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THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
DECEMBER 16, 2018
WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this morning. It is our hope that you will
benefit by your worship here with us, and that you will return again soon. We would greatly appreciate it if everyone would fill out an Attendance/Communion card so that we can keep track of
our attendance. They are the 3x5 white cards located in the pew racks in front of you.
This week we celebrate Holy Communion. We teach that in the receiving of the Lord’s Supper
each person receives the real presence of the Body and Blood of Christ for the forgiveness of their
sins. If you are not a member of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod and desire to partake of
Communion, please ask to speak with Pastor Weber or one of the elders prior to the service.

A Prayer Upon Entering Church - Stir up Your power, O Christ, and come, that in Your
presence I may rejoice and rest in the peace that only You can give, for You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
AS WE GATHER - “Rejoice in the Lord always!” may seem like quite the daunting task in today’s
world. Yes, there are moments of joy, but there are also moments of tragedy and
devastation. It is not possible to be always joyful. But rejoicing is not a task that we have to
add to our to-do list. And we are not called to rejoice in everything always. We are called
to rejoice in the Lord always. The God who rejoices over us with gladness and calms us
with His love brings us into a relationship with Him that is filled with rejoicing at His
presence and providence.
WELCOME
PRELUDE

(A quiet time for prayer and meditation in preparation for worship)

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR
HYMN for LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
(German folk tune)
1 We light the Advent candles
against the winter night,
to welcome our Lord Jesus
who is the world's True Light,
to welcome our Lord Jesus
who is the world's True Light.
2 Three candles now are gleaming
and show us the true way,
rejoice, the Baptist cries out,
your Lord has come today,
rejoice, the Baptist cries out,
your Lord has come today!
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We Light the Advent Candles
by Gracia Grindal

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
P
On the four Sundays in Advent, we light a new candle each week. We mark the four
candles with these four words: hope, peace, joy, and love.
Jesus Christ is the hope of the nations.
C
We wait for the Lord, and in His Word do we hope.
P
Jesus Christ is the Prince of Peace.
C
We wait for the Lord, and in His Word do we rest.
P
Jesus Christ is the source of all joy.
C
We wait for the Lord, and in His Word do we rejoice.
OPENING HYMN

Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding

LSB 345

INVOCATION
P
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C
Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(We take a moment of silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the Savior.)
P
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
(John 20:19-23)
C
Amen.
INTROIT
Psalm 146:5–8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4
P
Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!
C
Happy is he who has the God of Jacob for his help, Whose hope is in the Lord his
God,
P
Who made heaven and earth, The sea, and all that is in them; Who keeps truth forever,
C
Who executes justice for the oppressed, Who gives food to the
hungry. The Lord gives freedom to the prisoners.
P
The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; The Lord raises those who are bowed down;
The Lord loves the righteous.
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P

Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!

KYRIE

SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Zephaniah 3:14–20
(The Lord will rejoice over you with gladness.)
14 Sing, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O
daughter of Jerusalem! 15 The Lord has taken away your judgments, He has cast out your
enemy. The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; You shall see disaster no more. 16 In
that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: “Do not fear; Zion, let not your hands be weak.
17 The Lord your God in your midst, The Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over you with
gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you with singing.” 18 “I will
gather those who sorrow over the appointed assembly, Who are among you, To whom its
reproach is a burden. 19 Behold, at that time I will deal with all who afflict you; I will save
the lame, And gather those who were driven out; I will appoint them for praise and fame
In every land where they were put to shame. 20 At that time I will bring you back, Even at the
time I gather you; For I will give you fame and praise Among all the peoples of the earth,
When I return your captives before your eyes,” Says the Lord.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God
PSALM
Psalm 85; antiphon: v. 2
P You have forgiven the iniquity of Your people; You have covered all their sin. Selah
P Lord, You have been favorable to Your land; You have brought back the captivity of
Jacob.
C You have forgiven the iniquity of Your people; You have covered all their sin.
P You have taken away all Your wrath; You have turned from the fierceness of Your anger.
C Restore us, O God of our salvation, And cause Your anger toward us to cease.
P Will You be angry with us forever? Will You prolong Your anger to all generations?
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Will You not revive us again, That Your people may rejoice in You?
Show us Your mercy, Lord, And grant us Your salvation.
I will hear what God the Lord will speak, For He will speak peace To His people and
to His saints; But let them not turn back to folly.
Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, That glory may dwell in our land.
Mercy and truth have met together; Righteousness and peace have kissed.
Truth shall spring out of the earth, And righteousness shall look down from heaven.
Yes, the Lord will give what is good; And our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness will go before Him, And shall make His footsteps our pathway.
You have forgiven the iniquity of Your people; You have covered all their sin.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
EPISTLE

Philippians 4:4–7

(Rejoice in the Lord always.)

