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The Second Week in Advent 

IN THESE LAST DAYS 

 

 “Walk in wisdom toward 

those who are outside, redeeming 

the time. Let your speech  

always be with grace, seasoned with 

salt, that you may know how you 

ought to answer each one. 

(Colossians 4:5-6) 
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Mid-Week 2 Advent Service 
December 7, 2022 

WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this 
evening.  It is our hope that you will benefit by your wor-
ship here with us, and that you will return again soon. We 
would greatly appreciate it if everyone would fill out an  
Attendance/Communion card so that we can keep track of 
our attendance.  They are located in the pew racks in front 
of you. 
 

AS WE GATHER  “An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
 in a dream” (Matthew 1:20a). Joseph was deeply troubled. 
 Mary was pregnant. He considered quietly divorcing her. 
 Then came the angel, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not 
 fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived 
 in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you 
 shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from 
 their sins” (Matthew 1:20b–21). Joseph would still face 
 unknowns, just as we all face unknowns. Yet he faced 
 those unknowns filled with hope, because he trusted the 
 word of God that came to him from the angel. So during 
 this Advent season, we join Joseph in facing all of our  
 unknowns with hope, trusting the Word of God that has 
 come to us from the apostles, that Jesus is our precious 
 ransom, only hope for sinful mortals, who gave His life and 
 was raised, and who is coming again to restore creation to 
 its original beauty and goodness. 
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OPENING HYMN        Arise, O Christian People         LSB  354 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
 

Please Stand 
 

+ VESPERS + 
 

P Jesus Christ is the light of the world,  
C the light no darkness can overcome.  
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P By the Holy Spirit we cry out with the whole Church,  
C “Prepare the way of the Lord.”  
P All who wait for Jesus to return pray,  
C Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
 

PSALM   Psalm 141   
P Let my prayer rise before You as incense, the lifting up of 
 my hands as the evening  sacrifice.  
C O Lord, I call to You; come to me quickly; hear my 
 voice when I cry to You.  
P Let my prayer rise before You as incense, the lifting up of 
 my hands as the evening  sacrifice.  
C Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord, and guard the 
 door of my lips. Let not  my heart incline to any evil 
 thing; let me not be occupied in wickedness with 
 evildoers. But my eyes are turned to You, O God; in You 
 I take refuge. Strip me not of my life.  
ALL    Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
 Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
 forever. Amen.  
 Let my prayer rise before You as incense, the lifting up 
 of my hands as the evening sacrifice.   
 

PSALM    Psalm 49:7–8                   
 

P None of them can by any means redeem his brother, 
 nor give to God a ransom for  him— 
C For the redemption of their souls is costly, and it shall 
 cease forever—   
 

 Please Sit 
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HYMN    O Come, O Come, Immanuel    LSB  357; vs. 1,4,7        
 

 

 

 

 
 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

Public domain 
 

FIRST READING      Isaiah 7:10–17     
 

10 Moreover the Lord spoke again to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a 
sign for yourself from the Lord your God; ask it either in the 
depth or in the height above.” 
12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, nor will I test the Lord!” 
13 Then he said, “Hear now, O house of David! Is it a small 
thing for you to weary men, but will you weary my God  
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also? 14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a 
sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall 
call His name Immanuel. 15 Curds and honey He shall eat, that 
He may know to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For 
before the Child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the 
good, the land that you dread will be forsaken by both her 
kings. 17 The Lord will bring the king of Assyria upon you and 
your people and your father’s house—days that have not come 
since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah.” 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING   Colossians 4:2-6 
 

2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with  
thanksgiving; 3 meanwhile praying also for us, that God 
would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of 
Christ, for which I am also in chains, 4 that I may make it  
manifest, as I ought to speak. 
5 Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming 
the time. 6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned 
with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each 
one.  
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God.  
P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old 
 By the prophets.  
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His 
 Son. 
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RESPONSORY     Based on Jeremiah 23:5–6; Acts 2:36; Luke 1:32–33  

 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY     Spread the Reign of God the Lord      LSB  830 
 

 

 
 

5 Enter, mighty Word, the field; 
Ripe the promise of its yield. 
But the reapers, oh, how few 
For the work there is to do! 

CONTINUE ON NEXT PAGE 
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6 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 
Rouse to action heart and mind; 
Let the gath’ring nations all 
See Your light and heed Your call. 

Public domain 
 

SERMON   “As Seasoned with Salt, Redeeming the Time to 
Those Outside the Faith”                    (Colossians 4:2-6) 

 

OFFERING       
 

 Please Stand 
 

CANTICLE 
 

 

   

Magnificat 
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SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   (Matthew 6:9-13) 
All:   Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For Thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 



 11 

COLLECTS 
P  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your 

only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled 
to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the  

 Holy Spirit, one God,  now and forever. 
C Amen.  
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace 
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 
obey Your commandments and also that we, being  

 defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 
and  quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 
 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 
Your dear Son, that  You have graciously kept me this 
day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this 
night. For  into Your hands I commend myself, my 
body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be 
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 
 Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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BENEDICTION 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you. 
C Amen. 
 

 Please Sit 
 

CLOSING HYMN     O Lord, How Shall I Meet You    LSB  334; vs. 1-4, 6 
 

 

 

 

 
 

6 He comes to judge the nations, 
A terror to His foes, 
A light of consolations 
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And blesse d hope to those 
Who love the Lord’s appearing. 
O glorious Sun, now come, 
Send forth Your beams so cheering, 
And guide us safely home. 

Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. All rights  
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