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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE  
December 24, 2021 

WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors here today.  It is 
our hope that you will benefit by your worship here with us, and that 
you will return again soon. We would greatly appreciate it if everyone 
would fill out an Attendance/Communion card so that we can keep 
track of our attendance.  They are located in the pew racks in front of 
you. 
 

AS WE GATHER Throughout history, our gracious God has made  
 outlandish promises. His spokesmen, the writers of biblical 
 books, said that a descendant of David would come to sit on an 
 eternal royal throne. More than that, His titles would include 
 some reserved for God in heaven. He was and is a Wonderful 
 Counselor, revealing God’s love in His own life and death; the 
 Mighty God, though hidden  within fragile flesh and blood; the  
 Everlasting Father, though trapped in time and space; and the 
 Prince of Peace, ruling not by enforcement of divine law but by 
 forgiving all who call to Him for grace and mercy. Today, we  
 celebrate His birth among us in time, as promised long ago and in 
 our hearts each day.  
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

WELCOME   
P Luke records that the first angel who brought the good news of 
 the birth of the Savior was suddenly joined by a multitude of the  
 heavenly host who praised God together. What an amazing sight 
 that must have been—and what amazing sounds for the  
 shepherds to hear! The music must have resounded off the rocks 
 on the fields there outside of Bethlehem in an unforgettable way! 
 Through our singing, we echo that praise this day. 
 

PRELUDE          Away in a Manger     
 

  (A quiet time for prayer and meditation in preparation for worship) 



3 

HYMN     “O Come, All Ye Faithful”      LSB 379  
 

 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

INVOCATION  
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen.  
 

OPENING SENTENCES     Isaiah 9:2-7  
P The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
 those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them a 
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 light has shined. 
C You have multiplied the nation and increased its joy; they  
 rejoice before You according to the joy of harvest, 
 as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 
P For You have broken the yoke of his burden and the staff of his 
 shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. 
C For every warrior’s sandal from the noisy battle, and  
 garments rolled in blood, will be used for  
 burning and fuel of fire. 
P For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the  
 government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be 
 called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting  
 Father, Prince of Peace. 
C Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no 
 end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to  
 order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that 
 time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will  
 perform this.  
 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE  (John 8:12, Psalm 98)  

P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
C the light no darkness can overcome. 
P Let Your light scatter the darkness 
C and illumine Your Church. 
P Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! For He has done marvelous 
 things; His right hand and His holy arm have gained Him the  
 victory. 
C The Lord has made known His salvation; His righteousness 
 He has revealed in the sight of the nations. 
P He has remembered His mercy and His faithfulness to the house 
 of Israel; All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our 
 God. 
C Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth; break forth in song, 
 rejoice, and sing praises. 
P Sing to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the sound of a 
 psalm, 
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C with trumpets and the sound of a horn; shout joyfully before 
 the Lord, the King. 
P Let the sea roar, and all its fullness, the world and those who 
 dwell in it; 
C Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills be joyful together 
P     before the Lord, for He is coming to judge the earth. With  
 righteousness He shall judge the world, and the peoples 
 with equity. 
 

+  SERVICE OF THE WORD  + 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE       “Joy to the World”       LSB 387  
 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
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SALUTATION  
P The Lord be with you.  
C And with your spirit.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P Let us pray. O God, You make us glad with the yearly  
 remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
 Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we 
 may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our 
 Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
 reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C Amen.  

 

+ LESSONS AND CAROLS + 
 

LESSON    Part 1: Prophecies of a Savior   
Isaiah 11:1, 4a; Numbers 24:15b, 17a; Isaiah 7:14; Micah 5:2  

 

P “There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, and a 
 Branch shall grow out of his roots. But with righteousness He 
 shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 
 earth;” Isaiah 11:1, 4a 
 

HYMN    “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”      St. 1: LSB  359  
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Public domain 

 

P In Numbers, chapter 24, we read that the Savior would be royal.  
 “The utterance of Balaam the son of Beor, and the utterance of the 
 man whose eyes are opened;” “I see Him, but not now; I behold 
 Him, but not near;”   Numbers 24:15b, 17a 
 

HYMN       “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”         St. 1: LSB 357  
 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

P Isaiah wrote about our Lord’s virgin birth. “Therefore the Lord 
 Himself will give you a  sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
 bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”     Isaiah 7:14 
 

HYMN    “Savior of the Nations, Come”         St. 1: LSB 332 
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© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012733. © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 
100012733. Public domain 

 

P Micah foretold where Jesus would be born.   
 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among 
 the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me the 
 One to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from of old, 
 from everlasting.”   Micah 5:2 
 

HYMN    “O Little Town of Bethlehem”         St. 1: LSB 361 
 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

P It is not enough to look back at the historical fact of Jesus’ birth;  
 today we celebrate the love God showers on us daily, which we 
 share, and about which we sing in later stanzas of these same 
 hymns.  
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LESSON     Part 2: Love from Our Savior   
1 John 4:7–9, 10–12, 15–16; Titus 2:11–14  

 

P In his First Epistle, John writes,  
 “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and every-

one who loves is born of God and knows God.  He who does not 
love does not know God, for God is love.  In this the love of God 
was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begot-
ten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.”      

