it either in the depth or in the
height above.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, nor will I test the Lord!”
13 Then he said, “Hear now, O house of David! Is it a small thing for you
to weary men, but will you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord
Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.

MEDITATION The Sound of God’s Promise of Immanuel
CAROL O Come, O Come Immanuel LSB 357
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,

And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’'nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

LESSON THREE [saiah 9:2-7

2 The people who walked in darkness Have seen a great light; Those
who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a light has
shined. 3 You have multiplied the nation And increased its joy; They
rejoice before You According to the joy of harvest, As men rejoice when
they divide the spoil. 4 For You have broken the yoke of his burden And
the staff of his shoulder, The rod of his oppressor, As in the day of
Midian. 5 For every warrior’s sandal from the noisy battle, And
garments rolled in blood, Will be used for burning and fuel of fire. 6 For
unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will
be upon His shoulder. And His name will be Called Wonderful,
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the

increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the
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throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with
judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of
the Lord of hosts will perform this.

MEDITATION
The Sound of the Noisy Battle Silenced by the Prince of Peace
CAROL Low How a Rose LSB 359

1 Lo, how arose e’er blooming
From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming
As prophets long have sung,

It came, a flow'ret bright,
Amid the cold of winter,
When half-spent was the night.

2 Isaiah 'twas foretold it,
The rose I have in mind;
With Mary we behold it,
The virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright,
She bore to us a Savior,
When half-spent was the night.

LESSON FOUR [saiah 60:1-6

1 Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is
risen upon you. 2 For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and
deep darkness the people; But the Lord will arise over you, and His
glory will be seen upon you. 3 The Gentiles shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising. 4 “Lift up your eyes all
around, and see: They all gather together, they come to you; your sons
shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be nursed at your side.
5 Then you shall see and become radiant, and your heart shall swell
with joy; because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the
wealth of the Gentiles shall come to you. 6 The multitude of camels shall
cover your land, the dromedaries ofllo\/[idian and Ephah; all those from



Sheba shall come; they shall bring gold and incense, and they shall
proclaim the praises of the Lord.

MEDITATION The Sound of Praise from the Gentiles

CAROL As with Gladness Men of Old LSB 397;v. 1

1 As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light,
Leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most gracious Lord, may we
Evermore be led by Thee.

LESSON FIVE Luke 1:26-35

26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of
Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28 And
having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the
Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!” 29 But when she

saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of
greeting this was. 30 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. 32 He
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God
will give Him the throne of His father David. 33 And He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”

34 Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since [ do not know a
man?” 35 And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you;
therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of
God.

MEDITATION The Sound of Gabriel’s Joyful Greeting of Good News
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CAROL Angels We Have Heard on High LSB 368

1 Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains.

ref Gloriain excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav’'nly song?

3 Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

LESSON SIX Luke 2:1-7

1 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar
Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This census first
took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went to be
registered, everyone to his own city. 4 Joseph also went up from Galilee,
out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of

David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with
child. 6 So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed
for her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and
wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because
there was no room for them in the inn.

MEDITATION  The Sound of a Newborn Baby - the Son of God
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CAROL Away in a Manger LSB 364

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
[ love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, [ pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.

LESSON SEVEN Luke 2:8-15

8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel of the
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to
All people. 11 For there is born to you this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be the sign to you: you
will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” 13 And
Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying: 14 “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth
peace, goodwill toward men!” 15 So it was, when the angels had gone
away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass,
which the Lord has made known to us.”

MEDITATION
The Sound of Many Angels Bringing Good Tidings and Praising God
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CAROL Hark! The Herald Angels Sing LSB 380

1 Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,

Join the triumph of the skies;
With the_angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of a virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the_incarnate Deity!
Pleased as Man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel!
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

3 Hail, the heav’'n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”
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LESSON EIGHT Luke 2:16-20

16 And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the
Babe lying in a manger. 17 Now when they had seen Him, they made
widely known the saying which was told them concerning this

child. 18 And all those who heard it marveled at those things which
were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things
and pondered them in her heart. 20 Then the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and
seen, as it was told them.

MEDITATION
The Sound of Shepherds Witnessing and Praising God for All They
Had Heard and Seen
CAROL O Little Town of Bethlehem LSB 361
O little town of Bethlehem,

How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;

Yet in thy dark streets shineth

The everlasting light.

The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary,

And, gathered all above

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond’ring love.

O morning stars, together

Proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing to God the king
And peace to all the earth!

How silently, how silently
The wondrous gift is giv'n!
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So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heav'n.
No ear may hear His coming;
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him, still
The dear Christ enters in.

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Immanuel!

OFFERING

LESSON NINE John 1:1-14

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things
were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that
was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And
the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
comprehend it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose

name was John. 7 This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the
Light, that all through him might believe. 8 He was not that Light,

but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 9 That was the true Light
which gives light to every man coming into the world. 10 He was

in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world
did not know Him. 11 He came to His own, and His own did not
receive Him. 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the
right to become children of God, to those who believe in His

name: 13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor
of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and
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dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

MEDITATION The Sound of Children Being Born of God

CAROL Joy to the World LSB 387

1

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her King;

Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room

And heav’n and nature sing,

And heav’n and nature sing,

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!

Let men their songs employ,

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,

Far as the curse is found,

Far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness

And wonders of His love,

And wonders of His love,

And wonders, wonders of His love.
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LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES (during Joy to the World)

CAROL Silent Night LSB 363

1  Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

1s jNoche de paz, noche de amor!
Todo duerme en derredor.
Entre los astros que esparcen su luz,
bella anunciando al nifiito Jesus
brilla la estrella de paz,
brilla la estrella de paz.

2 Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

3  Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

CLOSING PRAYER
Let us pray.
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth
of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully
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receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence
behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace.

C Amen.

POSTLUDE Quem Pastores Helmut Walcha

P Goin peace.
C Serve the Lord.






