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ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
February 22, 2023 

WELCOME to IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We wish to extend a warm welcome to all our visitors here today.  
It is our hope that you will benefit by your worship here with us, 
and that you will return again soon. We would greatly appreciate 
it if everyone would fill out an Attendance/Communion card so 
that we can keep track of our attendance.  They are located in the 
pew racks in front of you. 
 

AS WE GATHER  We are reminded on Ash Wednesday that 
 we were destroyed by sin and come to the Lord for cleansing 
 and renewal. We come because Jesus has beckoned us by 
 the Holy Spirit and has called us to repentance. We rely on 
 the great mercy of God and cry out to our King for clean 
 hearts. We respond today, throughout Lent, and for the rest 
 of our lives, by coming to our Savior and receiving His  
 forgiveness and love. 
 

PRELUDE   (A Quiet Time for Prayer and Meditation) 
 

OPENING HYMN    Jesus Sinners Doth Receive     LSB  609; vs. 1-4 
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Public domain 

 

    Please stand 
VESPERS 
 

 

 

 

 

Continue on next page 
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PSALM  Psalm 51:1–13; antiphon: v. 17  
P The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a 
 contrite heart—these, O God,  You will not despise.  
C Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Your loving
 kindness; according to the multitude of Your tender 
 mercies, blot out my transgressions. 
P Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me 
 from my sin. 
C For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my 
 sin is always before me. 
P Against You, You only, have I sinned, and done this evil in 
 Your sight—that You may be found just when You speak, 
 and blameless when You judge. 
C Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my 
 mother conceived me. 
P Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, and in the 
 hidden part You will make me to know wisdom. 
C Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, 
 and I shall be whiter than snow. 
P Make me hear joy and gladness, that the bones You have 
 broken may rejoice. 
C Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out all my  
 iniquities. 

Lamb   of   our   sal—va—tion. Lent: 
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P Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast 
 spirit within me. 
C Do not cast me away from Your presence, and do not 
 take Your Holy Spirit from me. 
P Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me by 
 Your generous Spirit. 
C Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners 
 shall be converted to You. 
P The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a 
 contrite heart—these, O God,  You will not despise. 
 

ADDRESS FOR IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this 
 day the Church begins a holy season of prayerful and  
 penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed 
 to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 From ancient times, the season of Lent has been kept as a 
 time of special devotion, self-denial, and humble  
 repentance borne of a faithful heart that dwells  
 confidently on His Word and draws from it life and hope.  
 Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of 
 His beloved Son and in the power of His Holy Spirit, might 
 richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to 
 Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and 
 truth. 
 

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 
 

PRAYER 
P  Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You despise 
 nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who are 
 penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts  that  
 lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness  
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 we may, like David before us, receive from You full pardon 
 and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
 God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 
 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
(Those desiring ashes come forward and receive them on the forehead or wrist.) 

 As the ashes are marked in the sign of the cross, the pastor 
 says,  
 “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall  
 return.” You are saved by Christ crucified, the power and 
 wisdom of God.”                              (1 Corinthians 1:18-25)       
The penitent responds, “Amen.” 
 

    Please sit 
 

FIRST READING  Genesis 22:1-14       
 

1 Now it came to pass after these things that God tested  
Abraham, and said to him, Abraham!” 
And he said, “Here I am.” 
2 Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, 
whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him 
there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I 
shall tell you.” 
3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his  
donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his 
son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and arose 
and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 Then on 
the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar 
off. 5 And Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the 
donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we  
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will come back to you.” 
6 So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering 
and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, 
and a knife, and the two of them went together. 7 But Isaac 
spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!” 
And he said, “Here I am, my son.” 
Then he said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but 
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 
8 And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself 
the lamb for a burnt offering.” So the two of them went  
together. 
9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And 
Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in order; 
and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, upon the 
wood. 10 And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the 
knife to slay his son. 
11 But the Angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and 
said, “Abraham, Abraham!” 
So he said, “Here I am.” 
12 And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do any-
thing to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have 
not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” 
13 Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there be-
hind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So  
Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt 
offering instead of his son. 14 And Abraham called the name of 
the place, The-Lord-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, “In 
the Mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND  READING    2 Corinthians 5:20b–6:10   
 

20 we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to 
God. 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, 
that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.   
1 We then, as workers together with Him also plead 
with you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For He says: 
 “In an acceptable time I have heard you, and in the  
 day of salvation I have helped you.” 
Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation. 
3 We give no offense in anything, that our ministry may not be 
blamed. 4 But in all things we commend ourselves as ministers 
of God: in much patience, in tribulations, in needs, in  
distresses, 5 in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, 
in sleeplessness, in fastings; 6 by purity, by knowledge, by 
longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by sincere 
love, 7 by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor 
of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, 8 by honor 
and dishonor, by evil report and good report; as deceivers, 
and yet true; 9 as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and 
behold we live; as chastened, and yet not killed; 10 as sorrow-
ful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as  
having nothing, and yet possessing all things. 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

THIRD READING  Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21  
 

1 “Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before 
men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from 
your Father in heaven. 2 Therefore, when you do a charitable 
deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do 
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in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory 
from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their  
reward. 3 But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your 
left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 that your  
charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in  
secret will Himself reward you openly.  
5 “And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For 
they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the  
corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men.  
Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 6 But you, 
when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut 
your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. 
16 “Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, 
with a sad countenance. For they disfigure their faces that 
they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, 
they have their reward. 17 But you, when you fast, anoint your 
head and wash your face, 18 so that you do not appear to men 
to be fasting, but to your Father who is in the secret place; and 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.  
19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 
steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.  
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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RESPONSORY 
 

 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY    Jesus Sinners Doth Receive     LSB   609; vs. 5-7 

6 Now my conscience is at peace; 
 From the Law I stand acquitted. 
 Christ hath purchased my release 
 And my ev’ry sin remitted. 
 Naught remains my soul to grieve: 
 Jesus sinners doth receive. 
 

7 Jesus sinners doth receive; 
 Also I have been forgiven; 
 And when I this earth must leave, 

5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 
Were as scarlet my transgression, 
It shall be as white as snow 
By Thy blood and bitter passion; 
For these words I now believe: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 
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 I shall find an open heaven. 
 Dying, still to Him I cleave: 
 Jesus sinners doth receive. 
Public domain 
 

SERMON     “A Ram for Isaac”           (Genesis 22:1-14)               
 

OFFERING 
 

    Please stand 
CANTICLE         Create in Me       LSB  956 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
 

KYRIE 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
     as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil.  
            For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COLLECTS 
 

 

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we 
 who justly suffer the consequence of our sin may be  
 mercifully delivered by Your goodness to the glory 
 of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,  
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 who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
 God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

COLLECT FOR PEACE 
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good  
 counsels, and all jus words, give to us, Your servants, that 
 peace which the word cannot give, that our hearts may be 
 set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being 
 defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 
 and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our  Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
 God, now and forever. 

 

BENEDICAMUS 
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BENEDICTION 
 

 

 

 

 
    Please sit 
SENDING HYMN  Today Your Mercy Calls Us   LSB  915  
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