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 The Nativity of our Lord 

“The Lord has made 
known His salvation; 
His righteousness He 

has revealed in the sight  
of the nations.” 

(Psalm 98:2) 
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WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
    We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this morning.  
It is our hope that you will benefit by your worship here with us, and 
that you will return again soon.  We would greatly appreciate it if eve-
ryone would fill out an Attendance/Communion card so that we can 
keep track of our attendance.  They are located in the pew racks in 
front of you.  
    Today we celebrate Holy Communion. We teach that in the receiving 
of the Lord’s Supper each person receives the real presence of the 
Body and Blood of Christ for the forgiveness of their sins. If you are not 
a member of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod and desire to par-
take of Communion, please ask to speak with Pastor Weber or one of 
the elders prior to the service. 

A Prayer Upon Entering Church  -     Almighty God, to whom all 
 creation gives thanks and praises You for fulfilling all Your ancient 
 promises in sending my Savior to rescue me, grant me such joy 
 that it overflows my thoughts and words into joyful acts of  
 devotion to You and in service to the people around me; through 
 Jesus Christ, Your Son, my Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

AS WE GATHER  -       We do not often emphasize the psalms during 
 the Advent season, instead being eager to read about the  
 prophecies, anticipating Jesus’ coming. Yet the psalms are God’s 
 Word during terrible times to people who lived before God’s 
 promises were fulfilled in our Savior’s coming. This Advent we 
 have focused on several psalms as we use them to prepare to  
 celebrate our Lord’s birth with open  eyes and ears.  
 The traditional psalm for Christmas Day, Psalm 98, is a psalm of 
 rejoicing. Sing to the Lord a new song! This is a day for praising 
 God, rejoicing with one another, and spreading the joy to all 
 whom we meet!       
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DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR                        PAGE  203 
 

PRELUDE     (A quiet time for prayer and meditation) 
 

OPENING HYMN             O Come, All Ye Faithful                     LSB  379               
 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

   Please stand 
 

OPENING SENTENCES    Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1  
P To us a child is born, to us a son is given;  
C and the government shall be upon His shoulder.  
P Oh sing to the LORD a new song,  
C for He has done marvelous things!    
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INVOCATION 
P    In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C    Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is  
 not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
 forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
      (We take a moment of silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the   Savior.)                                                                                              

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and  
 iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly  
 deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
 heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
 pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the  
 holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
 Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
 sinful being. 
P     Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
 ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all 
 of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
 Christ I forgive you all your  sins in the name of the Father and of 
 the Son and of the  Holy Spirit.   
C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +  
 

INTROIT         Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6                  
P For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the  
 government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be 
 called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting  
 Father, Prince of Peace.  
C Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! For He has done marvelous 
 things; His right hand and His holy arm have gained Him the 
 victory. 
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P The Lord has made known His salvation; His righteousness He 
 has revealed in the sight of the nations. 
C He has remembered His mercy and His faithfulness to the 
 house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the  
 salvation of our God. 
P Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth; break forth in song,  
 rejoice, and sing praises. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
P       For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the  
 government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be 
 called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting  
 Father, Prince of Peace.  
 

KYRIE 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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2 To You, O sole-begotten, 
    The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
    You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
    Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated 
    At God’s right hand on high— 
 

 3 For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 
 

SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P      Let us pray.  Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-  
 begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the bondage of sin; 
 through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
 You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

   Please sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 62:10-12                                        
  

10 Go through, go through the gates! Prepare the way for the people; 
build up, build up the highway! Take out the stones, lift up a banner for 
the peoples! 11 Indeed the Lord has proclaimed to the end of the world: 
“Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Surely your salvation is coming; behold, 
His reward is with Him, and His work before Him.’ ” 12 And they shall 
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call them The Holy People, the Redeemed of the Lord; and you shall be 
called Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  Psalm 98  
P Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! For He has done marvelous 
 things; His right hand and His holy arm have gained Him the  
 victory.  
C The Lord has made known His salvation; His righteousness 
 He has revealed in the sight of the nations.  
P He has remembered His mercy and His faithfulness to the house 
 of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our 
 God.  
C Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth; break forth in song,  
 rejoice, and sing praises.  
P Sing to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the sound of a 
 psalm, 
C With trumpets and the sound of a horn; shout joyfully before 
 the Lord, the King.  
P Let the sea roar, and all its fullness, the world and those who dwell 
 in it;  
C let the rivers lap their hands; let the hills be joyful together  
P before the Lord, for He is coming to judge the earth. With  
 righteousness He shall judge the world, and the peoples 
 with equity. 
 

EPISTLE   Titus 3:4-7                          
 

4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man 
appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but ac-
cording to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us abun-
dantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 that having been justified by 
His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
 P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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     Please stand 
 

ALLELUIA and VERSE 
 

 

 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL       Luke 2:1-14                             
 

P     The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.  
C     Glory to You, O Lord.   
1 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar 
Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This census first 
took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went to be  
registered, everyone to his own city.  
4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into  
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was 
of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his be-
trothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it was, that while they were 
there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. 7 And she 
brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, 
and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the 
inn.  
8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the 
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel 
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
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them, and they were greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to you this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will 
be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, 
lying in a manger.” 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying: 
14  “Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED 
 

All     I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,  
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose 
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and 
sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with  
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will 
have no end. 
   And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
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      Please sit 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    Let All Together Praise Our God     LSB 389; vs 1-4,7       

 

 

 
 

7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
And Spirit evermore; 
We praise You evermore. 

Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005188 
 

SERMON      “Baby Jesus”                   (Luke 2:1-14)                                                     
 

OFFERING    
 

    Please stand 
 

OFFERTORY               Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                      LSB   393  
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Text and tune: Public domain 
SHARING OF THE PEACE  “Peace be with you”        (John 20:21) 

(Sharing through ASL (American Sign Language)) 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   Luke 2:1, 4, 6, 8, 11, 19    

P On this joyful day, let us go to God in prayer for all people in their 
 various needs. “In  those days a decree went out.”  
C Grant guidance to all who make and administer the laws of 
 the nations, that they serve You in their positions, work for 
 justice in all they do, and strive for peace around the world.  
P “Joseph also went up.”  
C Give protection for all who travel during this holiday season, 
 gracious Lord. Grant that they reach their destinations and  
 return home in safety and joy.  
P “He was of the house and lineage of David.”  
C Provide justice to all, including those who have been forgotten 
 by society. Lord Jesus, remind them of Your love for us all.  
P “The time came for her to give birth.”  
C Bring healing and comfort to all who face illness and grief this 
 day (including …). Grant that families come together in  
 comfort  and joy, and that the lonely be surrounded with  
 caring friends. Guide all in the healing professions to use their 
 gifts to Your  glory, heavenly Father.  
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P “There were shepherds out in the field.”  
C Strengthen all who work long hours, who tend fields and 
 flocks, and who distribute goods and services, gracious God. 
 Grant that many people find nourishing food, warm clothing, 
 and decent shelter through their efforts.  
P “Unto you is born . . . a Savior.”  
C  We raise songs of praise for the gift of Your Son, heavenly  
 Father. Grant that the  Church around the world be filled with 
 the joyful news of our Savior’s birth, spreading the  
 proclamation of glory to God in the highest and peace to God’s 
 people on earth.  
P “Mary treasured up all these things.”  
C Be with us all, Lord our God, so that the peace and joy we 
 know today will continue into the new year, for we bring all  
 these prayers to Your heavenly throne in the name of our 
 newborn Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.   

 

+SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT  + 
 

PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 
 in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Lord; by whose birth in the flesh as the 
 Savior from sin You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. 
 Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
 heaven we laud and magnify Your holy name, evermore praising 
 You and saying: 
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SANCTUS

 

 

 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
P  Blessed are You, sovereign Lord, for in Your great mercy You sent 
 Your only-begotten Son, Jesus, into our flesh to be our Savior. We 
 thank You that He has been  born as a King and yet as One who 
 comes to serve and bring salvation. We bless You for calling us to 
 repentance and inviting us to receive the gifts that He alone can 
 bestow. Grant that with true thankfulness we may approach His  
 Table of grace there to receive His body and blood and through 
 them the priceless gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation. We ask 
 this in His saving name.  
C Amen.   
 

LORD’S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9–13) 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy   
 kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;   
 give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not  
 into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the   
 kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
 Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
 bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 
 the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given 
 for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
 had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of  
 you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for   
 you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
 remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI

 

 

 

 
      

2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 
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Please sit 

SILENT PRAYER before COMMUNING  
 Heavenly Father,  in my Holy Baptism you have called me to be 
 Your own possession. Prepare my heart to receive the most holy 
 body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of all my sins. 
 Strengthen my faith, increase my love and  hope, and assure me a 
 place at Your heavenly table, where I will eat eternal manna and 
 drink of the river of the water of life freely, through Jesus Christ, 
 Your Son, my Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.  
 

COMMUNION HYMN          O Lord, We Praise Thee           LSB  617   
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2   Thy holy body into death was given, 
   Life to win for us in heaven. 
   No greater love than this to Thee could bind us; 
   May this feast thereof remind us! 
       O Lord, have mercy! 
   Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee 
   That Thy blood should bless and sustain me. 
   All our debt Thou hast paid; 
   Peace with God once more is made: 
      O Lord, have mercy! 
 

3   May God bestow on us His grace and favor 
   That we follow Christ our Savior 
   And live together here in love and union 
   Nor despise this blest Communion! 
      O Lord, have mercy! 
   Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us; 
   Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us; 
   Give Thy Church, Lord, to see 
   Days of peace and unity: 
      O Lord, have mercy! 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005188 
 

 Please stand 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
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2  All glory to the Father, 
     All glory to the Son, 
     All glory to the Spirit, 
     Forever Three in One; 
     For as in the beginning, 
     Is now, shall ever be, 
     God’s triune name resounding 
     Through all eternity. 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P Let us pray. We give thanks, Lord our God, that we have beheld our 
 Savior in the Child of Bethlehem, and we pray that You will instill 
 in us such faith that our joy this day will continue until we sing 
 Your praises in the eternity You have prepared for us and all  who 
 call to You in the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
 lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
 forever. 
C Amen. 
 

 



 18 

 

BENEDICAMUS 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION    (Numbers 6:24–26)   
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine 
 on you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance 
 upon you, and give you peace.          
C Amen. 
 

   Please sit 

SENDING  HYMN          Hark! The Herald Angels Sing         LSB  380   
 

 

 
 

ref Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace and Christmas joy as you serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2023 Concordia Publishing 
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.                                              



 20 

 


