THIRD SUNDAY
AFTER EPIPHANY
JANUARY 27, 2019
IMMANUEL
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Missouri Synod

703 W 3RD Street
Mercedes
Texas 78570
956.565.1518
Immanuelmercedes
@gmail.com

"The Spirit of the LORD is
upon Me, because He has
anointed Me to preach the
gospel to the poor..."
(Luke 4:18)

https://
www.facebook.com/
LutheranMercedes/
Rev. Ed Weber,
Pastor
956.463.1305
eweber10@aol.com
Website
lutheranmercedes.
com
Sunday
9:00 AM
Worship Service
Adult Bible Class
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.
Holy Communion:
1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday
Website:
Misionemanuel.com
Office Hrs, M-F
8:00 am to 12:00 pm

CCLI # 2585510

1

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
JANUARY 27, 2019
WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors this morning. It is our hope that you will
benefit by your worship here with us, and that you will return again soon. We would greatly appreciate it if everyone would fill out an Attendance/Communion card so that we can keep track of
our attendance. They are the 3x5 white cards located in the pew racks in front of you.
Next week we celebrate Holy Communion. We teach that in the receiving of the Lord’s Supper
each person receives the real presence of the Body and Blood of Christ for the forgiveness of their
sins. If you are not a member of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod and desire to partake of
Communion, please ask to speak with Pastor Weber or one of the elders prior to the service.

A Prayer Upon Entering Church - Almighty and everlasting God, look upon me with mercy
that I may receive the Scriptures and, fixing my eyes on Jesus, see Him as the fulfillment of
all You have spoken; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, my Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
AS WE GATHER - Today we welcome to our church an honored proclaimer of the Word.
Despite the rejection He often has faced over the years—even from the people who knew
Him best—let us welcome Him today with open ears and open hearts. This preacher is like
none other. The way He communicates the Word of God makes you feel that He knows the
Bible inside and out—and that’s because He does! This proclaimer is none other than your
Savior Jesus Christ. Much like He did in today’s Gospel, Jesus stands among God’s people to
deliver the Good News of life and salvation. Unlike the neighbors in Nazareth, who ended
up rejecting their hometown preacher, let us receive Him with glad and sincere hearts. In
humble faith, we fix our eyes on Jesus and receive all He comes to give.
WELCOME
PRELUDE
(A quiet time for prayer and meditation in preparation for worship)
DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR
OPENING HYMN

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
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INVOCATION
P
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C
Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(We take a moment of silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the Savior.)
P
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
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Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
(John 20:19-23)
Amen.

INTROIT
Psalm 102:18–22; antiphon: v. 13
P
You will arise and have mercy on Zion; For the time to favor her, Yes, the set time, has
come.
C
This will be written for the generation to come, That a people yet to be created may
praise the Lord.
P
For He looked down from the height of His sanctuary; From heaven the Lord viewed the
earth,
C
To hear the groaning of the prisoner, To release those appointed to death,
P
To declare the name of the Lord in Zion, And His praise in Jerusalem,
C
When the peoples are gathered together, And the kingdoms, to serve the Lord.
P
You will arise and have mercy on Zion; For the time to favor her, Yes, the set time, has
come.
KYRIE
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon us in our weakness
and lift us up through the power of Your Word, that our eyes of faith may behold
Jesus Christ, who has come to fulfill all that You have spoken; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
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now and forever.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10
(The people gather as one to hear God’s Word.)
1 Now all the people gathered together as one man in the open square that was in front of
the Water Gate; and they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses, which
the Lord had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly of
men and women and all who could hear with understanding on the first day of the seventh
month. 3 Then he read from it in the open square that was in front of the Water Gate from
morning until midday, before the men and women and those who could understand; and the
ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law. 5 And Ezra opened the book in
the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it,
all the people stood up. 6 And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God. Then all the
people answered, “Amen, Amen!” while lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads
and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 8 So they read distinctly from the
book, in the Law of God; and they gave the sense, and helped them to understand the
reading. 9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites
who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not
mourn nor weep.” For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the Law. 10 Then
he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and send portions to those for
whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord. Do not sorrow, for the joy of
the Lord is your strength.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God
PSALM
Psalm 19:7–9, 14
P
The law of the LORD is perfect,
C
reviving the soul;
P
the testimony of the LORD is sure,
C
making wise the simple;
P
the precepts of the LORD are right,
C
rejoicing the heart;
P
the commandment of the LORD is pure,
C
enlightening the eyes;
P
the fear of the LORD is clean,
C
enduring forever;
P
the just decrees of the LORD are true,
C
and righteous altogether.
P
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your
sight,
C
O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
CHILDREN’S HYMN
EPISTLE

Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart
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1 Corinthians 12:12–31a
(In Christ, we are one Body with many members.)

