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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 2, 2018
WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this morning. It is our hope that you will
benefit by your worship here with us, and that you will return again soon. We would greatly appreciate it if everyone would fill out an Attendance/Communion card so that we can keep track of
our attendance. They are the 3x5 white cards located in the pew racks in front of you.
This week we celebrate Holy Communion. We teach that in the receiving of the Lord’s Supper
each person receives the real presence of the Body and Blood of Christ for the forgiveness of their
sins. If you are not a member of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod and desire to partake of
Communion, please ask to speak with Pastor Weber or one of the elders prior to the service.
A Prayer Upon Entering Church - O God, my strength is not found in my knowledge, but in
Christ alone. Give me good courage, that I would stand firm even in the midst of the devil’s
schemes by the strength You give; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, my Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
AS WE GATHER - It has been said, “The Church is never more than one generation away from
extinction.” This bold statement perhaps finds support in the admonition found in today’s
Old Testament Reading. There Moses writes this concerning the works of the Lord, “Make
them known to your children and your children’s children” (Deuteronomy 4:9). Each
generation has the responsibility, and privilege, of passing on the works of God to the next
generation. While much of this teaching happens in the setting of a local congregation, the
Christian instruction that happens in the home, in our own family, is key. This teaching
is always centered in Jesus Christ, the one through whom our Lord has worked the
mightiest work of all— our salvation. That same Savior promises that even the gates of hell
will not prevail against His Church!
WELCOME
PRELUDE
(A quiet time for prayer and meditation in preparation for worship)
DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR
OPENING HYMN
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Fight the Good Fight
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INVOCATION
P
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C
Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(We take a moment of silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the Savior.)
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
(John 20:19-23)
Amen.

INTROIT
Psalm 51:7, 10–12; antiphon: v. 2
P
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!
C
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than
snow.
P
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
C
Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.
P
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.
All
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!
KYRIE
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

SALUTATION
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray. O God, the source of all that is just and good, nourish in us every virtue and
bring to completion every good intent, that we may grow in grace and bring forth the
fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C 4
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Deuteronomy 4:1–2, 6–9
(“Listen to the statues and just decrees that I am teaching you.”)
1 “Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I teach you to observe, that you
may live, and go in and possess the land which the Lord God of your fathers is giving you. 2 You
shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you. 6 Therefore be careful to
observe them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who
will hear all these statutes, and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding
people.’ 7 “For what great nation is there that has God so near to it, as the Lord our God is to us,
for whatever reason we may call upon Him? 8 And what great nation is there that
has such statutes and righteous judgments as are in all this law which I set before you this
day? 9 Only take heed to yourself, and diligently keep yourself, lest you forget the things your
eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. And teach them to
your children and your grandchildren,
P
This is the Word of the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God
PSALM
P
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

Psalm 119:129–136; antiphon: v. 132

Turn to me and be gracious to me, as is Your way with those who love Your name.
Your testimonies are wonderful; therefore my soul keeps them.
The unfolding of Your words gives light; it imparts understanding to the simple.
I open my mouth and pant, because I long for Your commandments.
Turn to me and be gracious to me, as is Your way with those who love Your name.
Keep steady my steps according to Your promise, and let no iniquity get dominion over
me.
Redeem me from man’s oppression, that I may keep Your precepts.
Make Your face shine upon Your servant, and teach me Your statutes.
My eyes shed streams of tears, because people do not keep Your law.
Turn to me and be gracious to me, as is Your way with those who love Your name.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
EPISTLE

Ephesians 6:10–20
(“Put on the whole armor of God.”)

10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the
whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do
not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers
of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having girded your
waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod your feet
with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which
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you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance
and supplication for all the saints— 19 and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I
may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an
ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.
P
This is the Word of the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.
ALLELUIA AND VERSE

HOLY GOSPEL

Mark 7:14–23
(What comes out of a man is what makes him “unclean.”)

P
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter.
C
Glory to You , O Lord.
14 When He had called all the multitude to Himself, He said to them, “Hear Me, everyone,
and understand: 15 There is nothing that enters a man from outside which can defile him; but
the things which come out of him, those are the things that defile a man. 16 If anyone has ears
to hear, let him hear!” 17 When He had entered a house away from the crowd, His disciples
asked Him concerning the parable. 18 So He said to them, “Are you thus without understanding
also? Do you not perceive that whatever enters a man from outside cannot defile
him, 19 because it does not enter his heart but his stomach, and is eliminated, thus purifying all
6

foods?”20 And He said, “What comes out of a man, that defiles a man. 21 For from within, out
of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications,
murders, 22 thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride,
foolishness. 23 All these evil things come from within and defile a man.”
P
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C
Praise to You, O Christ.
NICENE CREED
All:
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us
men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of
the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
HYMN OF THE DAY
SERMON

Renew Me, O Eternal Light
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“The Way to a Man’s Evil Heart is not Through his Stomach but Through Jesus’
Word”
(Mark 7:14)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Psalm 119:132
P
We come before our Lord in prayer, saying along with the psalmist, “Turn to me and be
gracious to me, as is Your way with those who love Your name.”
O Lord, You spoke through Your servant Moses, instructing us to teach Your Word to
future generations. Grant us diligence in sharing Christ with our children and our
children’s children, that they may know Him as their Savior. Turn to me and be
gracious to me,
C
as is Your way with those who love Your name.
P
O Lord, the apostle Paul warns us of Satan and his schemes. We thank You that You do
not leave us defenseless but give us Your armor to guard and defend us. Turn to me
and be gracious to me,
C
as is Your way with those who love Your name.
P
O Lord, You have the power to heal and to restore, and so we humbly ask that You look
with favor upon the sick and hurting in body, mind, or spirit, [especially . . .]. Give to 7

them strength and restoration according to Your perfect will. Turn to me and be
gracious to me,
as is Your way with those who love Your name.
O Lord, we thank You for those who serve on behalf of others, including teachers, first
responders, and those in the armed forces of our land. Watch over and bless these
individuals as they fulfill these vocations with selflessness and honor. Turn to me and
be gracious to me,
as is Your way with those who love Your name.
O Lord, give us faithful hearts with which to receive Your Son’s body and blood at Your
Table. Grant that it strengthen and sustain us in the one true faith. Turn to me and be
gracious to me,
as is Your way with those who love Your name.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy.
Amen.

