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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
12-25-2018 

WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
    We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this 
morning.  It is our hope that you will benefit by your worship here 
with us, and that you will return again soon. We would greatly ap-
preciate it if everyone would fill out an Attendance/Communion 
card so that we can keep track of our attendance.  They are the 
3x5 white cards located in the pew racks in front of you.   
    Today we celebrate Holy Communion. We teach that in the re-
ceiving of the Lord’s Supper each person receives the real pres-
ence of the Body and Blood of Christ for the forgiveness of their 
sins. If you are not a member of the Lutheran Church Missouri 
Synod and desire to partake of Communion, please ask to speak 
with Pastor Weber or one of the elders prior to the service. 
 

A Prayer Upon Entering Church  -  Almighty God, You make this 
 day to shine with the brightness of the true light. Grant that as 
 I know the mysteries of that light on earth wrapped in infinite 
 love, I may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; 
 through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, my Lord, who lives 
 and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
 forever.  Amen. 
 

AS WE GATHER  -     Whether your family exchanges Christmas 
 gifts on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day (or at all), Christians 
 gather here to celebrate, receive, and unwrap the perfect Gift, 
 that is, Jesus Christ Himself. The wrapping paper in our 
 homes temporarily covers a gift and is soon thrown away, but 
 Jesus comes to us this day by His Means of Grace to give to us 
 infinite things we can’t find anywhere else—the love of His 
 life, the forgiveness of sins, and the salvation of our souls. We 
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  rejoice in the gift of the Child wrapped in swaddling cloths 
 and lying in the manger, knowing the great gifts the Lord 
 comes to bring for us and for the whole world through the 
 Savior given and born for us. 
 

WELCOME  
P When the Magi from the East came to Jerusalem, led by the star, 
 they asked a simple question: “Where is He who is born  king of the 
 Jews?” On this festival day, we celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord, 
 the day of His birth. It is that day, that “birth-day,” which is the 
 cause of measureless joy, echoed in the hymns and carols that we 
 are singing today. 
 

PRELUDE                 (A quiet time for prayer and meditation) 
 

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR          PAGE  203 
 

OPENING HYMN                    Joy to the World                         LSB     387 
 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
    Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
    Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 
    Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as, far as the curse is found. 
4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
    And makes the nations prove 
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The glories of His righteousness 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders, wonders of His love. 
 

INVOCATION 
P   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C   Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Jesus, the Word made flesh, You dwell among us, but how can 
 we continually abide in Your dwelling? 
C For we are sinful and unclean; we have sinned against 
 You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
 and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
 with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
 as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
 punishment. 
P For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
C Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
 in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 
 holy name. Amen. 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given the gracious gift of His 
 Son to be born into this world, wrapped in our flesh, to live a 
 perfect life we can never attain, and to give His life as a  
 perfect sacrifice that for His sake He forgives you all your 
 sins. Christ was born to live among us, to die for us, and to 
 rise in victory for us. He was given and born as our Savior to 
 forgive. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
 authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
 and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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INTROIT Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6 

P For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the 
 government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be 
 called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting  
 Father, Prince of Peace.  
C Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! For He has done marvel
 ous things; His right hand and His holy arm have gained 
 Him the victory. 
P The Lord has made known His salvation; His righteousness 
 He has revealed in the sight of the nations. 
C He has remembered His mercy and His faithfulness to 
 the house of Israel; All the ends of the earth have seen 
 the salvation of our God. 
P Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth; Break forth in song, 
 rejoice, and sing praises. 
P For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the 
 government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be 
 called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting  
 Father, Prince of Peace.  
 

KYRIE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 6 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 

 

 

 

 

SALUTATION 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P      Let us pray.  Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-
 begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the bondage of 
 sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
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 reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 52:7–10  
(“All the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.”) 

 

7 How beautiful upon the mountains Are the feet of him who 
brings good news, Who proclaims peace, Who brings glad tidings 
of good things, Who proclaims salvation, Who says to Zion, “Your 
God reigns!” 8 Your watchmen shall lift up their voices, With their 
voices they shall sing together; For they shall see eye to eye When 
the Lord brings back Zion. 9 Break forth into joy, sing together, 
You waste places of Jerusalem! For the Lord has comforted His 
people, He has redeemed Jerusalem. 10 The Lord has made bare 
His holy arm In the eyes of all the nations; And all the ends of the 
earth shall see The salvation of our God.  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL   Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a 
P To us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
C and the government shall be upon His shoulder. 
P And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
C Mighty God, 
P Everlasting Father, 
C Prince of Peace. 
P Sing to the Lord a new song, 
C for He has done marvelous things! 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

EPISTLE     Hebrews 1:1–6   
(The Son is the radiance of the glory of God.) 

 

1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time 
past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken 
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to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, 
through whom also He made the worlds; 3 who being the  
brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and 
upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by 
Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, 4 having become so much better than the angels, as He 
has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they. 
5 For to which of the angels did He ever say: “You are My Son, 
Today I have begotten You”? And again: “I will be to Him a Father, 
And He shall be to Me a Son”? 6 But when He again brings the 
firstborn into the world, He says: “Let all the angels of God  
worship Him.” 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA and VERSE 
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HOLY GOSPEL   John 1:1–14   
(The Word became flesh.) 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the first chapter. 

C Glory to You , O Lord.  
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All 
things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was 
made that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light 
of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not comprehend it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 This man came for a witness, to bear witness 
of the Light, that all through him might believe. 8 He was not that 
Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 9 That was the 
true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, 
and the world did not know Him. 11 He came to His own, and His 
own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received Him, to 
them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who 
believe in His name: 13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ.  
 