12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being
many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into
one Spirit. 14 For in fact the body is not one member but many. 15 If the foot should say,
“Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? 16 And if the
ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the
body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the
whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? 18 But now God has set the members, each
one of them, in the body just as He pleased. 19 And if they were all one member,
where would the body be? 20 But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 21 And
the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have
no need of you.” 22 No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are
necessary. 23 And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these
we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty, 24 but our
presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to
that part which lacks it, 25 that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members
should have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the members
suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 27 Now you are the
body of Christ, and members individually. 28 And God has appointed these in the church:
first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of
healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues.
29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 30 Do all
have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly desire
the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
ALLELUIA and VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 4:16–30
(Jesus reads and fulfills God’s Word in His hometown synagogue.)
P
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter.
C
Glory to You , O Lord.
16 So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He
went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. 17 And He was handed
the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place
where it was written:
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
Because He has anointed Me
To preach the gospel to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,
To proclaim liberty to the captives
And recovery of sight to the blind,
To set at liberty those who are oppressed;
19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”
20 Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of
all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say to them, “Today
this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 So all bore witness to Him, and marveled at
the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth. And they said, “Is this not Joseph’s
son?” 23 He said to them, “You will surely say this proverb to Me, ‘Physician, heal yourself!
Whatever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in Your country.’ ” 24 Then He
said, “Assuredly, I say to you, no prophet is accepted in his own country. 25 But I tell you
truly, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three
years and six months, and there was a great famine throughout all the land; 26 but to none
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of them was Elijah sent except to Zarephath, in the region of Sidon, to a woman who was a
widow.27 And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and none of them
was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28 So all those in the synagogue, when they heard
these things, were filled with wrath, 29 and rose up and thrust Him out of the city; and they led
Him to the brow of the hill on which their city was built, that they might throw Him down over
the cliff. 30 Then passing through the midst of them, He went His way.
P
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C
Praise to You, O Christ.
APOSTLES CREED
All I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
HYMN OF THE DAY

Great is Thy Faithfulness
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SERMON

“Hometown Hearing Test ”

(Luke 4:21)

OFFERTORY

Spirit of God

1.Oh Spi-rit of God, come fill my life, come fill my soul, come make me whole.
Oh Spi-rit of God, come fill my life, come fill my soul, come make me whole.
Come fill me now, fill me now, fill me now, come through Your Word to fill me now, fill me now
Come with Your comfort; with joy and peace.
Come fill me now, fill me now, fill me now, come through Your Word to fill me now, fill me now
Come with Your comfort; with joy and peace .
Oh Spir-it of God.
(instrumental interlude)
2. Oh Spi-rit of God, my weaknesses You see, Your groanings pray for me, O hear my plea.
Oh Spi-rit of God, my weaknesses You see, Your groanings pray for me, O hear my plea.
You pray for me, pray for me, pray for me, in love, You intercede for me, plead for me,
Your will be done, O Lord, Your good will, Lord.
You pray for me, pray for me, pray for me, in love, You intercede for me, plead for me,
Your will be done, O Lord, Your good will, Lord.
Oh Spir-it of God.
(instrumental interlude)
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3. Oh Spi-rit of God, come fill my life, come fill my soul, come make me whole.
Oh Spi-rit of God, come fill my life, come fill my soul, come make me whole.
Come fill me now, fill me now, fill me now, come through Your Word to fill me now, fill me now
Come with Your comfort; with joy and peace.
Come fill me now, fill me now, fill me now, come through Your Word to fill me now, fill me now
Come with Your comfort; with joy and peace .
Oh Spir-it of God.
(instrumental conclusion)
Verses 1 and 3 is based on Romans 15:13 revised by Rev. Ed Weber 2010 ã
Verses 2 is based on Romans 8:22-28 written by Rev. Ed Weber 2011. ã

