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3) Then Judas, the betrayer, seeing that He had been condemned, was remorseful and brought back the

thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 4) saying, "I have sinned by betraying innocent

blood." And they said, "What is that to us? You see to it." 5) Then he threw down the pieces of silver in

the sanctuary and departed, and went and hanged himself. 6) But the chief priests took the silver pieces

and said, "It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, because they are the price of blood." 7) And

they took counsel and bought with them the potter's field, to bury strangers in. 8) Therefore that field

has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9) Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the

prophet, saying, "And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the value of Him who was priced, whom they

of the children of Israel priced, 10) and gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord directed me."

INTRO: 1
st 

week, owner of upper room; 2
nd 

week a mob member in Gethsemane;

3
rd 

week, a couple of false witnesses. Little people? This week, big 

shots; unnamed chief priests and elders to whom Judas returned the betrayal 

money; callous and hard hearted; poor examples of priests/pastors. 

I. THE CALLOUSNESS OF THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND ELDERS

A. Their personal dealings with Judas

1. v.3 -seeing that He had been condemned ...

a. Judas had followed the events closely
b. v.2 -had delivered Him bound to Pilate

c. perhaps wasn't turning out as Judas had planned, hoped

2. v.3 -Judas ... was remorseful. ..

a. meta noia = change mind, repent: confess, believe, desire to amend

b. meta melaythais = change will, wishes, desire; regret

c. cp. v.5 -hanged himself (cf. Acts 1) not an act of repentance

3. v.3 -brought back the thirty pieces of silver

a. previously tempting and desirable; now too hot to touch

b. maybe thought he could buy his way out of a guilty conscience

4. v.4-1 have sinned in betraying innocent blood (mere statement of fact)

a. rectifying a wrong, not confessing a sin (pastor must listen carefully)

b. had been in Jesus' 12 disciples for 3 years; heard and saw much

c. nowhere here confesses Jesus as Messiah, God Incarnate

d. merely agreeing with Pilate's verdict: no fault in this Man

5. v.4 -chief priests and elders said, "So what?"

a. had used Judas; now finished with him

b. too callous to give Judas any absolution

c. or to acknowledge Jesus as Innocent Messiah, Son of God -1-








