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Mid-Week 2 Advent Service 
December 8, 2021 

WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this 
evening.  It is our hope that you will benefit by your worship 
here with us, and that you will return again soon. We would 
greatly appreciate it if everyone would fill out an  
Attendance/Communion card so that we can keep track of 
our attendance.  They are located in the pew racks in front of 
you. 
 

AS WE GATHER  It seems that no December goes by without 
 hearing the song “Mary, Did You Know?” With that seasonal 
 serenade, there is rightful theological reflection that could be 
 had, especially considering what we heard last week with the  
 announcing of the virgin birth from the angel Gabriel. There 
 is no song asking, “Jesus, Did You Know?” Today we ask that 
 question and gain theological insight and answers. We do so 
 by going beyond the Bethlehem birth and learning from 
 Jesus as a twelve-year-old boy in the Jerusalem temple. We 
 ask the question, “When Jesus was a boy, did He know He 
 was God?” 
 

OPENING HYMN      Comfort, Comfort Ye My People               LSB  347  
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+ VESPERS + 
 

P O Lord, how shall I meet You, How welcome You aright?  
C Your people long to greet You, My hope, my heart’s  
 delight!  
P In this Advent season, reflecting on and anticipating the joy to 
 come when heaven met earth through the promised and long-
 awaited Savior, we seek answers to our questions as we  
 remain on this earth. 
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PSALM    Psalm 85:1–7    
 

P LORD, You were favorable to Your land; You restored the  
 fortunes of Jacob.  
C You forgave the iniquity of Your people; You covered all 
 their sin.  
P You withdrew all Your wrath; You turned from Your hot  
 anger.  
C Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put away 
 Your indignation to ward us!  
P Will You be angry with us forever?  
C Will You prolong Your anger to all generations?  
P Will You not revive us again, that Your people may rejoice in 
 You?  
C Show us Your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us Your 
 salvation. 
 

HYMN      O Come, O Come, Immanuel     LSB  357; vv. 1,3,7        
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ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

Public domain 

 

FIRST READING      Isaiah 7:13–17     
 

13 Then he said, “Hear now, O house of David! Is it a small thing 
for you to weary men, but will you weary my God  
also? 14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, 
the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His 
name Immanuel. 15 Curds and honey He shall eat, that He may 
know to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the 
Child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land 
that you dread will be forsaken by both her kings. 17 The Lord will 
bring the king of Assyria upon you and your people and your  
father’s house—days that have not come since the day 
that Ephraim departed from Judah.” 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING   Luke 1:5-25 
5 There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest 
named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah. His wife was of the 
daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 And they were 
both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and 
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ordinances of the Lord blameless. 7 But they had no child,  
because Elizabeth was barren, and they were both well  
advanced in years. 8 So it was, that while he was serving as 
priest before God in the order of his division, 9 according to the 
custom of the priesthood, his lot fell to burn incense when he 
went into the temple of the Lord. 10 And the whole multitude of 
the people was praying outside at the hour of incense. 11 Then 
an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side 
of the altar of incense. 12 And when Zacharias saw him, he was 
troubled, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said to him, “ 
Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your 
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name 
John. 14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will  
rejoice at his birth. 15 For he will be great in the sight of the 
Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also 
be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s 
womb. 16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the 
Lord their God. 17 He will also go before Him in the spirit and 
power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the  
children,’ and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 18 And Zacharias said to 
the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my 
wife is well advanced in years.” 19 And the angel answered and 
said to him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, 
and was sent to speak to you and bring you these 
glad tidings. 20 But behold, you will be mute and not able to 
speak until the day these things take place, because you did not 
believe my words which will be fulfilled in their own time.” 
21 And the people waited for Zacharias, and marveled that he 
lingered so long in the temple. 22 But when he came out, he 
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could not speak to them; and they perceived that he had seen a 
vision in the temple, for he beckoned to them and remained 
speechless. 23 So it was, as soon as the days of his service were 
completed, that he departed to his own house. 24 Now after 
those days his wife Elizabeth conceived; and she hid herself five 
months, saying, 25 “Thus the Lord has dealt with me, in the days 
when He looked on me, to take away my reproach among  
people.”  
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God.  
P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by 
 the prophets.  
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His 
 Son. 
 

RESPONSORY     Based on Jeremiah 23:5–6; Acts 2:36; Luke 1:32–33  
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HYMN OF THE DAY     Arise, O Christian People           LSB  354 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
 

SERMON          “Elizabeth Prepares for Christmas” 
                      (Luke 1:5-25) 
 

OFFERING       



 9 

 

CANTICLE 
 

 

 
 Magnificat 
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SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   (Matthew 6:9-13) 
All:   Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For Thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COLLECTS 
P Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of dark-

ness and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this 
mortal life in which Your Son, Jesus Christ, came to visit us 
in great humility; that on the Last Day, when He shall come 
again in glorious majesty to judge both the living and the 
dead, we may rise to life immortal; through Him who lives 
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and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

C Amen.  
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which 
the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from 
the  fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  

 forever.  
C Amen. 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and 

for all people according  to their needs. Heavenly Father, in 
this season of Advent, we prepare to celebrate  again the 
coming of Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, and await His 
promised return. As questions enter our minds, such as “Did 
Jesus know He was God?,” we thank You for Your Word of 
truth, which gives the answers we need to know as we  live 
in this world to which Christ came. By Your Spirit’s work 
through Your Word,  enliven our hearts and minds, nourish 
our faith, and be with us as we wait and  watch this season 
and each day. Let us, like Jesus, be about the things of You, 
our  Father, as we gather in Your house to receive the gifts 
You freely give through Your  Spirit, where heaven has met 
earth through Your Son. We pray to You, Lord:  

C “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  
P Heavenly Father, as Your Son took on our human flesh, He  
 remained divine and knew all things. As all things are known 

to You, only You know all our hurts and struggles, our trials 
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and temptations. Only You can bring comfort and peace to 
 troubled hearts, minds, bodies, and souls in this season and 
always. Give Your comfort to those who seek our prayers, 
[including . . .]. Grant healing according to  Your will, along 
with peaceful minds and hopeful hearts. We pray to You, 
Lord.  

C “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we 

pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
C Amen. 
 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 
 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 
Your dear Son, that  You have graciously kept me this 
day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this 
night. For  into Your hands I commend myself, my 
body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be 
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 
 Amen. 

 

CLOSING SENTENCES  Isaiah 65:24; Psalm 10:17; Zechariah 13:9b  
P “Before they call I will answer;  
C while they are yet speaking I will hear.”  
P O LORD, You hear the desire of the afflicted;  
C You will strengthen their heart; You will incline Your 

ear.  
P “They will call upon My name, and I will answer them. I will 

say, ‘They are My people’;  
C and they will say, ‘The LORD is my God.’” 
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BENEDICAMUS 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you. 
C Amen. 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry       LSB  344 
 

 

 

 
Public domain 
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