C
P

C
P
C
P
C

SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERING
PREFACE
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
Lift up your hearts.
C
We lift them to the Lord.
P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of
a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the
dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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SANCTUS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P
Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together,
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers;
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship,
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
(Matthew 6:9–13)
C
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
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and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
P
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Pax Domini
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
Amen.
AGNUS DEI
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways
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NUNC DIMITTIS

11

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
Salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.
BENEDICAMUS
P
Let us bless the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God
BENEDICTION
P
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C
Amen.
SENDING HYMN

Great is Thy Faithfulness
(Accompanied by guitar)

LSB
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Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Part 1. Copyright © 2015 Concordia Publishing House All
rights reserved. Used by permission.

=============================

Elders’ Meeting
Tuesday, September 11, 2018
7:30 p.m.
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I would like to thank everyone at Immanuel
Lutheran for the prayers, cards, food, and words of
comfort expressed to me this past week on the death
of my daughter, Sally Tankersley of McAllen, TX.
She is now resting in the arms of her Savior,
Jesus Christ.
To God be the Glory—”She is Home”.
Mildred Twenhafel

RioMAC
RioMAC invites you to become better informed in our circuit's preparation and response in the event of
a natural disaster.
We will be meeting on Thursday, September 20th from 6:30pm-8pm at St. Paul, Harlingen.
There will be two important and timely presentations.
*Pastor Dominguez will share information about LERT (Lutheran Emergency Response Training).
*Julie Tucker will help us understand how we can pre-position ourselves to be ready for a disaster and
what can be done in the restoration effort. She brings much experience from her Hurricane Harvey relief work, and has done much to help our congregations and community during the recent June flooding
in the RGV.
We want to show our Christian love to those who are hurting from a disaster and working together
with a coordinated plan is a big key.
Refreshments will be provided. Looking forward to seeing you!
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Portals of Prayer for July to September are available in the Narthrex.
SUNDAY SCHOOL:
After service in the Fellowship Hall @ 10:30 a.m.
Enrich your spiritual life with the Word.
Pastor Weber will be leading the Adult Bible Study.

Children’s Sunday School is available with
lots of fun activities.

Grandparents Day is next Sunday, September 9th.
Connect with your grandchildren and
celebrate this special day for grandparents. Heritage for the Future.
(www.grandkidsmatter.org)
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TO ASSIST YOU IN WORSHIP


Large print Worship Bulletins for those who are sight impaired.



Personal Wireless Listening devices for those with hearing difficulties.



Prayer requests forms are located in a black binder in the Pew Hymnal Rack
as well as with an usher.
Please print the request and place the form in the collection plate or give to a
usher!
PLEASE ASK AN USHER FOR ANY ASSISTANCE

A REMINDER - The Pastor is always available following worship to speak
and pray with worshipers who have concerns for themselves or others. Please do not hesitate to seek him out.
FOR THOSE in our worshiping congregation who may be physically unable
to stand for extended periods of time, or who find it difficult to rise and
sit on every occasion during the worship. please feel free to sit or remain
seated even though the congregation has been directed to stand.

Elder:
Altar Guild:
Music:
This Week
Usher:
Sunday:
Next Week
Usher:
Sunday:

Bi-Weekly Church Activity Schedule
September Sunday Servants:
Joe Winston
Billie Jo Neuhaus & Maribel Perez
Bonny Winston
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Earl Neuhaus
Holy Communion Worship Service
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Ken & Bob Eilers
Worship Service
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study

9:00 am
10:30 am

9:00 am
10:30 am
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We Are Cleansed and Sustained by the Word of God
Wickedness and evil come “from within, out of the heart,” and that is what defiles a person
(Mark 7:21–23). Hence, we cannot save ourselves, because we are sinful and unclean from
the inside out. But as the Lord Jesus “declared all foods clean” (Mark 7:19), so He cleanses us
by His Word, the preaching of repentance and the forgiveness of sins. Therefore, “listen to
the statutes and the rules” of the Lord, “and do them, that you may live” (Deut. 4:1). For His
Word is righteous, and to live according to it is “your wisdom and your understanding in the
sight of the peoples” (Deut. 4:6). Cling to His Word, and also teach it “to your children and
your children’s children” (Deut. 4:9). Put on this “armor of God” by hearing and heeding
what He speaks to you, that you may “stand firm” in the evil day (Eph. 6:11–13). Gird yourself with the righteousness of Christ, by faith in the “gospel of peace,” and take up “the sword
of the Spirit, which is the word of God,” by confessing Christ Jesus and “praying at all times
in the Spirit” (Eph. 6:14–18).

8/26/2018
Sunday Worship
Plate:
Envelopes:
Donations:

29
$ 126.00
$ 1,040.00

(Proper 18)

Memorials:
Sally Tankersley

$

Total:
Bible Class:
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Sixteenth Sunday
After Pentecost
Readings :

200.00

$ 1,366.00
9

$ 8.00

Isaiah 35:4-7a
Psalm 146
James 2:1-10, 14-18
Mark 7:(24-30) 31-37