                   1 John 4:7–9 
 
 

HYMN    “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”         St. 2: LSB 359 
 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

P John continues,  
 “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and 

sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  Beloved, if God 
so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has seen 
God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and 
His love has been perfected in us.”     1 John 4:10-12 

 

 

Continued on next page 
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HYMN    “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”       St. 7: LSB 357 
 

 

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

Public domain 

 

P And John concludes,  
 “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in 

him, and he in God. And we have known and believed the love 
that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love 
abides in God, and God in him.”    1 John 4:15-16 

 

HYMN    “Savior of the Nations, Come”          St. 7: LSB 332 
 

 

7 From the manger newborn light 
Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; 
In this light faith now abides. 

© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012733. © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 
100012733. Public domain 

 

P Paul writes to Titus and us:  
 “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all 

men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present 
age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our 
great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that 
He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for 
Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.” 

                    Titus 2:11-14 
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HYMN       “O Little Town of Bethlehem”        Sts. 3–4: LSB 361  
 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

GOSPEL READING   Luke 2:8-17 
(Angels announce the Savior’s birth to shepherds.)  

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.  
C Glory to You, O Lord.  
8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the 
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel 
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to you this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will 
be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, 
lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a  
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 
14  “Glory to God in the highest, 
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And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 
15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, 
that the shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16 And they came with haste and found Mary and  
Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 17 Now when they had 
seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them 
concerning this Child. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

CHRISTMAS HYMN      Angels We Have Heard on High          LSB  368 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE            “Glory to God in the Highest” 
                     (Luke 2:14) 
 

APOSTLES CREED 
All      I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 
           And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was con-

ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 
the dead. He ascended into  heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 
to judge the living and the dead.  

           I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec-
tion of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

(Continued on next page) 
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OFFERTORY    Hark! The Herald Angels Sing             LSB  380   
 

 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER  
 P God entered human history in the person of Jesus, who experi-

enced all our joys and sorrows. He has promised that our heavenly 
Father will hear whatever we ask in His name. Let us bring our re-
quests to Him in confident faith.  

 Wonderful Counselor, we pray that You will give empathy,  
 wisdom, and compassion to all who seek to meet the needs of the 

people around them, providing food, clothing, and shelter, tending 
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to the sick and injured, and responding to human crises and  
 natural disasters. Remember, we pray, those with special needs and 

those known only to You. As You give us opportunity, grant that we 
may be part of Your  answers to their petitions.  

 Mighty God, whose Word created all things in heaven and on earth, 
when storms rage, fires spread, or the earth trembles, give courage 
and skill to those who would provide rescue, relief, and shelter. 
Bless those who till the soil and raise crops and all who manage 
and distribute the world’s bounty, that the hungry be fed, the poor 
clothed, and the displaced given shelter. Gracious God, receive our 
plea;  

C hear the prayers to You we bring, Father, Spirit, newborn King.  
P Everlasting Father, shower Your grace on all families, enabling par-

ents and children to grow in faith and love. In neighborhoods, com-
munities, and cities where there is discord, open doors of peace; 
where there is discrimination, provide justice; where there is lone-
liness, provide companionship. Bless individuals and organizations 
to use the talents and resources You provide to restore dignity, 
health, and peace to everyone in their care. Gracious God, receive 
our plea;  

C hear the prayers to You we bring, Father, Spirit, newborn King.  
P Prince of Peace, use the earthly powers that be to put into  
 positions of authority those who will work for justice within their 

nations and cooperation across their borders. Give protection and 
courage to police and first responders in their communities and to 
armed forces deployed. Where wars threaten, move leaders to seek 
calm; where long-term animosity gives rise to fear and  

 hatred, open avenues of communication and understanding. Grant 
that Your Church stand as a beacon in this troubled world to  

 proclaim the Gospel and exhibit loving forgiveness in Your name. 
Grant that many find the peace they seek in You, our gracious  

 Savior. Gracious God, receive our plea;  
C hear the prayers to You we bring, Father, Spirit, newborn King. 
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P Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend ourselves and all 
for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake of Him 
whose birth we celebrate this day, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER        Matthew 6:9–13  
ALL      Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy  
 kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
 into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the  
 kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 

CANDLELIGHTING  
    [During the following hymn, the pastor  takes the light from the Christ 
candle to the ushers. They pass the light on to the congregation.)     

*Tip: Tip only the unlighted candle. 
 

HYMN     “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”           LSB 366  
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Public domain    
 

BENEDICTION       Numbers 6:24–26  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on 
 you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and 
 give you peace.  
C Amen.  
 

    (Dim lights) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

(Continued on next page) 
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HYMN     Silent Night           LSB 363 
 

 

 

 
 

1s ¡Noche de paz, noche de amor! 
Todo duerme en derredor. 
Entre los astros que esparcen su luz, 
bella anunciando al nin ito Jesu s 
    brilla la estrella de paz, 
    brilla la estrella de paz. 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2021 Concor-
dia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
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