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be known to all
men. The Lord is at hand. 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus.
P
This is the Word of the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.
HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 7:18–35
(“The blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead
are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them.”)
P
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter.
C
Glory to You , O Lord.
18 Then the disciples of John reported to him concerning all these things. 19 And John, calling
two of his disciples to him, sent them to Jesus, saying, “Are You the Coming One, or do we look
for another?” 20 When the men had come to Him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to
You, saying, ‘Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?’ ” 21 And that very hour He
cured many of infirmities, afflictions, and evil spirits; and to many blind He gave sight.
22 Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell John the things you have seen and
heard: that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised, the poor have the gospel preached to them. 23 And blessed is he who is not offended
because of Me.” 24 When the messengers of John had departed, He began to speak to the
multitudes concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken
by the wind? 25 But what did you go out to see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed those
who are gorgeously appareled and live in luxury are in kings’ courts. 26 But what did you go
out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet.27 This is he of whom it is
written:
‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face,
Who will prepare Your way before You.’
28 For I say to you, among those born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the 5

Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 29 And when all the
people heard Him, even the tax collectors justified God, having been baptized with the baptism of John. 30 But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the will of God for themselves, not
having been baptized by him. 31 And the Lord said, “To what then shall I liken the men of
this generation, and what are they like? 32 They are like children sitting in the marketplace
and calling to one another, saying:
‘We played the flute for you,
And you did not dance;
We mourned to you,
And you did not weep.’
33 For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, ‘He has a
demon.’ 34 The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look, a glutton and
a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 35 But wisdom is justified by all her
children.”
P
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C
Praise to You, O Christ.
NICENE CREED
All:
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And
He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom
will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
HYMN OF THE DAY
SERMON
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Arise, O Christian People

LSB 354

“We are Sent to See and Then Talk of the Coming One!”
(Luke 7:18-35)

OFFERTORY

Once He Came in Blessing

LSB 333 v. 3

OFFERING
SHARING OF THE PEACE
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.
Dear heavenly Father, as we wait for the return of Christ, we often grow impatient. We
are tempted to disdain our families, dismiss our friends, and deny our neighbors what
they need. Our hearts are often far from joy, but we pray that You would teach us to
rejoice in the Lord always!
C Again I will say, rejoice!
P Lord, in the midst of our rejoicing there is also sadness and struggle. Some among us are
sick, injured, and recovering. [Today we pray for . . .] Provide them with healing and calm
their troubled hearts. In the midst of their suffering, teach them to rejoice in the Lord
always!
C Again I will say, rejoice!
P Lord, it is most challenging to rejoice when we are surrounded by death. Comfort those
who grieve and mourn the death of loved ones. [Today we remember the families and
friends of . . .] Place the hope of resurrection before their eyes. Remind them that in
paradise we will all rejoice in the Lord always!
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C
P

Again I will say, rejoice!
Lord, we thank You for the times rejoicing is common in our lives. [Today we rejoice
with . . .] Grant that their rejoicing lead us all to rejoice in the Lord always!
Again I will say, rejoice!
Lord, many are struggling with loneliness, especially at this time of year. Inspire Your
Church to reach out in friendship and love to those who need it, that together we all
rejoice in the Lord always!
Again I will say, rejoice!
Into Your hands, Lord Jesus, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your ever
present mercy.
Amen.

