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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE  
December 24, 2023 

WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors here today.  It is 
our hope that you will benefit by your worship here with us, and that 
you will return again soon. We would greatly appreciate it if everyone 
would fill out an Attendance/Communion card so that we can keep 
track of our attendance.  They are located in the pew racks in front of 
you. 
 

AS WE GATHER  One of the charming traditions of days gone by, still 
observed by some families, is the designation of a Christmas room in 
the house. In older homes, that room often was a parlor or dining 
room. The Christmas room was closed off to the family by the parents 
for days or even weeks before Christmas Eve and was beautified by a 
parent, grandparent, or other designated adult with decorations and 
greens and, most centrally, a Christmas tree, which frequently had 
heirloom ornaments on it. The room was set aside to remind all in the 
house to make room in their lives for the coming of Jesus, the Christ 
Child. In his wellloved paraphrase of Psalm 98, Isaac Watts writes: “Joy 
to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; Let ev’ry 
heart prepare Him room” (LSB 387:1). Tonight, the room in our hearts 
is filled with the joyful assurance that Christ has come to fill the world 
and our lives with His love.     
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

WELCOME   
P Luke records that the first angel who brought the good news of 
 the birth of the Savior was suddenly joined by a multitude of the  
 heavenly host who praised God together. What an amazing sight 
 that must have been—and what amazing sounds for the  
 shepherds to hear! The music must have resounded off the rocks 
 on the fields there outside of Bethlehem in an unforgettable way! 
 Through our singing, we echo that praise this day. 
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PRELUDE               
 

  (A quiet time for prayer and meditation in preparation for worship) 
 

HYMN        “Joy to the World”            LSB  387 
 

  

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

INVOCATION  
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen.  
 

OPENING SENTENCES            John 1:14; Psalm 96:3; Psalm 98:1     
P And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,  
C and we have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the  



4 

 Father, full of grace and truth.  
P Declare His glory among the nations,  
C His marvelous works among all the peoples!  
P Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done marvelous 
 things!  
C His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for 
 Him.    
 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE    (Psalm 24:1, 3–5 John 8:12)  

P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
C the light no darkness can overcome. 
P Let Your light scatter the darkness 
C and illumine Your Church. 
P Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the 
 world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have 
 the light of life.”  
C The earth is the Lord’s, and all its fullness, the world and 
 those who dwell therein.  
P Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord? Or who may stand in 
 His holy place? 
C He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted 
 up his soul to an idol, nor sworn deceitfully. 
P He shall receive blessing from the Lord, 
C And righteousness from the God of his salvation.  
P Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the 
 world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have 
 the light of life.”  
 

HYMN INTRODUCTION  
P The joy of Christmas echoes through the songs and carols of 
 Christmas. Some of the most beloved songs of Christmas were 
 learned in childhood and remain a source of joy and delight 
 throughout our lives. A song associated with Christmas but sung 
 in many churches throughout the year is “God Loves Me Dearly.” 
 Written in Germany in 1852 by a Lutheran pastor, this song was 
 included in a collection of Christian songs for young people. Soon 



5 Continue on next page 

 after it was first sung in German Lutheran settings, it made the 
 journey across the Atlantic Ocean with those immigrating to 
 America, where it became well loved by the Lutheran people  
 settling in the United States. Translated into English by the early 
 twentieth century, this expression of God’s love for us has found a 
 welcome place in the hymnody of our congregations.  
 

HYMN         God Loves Me Dearly                     LSB  392 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

+  SERVICE OF THE WORD  + 
 

SALUTATION  
P The Lord be with you.  
C And with your spirit.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P Let us pray. O God, You make us glad with the yearly  
 remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. 
 Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may 
 with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; 
 through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
 with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    
C Amen.  

 

+ LESSONS AND CAROLS + 
 

LESSON    Isaiah 7:10-14      
 

P 10 Moreover the Lord spoke again to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign 
 for yourself from the Lord your God; ask it either in the depth or 
 in the height above.” 
 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, nor will I test the Lord!” 
 13 Then he said, “Hear now, O house of David! Is it a small thing 
 for you to weary men, but will you weary my God  
 also? 14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, 
 the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His 
 name Immanuel. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
 

HYMN      “Gentle Mary laid her child”                  LSB 374 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

LESSON   1 John 4:7-16        
 

P 7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and  
 everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who 

does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 In this the 
love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only 
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through 
Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved 
us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one an-
other.         