NICENE CREED 
All:  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of  
heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God,  begotten, not made, being of one 
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substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was 
made man; and was  crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered and was  buried. And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits 
at the right hand of the Father. And He will  come again with 
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose  kingdom 
will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who  spoke by 
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and  apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the  dead and the life  of the 
world to come.  Amen. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Let All Together Praise Our God LSB  389    
 

1 Let all together praise our God 
    Before His glorious throne; 
Today He opens heav’n again 
    To give us His own Son, 
    To give us His own Son. 
 

2 He leaves His heav’nly Father’s throne, 
    Is born an infant small, 
And in a manger, poor and lone, 
    Lies in a humble stall, 
    Lies in a humble stall. 
 

3 Within an earthborn form He hides 
    His all-creating light; 

[CONTINUED NEXT PAGE] 



 11 

 

To serve us all He humbly cloaks 
    The splendor of His might, 
    The splendor of His might. 
 

4 He undertakes a great exchange, 
    Puts on our human frame, 
And in return gives us His realm, 
    His glory, and His name, 
    His glory, and His name. 
 

5 He is a servant, I a lord: 
    How great a mystery! 
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 
    No truer friend than He, 
    No truer friend than He. 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 
    To blesse d paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 
 

7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 
© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012733. 
Public domain 
 

SERMON    “The Greatest Christmas Exchange”       (John 1:12) 
 

OFFERING 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH      (Prayers of Song* and Spoken Petition) 
*C O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; 
 Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today. 
 We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; 
 O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel!  
P Father, on this day we recall how great is Your infinite love 
 for  us, sending Your Son into our world wrapped in our flesh 
 as a tiny child to forgive our sins. 
C Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift. 
*C Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
 Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
 Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
 And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.  
P Jesus, on this day we recall how great is Your infinite love for 
 us. You gave up heaven to live on earth as one of us, and one 
 with us, to forgive our sin. 
C Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift. 
*C Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 
 Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 
 A quiet chamber set apart 
 For You to dwell within my heart.  
P Holy Spirit, on this day we recall how great is Your infinite 
 love for us, gathering us together through the waters of  
 Baptism and nourishing our faith through the Word and the 
 body and blood of Jesus for the forgiveness of our sin. 
C Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift given, received in 
 faith, and kept unto life eternal. Amen. 
     Additional petitions may be added. 
 

PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 
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C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C   It is right to give Him thanks and praise 
P      It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Fa-
ther, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the 
mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new  
revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your 
Son, we may know and love those things which are not  
 seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS              Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                    LSB  380 
 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King; 
    Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
    God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the_angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
 “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 
 

2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 
 Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
     Late in time behold Him come, 
     Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

[CONTINUED NEXT PAGE] 
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 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
 Hail the_incarnate Deity! 
 Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 
 Jesus, our Immanuel! 

    Hark! The herald angels sing, 
    “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 
 Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
     Light and life to all He brings, 
     Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
 Mild He lays His glory by, 
 Born that man no more may die, 
 Born to raise the sons of earth, 
 Born to give them second birth. 
 

    Hark! The herald angels sing, 
    “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 
 mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-  
 begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 
 With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished 
 for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood 
 on the cross. 
 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg 
 You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your 
 Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and 
 drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  
 Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
 celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 
 in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 
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 prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be 
 all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
 heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
 our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
 us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
 evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
 glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
 took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
 gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, 
 which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when  
 He had given thanks, He  gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 
 all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which 
 is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often  as 
 you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI   O Little Town of Bethlehem     LSB  361; v 4 
 

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. [CONTINUED NEXT PAGE] 
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[CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE] 

We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Immanuel! 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  Away in a Manger  LSB  364 
1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the [bright] sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 
 

    Gentle Mary Laid Her Child      LSB  374 
1 Gentle Mary laid her child 
    Lowly in a manger; 
There He lay, the Undefiled, 
    To the world a stranger. 
Such a babe in such a place, 
    Can He be the Savior? 
Ask the saved of all the race 
    Who have found His favor. 
 

2 Angels sang about His birth, 
    Wise Men sought and found Him; 
Heaven’s star shone brightly forth 
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    Glory all around Him. 
Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 
    Heard the angels singing; 
All the plains were lit that night, 
    All the hills were ringing. 
 

3 Gentle Mary laid her child 
    Lowly in a manger; 
He is still the Undefiled 
    But no more a stranger. 
Son of God of humble birth, 
    Beautiful the story; 
Praise His name in all the earth; 
    Hail the King of glory! 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS    Now Sing We, Now Rejoice   LSB  386; vv 1,4 
 

1 Now sing we, now rejoice, 
Now raise to heav’n our voice; 
     He from whom joy streameth 
Poor in a manger lies; 
     Not so brightly beameth 
The sun in yonder skies. 
     Thou my Savior art! 
     Thou my Savior art! 
4 Oh, where shall joy be found? 
Where but on heav’nly ground? 
     Where the angels singing 
With all His saints unite, 
     Sweetest praises bringing 
In heav’nly joy and light. 
     Oh, that we were there! 
     Oh, that we were there! 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 
 have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
 You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
 same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one  
 another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
 and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
 forever. 
C Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face 
 shine on you and be  gracious to you. The Lord look upon you 
 with favor and  give you peace.  
C Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN Angels We Have Heard on High      LSB   368 
 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 
    Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, 
    Echoing their joyous strains. Refrain 

 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

    Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
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    Which inspire your heav’nly song?  Refrain 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see 
    Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 
    Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  Refrain 

 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
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Merry 

Christmas 