C
P
C
P
C

PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the
very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to
repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes
again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
SANCTUS
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we
pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of
the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
(Matthew 6:9–13)
C
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
P
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Pax Domini
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
Amen.
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AGNUS DEI

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
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Comfort, Comfort Ye My People

LSB 347

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

LSB 338

NUNC DIMITTIS
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
P Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in
the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout
our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your
saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
BENEDICAMUS
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God
BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C Amen.
SENDING HYMN

Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng

LSB

813

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2018 Concordia
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

***********************************************
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Midweek Advent Services
5:00 p.m. Soup Supper
6:00 p.m. Service
Dec. 19
“Listen to His Word That You May
be Gathered with the Elect at the Great Trumpet
Sound ”
(Matthew 24:30-31)

Christmas Eve Service
6:00 p.m.
Monday, December 24th, 2018
Christmas Day Holy Communion Service
9:00 a.m.
Tuesday, December 25th, 2018

Immanuel Lutheran School
Invites you to attend
Christmas Around the World
-Kinder thru 5th grade projects
-Learn about different countries
-Parade of countries
-Foods from each country
-Christmas Caroling with the children
December 21, 2018 starting at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
We will be playing Chalupa (Mexican Bingo) during the event.
Gift cards will be given as prizes.
Cost: $1.00 per card per game.
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Portals of Prayer for January to March are available in the Narthrex.

Sunday School is for Everyone!!!!!
SUNDAY SCHOOL:
After service in the Fellowship Hall @ 10:30 a.m.
Enrich your spiritual life with the Word.
Pastor Goetz will be leading the Adult Bible Study.
Children’s Sunday School is available
with lots of fun activities.
Confirmation Class
Tuesdays, 6:00 p.m.
Pastor’s Office
Youth Christmas Movie Night
Today, December 16th
at DCE Brenda’s house from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
(Bring your favorite cookies to share.)
Welcome Back! Winter Texans
Praise be to God! - for your safe journey to the RGV.
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TO ASSIST YOU IN WORSHIP
•

Large print Worship Bulletins for those who are sight impaired.

•

Personal Wireless Listening devices for those with hearing difficulties.

•

Prayer requests forms are located in a black binder in the Pew Hymnal Rack
as well as with an usher.
Please print the request and place the form in the collection plate or give to a
usher!
PLEASE ASK AN USHER FOR ANY ASSISTANCE

A REMINDER - The Pastor is always available following worship to speak
and pray with worshipers who have concerns for themselves or others. Please do not hesitate to seek him out.
FOR THOSE in our worshiping congregation who may be physically unable
to stand for extended periods of time, or who find it difficult to rise and
sit on every occasion during the worship. please feel free to sit or remain
seated even though the congregation has been directed to stand.

Elder:
Altar Guild:
Music:
This Week
Usher:
Sunday:
Next Week
Usher:
Sunday:

Bi-Weekly Church Activity Schedule
December Sunday Servants:
Ken Eilers
Donna Jackson & Lorri Marchant
Bonny Winston
Third Sunday in Advent
Don Vogel
Holy Communion Worship Service
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study
Fourth Sunday in Advent
Dan Wehling
Worship Service
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study

9:00 am
10:30 am

9:00 am
10:30 am
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The Coming of Jesus Enables Us to Rejoice
The Third Sunday in Advent has traditionally been called by the Latin word Gaudete, meaning “Rejoice!” For as you are called to repentance, so also are you urged to rejoice in the
coming of the Lord, Jesus Christ. By His own cross, He has accomplished salvation for you;
“he has cleared away your enemies,” “taken away the judgments against you” and come to
reign in your midst. Indeed, He rejoices over you with gladness and song (Zeph. 3:15–17)!
Therefore, even from prison St. Paul encourages us to “rejoice in the Lord always,” knowing
that the peace of God will guard and keep us in Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:4, 7). We find an example
and encouragement in the case of John the Baptist. As he languishes in prison, he calls upon
Jesus and is strengthened by the Word of the Gospel that he receives. The same good news is
preached to you, by which all things are made new and even “the dead are raised up” (Luke
7:22). Do not be offended by the cross, therefore, but let your life be one of prayer and
thanksgiving (Luke 7:23; Phil. 4:6).

12/9/2018
Sunday Worship
Plate:
Envelopes:
Thrivent Choice

62
$ 799.00
$ 2,21800
$ 301.00

Total:

Mid-Week Advent 1

$ 3,318.00

12/5

Plate:
Envelopes:

$ 40.00
$ 135.00
$ 175.00

Total:
Bible Class:

16

35

27

$ 22.00

Fourth Sunday
In Advent
Readings :
Micah 5:2-5a

Psalm 80:1-7
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45 (46-56)