OFFERING
SHARING OF THE PEACE
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.
For the work of our triune God among us and among all people in the Holy
Christian Church, that Jesus would be the One upon whom all eyes are fixed and in
whom we see all the Scriptures find their fulfillment, let us pray to the Lord.
C
Lord Jesus, open our hearts to receive You.
P
For the outpouring of the Holy Spirit through the Means of Grace, that the Lord Jesus
would be glorified and His people edified through the faithful teaching and preaching of
the Word of God, let us pray to the Lord.
C
Lord Jesus, open our hearts to receive You.
P
For the world in which we live and for all who work to care for the land and the people
who dwell in it, that our gracious God would stand with those who serve in our
government, military, and in all positions of public service, that they work
wholeheartedly as for the Lord and not for men, let us pray to the Lord.
C
Lord Jesus, open our hearts to receive You.
P
For each member of the Body of Christ, the Church, that all of God’s children would
identify and put to use their God-given talents and that no members of the Body
would see themselves as insignificant or unneeded but rather find their place of joyful
service to Jesus and to one another, let us pray to the Lord.
C
Lord Jesus, open our hearts to receive You.
P
For those who are shut-in and homebound, hospitalized and undergoing
treatment, awaiting surgery and recovering from procedures, [including . . .], that our
merciful Lord would fill them with the healing and peace that comes from His mighty
presence in their lives, let us pray to the Lord.
C
Lord Jesus, open our hearts to receive You.
P
For these petitions and all others we silently carry before the Lord in our minds and
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hearts, that our faithful Father would hear and answer our prayers in the name of
the One who stands among us and fulfills God’s Word in our hearing, let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord Jesus, open our hearts to receive You. Amen!

LORD’S PRAYER
(Matthew 6:9–13)
All
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICAMUS
P
Let us bless the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.
BENEDICTION
P
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C
Amen.
SENDING HYMN

O God of God, O Light of Light
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Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2018 Concordia
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as was His custom, He went to
the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and He stood up to read. And the scroll of the prophet
Isaiah was given to Him.
Luke 4:16–17
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Portals of Prayer are available for January to March in the Narthex.
Offering Envelopes
If anyone would like offering envelopes, please check with
Ken or Debbie Eilers
Lovingly and prayerfully, you and your family are invited to
join us for Sunday School and Bible Study
at 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
You have fellowship with one another and also enrich your spiritual life with the Word.
Children’s Sunday School is available
with lots of fun activities.
House Blessing today, at 10:00 a.m. ( during Bible Study) at Brenda ‘s house
Confirmation Class
on Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. in the Pastor’s Office
All Ages Game Night
Today, Sunday, January 27th
at the Parish Hall from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
(Bring Snacks and Drinks to share, plus games.)
2nd Annual Polka Festival
Friday, February 1st, 2019
Time: 4 p.m. Children’s Carnival
5 p.m. Music and Food
Donation: free will, to benefit Immanuel School
(Bring Potato Salad and/or Dessert)
Notice: There is a sign up sheet on the church door to sign up if you will be joining in for lunch
at Cortino’s on Sunday, February 10th after Bible Study. (a count is needed)
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The Lord Is Manifested as Our Savior through the Preaching of the Gospel

When Jesus opens His mouth to preach, gracious words flow from His lips. The Scriptures are,
indeed, fulfilled in your hearing (Luke 4:21–22). For Christ was anointed by the Spirit of the
Lord “to proclaim good news to the poor,” “to proclaim liberty to the captives” and “to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:18–19). By this proclamation, Christ releases His
people from captivity and gathers them to Himself in His Church. So it was when the Lord released His people from Babylon and returned them to Jerusalem. “Ezra the priest and scribe,
and the Levites who taught the people,” sanctified the whole congregation by the reading and
preaching of the Law (Neh. 8:8–9). As the people then were urged to “eat the fat and drink
sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready” (Neh. 8:10), so are you
anointed by the Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ to share in His feast and to serve the fellow
members of His Body with His good gifts, “giving greater honor to the part that lacked it” (1
Cor. 12:12, 24).
1/20/2019
Sunday Worship
Plate:
Envelopes:
Donation:

$ 330.00
$ 2,330.00

(Lesson 14)

Memorial:

TOTAL:
Bible Class:

Fourth Sunday
after Epiphany
Readings :

64

31

$ 2,660.00

Jeremiah 1:4-10 (17-19)
Psalm 71:1-6 (7-11)
1 Corinthians 12:31b-13:13
Luke 4:31-44

$ 35.00

Elder:

Bi-Weekly Church Activity Schedule
January Sunday Servants:
Joe Winston

Altar Guild:

Billie Jo Neuhaus & Maribel Perez

Music:
This Week

Bonny Winston
Third Sunday after Epiphany

Usher:
Sunday:

Dan Wehling
Worship Service
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Earl Neuhaus
Holy Communion Worship Service
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study

Next Week
Usher:
Sunday:
12

February Servants
Earl Neuhaus
L. Eilers/S. Wehling

9:00 am
10:30 am

9:00 am
10:30 am

