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“If God is for us,  
who can be against us?  

He who did not spare His 
own Son, but delivered Him 
up for us all, how shall He 

not with Him also  
freely give us all things?” 

(Romans 8:31-32) 
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WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this evening.  It is our 
hope that you will benefit by your worship here with us, and that you will re-
turn again soon. We would greatly appreciate it if everyone would fill out an 
Attendance/Communion card so that we can keep track of our attendance.  
They are located in the pew racks in front of you. 
 

AS WE GATHER  Tomorrow, we celebrate the beginning of the new 
year. For many, that will mean a family gathering, a meal, and stories 
about the past. On this New Year’s Eve, many will make New Year’s  
resolutions—something they intend to change in the upcoming year. 
There is a good chance you already know where you will spend that time,  
often with family, food, and storytelling. Have you ever considered there is 
a day coming that will be like no other before it? That day will be a day of 
judgment and salvation. It will be a day when wickedness is forever  
vanquished to the  pits of hell and the righteous will celebrate with a feast 
and the story of our salvation told. It will be a day of change—one the 
world has never seen before and never will again. Thanks be to God for  
that day—let us look forward to it with great joy! 
 

+ VESPERS + 
 

PRELUDE 
 

Please Stand 
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PSALM    Psalm 31:11–16  
 

P I am a reproach among all my enemies, but especially among  my 
 neighbors, and am repulsive to my acquaintances; those  who see 
 me outside flee from me. 
C I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; I am like a broken 
 vessel. 
P For I hear the slander of many; fear is on every side; while they take 
 counsel together against me, they scheme to take away my life. 
C But as for me, I trust in You, O Lord; I say, “You are my God.” 
P My times are in Your hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies, 
 and from those who persecute me. 
C Make Your face shine upon Your servant; save me for Your  
 mercies’ sake. 
 

OPENING HYMN          From All That Dwell Below the Skies        LSB  816 
 

 

Continue on next page 
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2 Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord; 
 Eternal truth attends Thy Word. 
     Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore 
 Till suns shall rise and set no more. 
     Alleluia, alleluia! 
     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

3 All praise to God the Father be, 
 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee. 
     Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Whom with the Spirit we adore 
 Forever and forevermore: 
     Alleluia, alleluia! 
     Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Text: Public domain 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness 
 the year now ending and commend to Your blessing and love the 
 times yet to come. In the new year, abide among us with Your Holy 
 Spirit that we may always trust in the saving name of our Lord Jesus 
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 Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 now and  forever. 
C Amen. 
 

 Please Sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING   Isaiah 51:4–6          
(There is a day coming when God will keep His promise and return.) 

 

4 “Listen to Me, My people; and give ear to Me, O My nation: for law will 
proceed from Me, and I will make My justice rest as a light of the peoples. 
5 My righteousness is near, my salvation has gone forth, and My arms will 
judge the peoples; the coastlands will wait upon Me, and on My arm they 
will trust. 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look on the earth  
beneath. For the heavens will vanish away like smoke, the earth will grow 
old like a garment, and those who dwell in it will die in like manner; but 
My salvation will be forever, and My righteousness will not be abolished.  
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING   Romans 8:31b–39   
(We are more than conquerors in Christ and in Christ alone!) 

 

31 If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His 
own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also 
freely give us all things? 33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? 
It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, 
and furthermore is also risen who is even at the right hand of God, who  
also makes intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or  
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: 
 “For Your sake we are killed all day long; 
 We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 
37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who 
loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels 
nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 
39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to  
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.   
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P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God.  
 

HOLY GOSPEL   Luke 12:35–40   
(We do not know when the Lord is coming back, 

but He tells us to be ready at any moment.) 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord.   
35 “Let your waist be girded and your lamps burning; 36 and you 
yourselves be like men who wait for their master, when he will return 
from the wedding, that when he comes and knocks they may open to 
him immediately. 37 Blessed are those servants whom the master, when 
he comes, will find watching. Assuredly, I say to you that he will gird 
himself and have them sit down to eat, and will come and serve them. 
38 And if he should come in the second watch, or come in the third  
watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants. 39 But know this, 
that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would 
come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken  
into. 40 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
hour you do not expect.”  
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMON RESPONSORY          Based on Psalm 86:11; 119:105  
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HYMN OF THE DAY         O God, Our Help in Ages Past           LSB  733   
 

 

 
 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten as a dream 
Dies at the op’ning day. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last 
And our eternal home! 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

SERMON         “God is for us in 2025 and eternally!”        Romans 8:31                         
 

OFFERING       
 

    Please Stand 
 

CANTICLE 
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 Magnificat  
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KYRIE 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C     Our Father who art in heaven, 
       hallowed be Thy name, 
       Thy kingdom come, 
       Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
       give us this day our daily bread; 
       and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
   against us; 
       and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 

 

 

Continue on next page 
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     For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
   forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 COLLECT FOR TODAY 
 

P Let us pray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You  
 Wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son 

yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant 
that we may ever be alive in Him who made  Himself to be 
like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  

 forever. 
C Amen. 
 

CLOSING COLLECT 
 

P  Let us pray. Almighty God, Judge and King, when the time 
had fully come, You sent Your Son, born of a virgin, for us 
and for our salvation. Come, Lord Jesus, with Your grace to 
all the places of the world where people desperately need 
You. Come and give us the gift of Yourself; for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 
 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 
Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this 
day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this 
night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 
and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 
me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  
Amen. 
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BENEDICAMUS 
 

 

 
 

BENEDICTION 
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     Please Sit 
 

CLOSING HYMN       Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng      LSB  813 
 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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