 12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God 
abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us. 13 By this we 
know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given 
us of His Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father 
has sent the Son as Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses 
that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in 
God. 16 And we have known and believed the love that God has 
for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and 
God in him. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.                    
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HYMN      “ O Sing of Christ”           LSB 362  

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005188 Tune: 
Public domain 
 

GOSPEL READING   Luke 2:1-20   
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.  
C Glory to You, O Lord.  
1 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This census first 
took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went to be 
registered, everyone to his own city. 4 Joseph also went up from  
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David,  
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 
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David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with  
child.  
 

HYMN    “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                           LSB  361 
 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

6 So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for  
her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and  
wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because  
there was no room for them in the inn. 
 

HYMN    “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”  LSB  386; vs. 1, 4 
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4 Oh, where shall joy be found? 
Where but on heav’nly ground? 
Where the angels singing 
With all His saints unite, 
Sweetest praises bringing 
In heav’nly joy and light. 
Oh, that we were there! 
Oh, that we were there! 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the 
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel 
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around  
them, and they were greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to you this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will 
be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, 
lying in a manger.” 
 

HYMN     “Away in a Manger     LSB  364 
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Text and tune: Public domain 
 

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying: 
14  “Glory to God in the highest, and on 

earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 
15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, 
that the shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made  
known to us.” 16 And they came with haste and found Mary and  
Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger.  
 

HYMN             “Angels We Have Heard on High”       LSB  368  
 

 

 
 

Continue on next page 
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Text and tune: Public domain 
 

17 Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying  
which was told them concerning this Child. 18 And all those who  
heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the  
shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in 
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 her heart. 20 Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising  
God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told  
them. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN          “Go Tell It on the Mountain”               LSB  388 
 

  

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE        “Repeat the Sounding Joy”          
                                 (Luke 2:17-20)  
 

APOSTLES CREED 
All      I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 
           And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was con-

ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 
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the dead. He ascended into  heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 
to judge the living and the dead.  

           I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  

 resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY     “What Child Is This”                      LSB  370   
 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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CHRISTMAS PRAYER  
 P Let us pray for God’s great mercy, asking that He would hear our 

petitions and grant them according to His gracious will. Almighty 
and everlasting God, as we recall the first Christmas, we thank You 
for the gift of Jesus Christ, who came to earth in deep humility. We 
bless You that there was room in Your heart for the people of earth 
and for the sacrifice of Jesus as He left the glory of Your eternal 
kingdom in coming to earth to be our Savior, our Brother and our 
Friend. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  
P As we think of Your chosen servants Mary and Joseph, we thank 

You for the gift of family. Grant that we always treasure the gifts we 
receive through them and seek to be those who cherish our family, 
our church family, our friends, and our neighbors. Lord, in Your 
mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  
P As we fill this sacred space with song, we thank You for the gifts of 

poetry and music and for writers and composers who have  
 enriched our celebration with their devotion and creativity. Grant 

that we ever seek to bring You all that is the best and most  
 beautiful in our worship. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C hear our prayer.  
P As we hear again of the shepherds to whom the angel brought the 

greatest of news, we thank You for those who serve in the various 
vocations of life, including those whose daily work goes unnoticed 
or underappreciated. We commend to Your special care, Lord, 
those in the military, our first responders and medical personnel, 
and all whose service keeps them distanced from their family 
homes in these days. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.    
P We pray for all situations and conditions of people, especially those 

on our hearts at this time [including . . .]. Be with all who need our 
petitions and our concern. Bless them according to their needs, 
Lord, and give us opportunities to be of comfort and assistance in 
Your name. Lord, in Your mercy,  

Continue on next page 
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C hear our prayer.  
P As we pray, gracious God, we remember our dear ones who have 

completed their earthly lives and now are in Your eternal keeping. 
Grant that we follow their footsteps in ways of peace and love 
throughout our lives as we live to Your glory as those on whom 
Your favor rests. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  
P These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly 

Father, grant to us for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
C Amen.   
 

LORD’S PRAYER        Matthew 6:9–13  
ALL      Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy  
 kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
 into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the  
 kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 

CANDLELIGHTING  
    [During the following hymn, the pastor takes the light from the Christ 
candle to the ushers. They pass the light on to the congregation.)     
 

HYMN      “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                    LSB 379  
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Text and tune: Public domain   
 

BENEDICTION       Numbers 6:24–26  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine 
 on you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance 
 upon you, and give you peace.  
 C Amen.  
 

    (Dim lights) 
 

HYMN     Silent Night           LSB 363 
 

 

 

 
 

1s ¡Noche de paz, noche de amor! Todo duerme en derredor. 
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Entre los astros que esparcen su luz, bella anunciando al nin ito 
Jesu s brilla la estrella de paz, brilla la estrella de paz. 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2023  
Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission  
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